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. Vote Could Cost Business, 
B, ALFONSO CHARDY 

"',ald Staff Writ., 
Dade's bilingualism controversy has not produced 'We could very easily switchheadlJnes in Latin America. But Latin business leaders 


from Managua to Mexico City say it is hurting the 
 States that welcomes ourcity's Image as an emerging commercial center. 

For them there can be no iSi! for the proposed ref -t'
1 • erendum. It must be defeat~ with a resounding jClaro 


Que Nol (Of Course Not). 

"Miami wlll be Isolated If the anti-Spanish proposal 


is approved," warned Adolfo Calero, a leading Nicara

guan businessman-politician who is manager of the around Latin America about the locally bitter battle 
Coca Cola bottling plant In Managua. over the bilingualism referendum. 

"We could very easily switch to another city in the , Sponsored by a group called Citizens of Dade Unit- i 

United States that welcomes our business, if Miami ed, the proposal seeks to nullify a 1973 county ordl- ' 
doesn't want It," threatened Francisco Reyes, a Guate nance that endorsed Spanish as the county's second of- i 

malan tycoon. ticiallanguage. 
"It would be a mistake," cautioned'Romulo O'Far Dade's fight over bilingualism Isn't unique. 

rill Jr., one of Mexlco's top business captains and lead· In large Mexican cities, fiercely nationalistic groups 
er of a large media conglomerate that publishes an periodically call for the elimination of English In signs
,) English-language newspaper in Mexico City. at hotels, restaurants and travel' agencies. They always 
' 

fail. 
"DEFINITELY, It must not be allowed to happen. it Reginaldo Romero, vice mayor of the small lakeside 

would be anti-cultural," ssld an Argentine banker. Mexican village of Ajijic, says his hometown may have 
These are some of the reactions gathered so far a few lessons to teach Miami. 

Latin Americans Say 
of the measure could hurt Miami in the International 
community. . . 


to another city i~ the United "Before Miami became an international financial 

center~ Guatemalans and other Central Americans'de.lt 
business, if Miami doesn't want t~rough New Orleans," he said. "But if there is • nega

tive attitude in Miami, we can easily switch to New Oro, 
leans again or any other city." , 

One Miami banker has estimated· that Centr.l- Fra!!cisco Reyes, Guatemalan businessman Americans have sunk more than $100 million here ia 
the last two years. 

"In my town of about 10,000 people. we have more MIAMI also finds itself competing· .galnst other 
than 1,000 retired Americans living among us. We get U.S. cities for Latin money, especially Mexico', 011. 
along beautifully," he said In fairly good English. powered megapesos, or the quetzale., colonel, cordo

bas or soles of other nationS'. 
"NINETY per cent of the Americans have learned "Other cities In the United' State. would take .ct.

Spanish, and a great number of the Mexicans, especial vantage of Miami's loss," said Kevin Kelleghan, aeneral 
ly the top authorities here, have learned English. There manager of the Mexico City bUSiness outlet Computer 
is no friction. We love each other," World/Mexico. , 

Until now, that has been the case with Dade County "A lot of busin~ssmen in Latin America are lookln& 
businessmen and their Latin American counterparts. forward to Miami really. becomlna an Intern.tlonal) It Is especIAlly true of Guatemalan businessmen, center for the United States and Latin Amerlc .... he 
who deal most closely with Miami's business communi. said. "But if they take that kind of an .ttltude. they
ty. would lose eventually, especially in Mexico, which " .

Reyes, the Guatemalan businessman, said passage now being wooed by a lot of other Americ.n cities." 

http:Americans'de.lt
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election ballot Dade County's prickly antlbjIln"'t ~J- a:~;f"'~l D ~:;l;~ :1(if,~~~~ ' . . based on · federal or state funding, except 
gual referendum, U. S. District Judge Edward '{t1' ",.~~~' - " s; ~tr.W·~~_f . · itt~.. maybe to jeopardize a few. It certainly won't 
Davis really didn't have much chOlcEl. 1!'*" d"t}'li(';:1 r .~, j~A.i~ CHA E ~'!f.... , ."1!,i!l~!-1:- ' change the burgeoning bilirigual nature of 

VI.- And so we're Jeft to play Ol.\t thfs' needless ~ " .' ''''' . • fi,..~~~t . ,J.:f'-': ~J.,:'~r Greater Miami's social, financial and business 
hassle. with a.U its overtones of UJlPleasantne.ss '<.} ~:b:.,.:. :". ,. ;.:ll~~ ~ ,.WHITED,;,~ll'~" ~~~~:':- li~e, except perhaps to intensify it even more. It 
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It is the province of judges to rule on mate, .. 'J • " and Europe (French and German). _ ' . 
· tetS of law free from emo.tionalism. In' reaching, be in the English language only." :-- - -'.: . . ,' . • ~ , The real impact, I fear, will beJn the hearts 

his decision, however, r was glad that Judge. . Voter registratio~ countywide . being what' of people. ." .:"" ...C ' . .. " 

Davis . took the opportunity to remind us of it is, dominated by white Americans, there is A victory for antibilingualism in Dade 
other dimensions of,citizenship., c> 'j . ".. " strong probability that the measure will pass. County will drive yet another wedge between 

For he declared that citizens have a right to ' And toe inspiration for thousands of "yes" American and Hispanic residents in a communi
petition their governmt:nt. that the right to votes is not so much the 'ordinance itself but the. _ ,ty already fragmented and churning with ill 
vote is essential to democracy. and that to in- ' · backlash of frustration over many' unconnected- " . will. . . . .\ .. 

. terlere with this referendum would be "to' things. ·~·:·" ~.; :," '.' " . ·.l·',~l ·· <·" , j,;,-" - . . 
· enter a political thicket studded with constitu- ~ . And yet in my own study of this para'graph . , FAR FROM unifying the citizenry, as the 

tiona! thorns." . -, ::, ;._ ~)., . that we'U be voting on - and I speak, inciden-~ - ordinance' is touted to do by its sponsors, I 
"i;; ' , .s .' . . ' tally, as a white American who does not speak'~ think it will spread more disaffection and dis-

BARRING some last-rrunute stroke of legal Spanish - I cannot see it producing a single trust. There are enough chasms among our peo
.; lightning, then, we residents of troubled Dade positive result. Not one. _ ,'.' . pie already; we don't need any more. 
· County ~ll ?e rushed forward on rising tides As of now, nobody knows the full impact of . ~ersonally, I rather .wish the Co~nty ~~m-
~t emotionahsm, so that ultimately thousands such an ordinance. Much cif it is still an inter- miSSion had defused things when thiS petition 

, can vent their frus~ration at the p~lIs upon for- pretive muddle . But we're beginning to get a fi~st. eme:~ed months a:go by rescindi~g the 
· elgn language, foreign people. foreign culture. fair idea of the changes it won't bring about. onglnal bilingual resolution of 1973, which the 

The proposed ordinance says it all: "The ex·' -, 'anti bilingual forces found so offensive. A com
penditure of county funds for the purpose of IT WON'T eliminate, the English-Spanish 'promise might have aVOided this damaging 

utilizing any language other than English, and·.', ballot, .w.hich is mandated by federal law. It showdown and still not saddled government 

dr promoting any cult~e other than that of the won't ~fect schools, which operate independ- with a restrictive and patently bigoted law. 

United States, is prohibited. All county govern- ent of county government. It won't affect the But that's hindsight. 

ment .meetings} hearings and publications shall municipalities.. exc~t where countywide ser- And hindsight always has perfect vision. 
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By FREDRIC TAS~R - phones in Spanish? Would It ~p 

. Her.ldUrb.n Aff.I~' Wrlt.r ~ county ', libraries from ,bUYing 
. The Nov. 4 referendum on bl- books hi Spanish? Would It abol~ 

Jingualism in Dade County 'is a ish the county's Latin Affairs Di,,_ 
muddled affair. ., vision? ,:. ' , ' '. 

The proposal, if passed, would Residents will have to vote 
not end Dade's official status as a without knowing. . 
bilingual county, something many "The issue is open to fair politl
of its supporters hoped it would cal comment," says Assistant 
do. . County Attorney Murray Gins-

On the other hand, it might berg...It's a part of the democrat; 
stop the county's successful ad- ic electoral process to have the 
vertising campaigns in French people for the ordinance and the 
and German and Portuguese to opposition give their interpreta
lure tourists, something few of its tions." 
supporters wanted it to do. ..It's a very speculative thing," 

In many other aspects, Dade agrees Jeffrey Rosenthal,. lawyer 
residents will have to vote on the for the anti-bilingual CItizens of. 
proposal in the dark, because nei- Dade United. 
ther side is able to tell them This, of course, creates the 
exactly what it would do. prospect that it wiJI take years of 

lawsuits before anybody knows, 
WOULD IT CRIPPLE the abili

ty of police to answer emergency Turn to Page 2B Col. 1 " 

·Meani~? . 
(, ~~~(1=)7:J..13

Hiltngualtsm Proposal.,' ffchA:;g{2 . 

Still' Needs a Translator 
~ FROM PAGE IB 

what the ordinance really means. 
COUNTY ATTORNEY Robert Ginsberg 

says that, while the county would "treat the 
ordinance with respect," it also would seek 
ways to,minimize its impact if asked to do so 
by the County Commission. 

If the Metro Transit Agency no longer 
could use county tax money to print "Prohi
bito Fumar" ("No Smoking") signs for its 
buses, for example, it might be able to use 
federal transportation grants to do it, Gins
berg said, 

Rosenthal says his clients probably would 
sue to enforc~ some aspects of the new ordi
nance, but not others. "At this time, it's kind 
of difficult to pick Iwhich aspects they might 
su~ to enforce I,'~ he said. 



Kosenthal argues that the proposal should 
be viewed not so much in its specifics as in 
its general intent. "It's a statement of an attl· 
tude and hopefully a course that people be
lieve Dade County should take' in order to 
end the division of the county," he said. 

Lawyer Tobias Simon, who sued unsuc· 
cessfully to keep the issue off the ballot as 
unconstitutional, disagrees. He calls the 

- : anti-bilingual forces "a group of citizens who 
; : are using democratic machinery in a totaH· 
. '. tarian maneuver." 
.• But even U.S. District Judge- Edward 

Davis, who Friday ruled against Simon, made 
it clear he was not saying the whole proposal 
was constitutional. It is "simply too early to 
tell," he said. 

Here are some of the issues: 

9 
Would passage of this referendum ques· ' 

• tlon end Dade's status as an officially 
b ngual county? 

No. Rosenthal. lawyerror the antl-bl· A • lingual group Citizens of Dade United, 
agrees that it would not. Dade became a bi
lingual county on April 16, 1973, by resolu· 
tlon of the Metro Commission. "TeChnical· 
ly," says Rosenthal, "the resolution can be 
removed only by the Commission, which has 
refused to do so:' Rosenthal says he believes 
that if the referendum succeeds, the Commis
sion should repeal the resolution. But he says 
he doubts it will.. g Would the referendum end the prInting 

• of election ballots in Spanish as well as 
in ngUsh? 

No. They still would be printed in bothA • languages. The federal Voting Act 
: Amendment of 1975 decrees that wherever 

the U.S. Census Bureau determines that 5 per 
cent or more of an area's population claims 
some language other than English as its first 

. language, ballots must be printed in that lan
guage too. County voters have no power to 
overturn federal laws. 

_Q Would tbis referendum question aboUsb 
." • tbe county's Division of Latin Affairs? 

Not specifically, Rosenthal agrees. The A • county's Division of Latin Affairs has 
eight full-time employes whose $202,000 
yearly budget is funded with county tax 
money. Most agree that money would be cut 
off, those employes fired or transferred, their 
work stopped. At present, they translate 
4,500 pages a year of county documents 
zoning hearing notices, property-tax bills 
and others. They provide translators for 
county hearings held in neighborhoods 
where some residents speak inadequate Eng
lish. "We also translate at Metro Commission 
meetlnis when necessary," said Carmen Ro
sado, the divison's interim director. "Usually 
we find that it's the elderly people who have 
more difficulties with language." But while 
the county funding for these employes would 
end, the Division of Latin Affairs also has 52 
other employes paid by money from the fed
eral Comprehensive Employment and Train
ing Act (CET A). As federal funds, these 
would not be cut off by the new county ordi
nance. These employes now work with Im
migration, Customs and other services. No
body knows whether the county would, or 
could, try to keep the Division ' of Latin Af
fairs going with these federally paid em
ployes. 

R Would the referendum end bilingual 
~. programs In the Dade PubliC School 
system? 

No. Dade has six voluntary bilingual elA • ementary schools in which all classes 
are taught in Spanish for one-half the school 

: day and In English the other half. Students 
: from these schools then may take bilingual 
- programs in junior high and high school. In 

addition, students who do not speak adequate 
English must take "English as a Second Lan
guage" classes until they are proficient. Pas
sage of the proposal would not affect these 
programs, says attorney Phyllis Douglas of 
the School Board. That's because the referen
dum is aimed at the County Commission, 
while the school system is run under sepa

. rate state laws by an independently elected 
Dade County SchOOl Board, she said. Also, 
students who do not speak English well may 
be permitted temporarily to be taught all 
subjects - math, history and others - in 
their native language until they become pro
ficient in English. This is a federal require

; ment and would not be affected by the coun
ty referendum. • 

R Wbat about the teachln" of French, 
~. German, Russian and otber foreign Ian. 
guages? 

They would not be affected for theA • same reasons as in the above question, 
Douglas said. I 
R What would be affected If this referen· 
~. dum question passes? 

Ai All county governmental meetings 
~. would have to be held In English only. 
All official county meetings already are held 
primarily in English. But at present, county
paid Interpreters go to meetings when need
ed to translate for residents who speak inad· 
equate English. A 1978 Metro survey of His
panic residents in Little Havana found that 
82.2 per cent said language was their biggest 
barrier in trying to get governmental ser
vices, according to Interim Latin Affairs Di
rector Carmen Rosado. "You have to look at 
the long range," Rosenthal says. "Ideally 
there Will come a time when there will be no 
need for bilingual services. 1 would hope it 
could be within five years." 

q. Wbat other effects would It have? 

A The county no longer could use county 
• money in most cases to translate county 

documents into Spanish. That Includes prop
erty-tax notices. zoning, fair-housing and 
other hearing notices, water and sewer bills 
and others. The county never has translated 
Its budget. County Comrl1lssion agendas and 
minutes, official resolutlorfs or ordinances. 



I, 


Metro's Robert Ginsberg 
• • • hopes 10 minimize impact 

Opponents of the antl-blllngual referen-
Q• dum say It mlgbt problblt tbe county" I 

Civil Defense olllce from putting out burri· 
cane warnings in Spanish. Is that true? 

Maybe. Maybe not. Civil Defense now
A • use's mostly county tax money to pub- I 

lish in Spanish some of its guides to protect
Ing your house, car and family in the event of 
a hurricane. The proposed anti-bilingual ordi
nance would seem to prohibit that. , But ' 
there's a loophole, and the county might try r 

to jump through It. The state of Florida 
grants Dade County $75,000 a year for Civil 
Defense, a small part of the entire Civil De
fense budget. Could Civil Defense rearrange 
its budget and say it was using only the 
state's $75,000 for the Spanish-language 
pamphlets? "Maybe they could keep that 
$75,000 in a separate account," Ginsberg 
said. If they could do that, they could keep 
printing the pamphlets In S~an!sh, ~insberg 

said. Rosenthal hinted that hIs SIde mIght not 

quibble over that issue: "In my opinl~n 

[printing hurricane warnin~ .Infor,,;,atlon. In 

Spanish] would not be [prohIbIted], he saId. 


n Would the proposal end the county', 
~ • programs of tourist promotion In for
eign languages? 

It probably would. In 1979 the Metro A. Department of Tourism spent $1.5 mil
lion to lure tourists. Much of that promotion 
was in Spanish, French, German and Portu
guese. Also in 1979, Dade was visited by 
830,266 tourists from Latin America, 2~6,868 
from Europe, 550,058 from the Caribbean 
and 174,990 from other locations. In all, 
those 1.8 million tourists spent $2.5 billion in 

Dade County. Of course, the precise connec
tion between the advertiSing and the tourists 
Is anybody's guess. It wasn't the anti·billn
gual group's intention to ban such advertis
Ing, said Rosenthal, its lawyer. And since the 
advertising Is supported by the county's bed 
tax, which actually Is a sales tax passed 

,through the. state of Florida before it gets 
back to Dade County, maybe the referendum 
wouldn't prohibit it, Rosenthal said. But L.H. 
Paul of the Florida State Attorney General's 
office disagreed. "That's Dade County's 
money," he said, so the referendum would 
stop it. 

n Opponents of the referendum also say It 
~. would stop Metro from printing bus 
signs In Spanlsb. Is tbat true? 

Some say yes, some say maybe not • A • -Right now the Metro Transit Agency 
prints_ fare cards, transfers, route maps, no
smoking signs and safety instructions in 
Spanish as well as English. If the referendum 
passes, those translations would have to stop, 
says the agency's ~ttorney, John Finney. 
Ginsberg, the county attorney. isn't so sure. 
Even though the MTA now uses county tax 
money to print the Spanish· language signs, it 
also gets yearly multimillion-dol/ar federal 
grants to pay the bus system's operating defi
cits. It might be possible to use the federal 
money to print the Spanish-language signs, 
he said • 

n Would the referendum end Hispanic 
~. Heritage Week? 

Probably not, although It might hurt it.A • The county this year ',contributed 
$52,OQO of the festival's total budget ornear
ly $200,000. The proposed ordinance prohib
its spending county money for "pro'!tJoting 
any culture other than that of the United 
States." But Ginsberg, the county attorney. 
thinks there might be a way around that. "It 
would be determined by what the term 
'American culture' means," he said.' Some 
festivals, even if originally foreign, might 
have become so well-established now that 
they they are part of the American culture, 
he said. ,"There have been Hispanics here for 
generations," he said. "It may be possible to 
direct that that money be used only for cer
tain events." 

n How would that alfect other ethnic fes
~. tivals? 

The county might have to stop itsA • $8,000 yearly contribution to the Go
ombay Festival, Ginsberg said" because that 
clearly celebrates not U,S. culture, but "the 
culture of the neighboring Bahamian is
lands." But It might be able to keep giving 
the yearly $25.000 contribution to the black 
community's Kwanza Festival and the $7,500 
contribution to the German-American com
munity's Oktoberfest, because they may 
have become a part of the American culture. 
Rosenthal thinks that would be unfair: 
"There's a Greek Festival that isn't funded 
by the county. It's funded totally by private 
sources. I'm at a little bit of a loss to know 



why these things aren't funded In an equal 
matter.'" 

Q Would the ordinance prevent Dade's li
• brary system from buying books In 

Spanish? 

Nobody knows. Dade's library systemA • has Spanish-language books in its' main 
library and in everyone of its 23 branches~ 
Some are bought with federal funds, which 
would not be affected by the referendum. 
But county tax money pays roughly 80 per 
cent of the $150,000 per year that buys about 
18,750 Spanish-language books, according to 
Assistant Libraries Director Ben Gilford. 
Some lawyers think that would be stopped; 
others disagree. Rosenthal doesn't know. 
''I'm not familiar with that," he said. 

Q Would this referendum hurt Jackson 
• Memorial Hospital's ability to care for 

patients who don't speak English? 

Yes. But not in the most crucial areas. A • Jackson, supported partly by county 
tax money, has interpreter services in Span
ish, Creole, French, Italian, Portuguese, Ger
man, Russian, Greek, Norwegian, Dutch, 
Swahili and others to help its patients com
municate with their doctors. This is essential, 
says Cristina Falla, Jackson's international 
affairs coordinator. "Suppose an accident pa
tien~ is brought into the emergency room and 
can't speak English," she said. "People in 
trauma or shock," she said, "sometimes for
get English even if they know it." But this 
service is mandated by state law, so the 
county referendum would not end it, Jack
son's lawyers say. Still, they say the state 
law 'refers only to a patient's medical treat
ment. What might be hampered is the for
eign-language help Jackson provides in such 
non-medical social services as explaining 
bills and helping people find ways to pay 
them, helping elderly patients find nursing 
homes or helping with Medicare and Medi
caid, questions. 

MwNuv ~(!J 
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Q Would the referendum mean that oHi
• cers couldn't help speakers of only

Spanish at police emergency numbers and the 
special countywide 911 emergency number? 

' Again, nobody knows. At the central A • county office for answering emergency 
calls, Dade's Public Safety Department keeps 
a staff of 69 officers, according to PSD fiscal 
officer J. Thomas Hastings. To meet the de
partment's policy of always having two bi
lingual officers available, at least 10 of those 
officers must be bilingual, he said. At pres
ent, the PSD Is able to achieve that without 
making Spanish a job requiremel1t. If that 
ever changed, could the department make it 
a job requirement with the new proposed or
dinance in effect? "I don't know what the an
swer to that Is," said Ginsberg, the county at
torney. Maybe, he said, a Spanish-speaking 
resident could sue under the "equal-protec
tion" 14th Amendment to require the county 
to be able to respond in Spanish to emergen
cies. Rosenthal said he doesn't know either. ' 
"That's a difficult question," he said. "I'm 
not sure exactly how that Is funded or set 
up." 

R What about other county offices! WID 
~. their employe. be able to speak Spanish 
on the job? ' 

A :Yes. 
R • But could the county make it a Job re
't. qulrement that any of Its employes 
speak Spanish to ensure that there would al
ways be a Spanish-speaking person available? 

"I don't know the answer to that asA • yet," said Ginsberg. 

Q Would this referendum prohibIt private 
• businesses from requiring applicants to 

speak Spanlsb to get a Job? 

No. The referendum Is aimed only at A • the county government. It would have 
no effect on private business, the federal 
government, the School Board or any city 
government. In fact, since the issue came up, 
the cities of Miami and Sweetwater have de
clared themselves officially bilin2ual. 

Proposed Anti-Bilingual Ordinance 


Section 1: The expenditure of county 
funds for the purpose of utilizing 
any language other than English, or; 
promoting any culture other than 
that of the United States, is prohibit
ed_ ' 

Section 2: All county governmental 
meetings, hearings arid publications 
shall be in the English language 
only. 

Section 3: The provisions of this ordi
nance shall not apply where a trans
lation is mandated by State or Feder
allaw_ 

Section 4: If any section, subsection, 
sentence, clause, phrase, words or 
provision of this ordinance is held in
valid or unconstitutional, the re
mainder of this ordinance shall not 
be affected by said holding. 

Section 5: It is the intention of the Peo
ple of Dade County, Florida, that the 
prOVisions of this ordinance shall be
come and be made a part of the Code 
of Metropolitan Dade County, Flori
da_ , 

Section 6: This ordinance shall take ef
" fect on the day after the election ap

proving this ordinance. 



The MTA Now Prints Fare Cards in Both languages 
•• •if proposal passes, English will be the only language used 

. 2. 



u.s. Offers $1,000 for 

By ZITA AROCHA 


H.ralel Sta" Wrlt.r 


The federal government is oUering 
voluntary agencies a hefty $1,000 a head 
to resettle the 8,100 hard-to-place Cuban 
refugees remaining at Fort Chaffee and 
the 100 still at Krome Avenue refugee 
center In Dade County, State Depart~ 
ment officials said. 

"It's a fair amount and the voluntary 
agencies have not said they are dis
pleased with it;"· said Art Brill, a spokes
man fdr the State Department's Cuban
Haitian Task Force in Washington. The 
federal government had be~n paying the 
agencies $300 per Cuban resettled out of 
the refugee camps. . 

"So far we have verbal agreements 
from them. The contracts have not been 
signed, but we hope they soon wi1l be," 
Brill added. 

The federal government has ,.lready 
signed contracts with three agenCies that 
are resettling about 400 .Haitian refugees 
from the Krome South processing center, 
which Is scheduled to close down Oct. 
23. 

Two of these agencies - the Young 
Men's Christian Association and the Lu-

I theran Immigration and Refugee Service 
- are receiving $500 per Haitian refu
gee they resettle out of the State Of Flor
ida. 

A third organization, the Dade County 
Community Action Agency, received· 8 
$500,000 federal 'grant to resettle the 
Haitians. 

Brill said the State Department is 
offering the agencies twice as much for 
resettling Cubans because many are per
sons with emotional or psychological
problems, who need long-term institu
tional care. 

Last month, voluntary agencies reset
tled. 700 Tent City refugees outside thl 
state of Florida in less. than a week aftel 
the federal government paid them $2,00( 
a head. 

The effort to resettle the Haitians out 

Sunday, Oct. 19, 1980 THE MIAMI HERALD 0 33-A 

Resettling Cuban--' 

of Krome South gathered steam this 
week after the U.S. Justice Department 
sent- a letter regarding the resettlement 
of Haitian refugees to Eugene Eldenberg, 
secretary to the Cabinet and assistant to 
the President for intergovernmental af
fairs. 

The letter says that the Haitians at 
Krome South "shall enjoy the same pro
tections they presently have in Florida 
even after they have been relocated to 
another jurisdiction." 

Haitian refugees had been relUctant to 
leave Florida because they feared that if 
they left they would be deported. 

In a recent court decision, U.S. District 

Judge James L. King prohibited the' Im
migration and Naturalization Service 
from expelling or deporting about 5,000 
Haitians whose applications for political 
asylum had been denied by the INS. 

The judge's decision is expected to 
have far-reaching implications for other 
Haitian refugees seeking political asylum 
in Florida. 

"The letter doesn't necessarily give us 
permission to resettle· the Haitians out of 
the state of Florida, but it does make it 
easier for us," said Beverly Mitchell, 
deputy assistant director for Haitian Af
fairs for the task force. "It allays these 
people's fears that they might be deport
ed if they leave Florida." 



- MURRY SILL , Miami Herald Staff 

Fort Chafi'(>(> R~f\lgee Camp 
... hp .~ars he wondns: 'W'hr are Ihpre five :Vpgroe.~ here for each white person?' 

Fort's. Cubans Are the Chaff 

l1'w~ {fJ If}· 11 ~~O ee,.f2 

From the Resettlement Sieve 

By DAN WILLIAMS 

H.r.,d Stllff Wrlt.r 

FORT CHAFFEE, f\,rk. - Luis Esteban Lassus. 
Cuban boaUift refugee, ~eemed a perfect candidate to 
be resettled with an American family. 

He was what Cubans called bien preparado. He had 
completed three years' study in philosophy at the Uni
versity of Havana. He worked hard at refugee camps 
where he was kept with thousands of other Cubans 
awaiting sponsors to launch them on their new life in 
the United States. 

Lassus worked at tfie Red Cross warehouse at Fort 
Indiantown Gap, Pa., and wrote essays and poems for 
the camp newspaper. The United States Catholic Con
ference apparentLy found him a sponsor a few weeks 

ago. a writer in New York. 
Then, suddenly, the sponsor asked whether Lassus 

was white. 
No. Black. 
No sponsorship. 
Finally, it has come down to this. After 51;2 months 

of refugees and resettlements, of detention camps 
opening and clOSing, 117 ,000 Cubans have been sifted 
into America. But the sift has left the chaff: 8,100 Cu
bans who haven 't yet squeezed through the system. 

Most of the!11 are black. Sponsors won't take them, 
and they are left now in the approaching Arkansas 
winter, faint shapes moving listlessly behind the gray 

Turn to Page 33A Col. 1 
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chain-link and barbed-wire gauze 
of Fort Chaffee. 

"We have sponsors who call In 
. and say, 'Whltes only,' " said Paula 
Dominique, director of the Church 
World Service resettlement pro
gram. "We tell them the majotity is 
black, that we can't fill specific re
quests like that." 

The camp - now more a prison 
than a processing center - is filled 
with people who don't fit the "spe
cific requests": 
.. The philosopher who happens to 
be black, a' gnarled cripple, a preg
nant· woman with syphilis, a teen
age boy nobody wants, a young 
couple who fled back to the camp 
because their sponsor made sexual 
overtures toward the woman, a 
hawker of fake flowers who was 
robbed of all he owned Inside the 
camp, a cook who can't learn to 
read English because he needs 
glasses and optometric services are 
npt available at Fort Chaffee. 

And there is that fence, a 10
rOot barrier of chain link. topped by 
another three feet of coiled barbed 
wire. Signs on the fence warn, 

, "Fraternization with Cubans is pro

jhibited." 
"It probably bothers you and me 

!more than it does the Cubans," said 
;DOn Whltteaker, who runs the 
:camp for the State Department.
I "The fence is primarily to keep 

l~ed.~~::t f$~~,~~~~n~moa~~'~'te~ 
'In ;the $30 million the United States 
spent running the camp. 

. The fence was put there by the 
State Department, which took over 
from a more lenient Army com
mand in July. after the state of Ar
kansas demanded absolute protec
tion against any escape of Cubans 
into the neighboring towns . 

"I hate the fence," said Brig. 
Gen. James (Bulldog) Drummond. 
who had been camp commander 
w~en the Army supervised it.) "It's oppressive to the spirit. It 
categorically labels the Cubans as 
'detained.' And a guy who wants to 
ge~ out can . 

. "We've found a piece of scalp 
urtder the fence every now and · 
then, left by someone who got out." 

Now only 20 or 30 refugees are 

being processed out each day. And 
some 72, already out of Chaffee, 
haye fled .from their sponsors and 
come back. But by far the majority 
are people who have never been 
outside a camp since coming to 
America. 

Most of them are no more ready 
now to fit into the United States 
than they were the day they step
ped ashore in Key West. They get 
no job training. and little exposure 
to English. 

They are being taught arts and 
crafts - how to make earthenware 
poLt and paper flowers. 

The State Department has ruled 
out job training because that would 
be giving the refugees something 
that most American citizens might 
not be able to get. 
, "It was pOlitically unaccept

able," Whltteaker said. 

FOR SOME, however. job train
ing would make no difference. 

. "It was a real shock," said phl
. losophy student Luis Lassus, 28. "I 

never imagined that I would be re
jected because of race. Of course, 
we were told in Cuba that the 
Americans would sic dogs 01) us and 
abuse us. But I rejected that notion. 
So this was a shock." 

"Race is a sensitive area, Some 
people are sensitive about blacks 
coming in," said Dave Lewis. who 
heads resettlement efforts by the 
Catholic Conference at Fort Chaf
fee. 

"It's a factor in the program, 
sure. It slows things down." . 

And slowness is what the ad
ministrators and agencies at Fort 
Chaffee are desperate to fight. Re
settlement of Cuban refugees is 
trickling to an end. The federal gov
ernment is pressuring the agencies 
to find the refugees new homes by 
the end of the year. ' 

Instead of a new life of studying 
in New York, Luis Lassus was 
transferred to Fort Chaffee. Instead 
of an open world of books and phi
losophers forbidden him in Cuba, he 
faces ' the barbed wire of the most 
security-Intensive U.S. refugee , 
camp of the entire Cuban boatlift 
episode. 

. FORT CHAFFEE lOOks like a 
prison. Its lye-white rows of wood
en barracks stand behind the 10
root fence . 

The fence tells much about 
what the government has learned 
abo~t handling the Cuban refugees i 

-:- first and foremost, keep them in
~~ I 

It also separates two phlloso- I 

phles toward handling the Cubans I 
by two government branches who 
have controlled the camp since It 
opened ' ln May: the State Depart
ment's belief in tight control of the I 
movement of the refugees a result 
of political pressure from ;urround- J 

109 cOl11munities; and the' Army's I 

looser control. with an emphasis on i 
a I)omey atmosphere for the refu- I 
gees. ' 

Whltteaker said the State. De- , 
partment, Justice Department and 



the state of Arkansas worked out 
plans for the fence before the refu
gees were consolidated at ~he fort. 

The A~my had installed rolls of 
concertina wire - so called be
cause It unravels In accordion-like 
coils - to prevent mass escapes. 
But it was placed discreetly 'out of 
sight where posslbl'e, behind knolls 
and set back from the housing com
pound. 

Drummond "reluctantly" put up 
the concertina wire after the June 
riot. "I felt that was enough of a 
barrier to keep masses of people 
from escaping," he said. 

The State Department disagrees. 
"The problem with concertina 

wire is that you can put a shirt on it 
and crawl over," Whitteaker said. 
"We felt that concertina wire 
would not prevent mass movement 
of people." 

The fence is manned by 344 U.S. 
marshals, National Park Police and 
police from the Federal Protective 
Service, an agency that norma1ly 
guards government office buildings. 

DRUMMOND, 48, is a jowly 
one-star general who hesitates to 
criticize State Department refugee 
policy. !:ie said he was anxious to 
end the Army's "contingency" role 
in operating the camp because the 
duty detracted from training com
bat units. 

But he does lament the isolation 
of the Cubans brouah't on by the 
fence and the idleness of the refu
gees while they await resettlement. 

On ' Aug. 20, Drummond sent a 
memo to Whitteaker, suggesting in
creases of educational programs 
when the camps were consolidate\. 
Children would be taught arithme
tic; adults would be trained at voca
tional centers. 

These recommendations were 
rejected by the State Department. 
"Vocational training is a long-term 
project," Whitteaker said. "In our 
opinion, it's better to get the refu
gee on the outside as soon as possi
ble and let soclal services pick them 
up in the normal system." 

Instead. the camp's compl~ment 
of teachers amounts to 30 Instruc
tors in English and 20 aides for the 
camp's 8,100 inmates. 

Whltteaker, 43, heads the per
sonnel and accounting office of the 
southwest region of the Health and 
Human Services Department. He 
was sent to Fort Chaffee originally 
to oversee health services, but was 
made director when the State De
partment's Cuban-Haitian Task 
Force took control of the operation 
July 15. . 

"You can't make everyone per
fect. People want a refugee who 
has a trade, who has an education 
to come out of this camp. And that 
is truly unrealistic," he said . 

IN THE MEANTIME, the weary 
refugees merely walt. 

For security reasons, the camp 
divides Its Inmates into several 
compounds separated by fences; the 
famiJYarea. the area for sinl!le men. 

a youth section, protective-custody 
barracks for Informers and refugees 
who fear for their safety, one pris
on. within the camp for trouble
makers. and another for refugees 
who have returned to the fort from 
failed sponsorships. 

A few refugees sell colorful 
flowers made from crepe paper and 
wire. Others hawk paintings pro
duced in an arts-and-crafts shop. 
Their only customers in the en
closed camp are government em
ployes and an occasional visitor or 
journalist. 

Baseball games liven up open 
fields between the barracks. Three 
young Cubans shadow-box on an 
outdoor ring. 

But idleness dominates. Earlier 
in the camp's history, refugees 
would nervously strain at the barri
cades, calling out to passersby, ..Li· 
bertad." 

THEY NOW STROLL dully be
hind the fence, nap, sit, wonder, 
"Why me?" 

"We are desperate," said Alfon
so Hernandez Tavares. He was 
wearing a red quilt jacket, the type 
given refugees who had originally 
been sent to Wisconsin. 

Hernandez, an amiable black 
man with yellowish eyes who lives 
in the family section, did not sound 
angry, but rather exasperated. 

He said he was a cook, and 
therefore beHeved he could easily 
find work outside the camp. Her
nandez, 55, admitted he spoke no 
English. He said he would have 
studied but he needed eyeglasses. 

Optometry services are not 
available. 

"Look, I have been in no trou
ble," Hernandez said . "I just came 
here to live tranquilly." He pro
duced a letter of commendation 
from the camp commander at Fort 
McCoy, Wis., praiSing him for his 
role in keeping the camp clean. 

"Why can we not leave? Every 
day, it Is the same: be patient," he 
said. 

ON THE OTHER side of the gate 
that opens to the larger section 
where the single men live, Lazaro 
Garcia Guerrero leans on his 
crutches and laughs at suggestions 
that the disease that cripples him 
has also handicapped his chances at 

finding a sponsor. 
"I had sponsors. They had rented 

me an apartment in Wisconsin," 
said the 34-year-old lathe operator. 
He suffers from a severe arthritis 
that has twisted and stunted the 
growth of his legs. 

Lazaro Garcia never made it to 
his new apartment in Wisconsin. 
His sponsQJ' had a change of heart. 

"The news came out. that a 
Cuban killed his sponsor," he said, 
referring to the: alleged beating 
death of a sponsor by a refugee in 
Wisconsin. "That really crippled 
me. The sponsor said, 'No Cu
bans.' " 

NEARBY, Aquilino Estrada sold 
paper flowers made from colored 
::~:-!ng and wire for $1 each. 

"I had a1l my money stolen. And 
my cassette and radio," he said. Es
trada, a white heavy-equipment op
erator, is 39. "We have nd choice 
but to be cairn. But I didn't come 
here for this." 
. Security 'at the camp is main

tained by the federal police and by 
the threat of incarceration in the 
area known as Level 2. Level 2 
holds troublemakers who have not 
committed a crime that would yet 
place them in the stockade to face 
hearings that could bar their entry 
Into the United States. 

"It is for people who escape from 
the base, the fence jumpers, curfew ' 
violators, brawlers," Whitteaker 
said. "Repeat offenders are taken to I 

the stockad,e." 
As of last week, 169 refugees 

were detained behind the extra r01ls 
of barbed wire in Level 2. 

IN A CORNER of Level 2. behind 
equa1ly extensive roils of wire. live 
refugees who have returned to Fort 
Chaffee after having been spon
sored and taken to new homes out
side. 

"They are kept here as examples 
to the other refugees: Don't return 
to Chaffee, or you get put here and 
have to start over," said Fernando 
Rangel, who works in the com
pound called Level 2B. 

Some 72 refugees have returned 
to the fort from as far away as 
Texas and Georgia. Rangel said 
many complained of poor working 
conditions on farms and in work 
gangs where they were underpaid . 



---

Marlo Hernandez Aguilar and his 
wile Maria Nela Moreira ran away 
from their sponsor in Arkansas be
cause Hernandez thought the man 
was making eyes at his wife. Her
nandez also said they weren't get
ting paid for their farm work. 

"I think we're locked in here to 
be an example to the others," Her
nandez said. "I don't think my wife 
is interested in escaping." 

She is six months' pregnant. "I've 
had enough of sponsors," she said. 
"No more sponsors. Send me back 
to Cuba instead of a sponsor." 

A young black woman who 
asked not to be identified also lives 
in Level 2B. She suffers from sy
philis and is pregnant. Her sponsors 
in Georgia couldn't afford the medi
cal care she'needs. 

"They sent me back here," she 
said, "1 will go back soon, I hope. 
This is so much like a jail." 

ALSO SEPARATE are the minors 
- victims in the past of attacks by 
homosexual toughs in the general 
population, subject to loneliness and 
depression, especially when reject
ed by relatives in the'United States. 

Ten teenage girls are segregated 
at the camp psychological hospital, 
but not because they have psycho
logical problems. It is only because 
they are girls in a camp of men. 

Sixty-five teenage boys live at 
Fort Chaffee, also segregated from 
the rest of the camp to protect them 
from homosexual attack , 

"I have been claimed b~ an aunt 
and a cousin in Brooklyn," said 
Angel Ferrel, a black youth who 
came alone to the United States and 
wants to study medicine. "I am just 
waiting the orders." 

He hasn't been told. 
His relatives don't want him. 
Margarita Moreno, an assistant 

director of the area, said: "It is bet
ter not to tell him until he has a· 
new sponsor. 

"It would only depress him," 

IN THE NEIGHBORING com
pound, a group of men lives in pro
tective custody. They were Cuban 
security guards at Fort Chaffee or 
other bases and now fear reprisals. 

"I was part of the Aguilas at Fort 

McCoy," said Molses Mojena Loza
no. The Aguilas (Eagles) was a 
Cuban security force at the camp. It 
had to be broken up when some of 
its members began abusing its pow
ers to extort favors and money 
from other refugees. 

"When the bad one,s among us 
started breaking the rules, others of 
us resisted. There were knife fights. 
I was slashed once. Some of those 
people are here," Mojena said. "I 
cannot live among them safely.:' 

But for most of the refugees.> it is 
not danger but loneliness ,and the 
elusiveness of liberty that play on 
their minds. 

THERE'S A DISCO ill the men's 
section of Fort Chaffee. The build
ing with red lights Is sad. 

Men. mostly black, lean against 
the walls staring at invisible dance 
partners. Only 149 single women 
reside 'at Fort Chaffee and on a 
rainy night last week, none ,had 
come to the disco. 

The walls were lined by pictures 
from magazines. Nude women . 
Rakish men wearing thin lapeled 
suits. Shoe and car advertisements. 
An enticing view of America. ' 

A group of black men practi'ced 
dance steps seen on TV. They wore 
knit caps and broad-brimmed hats 
popular among American black 
youths. 

"The word is getting around, The 
sponsors want white people," said 
,Lourdes Torres Capote, 20, a IIght
skinned mulata. She was going' to 
the disco, but thought the ratio of 
men-to-women too high. "I don't 
worry. My boyfriend has white fea
tures," she said. 

Nearby, Luis Esteban Lassus hap
pily picked up the letter sent to him 
from Washington. He had endeared 
himself to the Catholic Conference 
case workers when he was at Fort 
Indiantown Gap. 

Now, one of them had found a 
sponsor for him in Washington, 
D.C, 

He would probably leave the base 
within two weeks, if his flies can be 
found. Camp ortlcials say his files 
are there - somewhere - in the 
welter of records that, like the refu
gees, has flowed into Chaffee from 
the closing camps around the coun
try in the last two months. 

"I am so anxious," he said. 

Lassus, the student of philosophy, 
was asked If he would advise other 
Cubans to come to the United 
States. 

He thought. "Only if they were 
prepared," he said. He did not mean 
with a university education or phi
losophy. 

"This is a different country. 
Taxes, capitalism. Racism," he said. 
"One must be prepared. 
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l!~E~~ fln~?#&cuffed 

Herald Slaff Writer Youth Hall officials suggested the officer 

A 17-year-old Cuban boatlift refugee. ar- call the Krome Avenue refugee camp. Offi
rested for grand theft, was set free in the cials there told Putz they've been instructed 
parking lot of Youth Hall because the arrest- not to accept any more refugees because the 
ing officer could find no facility willing to camp is to be closed. Call the youth's spon
take him. ' sor, they said. 

"I unhandcuffed him and told him he was Putz called the sponsor, an aunt who livesfree to go," said Miami Beach Detective Mike in Hialeah. "She doesn't want him," PutzPutz. "I gave him my card and told him to said. "She couldn't handle him." call me ," 
After Putz arrested the teen on the felony Putz didn't give up , He tried to reach two 

charge Saturday morning, he called Youth juvenile court judges; both were out of town. 
Hall and told them he was bringing a prison- He called a Dade County official, who said 
er over. "They said they've been instructed nothing could be done . 
by the s~ate not to take any refugees unles!l -"putz took the teen to the Dade Coun\r jail 
it's a ca~al felony like homicide or rape or {j. to oe fingerprinted and booked. Then hie de- ; 

No One Wants Him 
cided to give Youth Hall one last try, "I 
thought maybe I'd get better results if I just 
took him over there," Putz said. But Youth 
Hall officials stood' firm. 

It was 6:30 p.m. Putz was ,already off duty . 
"I didn't want to let him go, but I wasn't 
going to take him home with me," he said. "I 
talked to him in Spanglish. I told him we 
have a lot of problems with our justice sys
tem and that the prison for young people 
didn't want him. I tried to tell him to stay out 
of trouble ." 

"It appears that this kid fell right through 
the gaps and that's unfortunate," said Linda 
Berkowitz, spokesman for the state Depart
ment of Health and Rehabilitatil-.e Resources. 

"We're going to have to take a look at thiS." 
"I've heard the frustrations voiced by the 

police and the victims," said Dade Juvenile. 
Court Judge Morton Perry. "He would have 
had to commit two separate, serious crimes 
against property before, under this new law, 
he could be held in detention." 

"I felt embarrasssed. humiliated," Putz 
said. "The kid needed to be shown that when 
you get in trouble you're going to be put in 
jail or at least suffer some consequence." 

The youth was back on Miami Beach Sun
day. staying at the same motel as the woman 
whose $6,000 worth of jewelry he allegedly 
stole and the witness ,who helped police 
catch him, Putz said. 

fvlwi~{i=)ufl {of}
Cuban iYatient Dies 

In C!of~~ospital 
FORT CHAFFEE, Ark. ~ (UPI) 

_ A medical attendant ma~mg roU
tine rounds in a post hospital e~ly 
Sunday discovered a Cuban p~tl~nt 
dead in a psychiatric ward, offiCials 
said . 

state Department spokesman 
Van Rush said the 23-year-old man, 
whose name was not released,. ha~, 
been in the ward "for some time 
and apparently died of natural 

ca~~s~utopsy was pe~fo:m~ and 

there was no obvious mdlc~tlon of 


, the cause of death. The medical. ex

aminer reported no external signs 

to indicate the cause of death. Rush 

said. 
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VOWEL PLAY: The first se
rious and maybe even rational 
public dis£ussion of the antibilin

' gual referendum may take place 
at the meeting Wednesday of the 
Tiger Bay Club at the Dupont 
Plaza. Miami attorney Dick Pet
tigr~w has agreed to speak 
against the referendum on be
half of a group called Together 
for Dade's Future, made up of 
some very prominent Establish
ment types. Jeff Rosenthal, at
torney for Emmy Shafer's Cit!

PETTIGREW zens for Dade United, who think 
of ,themselves as just regular folks, promises that 
someone from his group will show up, maybe Shafer 
herself. 

"Among other things this referendum doesn't 
do," says Pettigrew, "it doesn't affect the education
alsystem, it doesn't affect private employment prac
tices and it doesn't correct a lack of ethics or eti
quette. It would contribute to the further polariza
tion of the community." That was also a point made 
by the Urban League of Greater Miami last week 
when it emphatically voiced its opposition to the or
dinance: "The anti bilingual ordinance has brought 
and will bring further divisiveness to a community 
already ravaged with suspicion and hatred." 

Together for Dade's Future is not an officially 
sanctioned function of the Greater Miami Chamber 
of Commerce, but it's headquartered in chamber 
offices and Chamber President Hank Green. Presi
dent-elect Walter ReveD and VP Armando Codlna 
are all active in it. So are attorneys Parker Thomson, 
Jobn Smitb and Bill Colson; United Teachers of Dade 
VP Pat Tornillo; Metro Commissioner Rutb Shack 
and Barnett Bank of Miami Chairman John Benbow; 
The group filed a campaign finance report last week 
listing $3,440 in assets, but deputy treasurer Judy 
Cline says they have pledges for enough money to fi
nance an advertising blitz before the NoV'. 4 general
election. . 

~eLfu~~JW.e~hM~1!SW . ' 

The Catholic Service Bureau of the Archdio

cese of Miami is seeking mothers to work with 
the Little Havana Family Day Care Program to 
establish licensed homes to care for refugee chil
dre" of different nationalities. Each home will 
have a maximum of five children between six 
weeks and three years old. Day care mothers will 
receive $80 per child monthly and food reim
bursem~nt. Toys and equipment will be provided. 
To qualify for licensing, a home must have a sep
arate area for children measuring 20 square feet 
of floor space per child. It must have a fenced 
area, a heating system and a telephone. For 
more information contact Lourdes Garcia at 
324-5424. 

Weic]{er: DrQP 
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CU~a~mDargo
JL.()~ go )lie 
. WASHINGTON - (AP) - The 

United States should drop its trade 

embargo against Cuba because it 


serves to strengthen Soviet 

'dominance 
there, says Sen .. 
Lowell P. 
Weicker Jr. 

Weicker, a 
Connecticut Re-

I publicl!-n, also 

predicted after 

his return from 

Cuba that the 


. United States 

will normalize 

diplomatic rela

tions with the 

island within 


. The embargo "deprives American 

mdustry of a market. It also de
prives us of competition with the 

Soviet Union for the affections of 

the Cuban people," said Weicker 

who spent three days in Cuba last 

w~ek and had 12 hours of meetings 

wIth Cuban President Fidel Castro. 


The trade embargo, imposed fully 

In 1962. has little effect any more 

on: the Cuban economy, Weicker 

saId. 

die next five years. 

I 
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F~F-}2l~Jn~~Hours of Violence 
}1 lly JOCl FLEISCHMAN , New York and his wife's refusal to accompany them shortly after midnight Monday . The mtrud-

Herald StaH Writer him, Beall said. Balbuena called from New York er was apparently planning to rob them , Metro 
Acts of violence left five people dead in a laSt Friday and said he was returning to Miami, homicide detectives said. 

24-hour period ending Monday night, bringing police said. He walked intQ the small cott,age. 
the 1980 Dade homicide toll to 433. where his wife and a ma(e friend were babysit MARY McCORMICK, a waitress, died at 

ting for Balbuena's 3-year-old daughter and a North Shore Hospital'. Her daughter was listed in 
A Cuban boatlift refugee shot and killed his stable condition at a local hospital, police said.friend's 2-month-old baby. Without warning,wife. then shot himself in the head I,ne Sunday, The McCormicks' apartment had been broBalbuena shot his .wife several times with aan Opa-Iocka woman was shot to death Monday ken into three days earlier and the burglar gotsmall-calib~r revolver. poli~e said.morning in. an apparent robbery attempt, and away with about $350 worth of jewelry, police

two people were found fatally stabbed in North The friend tried to wrestle the gun from Bal said. "We have no idea whether the burglary is 
Miami Beach high-rise Monday afternoon, police buena, then fled the cottage when Balbuena con related Ito the shootings I or not," said Homicide 
said. tinued shooti(lg. Balbuena then turned the gun Detective Jack Remmen . on himself. . . '.

The murder-suicide of Antonio Balbuena, 26. .And about 3:45 p.m. Monday , Morris Pensky, 
and his wife Nancy, 23, of 2327 NW 34th St.. Th.e Balbuenas' child 'i~ beiqg cared for by 55, and his wife Toby, 53, were found stabbed to 
was the result of marital problems, said l\ofiami friends, police said. death in their seventh-floor apartment at Wind
Homicide Detective Jimmy Beall. Two Opa-Iocka women. Mary 'McCormick, sor Towers, 1551 NE 167th St., MetrO police 

60, and her daughter Rosemary, 23, were alone said. 
THE LATEST in a series of arguments the in their apartment at 2911 NW 132nd Ter. when The motive in that double-murder also ap

couple had was Balbuena's decision to move to an unidentified man forced his way in and shot pears to be robbery. investigators said. 

S~(~~~ rJot at mental hospital 

f:!oclate.., Pr... ~1 -'.- :'~ 01)- - __ _ _ - 

tJ't./'V l>V 
WASHINGTON - Cuban refugees transferred here 

for psychiatric observation seized control of a building 
at S1., Elizabeth's Hospital for six hours before police 
move4in to quell the disturbance . 

A;'sppkesman for the Immigration and Naturaliza
tio!l 'SerVice said there were no injuries in the incident 
yeSttlrday~, which came only 24 hours after a similar 
disturbance at the federal mental hospital. 

Meanwhile, 20 of the Cubans being held at S1. Eliz· 
abeth's filed suit in U.S. District Court asking that they 
be r~le~~,ed. conteOding they are not mentally iII and do 
no1 require psychiatric treatment. The suit charged 
thft confinement is ~ehumanizing and stigmatizing." 

U.S. 'District Ju'dge John Garrett Penn scheduled a 
hearing today. 

. The refugees' suit. filed on their behalf by the Pub· 
lic Defender Service, seeks to force the federal govern
ment to prove that they are legally confined. 
, If the government believes theCubims must be kept 
at St . Elizabeth's, the suit sail;1, federal officials must 
provide the refugees with hearings and follow other 

procedures that are necessary before someone can be 
involuntarily committed to a mental hospital. . 

Officials said that there were 92 Cubans in the 
building when the disturbance began about I :30 p.m . 
but that police took five into custody. H')spital em
ployes fled from the building. . 

The Cubans remained in control until early evening, 
when about 100 uniformed immigration officers moved 
in to secure the two-story brick structure. 

Acting Commissioner David Crosland said 19 in· 
mates identified as troublemakers were taken to An· 
drews Air Force Base for flights to other federal facHi· 
tips. They included 17 men being sent to the penitentia· 
ry in Springfield, Mo., and two women being sent to a 
prison in Lexington, Ky. 

The rest of the Cubans will continue to be housed .d 
St , Elizabeth's, Crosland said. . 

Don Ralbovski. a spokesman for the Public Health 
Service, said the disturbance began wl1en the Cubans 
smashed windows and began thr.owing objects onto the 
lawn. The Cubans, transferred to St. Elizabeth's from 
relocation camps fn Wisconsin and Pennsylvania, also 
waved a Cuban flag from a hospital window. 



Refugees ~eize U.l:..Facility~
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~urrender After Six Hours 


By ALFONSO CHARDY 
Herald Staff Wrlt.r 

Armed with makeshift weapons, 
92 angry Cuban refugees - most 
suffering from mental or emotional 
disorders - seized control Monday 
of a small building .in a sprawling 
Washington, D.C., mental hospital. 

But after six hours, they were 
persuaded by authorities to lay 
down their pipes, bottles filled with 
paint and broken light bulbs. The 
rebellion ended with the Cubans 
walking out of Building B of St. 
Elizabeth's Hospital. 

There were no injuries or major 
damage, authorities said. 

About 200 officers from the 
Metro Washington Police Depart
ment, the U.S. Park Police and the 
Immigration and Naturalization 
Service, many in riot gear, secured 
the building after the Cubans were 
persuaded to leave the facility vol
untarily, authorities reported. 

Nineteen of the refugees - 17 
men and two women - were con
sidered "troublemakers" and were 
flown Monday night from Andrews 
Air Force Base, near Washington to 
a federal prison in Springfield, Mo. 

THE INCIDENT occurred in one 
of about 100 buildings in the 230
acre hospital complex in the south
eastern sector of the city. Police 
spokesmen said a group of about 20 
refugees had led the takeover. Wit

: ' nesses said the disturbance began at 
, I p.m. when the Cubans smashed 

windows and began throwing ob
jects onto tree-lined lawns outside 
the building. 

Twenty Cubans from St. Eliza
beth's had filed a suit Monday In 
U.S. District Court, contending that 
they Were not mentally ill and ask
ing the court to release them. U.S. 
District Judge John Garrett Penn 
set a hearing on the case for today . . 

Washington authorities said they 
did not know what had triggered 
the incident, the second at the facil
ity In two days. But federal officials 
attributed it to lingering stress from 
the boatlift that brought more than 

125,000 Cubans to the United States 
from April to ~eptember. 

THE DISTURBANCE was the lat· 
est in an intermittent string of vio
lent incidents Involving dissatisfied 
Cuban refugees. Most of the earlier 
violence has been blamed on the 
continued detention of homeless 
Cubans at relocation camps without 
immediate prospects for sponsors, 
jobs or a normal lifestyle. 

"We have to get them to a stable 
environment," said Dr. Larry Sil
ver, a U.S. Public Health Services 
psychiatrist. "Some of them are ex
pressing their frustration. They are 
being incarcerated. They spent 20 
years in a country being taught to 
hate Americans." 

The Cubans had been transferred 
to S1. Elizabeth's Hospital for psy
chiatric evaluation from relocation 

. 

- As.sociated Pres. ; . 

Park Police Enter St. Elizabeth's Hospital 
• •• ending takeover by refugees in Washington: 
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camps i~ Wisconsin and Pennsylvaf 
nia because they were suspected of' 
having come directly from mental 
institutions in Cuba. 

At one of the camps, Fort Chaf~ 
fee, Ark., authorities Sunday re
ported the death of a 23-year-old 
Cuban patient. in a psychiatrie 
ward. : 

The death sparked rumors in the 
Miami Cuban community, and on 
Monday the Spanish-American 
League Against Discrimination 
(SALAD) drafted a telegram to 
Health and Human Services. Secre
tary Patricia Harris, demanding an 
investigation into the handling of 
Cuban refugee mental patients. Fort 
Chaffee spokesman Van Rush de-: 
eliDed comment on SALAD's de'" 
mands. He said an autopsy of the: 
body had not revealed the cause of. 
death. . 
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MB. Refugees
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Are Facing 

Eviction Now 


By ELLEN BARTLETT 
N,rlld StlH Wrlt.r 

Victoria Caridad-Balladares. balanced her I-year-old son, 
Anyer, on the stone wall outside Miami Beach's Gotham Hotel and 
stared down the street. 

She had stood in the same place for ~O minutes, solemn, un
moving. There was no reason to move, she said. There was no
where to move to. 

At noon Monday, the people who 
run the pink-and-white Gotham 
Hotel, 702 13th St., told Caridad
Balladares that she, her husband i 
and her baby - Cuban refugees 
who came to the United States on 
the boatllft from MarieI Harbor 
would have to leave. 

Many other penniless Cuban ref- . 
ugees, who for more than three 
months have been sheltered free of 
charge in Miami Beach hot~ls. may 
find themselves without homes 
again by the end of the week. 

The city last Wednesday stopped 
distributing authorization forms, 
guaranteeing payment for hotel 
rooms for refugees, when a prom
ised $60,000 federal grant to reim
burse those hotels ran out. 

The last of the authorization 
fOF-1M; ·whieh-are-good-fer a -week;
will expire Friday. 

Th~· city depleted the . grant 
which was supposed to last through 
the month - by Oct. 10. But the 
grant was spent only on paper. 

CITY OFFICIALS say they have 
not received any cash reimburse
ment from the federal government 
and, therefore, have been unable to 
reimburse any of the hotels. 

The federal Cuban-Haitian Task 
Force has asked the city of Miami, 
Beach to keep the refugees in Beach 
hotels until the end of the month. 

In a letter hand·delivered to 
Mayor Murray Meyerson Sunday, 
James Gigante, Miami director of 
the task force, offered the city an 
additional $40,000 to pay for the 
rooms until Nov. 1. 

But city officials' -- still- waiting 
for the original $60,000 reimburse
ment - were unimpressed. 

The Miami Beach City Commis
sion will meet today to discuss the 
task force offer and to decide 
whether -to accept it. 

"It is nothing more than a stone
walling effort, in my opinion, until 
the [Nov. 4 presidential] election"~ 
said Meyerson. "We may not have a 
Tent City, but we have a hotel 
city." 

". DON'T think too much of it," 
said Assistant City Manager Hal 
Cohen. "Our problem has been to 
get the federal government to relo
cate the refugees and there is no ev
idence that they have that capabili
ty. And now they're asking us to 
keep the lid on until the end of Oc
tober." 

The task force opened a refugee
resettlement office on'Miami Beach 
three weeks ago. Nearly 400 refu
gees have been interviewed. So far 
none of them has been resettled. 

"There are obstacles," said task 

Tum to Page 2C Col. 2 



Beach Refuses to Pay Refugees' Rent it
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force spokeswoman Maria linares. "Volunteer agen
cies are flooded with refugees. We're having problems 
getting sponsors. . I really don't know what we're 
going to dO." 

City officials estimate there are between 3.000 and 
4.000 Cuban refugees living in Miami Beach hotels, 
about half of them in rooms for which the federal gov
ernment has promised to pay rent. 

If the city does not take the money. and stands with 
its decision to withhoid more room vouchers, most of 
the refugees will be evicted from their rooms by Fri
day.. 

"When that time runs out. it's going to be hell on 
Miami Beach," said Rolin Rodriguez. city director of 
community services. 

But even if the city accepts the money and agrees to 
keep these refugees who already occupy hotel rooms 

"Yolullteel' a~en('jes a,' .. 
flooded with 

"-

refu~et.'s. \re ~I'(' 

having problenls gcttin~ 
sponsors... I really don-t 
know what we're going to do: 

- Maria Linares. 
lask force spoke~woman 

on the Beach. the hotels themselves may not 10 along 
with the plan. 

THE WINTER tourist season begins Nov. L Mftny 
of the rooms in South Beach's modest. low-cost hotels 
have been reserved and paid for. And most hoteliers 

say they have neither the room nor the inclination to 
. keep refugees on when the season starts. 

In his letter to Mayor Meyerson, Gigante promised 
that the task force would continue to try and relocate 
the refugees ;lway from the Beach. 

But meantime. the official-looking pieces of paper 

- the Signed promises renewed once a week that the 

city of Miami Beach will pay hotels to house refugees 

- are expiring. And the city isn't giving out anymore. 


Caridad-Balladares found that out when she went 

to have her promise renewed Monday morning. 


She has no money to pay the rent herself. Her hus

band has no job. Monday night their time was up and 

they did not know where to go. 


The manager of the Goth~m dido't want her hOlel 

in the paper. 


'" don't want to kick them out," she said. "But 

what can you do? I pay my own utility bills. Look. go 
 w 
somewhere else. It's like this all over the Beach." 
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President Hails Florida's Handlin~ 
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rI/~OM }'ifuLER
H.ra,ld Washlngfon Bur.ilu ' 

President Carter delivered a mes
sage of tolerance for refugees and 
defended religious freedom Tuesday 
during a campaign swing through 
South Florida. 

At a " town meeting" in the Edi
son High School gymnasium in 
Miami, the President applauded the 
city's residents for bearing the 
brunt of the Cuban and Haitian ref
ugee influx of the past six months. 

"Your community ... has been 
through tough ti mes," Carter said, 
standing in shktsleeves before the 
1,200 people who filled the gym . 

·' I·don't deny that. And I regret 
that you have had to suffer, perhaps 
more than anyone else in this na
tion ." 

Bu~, Carter added, he was 
" proud" of the way Floridians "did 
wliirt' was right" in resettling the 
estimated 88,000' refugees who re
main in South Florida. 

HE ALSO strongly defended the 
constitutional separation of church 
and' state, sharply disagreeing with 
a questioner who told him that the 
country "was buil( on a Christian 
foundation. " 

"As a Christian and a Baptist ," 
Carter replied, "I can tell you that 
this nation was not founded just on ! 

the Christian religion ." 
And to hearty applause, he ridi- , 

culed right-wing evangelical groups i 
that, have promulgated what they , 
call Christian positions on many po
litical issues. 

"The Bible doesn't say whether 
there's one or two Chinas; the Bible 
doesn't say how to' balance the fed
eral budget; the Bible doesn't say 
whether to deploy the BI bomber 
or whether we should have air
launched cruise missiles," Carter 
said. 

THE PRESIDENT'S trip to South 
Florida was intended primarily to 
try to overcome lingering resent-

Turn to Page 18A Col. 1 

- JOHN WALTHER I Miami Herald Slott 

('residenlial Coal COliit'S Off as Questions Bf'gin 
... 1ft Edison High School 'town meeting' 
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ment toward his candidacy because 
of the refugee Issue. Although Car
ter easily won Florlda in 1976. Re
publlcan Ronald Reagan has cam
paigned vigorously In the state and 
is tied with Carter In the polis. 

The state's 17 electoral votes _ 
only seven states have more _ 
could be crucial on Nov. 4. Carter's 
forces especially are concerned that 
without carrying Florida, the Presi
dent may lose. 

His campaign strategists concede 
that Carter's handling of the Cuban 
and Haitian refugee .criSis has creat
ed a major obstacle to his chances 
in Florida. 

Carter, however; made no apolo
gy Tuesday for the way he has han( dled the situation. 

Instead, he urged the aUdience to 
show tolerance for the refugees. He 
said the refugee influx was "one of 
the most difficult human problems" 
he had faced during his administra
tion, But, he added, his reaction to it 
was guided. by· the belief that "our 
nation is a nation of Immigrants.
We're a nation of refugees. 

"But once people get [to Amerl
ca I and realize a II the tremendous 
advantages of freedom and a good 
life ... there's a natural human ten
dency to say, 'Don't let anybody
else come in.' .. 

His remarks drew lOUd cheers. 

NOTING THAT his ancestors 
came from England and Scotland 
seeking religious freedom, Carter 
said, ''I'm glad the early settlers of 
this country didn't stop my ances

tors when they wanted to come to 
the United States." 

In his opening comments, the 
President reminded the audience 
that Washington is reimbursing 
state and local governments $100 
million to cover some of the costs of 
the refugee wave. (Many Florida 
lawmakers complained that this 
amount was insufficient to cover all 
local and state outlays.) 

Carter defended his administra
tion's handling of the Cuban refu
gee influx as a humanitarian action, 
He said that after the boats in the il

legal flotilla lett Martel. Cuba. with 
refugees aboard. "I had a choice to 
treat them like human belng~, with 
precious lives, or see their lives lost 
at sea. 

"I did what was right, and I'm 
glad the Floridians . did what was 
right, too." . 

The President also promised that 
his administration would not put 
any more Cuban refugees in Flori
da, but would attempt to resettle 
them in other states where jobs are 
available. 

In a later meeting with Dade 

County poUtical leaders at the Sher
aton JtJver House, Carter acknowl
edaed the closenesa of the race in 
Florida and uraed Democrats to 
unite behind him. 

As he has done frequently in re~ 
cent days, Carter reminded the 
gatherlng that the late Hubert Hum
phrey lost the 1968 election to .Rich
ard Nixon because many liberal 
Democrats who had favored Eugene 
McCarthy didn't vote. 

Carter has drawn a parallel be
tween that vote and the 1980 con
test in urging · disaffected Demo

crats who have supported Inde
pendent John Anderson to remain 
with the Democratic Party on Nov. 
4. 

Carter also took some slaps at 
R,eagan. After mentioning that Rea
gan .rarely speaks without notes, 
the President said, "When you're in 
the Oval Office deatlng with a crisis 
. " or when you're Sitting across 
the negotiating table with President 
Brezhnev trying to guarantee the 
future of our nation and the peace 
of the world, you can't rely on 
three-by-five cards and you can't 
read a teleprompter." 
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By ELLEN BARTLETT 
Her.ld 51.ff Writer 

They have no money. They have 
no jobs. And by Friday, more than 
1,500 destitute Cuban refugees who 
have received three months of free 
lodging in Miami Beach hotels may 
have no homes . . 

Beach commissioners, meeting in , 
an emergen,cy session Tuesday 
afternoon, voted 6-1 to stop guaran
teeine th~ hotels payment for the 
refugee~ rooms. 

By Friday, when the' last of· ~he 
signed . vouchers expires, between ' 
1,500 and . 2,000, penniless refugees 
staylna .lp"l about· a dozen South 
Bea.ch hotels maY'cbe evicted from 
their' rooms. 

Ma9.Y, ..~r,ead~ have..been-ordered 
to leav~ 'All 5a'y- they have nowhere 
to go but. the streets, 

The city administration actually 
stopped distributing the vouchers 
last week, when a $60,000 federal 
grant to reimburse the hotels - a 
grant the city has been promised 
but has not actually received - ran 
out. 

CITY COMMISSIONERS simply 
added their stamp of approval, be
fore a roomful of muttering, seri
ous-faced Cuban refugees and hotel 
owners. 

In voting to cut off the aid, com
missioners also refused to accept an 
additional $40,000 t,hat would ~a~e 

paid for rooms until the end of the: 
month. 

In a letter delivered Sunday to 
Beach Mayor Murray Meyerson, tile 

, federal Cuban-Haitiall Task Force 
offered the money if the city would 
continue- to shelter the refugees 
until Nov. 1. . -1 

But the commissioners were un
moved. . / ,. 

"I don't, . . intend to vote to give 
the administration the authority to 
try to feed the entire refugee popu
lation of the· world,'.' said Commis
sioner Leonard Weinstein; his com
ments greeted by loud applause 
from the, audience. "You don',t vote 
for continuation of a, program that 
isn' t properly oJJrs ... It's not ~ our 
duty to assist them in rem'aining:!n 
establishments on Miami Beach." :, 

"THE FEDERAL government· is 
using this area: as a. sacrifice," s'aid· 
Commissioner Mel Mendelson, 
"Sooner or later we're going to get 
it through our thick heads that 
we~ve been written . off; ., . We're 
faced with a crime wave, we've got 
a housing problem and they [federal 
officials] are in Miami getting' 
votes.'" . 

Only Commissioner Simon Wjk. 
ler opposed the motion, which w~ 
made by Weinstein and seconded b)l 
Commissioner Mildred Falk. "~ 

"These people are going to be o~~ 

Turn to Page 2B Col. 3 
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in the streets .. ' We've got to see it 
through to the end of the month , It 
would just be merciless lnot toj," 
Wikler said. 

Wikler proposed his own motiQn 
to extend the program until Nov, I. 
That motion was defeated 5 to 2: 
Only Commissioner Alex Daoud 
sided with Wikler. 

Many commissioners said extend
ing ~he pro~ram would only post
pone the problem, Hotel owners , 
want the refugees out when the 
season starts next month anyway, 
they said. . 

THE CUBAN-HAITIAN Task 
Force had 1)0 'cQmm~nt ,about the 
outcome of the meeting, A spokes
man said. the issue would be dis
cussed at a press conference this 
week, 

Ref.ugees and hotel owners alike 
were angered by the commiSsion's 
decision - ,refugees because they 
have nowhere to go, hotel owners 
because they are stuck with te\1ants 
who can't .pay their rent. 

"What are we supposed to. do? 
We call't just put them out in the 
street," said Linda PolanSKY, owner 
of the Clay Hotel on Espanola Way, 
Some 30 refugees have stayeq in 14 
rooms at the hoteL -' 

About 50 refugees attended the 
meeting , There were young men 
dressecl in blue jeans and T-shirts, 
women wilrll children trailing from 
each hand, They arrived in large 
groUps and sat together ,' huddled in 
a dark Corher Qf the commissio.n 
chambers, 

None spoke English, so they 
brought interpreter Mario Martinez 
~~:~~:.k for lh~m, He never had a 

I ,, }~Ii;ght ~~, ,_rjn~ 14~!, .-'r,~ Cuba 
A!'Iother 140' refugees from , the State Department. As yet, 

Cuba - : ;lbout halt ot them there is no timetable for their re
A'!lericans ~ will fly to Miami , turn.' Todl\Y'S group will include 
.this afternoon aboard a char- .'.' , , " 
tered jet. However, the Jreed,om 10ng4,.me Amencan ,reSidents of 
flig,llt will not carry any of Cuba' ,n4 dual na~onals, The 
the 33 American prisoners Cas~ grouR will . Qe' bused to Tropical 

' tr,o pas promiseq to release, says , Park for processing upon arrivaL 
___________--,._.....,._-'-~-.,..,..'-. ________..J 

the news, 
Larry Ta¥lor, owner of the Nemo 

' Hotel, 116' Collins Ave" where 
abo\lt 50 Cuban refugees were stay" 
ing ' ~t federal., expense, stopped be" 
side 'tbem and told them he was 
sorry , They could stay the night, 
Qut if they CQuldn't find someone t~ 
pic\< up the ',tab, they woul,d have t.o. 

, ,.__ 't -.....:.~ -- -- --

leave t04ay. 
"What can J. say? The city owes 

me more than $10;000. We gQt ,e,,
penses, If We Qon't get paid, we 
can't afford to keep thelll," said 
Taylor, ' . " 

':What's go.ing to happen to these 
People? There's going ' to be more 
crimes. Everyone'~ g~jl1_g, to. steal. 

• <t' __ ~ :, 

~i~i...:h:a~~~a~~~~:~~eYbavetosur-
H~ poil;lte(f to Caridad L",pez, She 

is 33, the mother of four l>oys, The 
?l~~st child is 15, Her husband is jn
Jail m Cuba, I 

Her rent was due Tuesday at the'
Be'ntley Hotel, 50 I Ocean Dr, She 
said hlfl lardlQrd's message hac 
been very clear : No rent, no room. ' . 

Teresa DomlOguez cradJedher 
Z-month-old baby, She was kicked 
Ollt of the Casa Oral)de Hotel Mon
day, She spent ~he night on the 
porc~ in: front o( tlie hotel because 
tnere was nowbere else to go, ' 

"So tile city of Miami Beilcll 
doesn't want the Cubans anymore. 
They're 'tluman beings" too, You 
can't do that to human being~," said 
Martinez, . 

~ AFTER THE meeting, the same 
~, group stood in th!! airy City Hall~ atrium, Silent, suddenly talking all 

at once, then silent again, digesting 
v 
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For ;j;1 PrIsoners In Luba 

WASHINGTON - (UPt) A 

State Departmen t spokesman said 
Tuesday the 33 American prisoners. 
granted freedom by Fidel Castro 
should be released within a few 
days. 

The Castro government, in a sur
prise move some observers inter
preted as a sign of support for Pres
ident Carter's reelection, announced 
Oct. 13 the American prisoners had 
been pardoned. Some face possible 
air piracy charges in the United 
States, as well as accusations of 
drug smuggling. . . 

The head of the Cuban diplomatic 
mission to Washington announced 
Castro's pardon and said the Ameri
cans could be. released soon. . . 

The only apparent reason the 
prisoners are still in Cuba. is the ' . 
time ,required to process their pa
pers ·to leave the island and retuni 
to the United States. 

;, "Their release is expected shor~~ 
Iy," State Department spokesman 
Jack. Cannon' said . ' ·Our. authorities 
in Cuba report the delay is not~jng 
more than the processing requIre
ments. ,. think it Irelease "will be irr 
a matter of days." 

In addition to Ire 33 Americans. 
there ' are two p-risoners . of !iual 

American~Cuban nationality who 
are being processed ' for admission 
to the United States. The a'dminis
tration has said it will help bring 
the released pris()ners out of Cuba. 

The United States and Cuba have 
not maintained diplomatiC relations 
since 1961, but an American inter
ests section. a level several grades · 
below an embassy, is in Havana. 
The group is reviewing the status of 
the 33 Americans, ' as well as 600 
Cubans who wish to enter the Unit~ 
ed ~tates. 

Castro's abrupt decision to end · 
the refugee exodus that brought 
more than. 125,000 Cubans to the 
United States stranded the 600 at 
the port of Mariel this summer. 
Castro' last week asked the United · 
States to process these Cubans for ' 
entry. . 

Castro has said that he will do 
nothing to interfere with Carter's 
race with Republican challenger 
Ronald Reagan . The 'administration . 
welcomed Cllstro's deCision to cut 
off the disQrganized sea escape· of 
Cubans and was pleased he later re
turried to the United States- two... 
men accu,sed of hijacking an airliner 
to Havanlt:' 
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Anti-Bilingualism Proposal 
WHAT began in a fit of spite against 

Cuban-born Dade Countians has 
snowballed into a destructive 

proposed county ordinance that would 
gut tourism promotion and cripple many 
routine government operations. Voters 
should reject that prospect when they 
vote on the anti-bilingualism referendum 
No\r~ 4. 

Unfortunately, the people who pro
duced this proposal were not particular
ly knowledgeable about their local gov
ernment. Worse, they seemed not even' 
to care how much real damage they 
might inflict on the community in their 
cie\.ermination to spite Dade's Spanish
speaking residents. The result is an ordi
nance that could. have far-reaching and 
e.ven dangerous consequences. 

The measure would prohibit, use of 
county funds "for the purpose of utiliz
ing,any language other than English, or 
promoting any culture other than that of 
tl1~rUnited States." It would mean the 
e~a.:of' ads that the Metro Department of 
TOUJ"ism uses in French, German. Soan
ish~ ' and Portuguese. 

More t.han 1.5 million foreign tourists 
spe,nd more than $2 billion per year in 
tlTe county, creating many of those jobs 
tna:it are resented because they require 
bilingual personnel. Sulking monolingu~1 
residents forget that those jobs would 
not exist at all without the visitors who 
come from Latin America, Europe, and 
the Caribbean each year to spend money 
in the Miami area. 

Many Dade residents are angry, frus
trated, or even frightened at being sur
rounded by a language they don't under .. 
stal'!'O and a culture that seems alien. 

Only the most hostile, however. really 
want to prevent th& county from pub
lishing hurricane warnings in Spanish, 
or translating routine government docu
ments relating to zoning, taxes, and 
building permits. 

No responsible person wants to stop 
the use of Spanish in emergency services 
such as police, fire, and medical rescue. 
Only the most cruel would deny the help. 
of a translator to an elderly person who 
is trying to find nursing-home care for a 
hospitalized spouse. Yet these and other 
government services are in jeopardy be
cause bf the thoughtlessness of the anti
bilingualism petitioners. 

Apologists for the proposal try to 
camouflage their handiwork as a mere 
sym bolic protest against the uncon
trolled influx of Cubans. They pretend, 
that the ordinance they wrote won't 
acutally take effect, that the item is 
merely a straw vote on "an attitude" of 
resentment against Spanish and Hispan
ics. 

That's dishonest. What Metro com
missioners passed in 1973 was a mere 
statement of attitude, a- nonbinding reso
lution declaring Dade County bilingual. 
In contrast, the petitioners wrote a real 
ordinance that would govern many fac
ets of coun'ty spending and activity. 

Dade voters on Nov. 4 will face much 
more than an ugly referendum on bigot
ry toward one-third of the community. 
They will face a binding ordinance that 
will affect the life of every county resi
dent. 

That ordinance. along with the appre
hensiveness that spawned it, ought to be 
rejected. 
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One of the 33 Americans scheduled to be released 

soon from a Havana jail claims his drug-smuggling con
viction . resulted ' from "suspect information" fed to 
Cuban authorities by the U.S. Coast.Guard. 

His lawyer say8 the information was radioed to the 
Cubans under a sec~et agreement between the two na
tions to cooperate- in nllillng drug. traffickers .. 

The Coast Guard acknowledges such an agreement, 
says It~s no secret and ¢onfirms that U.S.-Cuba cooper-

Iped Cuba\ 

\ 

ation resulted in the American's arrllst· last year in \ 
Cuban waters. 

Cuban authorities found no drugs on the boat that 
the man was on, but did find marijuana washed ashore \ 
In the vicinity two days later. -The Coast Guard had in
formed·Cuban authorities that - the boat's crew. had. 
been seen throwing squ~e objects intQ the sea:. 

Michael J. Seitier, .26, of Glen Cove,N.Y., was con, 
victed. in. Cuba' and is serving a 15-year sentence there: 
He is one of the' Amel.'icans expected to be released 
under the general pardon Cuba announ.ced last week. 

The. Coast Guard watched as the boat Seitler was 

na drug:suspec 

on Sailed into Cuban waters where he was arrested by 
the Cuban Border Patrol on May 12, 1979. . 

State Department' spokesman Ralph Brabanti con
firmed yesterday that the agreement with Cuban offi- , 
cials on exchanging information about suspected drug 
traffickers was reached at work.ing sessions in January 
1978 and May 1979. "It was purely a nuts-and-bolts 
session to improve communications, particularly in the 
area of Coast Guard search and rescue," Brabanti said. 

"The agreement was well-publicized," Brabantl 
said. 

Seitler apparently was the first person to be arrest-. 

ed under the agreement, Brabanti said. It is not known 
whether other Americans have been arrested in Cuba 
under the agreement. 

The Coast Guard announced the existence of the 
agreement last year. But the U.S. cooperation in the ar
rest of the American by Cuba was not disclosed until 
The New York Times, after examining Coast Guard . 
logs of the incident, reported it yesterday. 

. Citing humanitarian considerations, U.S. officials 
announced in September 1979, that a 17-year ban on 

Ple••e .e.-GUARD. 4A. 
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the use of Cuban waters and airspace by the Coast 
Guard had been ended and a Miami-Havana teletype 
line had been opened. The "hotline" was to enable the 
Coast Guard to alert the Cuba regime to search and res
cue operations conducted by the Coast Guard in Cuban 
waters. 

Capt. Alexander Larzelere, chief of search and res
cue for the Coast Guard's district in Miami, said at the 
time the agreement also included "cooperation in drug 
enforcement matters between Cuba and the United' 
States." 

Seitler claimed the Coast Guard had a secret agree
ment with the Cuban government to control drug
smuggling. He complained that the Coast Guard volun
teered "suspect information" to the Cuban Border Pa
trol that resulted in his arrest on marijuana-trafficking 

• charges. 
In an Aug. 19 letter. Seitler's attorney, Joseph H. 

Blatchford of Washington, asked Adm. John 8. Hayes, 
Commandant of the Coast Guard, if any "official or un
official" agreement existed. 

Blatchford also questioned the Coast Guard's role in 
Seitler's arrest, saying it led to prosecution "under a 
system of justice which is far from American stan
dards." 

In the Cu ban justice system, those accused of 
crimes are considered guilty until proven innocent 
the opposite of the American justice system, according 
to Miami attorney Jose Angueira. who practiced law in 
Cuba before the revolution. 

Coast Guard spokesman Leo Loftus said today that 
Hayes had sent Blatchford a letter acknowledging the 
existence of the agreement. Loftus said he couldn't 
elaborate on the letter until Blatchford receives it, but 
said it denies any improper actions by the Coast Guard. 

Blatchford could not be reached. The Coast Guard 
referred further questions to the State Department, 
which referred them back to the Coast Guard. 

According to the New York Times, a log of radio 
transmissions spanning several days between Havana 
and the. Coast Guard Search and Rescue Center in 
Miami showed that the crew of a Cuban gunboat ar
rested Seitler after the Coast Guard cited "prior infor
mation" that the boat he was on had been involved in 
smuggling. 

The logs showed that the Cuban Border Patrol 
found no drugs aboard the boat. The Cuban Border Pa
trol said it had no interest in the vessel or its crew be
cause of the lack of evidence of smuggling. Coast 
Guard Search and Rescue in Miami responded that the 
boat, EI Bravo I. "was suspect." The Cubans took the 
boat and crew into custoy. 

Cuba later advised the Coast Guard that several 
bales of marijuana were found washed ashore two days 
after the arrests. 

SeitJer's mother, Sunny, who visited him in a Cuban 
jail last month, said in a phone interview with The 
Miami News yesterday from her home in Glen Cove, 
N.Y., that her son had intended to buy the boat. 

Mrs. Seitler said Blatchford had instructed her not 
to discuss the case. "The State Department just told ,me 
to hang around the phone unti1 I hear that Michael has 

been freed," she added. 
Seitler had put a deposit on EI Bravo I, a 65-foot 

Colombian fishing boat, intending to urchase it after 
the shakedown cruise. The Coast Guard cutter Alert, 
based in Cape May, N.J., followed it from ' Cay Sal 
Bank, south of the Florida Straits, into Cuban waters 
off Sagua La Grande on May 12, 1979. Several at
tempts to contact EI Barvo I failed, the Coast Guard 
said. 

Logs of conversations between the Coast Guard and 
the Cuban Border Patrol in Havana show that a Cuban 
gunboat was dispatched at the Coast Guard's request to 
seize the fishing boat on suspicion of carrying marijua
na. 

The gunboat fired across the bow of EI Bravo I, 
wounding the Colombian captain. identified in records 
only as "Jorge." The Coast Guard's records show that 
Seitler asked for help from the cutter Alert. He was 
told he should surrender to the Cubans. 

With the fishing boat and its crew in custody, 
Cuban officials sent a message to Miami Coast Guard 
saying that a search had failed to yield "any traces of 
marijuana." 

The Coast Guard responded that the Alert, three 
nautical miles away from the fishing boat, had seen 
crew members jettison "square Objects." In a separate 
message, the Coast Guard said it had prior information 
that the boat was involved in narcotics smuggling. 

On May 14, Cuban officials found bales of marijua
na washing ashore near where EI Bravo I had been in
tercepted. Eventually, the Coast Guard was informed 
that 6,740 pounds of marijuana had been recovered. 

Seitler was sentenced in August, but the U.S. Inter
ests Section in Havana was not informed of his convic
tion until after the trial, according to The Times. 

Blatchford told The Times that Seitler, in a final 
message to the cutter, identified himself and asked that 
the (j:oast Guard notify his girl friend in Miami - iden
tified only as Amy - of his detention. 

Coast Guard records show that the phone number 
was turned over to U.S. Customs and the Drug En
forcement Agency in Miami for investigation. Mrs. 
Seitler said the number was never ca.lled with her son's 
message. 

Mrs. Seitler said her son dropped out of high school 
and joined the Navy in 1972. Seitler spent four years on 
active duty and two years on inactive service. Mrs. 
Seitler said he "has no criminal record." 

"He travels around a lot - California, Canada, 
places like that - visiting old buddies," she said. "He 
wanted to go around the world. He's always been fasci
nated by the water. He is going to enter college to be
come a marine biologist when he gets home." 

"He looked around for a boat and finally boarded El 
Bravo I with the thought in mind that he'd buy her," 
Seitler said. "He put some money down on the boat and 
was headed for the Yucatan Peninsula, Isla Mujeres, I 
think it was, where he was scheduled to meet his girl 
friend from Miami who was driving down. The girl 
was born in Mexico and they were going to visit her 
parents." 
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Homeless Newcomers 

Ordered From State 


By ZlTA AltOCHA 

And DAN WILLIAMS 


H.....d Sf.H ~Iten 

Federal offl"lal5 Wednesday said 
all the re~~ning homeless Cuban 
refuge.!'s now living in Miami Beach 
hotelW'must get out. 
" The Cubans - variously estimat

ed to numbE~r from 300 to 4,000 
will be told to reiettle, preferably 
outside Florida, said James Gigante, 
director of the State. Department's 
Cuban-Haitiarr Task .' FOrce in 
Miami. 

Those who refuse, he saicl.. wUl.: 
have:-thei!. P!l:!91es.-Rvak'ed an4'wUr 
be':JlPPfieCt to an abandonH Army 
hUe' In Puerto. Rico unUI they agree 
to-~~ttled QUtside Florida.' 

Any new arrivals, either Cubans 
or Haitians who arrive by boat, will 
also be sent to Puerto Rico: 

WedDesday's amiouncement was. 
made pOssible by a 'U.S. Circuit 
Coutt of Appeals ruling, in Boston. 
"The" court Wednesday lifted' an in
junction issued in Puerto Rico that 
had ' prevented the United ' States 
from .sending Cuban and Haitian 
refugees to that island. 

The' Miami Beach Cubans are the 
last-large. group of homeless 'Cubans 
left hi the United States outside jails 
or 'processing camps'. Federal offi
cials say ·there are as few as 300 
Cuban' refugees living on Miami 
Beach; Beach offiCials say there are 
as many as 4,000.

"I'M GLAD that now we have a 
place to send the· Cubans and · the 
Haitians to, because. I was begin
ning to wonder where we would go 
from here," Gigante said. 

A federaJ judge In San Juan had 
issued the injuncUon two weeks ago 
in response to a law suit flied by the 
Commonwe.aJth of Puerto Rico and 
several' residents ·of Juana Diaz, a 
smaJl town close to the base, 

"We're disappointed of 
course,"said Pedro Vazquez, Puerto 
Rico's secretary of state. 

vazquez' said the ruerto Rican 
government will appeal the decision 

. , 

.. 
LOTTIE BARTON, a 74-year-old 
Miami Beach woman, is among 
that city's elderly who claim 
they've been driven off the, 
streets by fear of, criminals; "ICs 
t~rrible," she said. The older res'" 
idents " say the problems began 
last May, with the coming ot-'the.. 
Cuban refugees, See story; Page 
6D; 

CUBAN REFUGEES at Fort 
McCoy, Wis., are subjected· to 
beatings, mental abuse; and sex
ual assaults as the federa~ gov
ernment allows nothing less than 

, a concentration camp to thrive in 
what ,is, supposed to be a refugee 
center, Page,6D. ; 

FOUR CUBANS say a Kansas · 
farmer lured them-from the refu
gee center at Fort Chaffee, Ark" 
and. forced. them to work 12- to 
15:hour days for two months 
without.paY. Page:7D. 

on grounds that bringing refugees 
to Fort Allen. will. overload the 
camp!s sewage system and that the 
Haitians may bring malaria to the 
island, . 

,- Some Puerto Rican politicians 
contended that the plan to move the 
refugees from Florida to Fort Allen 
was a political ploy used by the 
Carter Administration to win Flori
da's 17 electoral votes. . 

Puerto Ricans do not vote in the ' 
U,S, presidential elections, . 

THE NEWS of the Court of Ap
peals' ruling in Boston was broken 

to. a surprised: ~iga~te and members 
of the press ,by a ta,~k fort!e employe 
who int~rrup.ted 'a1 arte(noon press 
conference" 'J , ) _ 

"Wha.t-thiS meilll~ is ,that we will 
',;, be putting our tidt' flight to Fort ......~ Allen on Oct. 27 or 28," Gigante 

said, ' 
Gigante also announced plans to 

convert the two Krome A venue 
p~ocessin.g · centers into a "turn
around . station" fOJ' Haitian refu
gees, who continue to. arrive in: 
South Florida at a rate of 1,500 to 

Turn to Page 7D Col. I 
' .. 
, . ..-i 

. " .~ 
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Cuban Leader Hits Rumors 

14W~(f:)t<J(1 ~/7f .:2S~&J 

Of Haw}iins-Air t1lorida Ties 

By STEPHEN K. DOIG 

Herald 51aH Wriler 

Cuban Republican leader Eladio Armesto accused 
supporters of U.S. Senate candidate Bill Gunter Wed
nesday night of spreading rumors that Republican can
didate Paula Hawkins is still working for an airline 
that flies charter flights to Cuba. 

At a dinner for Cuban supporters of Hawkins, Ar
mesto told Hawkins to make it clear that she resigned 
her position as vice president of Air Florida in May. 
She did. 

"The Irumorl in the Spanish community is that 
Paula Hawkins is vice president of Air Florida, the 
company doing business with Fidel Castro," Armesto 
explained when reporters asked why he gave that ad
vice. "The Cuban people are concerned." 

ASKED WHY he thought that Gunter supporters 
were involved, Armesto said, "Because I heard that in 
Little Havana." He said the rumors started about a 
week ago. 

Gunter, who also was campaigning in South Florida 
Wednesday, COUldn't be reached for comment. 

The fuss over the rumor ended a long day of cam
paigning in South Florida in which Hawkins made a 
triple-play move to attract ethnic voters. 

After spending the morning in Palm Beach County 
at largely Republican gatherings, she came to Miami 
for a meeting with 15 area rabbis, and a rally near lib
erty City with black Republicans before going' to the 
dinner in Little Havana. 

The tWO-hour meeting with the rabbis was closed 
to reporters, but afterward Hawkins aide Larry Gentry 
said, "They were receptive. It went well ." 

BOTH HAWKINS and Gunter are hoping to make 

points with the Jewish voters who had heavily sup
ported defeated incumbent Sen. Richard Stone. 

Early in the evening, at the rally with black Repub
licans, Hawkins was applauded enthusiastically_ 

"America is the country that if indeed you will 
work and you will save and you will contribute to the 
system, that indeed we better ourselves," she told more 
than 100 persons in the audience. 

Hawkins didn ~t mention her frequent calls at other 
campaign stops for. cutbacks in welfare and food 
stamps, but told the audience she supports a proposal 
now in Congress to "green-line" depressed areas to 
give added tax incentives for new businesses. 

"Send somebody to the Senate who won't turn 
their back on you once elected," she said. 

AFTER HER speech, Dr. Clarence Rudolph, a black 
psychologist from West Palm Beach, told the crowd he 
supported Hawkins because "she has a plan" to revamp 
mental-health programs. 

Reporters who have been traveling with Hawkins, 
who was criticized during the primary for ducking spe
cifics on her positions, have never heard her mention 
such a plan. 

When the reporters asked Hawkins about it after- ' 
ward, she seemed surprised about Rudolph's statement 
and declined to describe the plan. 

"That's my 'October surprise ,' " she said, laughing. 
Asked when she would give details, she said, "Novem
ber." 

The morning started in West Palm Beach where, 
buoyed by a large and friendly crowd at the West Palm 
Beach Chamber of Commerce political rally, Hawkins 
with gusto tore into Democrats in general and Gunter 
in particular. 
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Beach refugee woes 
major federal failure 
f/f4/NiAJd-{f:1O~) 16/J .7:S~?d 

By rejecting the offer of an additional $40,000, on top of 
$60,000 in refugee aid already promised but still unreceived, 
Miami Beach commissioners have told the federal 
government: What you have not done speaks so loudly that 
we can't hear what you say. 

Miami Beach's decision, on its face, could result in the 
Immediate expulsion of some 2.000 refugees now housed in a 
dozen or so hotels. And that decision is one more reality that 
flies in the face of President's Carter's wan non-defense of 
his refugee policy - made during his brief political foray 
here Tuesday. 

That federal officials today bypassed the city and gave 
hotel owners vouchers to pay for the refugees not yet 
expelled is a welcome turn of events. But that action was 
taken only in reaction to pressure from the city, and it will 
not solve the housing problem very long. 

There is no conceivable excuse for Washington's failure 
to reimburse Miami Beach for refugee expenses which havel_ been mounting ever since the fleet from Mariel first began 
depositing its woeful human cargo here. 

Surely, Miami Beach is anxious to divest itself of its 
penniless refugees for other than economic reasons. Crime, 
endangering both private citizens and the tourist industry. 
has increased drastically in the city. But an increase in crime 
itself, in the county as a whole, is only a manifestation of the 
desperate position this community has been forced into by a 
thoughtless, penurious national policy on refugees. 

President Carter also said he was "proud" of the way 
Florida has handled the refugee crisis. Floridians, though, 
have no cause to be proud of their national leadership. 

• There is nothing ennobling about a tent city, or 
homeless refugees huddled under expressway overpasses. 

• Nothing can be said for a refugee-packed Jackson 
Memorial Hospital where new mothers are rolled into 
corridors right after giving birth. 

• Long Jines of angry, pushing applicants at 
driver-testing stations hardly provide a source of pride. 

In one regard. Carter made a correct statement during 
his brief town hall-meeting here. "Your community has been 
through tough times," he said. Well, they were tough times; 
they are tough times. And the patchwork situation on Miami 
Beach promises a continuation of tough times. And so does 
Washington's response to the entire problem. 

Unless more substantial federal action is taken quickly 
to help both the refugees and local governments. inaction in 
Washington will drown out whatever the President has to 
!;ay. 

.1 
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Don't tell Sam Harris about human suf
fering. "My parents were immigrants from 
the Holocaust and I know about human 
suffering," he says. 

Harris, a hotel owner in Miami Beach, 
says 'he sympathizes with the Cuban refu
gees he plans to turn out of his hotel in the 
next week. But he says, "It could be my 
own father and I'd have to- ask h1m to 
leave." 

Harris voiced the dilemma many Beach 
hotel owners face. They say they would 
like to continue housing the city's 2,000 
refugees, but come next week there will be, 
no rooms in their inns. ' 

The reason: On Nov. I the winter tourist 
season begins. The hotel owners say most 
of their rooms are booked - have bee"n for 
months. 

"This is a very bad dilemma," said Har
ris. owner of the Lafayette Hotel. 944 Col-
Iins Aye. "As a human being, I'm torn in- . 
side because I know what these poor peo
pIe must be going through." 

But, he adds" "as a businessman, I have 
responsibilities." 

While It appears certain most of the ref
ugees will be forced out of about 40 Beach 
hotels by the end of next week, many have 
a more immediate problem: They may be _ 
put out right away. 

Aftet the Miami Beach city commission 
voted Tuesday to stop guaranteeing to pay 
the hotels for the refugees" rooms," some 
hotel owners said the refugees must leave 
immediately. They began evicting some 
refugees yesterday and warned others they 
must be out by today or tomorrow. 

But the federal government and social 
service agencies said yesterday that they 
should try to stay where they are. 

Federal Cuban-Haitian Task Force offi
cials say: 

v Refuge~s who were told, to leave by 
Miami Beach hoteliers are being sent for 
interviews with State Department social 
workers, who are trying to re-establish the ' 
refugees' broken sponsorships. If that is, 'I 
not possible and eviction is imminent, the 
refugees will be taken to volunteer agen- I 
cies at Bayfront Park Auditori.um. , 

v Five social service agencies at Bay-
front Park Auditorium are giving ' rent 
vouchers to refugees. guaranteeing hotel 
owners they wil! be paid rent until the ref
ugees until a certain date agreed upon by 
the hotelier. 

v If the refugee cannot stay in the hotel ' 
where he was living because of the hoteli
er's commitments to winter guests, other 

I 
Please see REFUGE, 6A I~ 
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: . housing arrangements will be 
..made elsewhere In Dade County. 
: ...... State Department social workers are redoubling 
-efforts to mend broken sponsorships and smooth over 
:1>roblems with the refugees' families. If the sponsor
..ship cannot be mended, new sponsorships will be 
~ought. 
.. ...... If no new sponsor can be found, it is "possible" 

~me refugees could be sent to the Fort Allen, Puerto 

"RIco, refugee camp scheduled to open next week, said 

:rim Thompson of the task force. 

: V' Cuban and Haitian refugees at the Krome Ave

.nue camps who have no sponsorship arrangement in 

,he works by Monday wtll be sent to Puerto Rico. 

.. The federal government owes Miami Beach $60,000 

'or the city's payments to hotels to house the refugees 

"'nder a contract with the Cuban-Haitian Task Force. 

:rhe money should be here In the next few days, ac

-tording to Thompson. 

~ The government had offered the city an additional 

~40,OOO to pay for rooms until the end of the month, 

;but the city refused_ Miami Beacb Commissioners voted 

~-l Tuesday to end Its agreement with the federal gov

,ernment. 

= "The city very clearly breached the faith, If not the 

~rant," Thompson said. "We are looking at this legally 

~o see if it Is a breach of contract." 

J!' James Gigante, director of the State Department's 

1:uban-Haitlan Task Force in MIami, said yesterday 

~hat the refugees will remain in the hotels through the 

:help of volunteer organizations. 

It. "It Is my hope and expectation that they will ra

~ain where they are," Gigante said. "We will continue 

"he program with or without MIami Beach's assist

lince." 

:. What followed was an afternoon of confusion. 

~. 'wners did not know how long the refugees will stay, 
~ho will pay for them or how much. 
I!!. At the Nemo Hotel, 116 ColHu Ave., owner Larry 
~aylor met with a refugee spokesman wbo produced a 
'!!tack of letters from social service agendes promising · 
~o pay for refugees' rooms until they are relocated. 
"faylor, who said he Is owed more than $7,000 for the 
~efugees' rooms, would not accept the letten. 
~: "We want a confirmed commitment," said Taylor, 
'Who is now prOviding rooms for ahout 100 refugees. 
He told the refugees and the volunteer agencies that 
they had 24 hours to show that commitment. 

Even with that commitment, Taylor and other botel 
owners say the refugees will still be evlctecl Oct. 31, 
before the winter tourists arrive. That gives the agen

des a week at most to resettle the Cubans . 
"I see it coming," said Harris, the Lafayette Hotel 

owner. "God forbid this should happen. but they're just 
asking for disaster. 

"How do they think these people are going to sur
vive? When you're hungry, you're hungry. The first 
window you see, you'll break." 

Mario Martinez, an interpreter for the Cubans and 
manager of the Nemo Hotel, also warned of possible 
consequences. 

"What's going to happen to these people?" he 
asked. "There's going to be more crimes. Everyone's 
going to steal. They have to eat. They have to survive." 

Taylor, Harris and other hotel owners say they 
have been warning government officials since June 
about the tourist season. They took the refugees in the 
summer, they say, because they had empty rooms. 

"But now we have our obligations too," said Tay
lor, of the Nemo Hotel. "We're rented out for the sea
son." 

At the Simone Hotel, Cuban refugee Irene Nirda 
and her four children packed their few belongings yes
terday after the owner told them they would have to 
leave by checkout time today because there was no 
more money to pay for their room. 

'" am so depressed," said Nirda, 33. '" have no job. 
no money. What am I supposed to do? If I didn't have 
any children, I WOUldn't mind sleeping on the street, 
but I can't do that with children." 

Nlrda has been living in Miami Beach for about two 
months. Her family moved to the MacArthur Hotel, 711 
5th St., from the tent city in MIami in August when her 
husband was working and they could afford to pay 
rent. Last month, the MacArthur was condemned and 
they were forced to move. Her husband left her and, 
faced with an unpayble blU, she turned to Miami 
Beacb's Office of Community Services. The office has 
put ber up at three different hotels. 

Rolln Rodrfau8Z, Miami Beacb's social services di
rector, said bfs office has paid for houslnl for about 
2,000 refugees with the help of the $60,000 the federal 
government has promised, but not yet paid. 

"MOlt were put there by their families, sponsors or 
the lOcial service agencies for a week and then left on 
their own. Eventually, all of them turned to us," Rodri-. 
pez said. 

Rodriguez, who manages a state-supported pro
gram called florida financial Assistance for Communi
ty Services, was placing the refugees at hoteis with the 
most Inexpensive rates. 
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Will T-shirts guide 
voters in referendum? 

J1w~(rH)q..fL. 

C1earest word on bilingualism. 
yf}- ;2s~~O 	 -

MARllYI'J A . MOORI;: 	 dents of Dade County," said Seymour Liebman, a Uni· 
versity of Miami professor who spoke on behalf of the 
anti-bilingualism group. "I don't care where you're 

The message on Eduardo Soto's T-shirt was simple: from, you can only have one common community when 
Doble sus amistades con bilinguismo. you share a common language.", 

But the meaning - double your friends with bilin Said Richard Pettigrew, a former Florida legislator
gualism - may have been lost on many of the people. and White House aide who spoke in favor of the status I 
attending a heated debate on the subject yesterday. quo: "This is a badly conceived. poorly drafted, ridicu- . 

Soto. who was selling the T-shirts at the Tiger Bay lous proposal that will embarrass this community...• 
Political Club meeting, said he is sending them back to It will.simply be destructive in its impact. 
have the slogan printed in English. "It will give an opportunity for the voters to send a 

It may be too late. With the referendum on the message, but it's a wrong message that will further po
anti-bilingualism proposal 12 days away, the issue larize a _community that has undergone terrible trauma 
seems to require more translation than ever. Perhaps this year." 
the only thing that is clear is that Dade County voters 

Pettigrew said passage of the ordinance wouldmay need an interpreter at the polls to tell them what a 
mean the county would no longer be able to advertisevote for the proposal means. 
for tourists abroad, that Miami's reputation as an inter

Will the Cubans go away? Will the tourists never national trade center would be damaged and that emer
come back? Will the community become as one, or will . gency services to the non-English-speaking would be 
it be more divided? 	 . limited. 


The participants in the debate at Tiger Bay tried to 
 Liebman countered that Dade's advertising for for· answer those questions, but they seemed to be talking eign tourists is negligible compared with state advertisabout two different things_ ing, that Miami attracted-Latin tourists and business
"This is an affirmative act to bring into the main· men before the first wave of Cuban exiles arrived, and 

stream of American life the non-English-speaking resi- that translators would still be available at Jackson Me-

is hecklers' 

moriaI Hospital and at police departments. 

Everyone agrees the proposed ordinance would bat" 
the county from spending money to promote any cul
ture other than that of the United States or using any 
language other than English. Everyone also agrees the 
Metro Commission's 1973 resolution declaring the 
county bilingual and bicultural would not be affected. 
but the money to carry out the purposes of that resolu· 
tion would no longer be available. 

Liebman said the issue has become obscured "with 
deliberate misinterpretation or lack of understanding/' 
He bristled at a heckler's suggestion he is anti-Cuban. 

"Some of my best friends are Cuban," he said. 

The hecklers responded more positively to a com
ment from Pat Tornillo, executive vice pr.esident of 
United Teachers of Dade. 

"This is not the 1900s, this Is the 1980s," Tornillo 
told the group. "We have to live in the world toda~. 
Rather than try to abolish bilingualism, my response IS 

that Dade County should be made multilingual. We 
shouldn't just promote Spanish, we should promote 
Italian, French and Chinese. We Jive in the world 
today." 

"Beautiful," said the hecklers, "be8:utlfu l." 

http:J1w~(rH)q..fL


Farmer Exploited Them, Cuhans Say 

!'1wfi/tv{f:) 4-11 ~1~fO 7.J::, 

LYNDON, Kan. - (AP) - Four 

Cubans say a Kansas farmer lured 
them · from the refugee center at 
Fort Chaffee, Ark., and then forced 
them to work 12- to 15-hour days 
for two months without pay. 

. Osage County authorities say 
they have been unable to locate the 
farmer since one of the Cubans, 

\ 

Francisco . Campillo,. 18, flagged 
down a policeman in Topeka, Kan., 
and told his story last weeKend. Au~ 
thorities . declined to release the 
farmer's name. 

Campillo said the farmer took 
him to Topeka Saturday, gave him 
money for a .bqs ticket to New Or-

Prof, Pol Debate Bilingualism 

11'::F~{fJ."~ 


Harald Sta" Wrltar" 
The anti-bilingualism proposal on 

Dade's Nov. 4 election ballot "is an 
affirmative act to b~ng into the 
mainstre~m of A!llencan. life the 
non-English-speaking reSidents of 
Dade CO\Jnty," a bilingual L~tin 
American scholar told the TIger
Bay political club Wednesday. 

"Most CUbans who came here in 
the airlifts of the '70s - although 
admittedly not those in the Marie! 
boatlift - did not come with the 
idea of becoming Americans," sald 
University of Miami ProfessorSey
mour B.-Liebman. " "'. 

"They hoped, as I did and do, that 
Castro would be overthrown. And 
the sooner he was overthrown, the 

. 
leans and told him he should go to a 
church when he reached New Or
leans. ' 

Authorities then went to the 
farm where they found the other 
CUbans. . . 

"They were all scared to leave," 
said Osage <;:ounty Sheriff Robert 

, 

I""'ne~e:~~ .. 7tJ 
"Now," the professor went on, 

"they have a guilt complex ~cause, 
they WOUldn't go back even If Cas
tro. w~e overthrown:" So ~eY'r:e 
~ylng! I gotta ~ave bllingu~S~"lf
I m gOI~g to retaIp myethniclty. 
Stakm~ out the othersid~, for

mer Flonda State Senator Richard 
Pettigrew said, "This prqposal will 
give an opportunity to certain peo
pie to send a message," he said. 
"B\Jt it's the wrong message in , a 
community that has undergone a 
terrible trauma in the past year. We 
need no more of that." 

"This is a community in frustra
tion," Pettigrew said. "We need to 
teach English to those who don't 
speak it in this community. This or

dinanoe wHl do nothinl about that. 
"We need to change immigration 

policy. This ordinance will 40 notb~ 
ing about that. Why wo~d we 
want to do som.ething SO mean 
when it's not going to do any of th.e 
things you want it to clo?" Petti
grew aSked. ' 

". 
Masters. "After they saw the first 
one go, they all . wanted to go."

The four told authorities they 
slept on bunk beds in an 8-bY-10

,,-.. foot room without air conditioning, 
were forbidden to 'use the indoor 
bathroom and had to bathe at a dis
tant pond or well. 

But they said they received plen
ty of food. 

Robert Rumbough, director' of 
the Missouri-Kansas District of the 
U.S. Immigration and Naturaliza
tion Service, said, "This is the first 
case I've heard of. I hear of this sort 
of thing quite frequently with Mex
ican aliens, but 90t with the Cu
bans." 

If the Cubans'" allegations are 
substantiated, the farmer could face 
civil rights charges. 

The other Cubans were identified 
as Antonio Montesino,' 35, Mario 
Diaz, 40, and Maximo Campillo, 25. 
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. The' federal ' anJ:louncem'ftf[~ Wednesda)l ' ,
-that hun dreds of homeless', penniless Cuban'--

refugees now livin~ on Miami Beach will be 
moved, away promises an end to five month~ 
of feaf for South Beach's mostly elderly resI
dents. The refugee inflUX changed their lives •. 

For th~A!!ed~ 
MlJJ~ [!:;; ~t'~ 1J . 

Fear Arrived 

~:J' cf(:;G!~,

By Boatlift, 
By FRED GRIMM 

Herald Staff Wl'lIer 

Something ' changed on South Beach., A few 
months ago, the cool of the evening brought hundreds 
of old men and women out to stroll down the breeze
swept sidewalks along Ocean Drive. They walked or 
they sat on the park benches and talked until 9 or 10 
or 11 p.m. 

It was a nightly promenade of the elderly. 
Not now, I\or for the past five months. Now dark

ness sends the old ones indoors. "Once I stayed out 
until 11 or 12 at night." said 68-year-old· Mary ·Hans
man. "Now, after 6 p.m., I stay here. I lock my three 
locks, We're prisoners under our own locks." . 

For 18 years, the bespectacled woman has lived in 
a little effiCiency apartment at 724 Espanola Way. 
Lottie Barton lives in the same little stucco complex. 
"It's.ter-ribfe,'" th.e nefshbor said. "I'm scare"d. I dOll't . 
go out at night; You don't know what will happen-'~: 

When night comes the old ones are replaced by 
small' groups of dark-skinned men. Refugees. Their 
clothes are worn-and sometimes, dirty. Their pocket
books. are empty. Their language is different. Thein 
culture has so little in common with the legions,of r~, . 
tlrees from the Northeast and Midwest. 

AND MIAMI BEACH is filled with stories of refu
gee criminals, with wild rumors of how hordes of 
newly, arrived Cubans ha¥e preyed upon the elderly, 
But some of the. storie5;'are mOTe Ulan,empty rumors. ) . 

Ben Satz, who lives in the same little apartment ~ 
complex with Barton and" Hansman, Was asleep when'· '. 
his house was broken into. He slept while th~y took 
his·'money and jewelry and the little box he had cov
e.red with shells collected on the beach, and he. slept 
while they ate the bananas on the kitchen table ..A 
few hours later, poHce . arrested four refugees 1!1- ' 
Satz's stolen car. 

The experience has colored his perception of 
Miami Beach. "It's as different here now as night and 
day," said the 82-year-old Satz, who has lived he~e' 
nine months a year for the last 25 years. 

The refugees who wander along the beach now 
frighten the old man, an immigrant himself, from 
Russia, back in 1908, "I'm very fearfu1 of going out at 
night. I've curtailed my social life quite a bit," he said. 
"I tell you, I can't say anything good about those refu
gees. You can't pass by one of those hotels Where 
they stay without seeing them out. front. They're all . 
characters, up to no good." 

. ACROSS ESPANOLA Way from Satz, Lou Ray
mond was installing new locks on the doors to Nor" 

. man Klein's apartment, where burglars had taken $56 
and some jewelry. He said he has been busy all over 

Beach Police Arrest Shoplifter 
• • ,8ceRe is Pantry Pride 

South Beach, Installing new lock.. in the homes of. the 
elderly. "Goddamn right," he said. "And I don't blame 
them." 

At the mention of refugees, Frank DeLPriore prac'
tically jumped out of his <;:hair at the Playhouse Bar on 
the far south end of Ocean Drive. "I was jumped and 
my wallet was taken and· I was thrown from my car" 
bleeding. Police arrested two refugees with my car, a 
brand new Caprice, up' in Georgia ....· . 

Around the corner, away from the retiree haunts •. 
where drug deals are common occurrences, a stoned~ 
out, tattooed street woman named Gigi talked graphi
cally of being raped four times by refugees. "The first 
til1)e, I was just walking down the beach, smoking' a 
joint, when they 'jumped me.'" , -" 

The stories reached City Hall, where Tuesday eve
ning, the city commission voted to do nothing to pre
vent hotel owners from throwing' the refugees ouI'. '" 

.., "THE PEOPLE of Miami Beach 'certainly have the
perception that the streets are not safe," said Mayor 
Murray Meyerson. Meyerson claimed that statistics 
for serio'us crime (in the entire city) during the firsf 
nine months of 1980 indicate a 36 per cent jump over 
last year and bear out those fears. 

But the fears aren't universal. "Our troubles aren''1i 
the refugees," said Eva Olsen. "It'~ that prices ale too . 
high. Houses cost too much. It's hard ,for everybody· ... 

"I got stuck up in the Pelican Hotel," said Edward 
Wainz, 86. "He took $56. He wasn't a refugee." 

"No one can argue that the crime statistics aren't 
up," said Irwin Sawitz, of Joe's Stone Crabs Restatl~ 
rant on South Beach and chairman of the South Beach 
Redevelopment Agency. "I suppose when you have 
an influx of people with no money, you can expect it. 

"But at Joe's we haven't had any troubles caused 
by refugees," he said. "We've had off-duty police offi-. 
cers working security here for 12 and 14 years. . 

"There has always been crime on South Beach," 
he said. "There are late night bars' and drug deals a'1d: 
other things that give it a higher percentage of crime 
than the rest of Miami Beach . . 

"It's been that way since I was a kid," he said. _ 
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.! Filt Tales ·of''R~fugees 
By MICHAEL CAPUZZO 

Her.ld St.H Writer 

A sta,r-crossed Cuban refugee 
sailed into Key West ' Wednesday 
with a sea, story that flabbergasted 
officials. 

With him were two sea"tossed 
Dominicans he said were found 
drowning as. they tried to row more. 
than 500 miles. He said he took 
them along on his voyage to Miami. 

ThatJhe Cuban wound up in Key 
West instead was the least of his 
misfortunes; 

Along the 'way his engine failed , 
he was 'blown off course, deserted 
by his PuertO Rican crew, chased 
by : Haitian pirates. arrested by a 
Cuban gunboat and mistaken for a 
Haitian refugee. 

At least that's the story he's tell
ing. Authorities retold it, but they 
would not release the . man's name. 
They confirmed that all three refu
gees ' were taken Wednesday to a 
refugee proceSSing center-in Miami. 

"It's a 10n81 unbelievable story," 
said Rlchard Collage, deputy direc
tor of the U.S. Immigration and 
Naturalization Service in Miami. 
"We're stUl i~vestjgatjng it-:" ..:,. .. 
Predictably, the three refugees 

were jubilant ,as they reached Key 
West around 9 a .m. 

The Cuban had been in Key West 
before - as Qne of more ~than. 120,

. _~.C" , 

000 Mariel 'boatlift refugees this 
year. . 

How he ended up on the Island 
again makes officials' heads spin. 

From Key West he apparently 

moved to Miami and found a jO\) 
with a Puerto .Rican: .boaL-owner. 
though he. h~S .no OOc.uments- to 
prove it. ThIS IS hl~ story. . 

On business Sept. 10. ~e was SA! . 
"_ . ". . • ~ 'J. .1 

ing from Puerto Rico to Miami in 

the yacht Pensamient() II whell: en

gine trouble forced him to HaitI for 

repairs, he told' immigration and 

U.S. Coast Guard offl:clals in Key 

. !i.. ", '9 - '.'- 

West. 
In Haiti, his· Puerto Rican crew' 

deserted him and Haitians tried to ' 
steal his boat, so he fled. That's ' 
when he spotted the two Domini
cans' foundering in a seven-foot 
rowboat. The three headed for ' 
Miami. 

But storms blew them near Cuba. 
And on Sept. 25- 15 days after he 
left Puerto Rico - a Cuban gun- ' 
boat took them In tow: Not until 
Oct: 18 - some three weeks later 
- were they allowed to leave the 
island . . 

Around 9 a.m., a Keys shrimper 
spotted the three refugees - who 
appeared to be Haitian refugees 
and reported their arrival to . the 
Coast Guard station in Key West. 

The Dominicans ambled off the 
39-foot sailboat when federal offi
cials arrived. They looked' no worse 
for their sojourn, officials said. One 
dressed In long pants was barefoot; 
the other wore shorts, socks and 
shoes. 

But the Cuban jumped back into 
the hatch, officials said. 

"Wait a minute," he said. "let me
change Into a dry pair of pants/' 
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Ex-CI A A~ent Helpfnl! Khadafy 
J'.tw , (17 711 5l-'3~g~_ " • 

To~in . ntematzonal Terronsts 

' - TerpiJ closed the deal in Lon

By JACK ANDERSON 

A
don with Khadafy's brother. During 

MERICAN cloak-and-dagger the negotiations, Terpil went boat
, operatives, skilled in the dark ing on the Thames with the notori

arts, have trained and equip ous terrorist, Carlos the' Jackal. 
ped terrorist squads for Moammar - Beginning in mid-I976, the 
Khadafy, the dictator of Libya and furtive. Terpil, himself an ex-CIA 
promoter of world terrorism., age'nt, recruited a team of American 

Dozens of victims have reported clandestine operatives, paramiijtary 
ly been hunted down and executed, specialists, professional killers, and 
probably with the cold efficiency explosives experts trained by the 
American know-how has brought CIA and U.S. special forces. By Au
to the murder profession. One death' gust 1976, the Americans were es
squad was discovered in the United conced grandly in the former win- I 
States and expelled from the coun ter, palace of former Libyan King 
try before it could complete its gris~ Idris - a luxurious hideaway tl'lat ' 
Jy mission. they assigned the curious code I 

According to secret Justice De name "Swanee." 
partment files, ' the' American ex ...:.. A ' palace room- was turned 
perts have taught Khadafy's killers Into a workshop nlled 'with diaboli
how to construct sophisticated cal devices. The Libyan intelllgence 
boobytraps that can turn such inno chief liked to take trusted friends 
cent objects as a book, telephone, or on . tours of the secret rOQm and 
tube of toothpaste into murder show off the deadly wares and his 

weapons. 
 American mercenaries. The visitors 

The American ringleader, Frank were most impressed with the book 
Terpil, even offered to smu~gle Into bomb that detonated when it was 

Libya a U.S. Redeye missile, a op~ned. " 
Moammar Khadafyshoulder-launched, heat-seeking - Witnesses quoted a Libyan 
weapon that can bring down an air lieutenant as. explaining that the de
liner in flight, There have been un equipment to unauthorized repre vices "were to be used to eliminate 
confirmed intelligence reports that sentatives." certain people" because Khadafy 
an Israeli airliner, which mysteri Terpil met President Carter's "would feel more comfortable if 
ously exploded in the skies, was brother, Billy, in Libya and appar they were not around." 
shot down with such a weapon by ently tried to set him up as a front - At least one American quit 
Khadafy's terrorists. for the unsavory operation. Billy the team, according t~ the secret i 

Carter first admitted, then denied to flies, beCause he "felt innocent pe~
THE fiery Khadafy, a crucible of Justice Department officials that pie eventually (would) get killed . ! 

anger without focus, supports ter Terpil had discussed a machine-gun with his bombs. (He) did not care 
rorist groups around the world deal with him. There's no evidence abo.ut military use of his devices, I 

from Ireland to Malaysia. Declares Billy was ever aware that Terpll but knew they were for terrorist 
one Federal investigator's report: was training terrorists for Khadafy. use and innocent lives would be
"Libya publicly admits that it gives lost."
training, weaponry, and funding to WE HAVE reviewed the classi - In July 1977, the Americans 
terrorist organizations throughout fied Justice DePllrtment flies, which delivered some lethal "flashlights, 

,the world, specifically admitting read like a James Bond yarn. Here attache cases, transistor radios,
support of the Palestine Libera~ion are just a few startling excerpts ' hand-held calculators, and refriger
Organization, Irish Republican from the flies: ators" - ali transformed into 
Army, Red Brigade. and Japanese - Terpll agreed to train Libyan bombs - to a Libyan colonel in To
Red Army ," agents in "espionage, sabotage, and bruk. The files relate that "one of

The report adds: ..Also revealed general psychological warfare" as the Libyan military officers picked 
in the investigation was the supply well as "the design, manufacture, up one of the devices. As a result,
ing by United States firms of so Implementation, and detonation of the device along with the rest of the 
phisticated timing devices, radi~ explosive devices." The underc~ver explosives on the truck detonated
control devices. and sensitive sur training was disguised as a mme and kllied three Libyan soldiers." 
veillance and ,communications clearing operation. · unll....~••'ur. Syndicate 
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Concentration Camp.for Cubans 


By CATHY TROST 

And DAVE ZURA WIK 


Knlght·Rldder N.- Service 

FORT McCOY, Wis. ~ . It is a 
footnote to the story of the govern
ment'S .Cuban refugee resettJement 
program at Fort McCoy, Wis. But 
Wisconsin publiC' defenders' found 
two more teenage refugees last 
week ,after two weeks of searching. 

One had been held in virtual iso
lation for two months and 13 days. 
"He was about to go under mental
ly," attorney A. Gridley Hall said. 

His ' crime: He, tried, to escape 
from McCoy_ 

The other was found hi the same 
detentfon center in the same type of 
12-by-12 isolation cell. "The kid 
was so doped up he could hardly 
talk," Hall said. 

His crime: He tried to escape 
from McCoy; . 

Escape see~s logical, even to the 
state attorneys, who say the way . 
the government has run the ca!11P 
would "ije laughable if the results 
weren't sO much human suffering." 

About ,140 teenagers still live in 
the camp. Ten left last week to live 
in Wisconsin foster homes, and all 
of them. should be released by the 
end of the month. 

MORE THAN $30 million has 
been spent to run the refugee opera
tion, and the final bill has not yet 

refuget:s who managed to take in
ternal control of the camp. 

The mental abuse was more sub
tle. Refugees were called from their 
barracks for questioning by the Im
migration and Naturalization Serv
ice ,(INS), thell' sent to detention 
centers ,or federal prisons. No. ex
planation .for their disappearance 
was given at the barracks. 

Worse, refugees who were called 
for questioning by the internal 
Cuban security force would return 
days later saying they had been , 
beaten or forced to lie silently with' 
other refugees on a cold, cO!1ctete 
floor in a small detention ceriter. 

WHEN THE teenagers ,tried to 
scale the jagged coils of wire strung 
around their barracks and run away ' 
from the camp, government securi- , 
ty forces took over. Some teenagers 
were handcuffed overnight to 
fences, penned in small, dark isola
tion cells and, in some cases, inJect
ed with tranquilizers. 

The government criticized news
paper reports detailing refugee · 
abuse as exaggerated ari,d di~torted < 
During September; State Depart

, ment officials were assuring report
ers, that the', problems· at Fort 
McCoy had .be'lln solved .. 

Yet that same week, six refug.ees' 
were placed in protective custody 
at the camp after they. signed: a peti
tion begging the government to re

been tallied. 'move some notoriQusly abusive ref-
During the nearly five months- It··, ugee leaders-. Government-hired io

has taken to move them out, while ' 
President Carter made proud cam
paign speeches about America's 
record on human rights, the govern
ment allowed nothing less than a 
concentration camp to thrive in 
Wisconsin. 

Husbands and wives were sepa
rated at the camp, and the ·women 
were forced to meet the sexual de
mands of Cuban men who had been 
set up as internal security guards 
and barracks leaders by the govern
ment. 

Teenagers were 'stabbed, beaten 
and rapeel in 'male whorehouses by

terpreters and relief agency work
ers threatened to walk of'f their jobs 
unless the camp was cleaned up. It 
was not until. then that the internal 
refugee government was finally dis
mantled. 

State Department officials run
ning the camp seemed to regard the 
teenagers as a management prob
lem. They looked for the cheapest 
and thl! least legally burdensome 
ways to store, feed, clothe and find 
homes for them. It was almost as if 
the teenagers were troublesome. 
freight, work to be left at the office 
tor the nighL 

THE GOVERNMENT'S explana- ! 

tions for abuse and other problems : 
at the camp were sometimes ludi
crous and often deceptive. Four I 
burly Hispanics were patrolling the ' 
juvenile compound several weeks ,: 
ago, armed with clubs tipped in ' 
terry cloth and gauze. "Armed dep- I 
uties,'~ the teenagers called them. ! 
"No marks,~" the teenagers said, 
pointing to the clubs. . 

The first time State Department : 
spokesman· David Nichols was 
asked who the men were; he said he' l 
was unsure. Then another govern
ment official did some research and 1 
came up with a new answer. "The~ 
are the base Army commander's 
bug people, probably out taking dirt 
and water samples:" 

A week later, the first State De
partment official finally admitted 
the men were "a private internal 
sec1:\rity force." He couldn't say 
who hired, them or whether they 
had any experience in juvenile care 
or law enforcement. 

On another occasion, the IN& 
was asked why its . officials at ' 
McCoy had" stripped 13 teenagers ' 
and penned them inside windowless 
cells in a secret detention center. 

The first explanation from Immi
gration officials in Washington was 
that it was normal procedure before 
placing. them on airplanes, because 
of hijackings. When told that'the ju
veniles were not leaving the camp 
in the refugee airlift that week, of- I 

ficials decided that the 13 held in 1 
detention must be juvenile delin-'
quents bound for prison. TheY'I 
would not identify the juveniles or I 
say what crimes they had commit- I 
ted. I 
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Unless 'you're down in the mud here, 
J~u don't really know what's going on 
wah these little rascals [the refugees].' 

- Bob Thompson, U.S. marshal 

AT OTHER TIMES in the sum
mer, no less than 17 federal agen
cies jockeyed' for power at McCoy. 

The INS seems to have taken vir
tual control of the camp during re
cent weeks. 'amid charges that its 
agents have hidden juveniles from 
state attorneys who are supposed to 
represent them. 

But trying to find out who is re
sponsible for law enforcement is 
like running, the high hurdles. 

Several weeks ago, for example-, , 
immigration spokesman Verne Jer" 
vis saId from his Washington office 
that "our role at Fort McCoy is not 
one of law enforcement." 

Back at the camp, immigration 
chief Bob Dale said. "Yeah, we're 
one of the principal law enforce
ment agencies here." 

Bob' Thompson. chief of the U.S. 
marshals at the camp. said. "You 
have, to oalance what they tell you 
back in Washington. See, unless 
you're down in the mud here•.yo.u 
don't really know what's going on 
with these little rascals," Illea.ning 
the refugees. 

Governmerit officials often re~' 
sorted to word games to fit theIr 
purposes. During the summer, offi
cials tried to refute a U.S. Public 
Health\ Service report that was. 
harshly critical of conditions at the 

. camp. The report said a substantial 
. number of the refugees were men

tally ill or had been criminals in 
Cuba. State Department spokesman 
Art Brill jumped to the refugees' de
fense. "They'don't deserve to' be' 
branded undesirables," he said. 

JUST A FEW weeks before that. 

Brill told reporters that the whole 
Cuban refugee problem should be 
laid at the feet of Cuban President 
Fidel Castro. who hlld dumped un
wanted mental defectives and pris
oners in the lap of America. 

On at least ' two occasions, the 
g.overnment tried to .keep informa
tion from being printed about the 
camp. Both times, Brill heatedly 
said that the information was 
wrong and that the reporters 
should wait for clarification. Both 
times. the information was, printed 
anyway. and it was proved accu
rate. 

Communication between Wash
irigton and Wisconsin was spotty" 
The Senate Judiciary Committee 
held a three-hour' hearing on refu
gee problems in mid-September. 
McCoy was ignoref,l.. Yet when 
these problems were pointed out to 
Slln:-; Howard Metzenbaum (D.• 
Ohio). a paneL member who sat
through the entire hearing. he re
plied that "most of tne problems 
discussed at the hearing have been 
rectified." 

His reply came the same week 

that the refugee boy was found in 
the government ,detention center, 
listless: after two: menths. and 13 
days in ·isolation. It was also the 
sam, week that another teenager"s 
jaw was nearly broken by" three 
governlllent guards who pinned his 
head to the ground with their boots 
a'ndstruck him with a bllly club. 
The boy, who would tum 18 two 
days later and was terrified of 
being sent to the refugee camp in 
Arkansas, was being punished for 
throwing rocks. 

SOME GOVERNMENT officials 
seemed genuinely concerned about 
the plight of the juveniles. but even 
they became apathetic as the days 
stretched into months and the bu
reaucratic tangles became more 
complex. 

Tom Higgins, President Carter's 
deputy assistant for intergovern

. mental affairs. was described. by 

friends as a strident opponent of ju
venile abuse back in his native Iowa 
Legislature. He was said to be dj.8~ 
tressed about the teenagers at. Fort 
McCoy. Yet the abuses and inhu
manity continue. .. , 

Bureaucratic inflexibility struck 
agaj.n last week when the INS de
termined that the refugee boy who, 
spent more than two months in iso~ 
lation is an adult and should be 
shipped off to Fort Chaffee, Ark., 
where he will join. 10.000 other 
hard-to-sponsor adult refugees. 

Miguel Michel, the boy's pub1ic 
defender. said the boy is 17. The im-" 
migration service says he is 1S.The 
boy said investigators who screened 
him upon his arrival in Key West 

' wrote down 1962 as the year of his 
birth instead of 1963. the correct 
year. 

The boy fears for his life atChaf- . 
fee because an older . man ' who cut 
him in a knife fight at McCoy is 
now in Arkansas. The boy also 
turned informant after an escape at
tempt during the summer, and he is 
afraid that the other refugees will 
turn on him. 

·· 
No matter. the immigration serv

ice says, the boy must go. 

A final note of irony was struck 
several weeks ago when more than 
3,000 adult refugees were being 
rounded up for the airlift· to F{)rt 
Chaffee. The refugees were pushed 
and pulled through three security 
checks. two metal detectors and· a . 
de-lousing shower. They carried' 
everything they owned in plastic 
bags. and some of them were so ter
rified that they had to be pulled 
from buses onto the planes. 

Like the Jewish prisoners' band 
that played at Auschwitz. the 
Cuban salsa band was "allowed to 
remain behind" at McCoy "to pro

,vide music ... and help with morale 
during the consolidation." 
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/'1tAU/lwCt=j . 
By FREDRIC TASKER 

. .....ldurb~nAIf.I.. wrlter 
Adjustments In 1980 Dade CO.un

ty census figures could mean more 
than $40 milliQn a year in additiQnal 
federal aid. 

MQre than half ot that 'windfal1 
WQuid result from President Car
ter's Qrder to.' add to. the area's' PQP'- . 
ulatiQn count more than .80,000; 
Cuban and Haitian refugees who. 

. PQured in(Q tbe .county after. ,the of-' 
ficial April I Census Day. 

By adding census tally adjust
ments SQught in unrelated, lawsuits 
still 'pending, Dade's Qfhcial 1980 
populatiQn CQunt eQuid ' rise' frQm, 
the 1!620,594 estimated 'preliminari~ 

' ;ZL/~~o 1/1, . . 
I .Revised Census ,Could: Mean 
" ' , 
'------""7"---'---------------~------
ly t6 as ma·ny as 1,776,594, a 9.6 per 
cent' increase .. . 

IN· BROWARD, adjustments 
eQuld 'tm:rease the estimated . PQpu~ 
latloR Qf ·I,007,500 to - 1,030,900, 
which, eQuid bring, an additional 
$6.4 mHIiQn .. a year in PQPulatiQn
based federal aip_ , 

"We'r:e just delighted," said, Wil
liam Talbert. assistant. to' Dade 
CQunty Manager Merrett'Stierheim;. 
"It's nice to have SQ~e gQod 'I)ews · 
for a change." . ,.' .. 

Carter annQunced the adjustment ' 
at a "tQwn haH 'meeting" at Dade 's , 
EdisQn tligh SchoQI Tuesday. "I am i 
instructing the Department of Com
merre and the Census Bureau· ... to 
make it possible for Cuban arid Hai
tian refugees to be accommodated 
and accounted' for in determin'iilg 
all' fedetalfunding. fQrmulas. " " 

THE PRESIDENT was' acting 
under· authority just granted him in 
a . bilJ sponsQI'e<!' by ' Sen, Lawton 
ChHes' (D ~, Fla.). C 

Bring Aid Windfall 
come into Dade CQunty sin{;e Apri 

, I ; the Task Force says.S40.Million Federal Bonanza I. The rQugh rule of thumb is tha 
--------------------------------' each resident is WQrth about $275 ; 

"lChiles] absQlutely deserves an· The ' Task Force estimates that year to his or her local area 'in PQPU 
enQrmQUS amQunt oJ credit," Tal 125,500 Cuban refug'ees came into lation-based federal aid programs 0 

bert said . the United States during the Mar all kinds. As, a result, an additiQna 
ieHo-Key West bQatlift, and that 88,000 residents ' eQuid bring DadThe Census Bu,reau will not try . 
something like 80,000 of them set County an additional $24.2 milliQn . 

an actuai count Qf tbe new refu
tled in Dade County. year. ,gees, said sPQkeSmall Maury' Cagle 

Because the bQatlift began April The new residents, howevelin WashingtQn. 21, three weeks after the official prQbably will nQt be counted fo 
Instead, it will try to' determine, Census Day, the refugees would not purpQses of cQngressiol)al reapPQr 

the number by interviewing the have been cQunted withQut the spe tionment, federal Qfficials said. Th 
U.S. ImmigratiQn and Naturaliza cial authorization by the President. Census Bureau consistently has hel' 
tion . Service and PQssibly the State that, since the U.S. Constitutio: 
Department's Cuban-Haitian Task · IN ADDITION, an estimated 
Force in Miami. 8,000 new Haitian refugees have Turn to Page 28A CoJ. 1 
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The rough rule of thumb is that each reSl~ 


dent is worth about $275 a 'year to his or 

( her local area In population-based federal~ 

aid programs of all kind:s. As a " result, an 
ad~itional 88,000 residents could b~ing Dade 
County an additional $24.2 million., ~ar.

"\4.1 ~lf)tM \ ~A 2\fthw f{)~ 

Dade Population Cpunt 

.'. .~' 

May Ri~'~ian~o~§cub~er Cent1 

Broward. 

~ FROM PAGE I A 

says reapportionment should be 
done by "actual enumeration" of 
the population , only the official 
census can be usec;1 : 

The adjustments for Dade's new 
refugees would be done by esti
mates, not by head count, census of( ficials said Thursday. 

Even then, Florida is expected to 
qualify for three new U.S. repre
sentatives when.. ' the J980 tally is 
complete, beealise its population is 
expected to hav'e grown]:>y .34 per 
cent since 1970, from 6. 7"~mi1lion to 
nine million. 

ALSO, FEDERAL suits unrelated 
to Carter's announced adjustment 
are going on in Washington now 
~n~ co~ld ~urther fa.tten ~outh Flor-, 
.atr'-3 ·pocketl;>Qok: ~. ' ; . .' '. 
. A t~r.t~O\lrt li;far-Ing s~~dul~- . 

next:'"~e~¥. ' CQuld ' increase . Dade:,S 
populatioif' count by ntore' than '4 
per c~t from thel,~20,594 prelimi, .. 
nary esUmate' based on this year's' 
census, not· including the. . ·new 
CUbatill"d:HaiWin' refugees. . '~'-~! 

The..court sl1jts .coUld bring addi:.....· t 

tiol1al federal. . population-based :'~ 
grants to Dad'~ of~e8rrY'$2Q million.' \ 
per year . " . .,I ,~ ; 

~dded to' the SU·.2 milliDn a year. 
that cQuld result from inclusion of " 
the; new refugees, Dade could end 
up ~4.2 million ayear better oft. 

In Broward', ~ere the estimated 
1979 population of 1,007,500 was' i 
about 11 p~r cent.tjlack and , 6 per'~' 
cent Latin, the sante kind of adjust
ments would increase the county's 
population figure by about 13,000; 
or ju.st over 1 Per· cent, 
. And ' Carter's additional special ' 

adjustments for refugees arriving 
since April l' could add about 5,900 

The two adjustments together 
could bring..Broward an extra $6 .4 
million a year in federal aid.· 

It wasn't 'clear Thursday, how
ever, whether Broward would be 
included within the "impacted , 
areas" in whiCh. the new refugee 
adjustment would be made. 

In Dade, the city of Miami will be 
watching the courtroom with par
ticular intet~St; because ' fts . pl~nners 
say the . "April census may have 
missed as many as 20,000 Miami 
residents, not even , counting the 
new Cuban refugees whQ settled in . 
Mlami during the April-June boat
lift from Marie/. 

In the crucial.cOl"rt SUit; the city 
of . petroit ,sued .~Ule"· G:en~us Bureau 
before:lt had even finished the offi
c~count· for that-' ~Jty. The city 
claimed the buteau!s methods inevi
tably wouldresul~jn,. a , serious un • . ' 
dtr;~Ount of Ur~f' city' s ' sizable mi . I 
nor,lty population. i 

ON .SEPT. 2S~ U.s . Di !itrict.,ludge · 
HOr.a.ce W: ' Gilmore ruled in De- , 
troWs favor,., H'e ordered the Census 
Burea\4' to ' repQrt by .next week 
what methods it wlH use to adjust 
the population count: 

Detroit claimed it lost $52 million 
irt federal funds ..:.:.- ,i n' programs. 
based on all' area's population 
d'urlng the' i 9705 beca\lSe' Of a serio. 
ous undercount. of' its minorities in 
the last census. 

CeO$Us officials concec;1ed that. 
na-tlonwide in 1970 the count 
mtss~ct 25' per "«ent of the· entire · 
population, and 7:7 per cent of all 
blacks. Census ' officials concede a 
similar under<;ount is likely thi s 
year. 

"They stipulated to an under· 
count; all that remains is to decide 
how to fix it," said. Jim Tuck , a 
lawyer for the city of Detroit. 

Northern cities are even more ' 
concerned . with possible under
countsi~ this year's census than are 
Simbelt cities . That 's because the 
"nrth.. rti drlp.1I are losln2 DODula- ' 

tion, congressional representation 
and thus pOlitical clout. 

IN FACT, New York State is ex
pected to lose four House seats ; Illi
nois. Ohio and Pennsylvania , two, 
nmi Michigan, Massachusetts , New 
Jersey and South Dakota, one each . 

Sun belt states will fare better. In 
addition to Florida 's estimated three 
new House seats ·-C~lifornia and 
Texas are expecte<lto get two ~w ) 
seats. and·: 'Arizona, Colorado, Ne'w, ~ 
Mexicfr, Oregan, Tennessee\ Utah . 
and Washi,ngton , one each ... 

Whatever method is settled upon 
in the Detroit case would have to be 
applied nationwide, lawyers agree . 
That could' benefit Dade. and espe

http:HOr.a.ce


'cially Miami. 

If the simplest method is used 


taking the number of minority resi
dents actually found in the 1980 
census and, adding to it. say, the 7.7 
per cent that is the estimated under
COunt - Dade's popu lation figure 
could grow by more than ·1 per 
cent, because nearly 55 per cc nt of 
its residents are either black or 
Latin . 

THAT WOULD add tiH.6.12 to 
Dade 's preliminarily estimllted pop
ulation count of l ;62(},594. And. as
suming each resident is worth 
about $275 a year, that could melln 
nearly $20 million more per yea r in 
federalllid for Dade County. .. 

Miami is hoping for even bigger 
I adjustments because of its larger I 

percentages of Latin residents. A nd 
it is preparing for a, posl\ible §epa" , 
rate laws\.lit even · a~ it ' awaits th , .. / 
result of next 'year's :bearing.. 

Miami will iirgue ·tha.t it probably' , 
was 'undercount'ed 'more than most , 
other cities because so many of its 
residents speak little EngliSh . 

"What greatly distinguishes our 

case' from the other suits we're 

aware of is that the Census Bureau 

didn"t alter its methods properly to 

take into account the language situ

ation here," said Assistant City At

torney Ron Cohen . 


City leaders complained even be

fore the census count that the Cen

sus Bureau was not djstributing its 

ques~ionnaires · in Spanish ' in 'Miami. 

even· though such f.orms already had 
been,printed for use in Puerto Rico. ' 


." I 

AND COHEN said Miami was, I 
hurt by the fact the Census Bureau I 
mailed, rather than hand-carried, I 

questionnaires to households. 
Latin households tend to have 

more residents than Anglo house
holds, Cohen said, and it's easier to 
miss such people with a mailed-out 
questionnaire . 

" If you miss one minority house
hold in your counting," Cohen said, 
"the probability is that you will 
miss more persons than if you misS 
one Anglo household. " 

Miami officials have not y et seen 
an official census figure for their 
city this year, Cohen said. 

But he has seen the estimate of 
Miami's 1980 population computed 
by Dade County's Planning Depart
ment based on the number of house
holds the census found in Miami. 
And that population estimate 
347.642. which is only a 3.8 per 
cent growth over 1970 - is at least · 
20,000 too low even without count
ing the refugees, according. to:. 
Miami Planning Director .11m Reid. 

MIAMI PLANNERS already 
were estimating the city 's popula
tion at more than 348,000 as long as 
two years ago, Reid said. 

Coral Gables city officials also 
w ill be watching the outcome of the 
Census Bureau 's latest legal battles . 
One preliminary census estimate of 
that City's 1980 population was 
only 37,225, down sharply from 
1970's 42,494. 

Then' it was discovered that the 
Census, Bureau. had failed to count 
the 4,615 peop-Ie living; in Universi
ty of Miami's dormitory system. 
But even. that brought the 1980 pop
ulationup toonly '41,840. 

"And they had a housing count 
for us that was 27 per cent higher 
than in 1970," said Susan Eastman. 
administrative assistant to City 
Manager Martin Gainer. "There 
must have been an increase in the 
number of houses populated by 
g)lOsts or half-persons," she said . 

Coral Gables. hasn't ye t sued but 
has written "a very strongly word
ed letter" to the . Census Bureau, 
Eastman said . The city will await 
an answer before deciding whether 
to sue, she said'. 

http:tiH.6.12


Liddy insists 
that he's not 
really so bad 
MitI/~cP!IJe,p] 
AJlKI(7i~.~ /¥i-

TALL~HASSEE  Convicted 
Watergate burglar G. Gordon Liddy 
says he's not such a bad guy - "I 
don't spend my nights laying awake 
trying to figure out who to kill." 

He also says he wouldn't have 
made any ' changes in his involve
ment in the Nixon administration 
except to be more careful about col
leagues like John Dean and Jeb 
Stuart Magruder. 

"The only thing I would have 
done differently is to associate my
self with a heartier crew than 
Messrs. Dean and Maaruder," Liddy 
said at a press conference yester
day. 

He pictured himself as a hard-as
nails fellow who was "a damn good 
lawyer" bound for a sub-cabinet 

. post in the second Nixon adminis
tration. 

Liddy fielded questions from re
porters before an appearance at 
Florida State University, earning 
him $3,000. His lecture subject: the 
reasons things seem to be gOing 
wrong for the country, such as 
President Carter. 

A 50-year-old former FBI agent, 
Liddy insisted his lawless action 
during the Nixon administration 
wasn't one of them. He character
ized his government service, includ
ing breaking into the Democratic 
Party headquarters in 1972 and a 
stint on the White House Plumbers 
unit, as not immoral but amoral. 

On other subjects. Liddy said he:' 
V' Would have immediately au

thorized a U.S. kidnaping of the Ay
atollah Ruhollah Khomeini upon 
first learning of the taking of the 
American hostages in Iran. He said 
"seizing the old geezer and then ar
ranging a swap" would have reSUlt
ed in the hostages' speedy release. 

V' Won't say whom he favors for 
president because "if I. did, I'd cost 
the poor fellow three or four 
states." In any event, Liddy can't 
vote because he lost his civil rights 
when he was convicted of a felony. 

~1~!'J£j~~c~2,

Stiltighting 
.Re~i'frlalt 

~Jt A..oci.t.d Pro.. 

The governor of Puerto Rico , 
says he'll go to the U.S. Supreme 
Court, if necessary, to block the 
transfer of more than 650 Cuban 

and Haitian 
refugees 
from Florida 
to a military 
base on his 
island . 

The First 
U,S. Circuit 
Court of Ap
peals in Bos
too gave the 
go-ahead for 
the trans
fers Wed
nesday in 

overturning two district court 
rulings supporting, Puerto Rico's 
efforts to keep the refugees out. 

The first refugees are to be 
sent to Puerto Rico from two 
camps in Daqe County on Mon
day or Tuesday, according to 
Paul Lane, a State Department 
official in Puerto Rico who is co- . 
ordinating the refugee transfer. 

Gov. Carlos Romero Barcelo 
of Puerto Rico said he had or
dered commonwealth attorneys 
in Washington to take whatever 
steps were, necessary to over
turn the decision, POSSI bly In
cludl.ng- ,an appeal to the Su
preme Coutt. 

The Puerto Rican government 
challenged Presidimt C3.rter's 

authority to order the transfers. 

contending that the increased 

population 'at Fort Ailen would 

force construction that would 

overtax sewage facilities , pol

. lute a river and create a health 

hazard . 

Peter R. Steenland Jr.. repre
senting the Justice Department. 
told the appeals court that Car
ter's transfer order was not 
open to judkial review and said 
there was no evidence that mov
ing the refugees to Fort Allen 
would cause irreparable dam
age. He said $10 million in reno
vations at Fort Allen were "vi r
tually complete ." 

Steen land said the Dade Coun
ty Health Department "insists" 
that refugee bases near the 
Evergiades be closed by next 
Wednesday. 

In its brief decision, the ap
pl!als court said: "We have con
cluded that the common wealth 
has not demonstrated a reason
able likelihood of success as to 
either the legal authority of the 
President to transfer the refu 
gees or the issue involving con
struction work. " 

http:cludl.ng
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•
33 Arnericart Prisoners tTt Cltba 
Expected to Co Free on Monday 


By GUILLERMO MARTINEZ 
Herald Staff Wrlt.r 

The 33 Amedcans being held in Cuban jails. some. 
for as long as II years, are expected to be released 
Monday, U.s. offlcfals saiq Thursday. Five U.S. citI
zens born'in Cuba wiU not be among· them. 

A plane chartered by , the State Department will 
be sent to Havana ' to pick up those prisoners who 
wish to return to the United States, some of whom 
face criminal charges for hijacking. 

The Washington announcement came after Cuba 
notified American officials in Havana that they could 
begin Interviewing the prisoners in preparation for 
their imminent release . 

American consular officials went to the Combina
do del Este prison Thursday to find out which prison
ers want to return to the United States. 

For Karen Bennett, a young south west Dade 
housewife, the news meant that her husband Robert, 
sentenced to two years in jail for violating Cuban air 
space, would be coming home four months before his 
sentence expired . 

"It's super, wouldn't you say?" said Karen after 
hearing the news Thursday night. "But I won't be ec
static until I'm on rriy way to the airport." 

For Ismenia Betancourt, a Hialeah housewife, the 
news meant that her husband Isaac, 'sentenced to 
three years in jail for violating Cuban territorial wa
ters, would have to serve his full three-year sentence. 

The Cuban government "does not intend to in
clude in this release the American citizens who hold 

Cuban citizenship ," "the State Department statement 
said. Cuba does not recognize the American citizen
ship of anyone born in Cub/l, . 

"They are releasing everyone, including airplane 
hijackers and drug smugglers, people who have been 
sentenced for crimes mote serious than Isaac's," said 
Ismenia. "But Isaac, whose only crime was only to 
have his boat break down in Cuban territorial wate rs, 
will not be coming hom e," 

About 11 of the 33 American prisoners were in 
jail for hijacking planes to Cuba. 

Ismenia's hopes to see her husband released 
soared two weeks ago when the State Departm ent 
announced that as a gesture of good will the Cuban 
government had announced it would release all the 
American prisoners in Cuban jails, 

A list of prisoners released by the State Depart
ment included Isaac's name. Even then; Ismenia had 
doubts. 

"I have butterflies in mv stomach," she said then , 
"I'm afraid he won 't come home with the others ," 

She was right. 
"When I called the State Department to ask w hy 

my husband's name had been on the list if he was not 
to be released , they told me they were sorry and that 
they had made a mi stake;" Ismeniasaid. 

"It has ,not helped him to have served in the U,S. 
Army. nor to have lived in this country for 18 years." 
Ismenia said. "He is just as much an American citizen 
as all the rest. But the American government has not 
done anything for him ." • 

Br-IeflvflW~(ffl)
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Release of U.S. prisoners 
in Cuba expected shortly 

The Carter administration is planning to send 
a plane to Cuba in the next few days to pick up 
American prisoners being released by the CUb.an 
government. U.S. officials said Cuba has in
formed them the paperwork on the prisoners has 
been virtually completed and that American dip
lomats in Havana will be permitted to interview 
them at Combinado del Este prison soon. The 
prisoners will be asked if they want to rem~~ in 
Cuba or return to the United States. The offiCials, 
who asked not to be identified, said the prisoners 
could be back in the United States by Sunday or 
Monday. Cuba announced Oct. 13 it would re
lease all Americans jailed in Cuba. Most are 
being held on drug-related charges,. but about 10 
are believed to be hijackers who Will face prose
cution. if they return to the United States. A'!leri
can officials say they believe 33 prisoners Will be 
released. 
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to;Oust Cubans 


South Beach : 

Owners Cite 
Unpaid Bills. 

By. DAN WILI:IAMS 
Herald S'aff Wrlr.t' 

. Panicky hotel owners began evlc- . 
tIng scores of penniless Cubans into ~ 
the streets of South Miami Beach 
Thursday in the midst of a dispute 
between the federal government•. 
and the city of Miami Beach over ~ 
who would guarantee payment of ' 
hotel bills for the refugees. '::I 

Young male refugees and women " 
holding small children crowded a~ 
State Department office on Miami"' 
Beach to ask for rent. Pregnant~ 
women pleaded ' .. with volunteer" 
agencies to find them shelter. 

Refugees evicted frorn their ' 
rooms squeezed into rooms of their 
friends in other hotels or sought 
refuge in their lobbies and porches. 

"What are they trying" to do to ~ 

us? I'~ , going to have a baby nexL 

month, said Aleida Mendoza, who ' 

had , been evicted from a South : 

Beach hotel. She stOOd . outside the 

State Department's resettlement of. 

fice at 1200 Fifth St. among some . 

30 other refugees milling outside 

the crowded office looking for a 

place to stay. / 

"I can't sleep on the street. My 
husband, he's out stealing so. we can 
eat," she said. • 

SOME HOTELS on Miami Beach 
were throwing the refugees out. 
Others were letting them stay on 
until this morning or longer .after 
frantic telephone calls from' State 
Department officials promising that 
all bills would be paid. 

, "But if I don't have the contract. 
in ·hand .. . they'll be kicked out af 
to a.m.," said Larry Taylor, owner 
of the Nemo Hotel, 116 ColIln!> 
Ave., Thursday nIght. 

Taylor, who has charged- up to ' 
$55 a week for a room, said he 
wanted the contract in writing 
from the federal government. ,He ' 
housed between 150 and 200 refu
gees Thursday night. : 

Federal officials estimate that 
about 300 refugees are now housed 
on the Beach at government e~ 
pense. Thursday night, the Cuban
Haitian Task Force declined to re
lease figures on how many rooms it 
needed, or on how many hotel 
owners had agreed to the new con. 
tract to house the refugees. 

"THE SITUATION is fluid," said 
task force spokesman Larry Maho; 
ney. "No large numbers of peop~~ 
are being evicted. The problem IS 
complicated and it's going to takl! 
the federal government more than 
one day to solve it ." ' 

Miami Beach officials were even 
vaguer. City o!ficials have been 

Turn to Page 4B' Col. I 

~('\lJ/j 




... J 

Hotels Turn_ ~(l"ut Refugees ' 

NClJiMJE)~ td ~'Icrc-uov. .' 

~FROM PAnt: I B Several ho~els claimed the rooms s~i11 housed 60 refugees Thursday 
~ ilL now occupied by Cubans had long mght. 

asked. by the federal government to 
account for the $60,000 worth of 
federal vouchers handed out by the 
city' to hotel' owners as a promise of 
payment. 

"Our records are a mess,"· said 
Beach Mayor Murray Meyerson. 
"We have a one-man social worker 
department. I don't know how 
we're going to account for all this." 

Meyerson said he didn't know 
how many refugee bills had been 
guaranteed by the city . 

Federal officials angrily de
nounced the city for suddenly aban
doning the payment of bills. 

Cuban-Haitian Task Force direc
tor James ,Gigante called the 
Beach's action "unconscionable." 

"THE ISSUE was that the State 
Department promised to relocate 
these people off the Beach and 
waSn't doing it," Meyerson said. 

,/ "They just wanted to prolong the ' 
agony. The refugees didn't have 
jobs, they didn't fit into a retiree~ 
tourist economy ." . 

Tuesday, Miami Beach officials 
decided to stop contracting hotels to 
house the refugees, complaining 
that the federal government was 
slow in paying rent totaling 
$60,000. They also wanted to clear 
the Beach of the refugees before the 
beginning of the winter tourist sea
son. 

The federal governmen~ paid 
Miami Beach $60,000 Thursday to 
cover the costs of rooms rented 
since the end of July-. The city has 
not yet reimbursed the hotels. 

Federal officials were confident. 
that evicted refugees wOl.lld find 
roomS. under an agreement reached 
between the task force and social , 
service agencies Thursday. 

THE OFFICIALS want to hold 
the refugees in the hotels until they 
can be resettled. Refugees who can
not be resettled, or decline to be, 
will be sent to a holding camp in 
Puerto Rico. 

But it was unclear Thursday 
night how much time the hotel 
owners would give the refugees. 

been reserved by tourists expected 
for the winter season beginning 
Nov. L 

"From one point of view we have 

'My husban.d, he's o.ut 
stealing so we<:an eat.' 

- Aleida· Mendoza 

human beings who hurt. On the 
other, we have commitments and 

. responsibilities," said Sam Harris, 
owner' of the Lafayette Hotel , 944 
Collins Ave. 

Harris had housed 15 rooms full 
of refugees until Tuesday. By the 
next day, he had evicted them all. 
He also has rejected a new contract 
with the government. 

But he took four refugees bac~ 
after federal officials pleaded for a 
reprieve. "I took them in, but only 
for two days," he said. 

When he ,took the refugees back, , 
manYt...of the others trle4 to re-enter ' 
the hotel. "They were shouting up 
to their friends. We had to barri 
cade. the lobby . It created a little 

. 'human scene," he said. 

HARRIS DID not know what be~ 
came of the evicted refugees. 
"Maybe they went! to other hote1s, 
maybe they slept in public bath
rooms. I don;t know ." 

"It's up to the owner," said desk

'Let them sleep !wme
where else. We've got 
50 states.' 

- Samuel Parker, 
hotel manager 

man Raul Lopez at the Bentley 
Hotel, 510 Ocean Dr. "And she says 
she'll close the place down because 
she doesn't want them here." 

The Bentley, which has been con
demned by Beach officials for plum
bing and housing code violations, 

"Let them sleep somewhere else. 
We've got 5{) states," said Samuel 
Parker, manager' of the Florel 
Apartment Hotel, 926 Collins Ave . 
Parker said he would evict today 
his remaining refugee, a remnant of 
a contingent olIO. 

But Linda Polansky, owner of the 
Clay Hotel, 406 Espanola Way, took 
up the government offer to lodge 
the refugees. She will charge $75 a 
week for each of ten rooms, hous
ing three refugees in each. 

"TH'E TRUTH is that when the . 
season starts you could rent a c1~set 
for $50," , she said. "I'm turning 
a way cash customers now." 

"I don't know what's going to 
happen' to these people," said Anne 
Meitzler, who manages the White
hart Hotel, 315 Ocean Dr. She has 
agreed to open six rooms for refu
gees. 

At the Nemo Hotel, Angel Emilio 
Gomez, 18, and his girlfriend Noel 
Visrosa, 18, sat in the lobby to keep 
out of the rain. 

They said they had been evicted 
Thursday from a Beach hotel. . 

, "Tonight, we don't know where 
we're going to sleep," said Gomez. I 

"W,e want to find a place where at 
least we'll be out of the rain ." 

Gomez, a carpenter's aSSistant, is 
unemployed. "I prefer going back 
to a refugee camp. Here, I'm just a 
vagabond," he. said. 

Across Biscayne Bay, at the re
settlement offices a,t the 8ayfront 
Auditorium downtown Miami, 
Juana Gil Alonso, 23 and pregnant, 
waved a hotel voucher up in the air. 

"r went to this hoteL Only men 
lived there. I wouldn't live in such a 
place," she said. She added that her 
husband is an invalid. He was shot 
accidentally in the legs when he 
was in the Cuban army. 

"I was told to come here, then to 
the State Department offi'Ce, now 
here again," she complained. 
"There is no end to this." 

Herald Staff Writers Zita Arocha 
and, Eilen Bart/ett also contributed 
to this report. 

I 
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THERE'S no room at the inn in Miami 
Beach. Nor at the Dade County 
stockade on NW 41 Street. Nor in 

Youth Hall. at the Krome Avenue refu
gee camps, nor anywhere else in Dade 
County. Wednesday's promise by Feder
al officials to resettle homeless refugees 
outside of Florida was as welcome as it 
was overdue. 

Owners of small Miami Beach hotels 
are trying to prepare for their regular 
winter customers. The bill for lodging 
for more than 1,500 refugees in those 

,hotels reached $6,0,000. The Federal 
Government promised to pay, but the 
check didn't arrive until late Thursday. 

The city had been guaranteeing Wasp
ington's credit. This week, the city com
mission sensibly rejected any extension 
of the program that, in effect, found the 
city subsidizing the U.S. Government. 

President Carter Tuesday told a 
town-hall meeting in Miami that "I did 
what was right, and I'm glad the Floridi
ans did what was right. too," in offering 
shelter to more than 125,000 Cubans 
who left Marie!. The President is half 
right. 

The people of South Florida and their 
county and city governments did what 
was right. They threw their own money 
and strained resources into the breach 
created by President. Carter. There are 
no tents on the South Lawn and no 

strangers sleeping on the sofas at the 
White House. 

More than 80.000 sealift emigres have 
found refuge in Dade County. They are 
living, in large measure, in the private 
homes of other Dade residents. Volun
teers by the tens of thousands turned o,ut 
to help, and they continue to help. With
out this massive outpouring of generosi
ty, the streets of Miami, Miami Beach, 
and Hialeah would resemble the teeming 
squalor of Calcutta. 

Crises sl.j.Ch as the evictions· in Miami 
Beach and the prisoner riot at the over
crowded stockade aren't the result of ne
glect by South Floridians. Rather, those 
problems are the result of Federal irre
sponsibility in dumping 5,000 to 10,000 
Cubans in Dade without secure resettle
ment plans. 

Homeless new entrants to this country 
should have decent housing. a secure 
source of meals, and as much social
service help as it takes to merge them 
into American life, The question is the 
extent to which innocent bystanders, 
such as the Be,l.ch hotel owners and 
other South, Floridians, are going to sac
rifice their own tinancial security and 
social stability in order to subsidize the 
Carter Administration '5 ineptitude. 

In the PreSIdent's own words, the peo
ple of Dade County already "did right," 
Now it's his turn. 
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Bosch Affair May Shatter 


Five-Year Venezuela-Cuba Ties, 

By DAVID BROWNE 

StMcI.1 .. The Her.ld 

CARACAS, Venezuela - Vene identities of those who planted ft. 

zueian-Cuban relations have hit They advised the Barbados govern

their nadir since the countries re-es ment to continue its investigation'.
tablished diplomatic ties in 1975, 

after an ll-year break. THE MATTER was then passed 


The cause: The impending release to the Military Trlbunai, which is 

,of anti-Castro terrorist Orlando expected to hand down Its verdict 

BolICh and three other men who in mid- or late November after it 

have been absolved of bombing a has stUdied l,80d pages of evidence 

Cubana Alr:ilnes jet off the coast of and an 865-page sentence gIven to 

Barbados on Oct. 6, 1976. The blast it by the Council. If it overruies the 

killed 73 paSsengers. decision, the Supreme Court will 


make the final judgement. Cuban President Fidel castro has The Council's ruling was hailed Venezuela also has criticizedthreatened to sever links with Ven by Raymond Aguiar ,the principal Cuban adventurism in Centralezuela, If the decision is upheld by defense lawyer. 	 AmeriCa. especially Its support for the country's highest military ap "From the beginning, I have leftist guerrillas in EI. Sa~vador.peals court, the Military Tribunal .. maintained the total innocence of Venezuela is closely allied' With the ,.. On Sept. 27, Castro recalled 27 my cUents In the homble crime per Christian Democrats in the ruling
\I dlplpmats from his Caracas embas petrated against the passengers on Salvadorean junta. 

sy,leaving a skeleton staff of five. the HI-fated plane. The whole judi Geopolitics aside, however, the 
cial proceeding, until now, has been Cubana Airlines bombing has al

HE HAS denounced Venezuelan a hoax and witnesses have been ma ways been regarded in Cuba as the 
leaders as "hypocritical Pharisees," nipulated. I am confident the Mill· atrocity against which all oth~rs 
and the dropping of charges against tary Tribunal will ratify the Coun are measured. and the BolICh ruImg
the four men imprisoned since Oct. cil's verdlct,'"he said. is being treated as a ·focus of nation
8, 1976. has been called "mon The Bosch affair will likely prove al frenzy, an issue methodically and 
strous" by Granma, the official the final straw in a steadily wors repeatedly denounced in the media 
Cuban Communist Party news ening relationship that bas devel and by Cuban leaders. 
paper. oped this year between Castro and 

the Christian Democratic Party CASTRO HAS left little doubt I
On Sept. 17, the prosecutor. Navy (COPEI) administration of Luis Her that if the ruling is upheld he would- : 

Lt. AntoniO Jose Moros, asked the rera Campins. 
Permanent Council of War, which 

was trying the case, to dismiss VENEZUELA has Withdrawn Its 

charges against Bosch and Venezue- ambassador from Havana, due to 


Cuba's refusal to negotiate the de

.ans Hernan Ricardo and Freddy parture of more than 20 Cuban 

Lugo and Luis Posada Carriles. a gate-crashers granted asylum by

Cuban-Venezuelan. Lugo and Ricar the Caracas Embassy this year. 

do were arrested in Trinidad and Cuba consistently ~ maintained 

Tobago and extradited to Venezue- that the gate-crashers are common
j 

la. Posasa Carrlles and Bosch were criminals who must be turned ov~r 
picked up in Caracas. 	 to the government - a stance Ven

In direct conflict with bis appeal ezuela has rejected. A similar dis

of February 1979, when he urged pute with Peru led to th~ Easter 

that the four be sentenced to 25 weekend invasion of that country's 

years in prison, Moros said: "The embassy grounds by 10,800 Cubans, 

charges are without foundation. the root cause of the exodus that 

They should be dropped because of eventually brought about 125,000' 

lack of evldence.'~ new refugees to the United States. I 


Nine days later, the Council ab
) 	 solved them of charges, of homicide 

and the use of illegal firearms. 
Bosch and Ricardo, however, were 
given four-month' sentences for en
tering Venezuela on false passports. 

The three judges said they could 
not determine the origin of the 
bomb that blew up the plane or the 



sever ties with Venezuela. He 
claimed the acquittal was politically

motivated. 

"The current rulers of Venezuela 

have given themselves over to a 

dirty maneuver in complicity with 

other reactionary forces, to forment 

provocation, revive old threats,' 

worsen the blockade and try to 

slander 8lld isoiate Cuba from the 

peoples of the continent," Granma 

said In an editorial on the fourth an

niversary of the bombing. "There 

are politicians in power in Venezue-. 

la today who are involved, have a 

lot to do with the Intellectual and 

material authors Of the barbaric 

Barbados sabotage." 


Herrera Campins hit back strong
ly and said: "I am not a dictator, ty
rant and chief of a totalitarian party Orlando Bosch 
that commands the executive, legis-. 
Iatlve and judicial branches. • •• may go free 

"A democratic government has 
no cholee but to respect the autono- repeatedly condemned terrorism

) my of the cOllrts and that is what and respects the decision of judges. 
Fidel Castro has forgotten. I reject The courts are Independent." 
the Cuban leader's disrespectful ag- But there were also voices of 
gressions against Venezuela from moderation and restraint in the 
the first to the lastletter," Venezuelan Congress. 

ADDED Gonzalo Garcia sastlllos, SaId the COPEI's Valmore Aceve
minister of the President's Secretar· dO Amaya: "We should do every
iat and a top international adviser:" thing we can to maintain diplomatic 
The· country should remain carm relations because of th'e deep affec
and walt with firmness because tion that unites-our people. 
what we are defending is tbe right 
to express ourselves Ii'eely in our GERMAN LAIRET, leader of the 
own land without pressure froni Movement for Socialism (MAS).
abroad. We must stand as one man urged: "We should not talk of a 
when confronted by blackmail," break." 

Foreign Minister Jose Alberto Jesus Marla Machin, of the lead-
Zambrano criticized "personal re- Ing opposition party, Democratic 
gimes such as the Castro govern- Action, granted that "relations-are 
ment" which are' "incapable of almost paralyzed," but urged "we 
understanding the principles of de-· must keep the channels of commu
mocracy, respect for human rights nications open," . 
and the separation of powers. The strained Cuban-Venezuelan 

"The Ven!!zuelan government has relations have not been helped by 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---

allegations from fugitive magazine 
editor Allcia Herrera that Bosch and , 
former poUceman Posada Carriles 
had confessed their guilt to her. 

Herlera, who fled Caracas In 
April with her Cuban husband, 
RaImundo Urrecha, surfaced In 
Mexico City and claimed: "The 
Venezuelan government has par
doned those who they know are feIo 
sponslble for the attack on the 
plane." 

The COPEI administration imme
diately branded her a Castrolte spy, 
and security police Chief Remberto. 
Uzcategul announced she would be· 
tried for treason in absentia. 

SHOULD CUBA break relatlons • .
Venezuela very well may retaliate 
by cutting off Its three-milllon-bar
rel-a-year 011 exports to the Island. 

The three-year agreement is due
for renewal at the end of the year. 
and Jose. Rodriguez Hurbe. presi~' 
dent of tbe Forelan Policy Advisory
Commission, has warned: "If rela
tions with Cuba are broken, it wlil 
no longer be In Venezuela's inter_ 
to continue helping Sovitt· forelm 
policy by supplying Castro with 
oil," 

Meanwhile, the movement for a 
"Free and Independent't Cuba4 
whose first congress finished in 
Caracas last Sunday. has indicated 
that the city may become their 
headquarters. 

However. Its leader. Huber 
Matos. stressed: "If we choose Car
acas. it will have nothing to do with 
the current poor relations between 
Cuba and Venezuela. ,. 

"It will be because Venezuela Is a 
leading Latin American democracy 
and. as the birthplace of the libera
tor Simon Bolivar, it seems a logical 
choice." 

------~~~----

) 
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Delayed Again 

Puerto Rico 

Brings Case 

On Transfer 


By DAN WILLIAMS 
And ZITA AROCHA 

Herald Staff Wrlter~ 

U.S. Supreme Court Justice Wil
liam Brennan Jr. ordered the White 

")"',"I 
(." 

: 	 House Friday not to send Cuban and 
Haitian refugees to Puerto Rico. 
even as an ominous new surge of 
Haitian refugees - 1,100 in the last 
two days - reached South Florida. 

Hardly had shocked federal offi
cials become aware that they could 
not move Miami's refugee remnants 
to Puerto Rico when a Bahamian 
government threat to send home all 
that country's 25,000 illegal Hai
tianlt triggered fears in Florida of 
ano~her flood of refugees.. 

BRENNAN'S ORDER, issued Fri
day in Washington, blocked - at 
least temporarily - administration 
plans to empty South Florida of its 
remaining homeless refugees. hun
dreds of whom have been evicted 

, from Miami Beach hotels this week 
to make room for the impending
tourist season. 

Twice-cursed federal' officials 
now can't move the refugees out of 
Florida, and they are apparently 
powerless to stop a new influx. 

"Who knows, thousands lof Hai
tians) might be coming," said' one 
concerned feder~l refugee official. 

The numbers worried him: More 
than 440 Haitians came ashore in 
Broward Friday, following 128 
Thursday; in Dade, 300 arrived Fri

') 	 day, 250 on Thursday. The Bahamas 
government announced its decision 
Wednesday. 

THE BAHAMAS Wednesday 
gave its illegal Haitians three 
months to turn themselves in for 
deportation. 

The 1,100 Haitians who reached 
Florida since that announcement 
join some 600 Haitians living in 
tents on an old missile base now 
called "Krome Avenue North." It 
was from that encampment that the 
White House planned to send any 
newly arrived refugees to Puerto 
Rico 'for resettlement, beginning 

'Tuesday. , 
Federal officials moved the last 

45 Cubans housed at Krome North 

Turn to Page 12A Col. 1 

3 of,33 Yan~s jailed 

in Cuba rel~ct return

,,' 1t1,w~ 15"a)f1J 

AH9ciated lOr... Cr€ S Iflt 
.: , 
~'WASHINGTON - Tbree of 

tbe 33 U.S. prisoners in Cuba 
bave rejected a Cuban govern
ment offer allowing them to re
tum to' the United States, tbe 
State Department says. ' 

Department spokesman John 
Trattner said yesterday tbat tbe 
other 30 will return to the Unit
ed States, probably to Miami, I 

aboard a U.S. government flight 
tomorrow or Monday. 

Trattner did not say. why the 
three cbose to remain in Cuba 
altbough it is believed their ded
sion s based on a,desire to avoid 
prosecution in tbe United States. 

About 10 of the prisoners are 
wanted in the United States on 
bijacking charges. Trattner said 

serving sentences fOr drug viola
tions. None are political prison
ers. 

U.S. diplomats in Cuba inter
viewed tbe 33 on Thursday at 
Combinado del Este prison near 
Havana. 

Cuba's offer does not apply to 
five Cuban-American dual na
tionals who are imprisoned. 

On Oct. 13, Cuba announced 
tbat all its U.S. prisoners would 
be allowed to return to the Unit
ed States if they chose to do so; 
Their release has been delayed 
by what officials describe as 
"paperwork." 

Some U.S. officials speculated 
tbat the Cuban gesture was 
aimed at assisting President Car
ter's re-election bid. Cuban Pres
ident Fidel Castro has expressed 

some of tbe 30 may be prosecut- concern about the consequences) 
eel beret but did not disclose bow of a victory by Republican can-
many. Most of tbe prisoners are didate Ronald Reagan. ~ 

~ 
\ 
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~ THE MiA'MIHtRXtrtSalurday,~r.1S;1980() " J2·A ,Justice Postpones~ the Transfer 
Of Refugees to Puerto Rico 
~ FROM PAGE I A 
to a federal prison in South Dade 
Friday. "We didn't know if the Hai
tians and Cubans would get along," 
said State Department official Mi-· 
gueLParajon. 

He said the Cubans would· be re
leased from the Federal Correction
al Institute to sponsors today. 

Krome Avenue ~0t:th is Miami's 
last remaining refugee' camp. But 
the new wave of Haitians Friday 
night was expected to overflow the 

,camp's capacity by today and force 
reopening of Krome Avenue South:, 
a half-mile away. Krome South was 
supposed to have been, shut down 
permanently Thursday. 

But the exit is closed. Justice 
Brennan's order prevents the Puer
to Rican camp from opening until 
the whole Supreme Court can hear 
the case - no sooner than next Fri() day. 

The case, brought by Puerto 
Rico, charges that President Carter 
selfishly ordered the refugees sent 
to an. abandoned Army base there 
because islanders can't vote in the 
Upcoming presidential election. 

"This came at a bad time," said 
Larry MilJtoney, spokesman for the 
Cuban-Haitian Task Force in Flori
da. 

The task force already had its 
hands full. 

Hundreds of Cuban refugees have 
been evicted from Miami Beach ho
tels this· week by hotel owners 
caught in a dispute bet:ween the city 
and the federal government over 
who will pay the refugees' bills. 

Miami Beach stopped guarantee
Ing the rent this week. Officials 
charged the government was late 
with its reimbursements to the city. 

Task Force officials Friday barn
stormed Miami Beach trying to con
vince hotel owners not to evict Cu
bans housed at government ex
pense. Larry Taylor, owner of the 
Hotel Nemo, 116 Collins Avenue, 
agreed to lodge about 100 Cubans 
until Nov. 12. Earlier in the day, he 

• had evicted them and padlocked 35 
rooms to keep the refugees out. 

Selma Schwarz, owner of the) Bentley Hotel, 510 Ocean Drive, 
complained the Cuban refugees 
were "breaking everything up so 
terriele" in the h(Jtel, but she 
agreed to permit some 60 to stay at 

least one more night. She said she 
"might keep them a couple of 
weeks" after talking with the State 
Department. 

Several evicted Cuban refugees. 
roamed the streets looking for shel
ter, Some said they had been sleep
ing on park benches, in alleyways 
and on the beachfront for up to a 
week. 

Across Biscayne Bay, lawyers for 
Legal Services of Greater Miami 
went to court to ask for an emer

.. gency order to prevent evictions of 
Cubans at two South Beach hotels. 
But Circuit Judge Lenore Nesbitt 
said questions of jurisdiction would 
have to be resolved first. She asked 
the attorneys to submit briefs by 5 
p.m. Monday. 

The State Department canceled 
the first flight of Puerto Rico-bound 
refugees from the Krome Avenue 
refugee center. The flight had been 
scheduled for Tuesday. 

"I've got to get these Cubans 
housed," said a harried Joanna Ca
plan, a State Department official 
negotiating with the hotel owners 
Friday. Caplan guaranteed payment 
of hotel bills to the owners. al
though she said she could not pro
duce an official contract until next 
week. 

Between 25 and 30 Miami Beach 
hotels have been temporarily hous
ing 400 homeless refugees. If per
manent homes and jobs could not be 
found for these refugees, they were 
to be sent to Puerto Rico. 

"It's better to stay here, although 
this is a pig pen," said Bentley resi· 
dent Silvia Reyes, 13. Behind Reyes, 
on the porch door of the hotel, was 
a sign from the city of Miami Beach 
Minimum Housing Department: 
"Notice - this building has been 
deClared unfit for human habita
tion." 

I 

Jorge Reyes, 40, Sitting in the 
lobby of the Nemo Hotel, where 
chairs and tables were scattered 
haphazardly, said, "I don't know 
who to blame for this mess." 

Reyes was thown out of his 
Nemo room early Friday and door 
was padlocked behind him. By the 
late evening, he still hadn't been al" 
lowed back InSide his room. 

"Maybe it's the government's 
fault. Maybe it's beeause there's no 
money. But I assure you that no 
matter what happens to me I won't 
go out and steal," he said. 

Arell Martinez, 19, who waited 
anxiously with her two-year-old 
baby in front of the office said, "If 
they kick me out. I'm just going to 
sit on the sidewalk and wait. 

"They can't throw me out with a I 
baby. They just 'can't," she said. 
Martinez added that· she padlocked 
the door of her room at the Bentley 
after she left, so that the owners 
could n,ot throw out her belongings. 

The Cubans who were moved 
from the Krome North camp to the 
Federal Correetional Institute (FC}) 
in South Dade already have spon
sors who will give them homes, 
said Miguel Parajon. an official 
witli the Cuban Haitian Task Force, 
which operates under the auspices I 
of the State Department. 

"Because we dont know how the 

Cubans and Haitians will get along, 

we decided to move the Cubans to 

FC}," said Parajon. He said the Cu

bans would be released to sponsors 
I 

today. 
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The refugee family of Vicente Godoy really believes 

that home ls where Ule heart is - even ifhp~e is jus~ 0&_ ~ 

shanty in rural western Dade County. 


Eor more than a month, all 18 member!, of the 

Godoy family >- six children and 12 adults - have 

been living in a three-room shack they built at a horse" ~ 

farm just west of Sweetwater. . 


The family could have lived in better quarters. But 

the alternatives meant that they would have been split 

up temporarily. . 


The Godoys chose to stay together - with no elec

tricity, no plumbillg and little more than a roof over 

their heads. 


.Today the ordeal was ending. The family was mov

ing to Key West where Fernando, Godoy's,eldest soq, 

IlQlded a job as a fisherDUUl and rented a house. , 


Jt still will be crowded in Key West, but the,!ittl~ : 

house will seem like a PaliU;e compared w~~ the (jp. :' 

doys' home in West'Dade. , 


The shack's wooden floors were covered with bits 

and pieces of old carpet. The furniture consisted of 

used mattresses. The family's clothing was stuffed in ~ , 

small chest of drawers. Their bathroom was a pit lat

rine an<l an old bathtub. 


Another shack served as a kitchen. Large jugs of 

drinking water had to be carried from the closest storej 

six blocks away. 


Members 'of tbe Godoy clan came to the United 

States on different days during the Mariel-to-Key West 

sealift. Since different voluntary agencies processed 

different family members, some stayed in Miami, while 

otbers were seDt to Fort Indiantown Gap; Pa., and Fort 

Chaffee, ~rk. . 


Slowly, the family reunited iJl West Dade. 
"We' got sponsors, got out of.the caWps anll gather· 


ed here," said Fara Salas, 33, who is married to Vh:ente 

God~y's ~~ &qn. "'fl~ep I got I}ere, Fern",.n~ 4!l4 


Pi.... He SHACK. 4A 
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The Miami News· BOB MACK 

Suzana Rivero, 5, stands outside Godoy family's shanty in western Dade County 

. my husband were already here and ' they had built "Then there is 'Suzana, she should have started school 
this:' . ' already, but not knowing were we are going to be next 

Fara said they received no help. The men worked I haven't wanted to send her to schooL I hope we really 

odd jobs to earn money. "We only, spend money on . get settled in Key West." 

food and other basics; the rest we saved to rent a 
 , . Life at the shack has been rough for the family, buthome," she said'; , . ' , , 

Roberto Llompart, Godoy's son-in-law, said it was bet"The shack.is hot. There are a lot of mosquitos ter than in Cuba:here, and the dirt is too much. It just isn't healthy to 

Jive like this," said Martha Godoy, Fara's sister-in-law. "People treat us better, there is no lack of food or 

She has been worried about her two daughters, Suza clothes. There is a housing shortage in Cuba, you 

na, 5, and Idarmis, 2. know, and it is not strange to see 10 people to a room. 


"Idarmis suffers from epileptic seizures. We had "Besides, we are like guerrilla fighters," he added ~ 
her in the hospital for a week recently," Martha said. proudly. "We can survive anywhere." 

.. 'L~~ 
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Trio Relue. Repatriation 

3· Americans Reject 

1'1t~~ tC)~) /?Il

Return t'rolll Luba 

~J~O 

WASHINGTON (UPI) 
Three, of the 33 American prisoners 
pardoned by Fidei Castro have de
cided not to return' to the United 
States·next week, the State Depart
ment said Friday. 

Spokesman John Trattner said a 
charter aircraft will bring the other 
Americans. from Havana to the 
United States - p'robably Miami 
on Sunday or Monday, and those 
facing possible U.S. charges will be 
subject to arrest. 

Trattner said three Americans 
told Cuban officials they did not 
wish to return. He gave no reason 
for their decision and would not say 
if the three face possible charges In 
the United States. 

"They do not Intend to go any
where at the moment," he said. The 
Cuban government told the U.S. In
terests Section In Havana Thursday 
that It had almost completed the 
pardon procedure for the American 
prisoners and would release 33, said 
a department spokesman, adding 
that U.S. consular officers began 
inlt'rvlewing the prisoners at Com
bhultto del Este Prison Thursday to 
sa. It they wanted to return. 

Havana plans to detain five other 
prisoners who hold dual citizenship 
in the United States and Cuba. 

"We are prepared to provide as
sistance to bring these American 
citizens home. On a contingency 
basis we are arranging a flight to 
pick them up in Havana and return 
them to the United States. most 
probably to Miami on Oct. 27." 
Trattner said . 

The Americans were jalfed on a 

variety of charges, Including hijack
Ing, drug smuggling, Immigration 
violations and "disseminating anti
Communist and divlsionist [reli
gious] literature." 

The FBI has said It plans to arrest 
the accused hijackers upon their re
turn to the United States. 

Cuban diplomats in Washington 
surprised U.S. officials Oct. 13 
when they announced that Cuba 
would empty its jails of all Ameri
can citizens held there. 

U.S. officials said there are five 
people In Cuban jails with dual 
Cuban and American citizenship, in 
addition to the 33 American citi
zens. 

An unofficial list of the prisoners 
shows the names of only two of the 
five with dual citizenship. They are 
Isaac Bentancourt of Hialeah. ar
rested Feb. 2. 1979. on immigration 
charges, and David Rodriguez. also 
of Florida .. The State Department 
had no details available on Rodri
guez. 

I!}lLtl{~J,{ffl} j-B 
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ExploSIon Damages WQBA Transnlitler 


,An explosion and fire in a WQBA 
radio condenser caused extensive 
damage to a transmitter and build
ing in South Dade Friday and 
knocked out the station's AM 
broadcasting . 

AM programming is not expected 
, to resume until about 6:30 p.m. 

today , said station manager Julio 
Rumbaut. 

Rambaut said station technicians 

blame the explosion at the transmit
ter, 6352 Snapper Creek Canal Dr., 
on a mechanical failure. An emer
gency transmitter is being brought 
in from the Fort Lauderdale area 
until repairs are made, he said. 

WQBA radio 's AM station broad
casts from 1110 on the dial. Rum
baut said FM broad cas ting was not 
affected. 
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Rlfl1gee issue goes to court 

Supreme Court stalls plan aimed at Puerto Rico 


Combined MiAmi News Services. 

It will be at least a week before any Cuban 
and Haitian refugees can be sent to Puerto Rico 
from the U.S. mainland now that a U.S. Supreme 
Court justice has blocked the move planned by 
the federal government. . 

. Justice William J. Brennan Jr., who put off 
the transfer plan, referred the issue to the full 
court, which probably will take it up at a 
closed-door conference Friday. I 

Federal officials said they would wait for the 
full court's ruling on sending refugees to Puerto 
Rico before considering any change in their 
plans. 

The Carter administration decided last month 
to send some of the refugees to Fort Allen near 
the Puerto Rican town of Juana Diaz. The fort is 
being modified to house as mal!y as 5,000 per
sons, . 

Puerto Ricans fighting the refugee transfer 
say they are the victims of presidential politics. 
They said that since Puerto Ricans do not vote in 
presidential elections, sending th,e refugees there 

offered the administration "a ready-made solu
tion to the political pressures created by the op
eration of the camps in other places." 

Residents who live just outside the fort con
tend that the influx of Cubans and Haitians will 
threaten public health and order. 

In Miami, officials of the State Department's 
Cuban-Haitian Refugee Task Force yesterday 
consolidated two camps on Krome Avenue in 
west Dade County into one as a step in the plan 
tEl shift the refugees to Puerto Rico. 

But in light of Brennan 's ruling, the State De
partment canceled the first flights that had been 
was set for early next week. 

Spokesman Maria Linares said that sanita
tion and other facilities were being improved at 
the remaining camp. Three hangars at the camp, 
formerly used for Nike missles, are being "win
terized," she said. 

The plan, Linar:es said, is to use the camp as a 
"turnaround point" where arriving refugees can 
go through health and immigration screenings, 
rer.eive meals and showers, get a chance to sleep, 
and then be shipped on to Puerto Rico . 

"We don't anticipate sending many to Puerto 
Rico," Linares said. "Intensive efforts by this of
fice and the Community Action Agency have 
been successful in resettling all of the Cubans we 
had here." 

But Haitian refugees, she said, are arriving in 
Florida faster than they can be processed. 

"We have been getting two to three hundred 
Haitians a day this week," Linares said, adding 
that 610 refuge~s were at the camp yesterday. 

She said the newest refugees are from the 
Bahamas, where an estimated 25,000 Haitians 
have settled in recent years. There are as many 
as 40,000 Haitians in the United States. 

Bahamian government spokesman Bill Kalis 
said in Nassau that the Ministry of Home Affairs 
announced this week "a 12-week amnesty peri
od for illegal immigrants to come forward and 
agre~ to be repatriated." 

Otherwise, Kalis said, the illegal aliens face 
prosecution. 



Crew) TackIe~ rJVouid-Be HiJeacker 
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By JOAN FLEISCHMAN 
Hor~ld StAtf Writ.. 

A Cuban refugee's attempt to hi
jack a Continental jetliner to Cuba 
was thwarted Saturday when crew 
members tackled the man and 
wrestled him to the floor shortly 
after the plane left Miami, FBI 
agents said . . 

It was the first hijacking attempt 
since Cuban authorities began re
turning hijackers to the United 
States tor prosecution, a Federal 
Aviation Administration official 
said . 

The refugee, who aliegedly 
threatened to set the plane on fire if 
he wasn't Hown to Cuba. was iden

tWed as Rafael A. Castanedo Reyes, 
26. He was charged with attempted 
air piracy. 

Continental Flight 67, whose 125 
passengers and crew of seven were 
bound for San Antonio, Tex., reo 
turned to Miami International Air
port about 20 minutes after its 1:30 
p.m. departure, said FBI ~pokesman 
Welton Merry. 

THE 727 JET was 50.miles north· 
west of Miami when Castanedo 
threatened in Spanish to set a Iight
er to a bundle of newspapers if he 
weren't flown to Cuba, Merry said . 

The captain. a steward and a 
third crewman jumped Castanedo 
and wrestled him to the floor. 

Merry said. An Immigration and 
Naturalization Service agent who 
happened to be aboard also helped 
subdue him. a Continental spokes
man said. 

Castanedo was not armed, nor 
was he carrying any flammable Iiq
uid, Merry said. 

Castanedo. who arrived in the 
United States in May on the Mariel 
boatlift, was resettled in the San 
Antonio area after he was pro· 
cessed at Fort Chaffee, Ark. "He 
came back to Miami seeking work, 
but was unable to find work so he 
was going back to San Antonio," 
said Merry . 

SATURDAY'S hijack attempt 

was the first by a Cuban refugee 
since Sept. 17, when two men who 
had hijacked a Delta jet to Havana 
were returned to the United States. 

ijefore Cuba instituted the policy 
of returning skyjackers, there were 
10 hijackings and several attempts 
by disgruntled, homesick Cuban 
refugees. 

"It's kind of futile to hijack a 
plane to Cuba," said Jack Barker, 
an FAA spokesman. "He would 
have been returned to face hijack
ing charges, and if convicted, it's 20 
years to life." 

The Continental jet took off again 
for San Antonio after a two-hour 
delay, Barker said. 

Cuha'~. ~Jiso~rs to Land 

LL/till0~ 5/1At~amlalll1 onday, 1:45 
. ;<b ,..eel'tJ 

The State Department will send a chartered airplane to Havana Mon. 
day to pick up American prisoners pardoned by Cuban President Fidel Cas
trql 

" An Air Florida Boeing 737 is schedule(! to arrive at Jose Marti Airport 
in tlavana at noon. It is expected to land at Miami's Tamiami Airport with 
30'American prisoners aboard at 1 :45 p.m. 

, CIl;$~ro · pardoned 33 Americans held on a variet~ of char&e/i on Oct. 
13. All but three indicated a desire to return to the United States, accord-
i~ to,$tate Department spokesman Anita Stockman. .' , 

"lWoof the three who she sald presumably would stay in Cuba are 
wanted in the United States on plane· hijacking charges. The third is ac
c.aed of parole violation. ' , . '. . . 

Four of the returning 30, who will be escorted to the United Stjltes by 
nine U.S. marshals. will face hijackIng charges. ' 

The Americans will remain in prison until the plane arrives. said 
Wayne Smith of the U.S. Interest Section in Havana . "They have to have a 
place ~ stay until they are released," Smith said . 
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t:ivic Machine 

Is Sputtering 

On Bilingualism 
By FREDRIC TASKER 

H.rald StaH Writer 

The well-oiled civic machine that 
saved rapid transit, that smote 
down Harry Wilson and his tax-cut
ters, that killed casino gambling for 
at least a decade, is sputtering in its 
fight against anti-bilingualism. 

The Greater Miami Chamber of 
Commerce, usually the political ar
biter of Dade County, is finding its 
members too drained by the presi
dential race and other races to react 
with their usual vigor. 

Latin civic leaders are organizing 
vigorously but with a tinge of bit
terness. They are campaigning 
more because they think it's right 
than because they expect to win 
against the anti-bilingualism pro
posal on the November ballot. 

Black groups, who might be ex
pected to feel kinship with another 
minority, are opposing the ordi
nance only hesitantly. 

Annie Ackerman, the hearty. 
pant-suited civic leader who usually 
wields the Northeast Dade condo 
vote like a club, is sitting this one 
out, even though she personally op
poses the or-dinance. 

The League of Women Voters 
hardly has been a reticent group in 
voicing its opinions in past elec
tions. Yet this time it is saying that, 
while it opposes this particular pro
posal, its stand "should not be inter
preted as a position favoring or op
posing official bilingualism." 

County political leaders - the 
mayor, the county manager, the 
county commissioners - are less 
active than usual, even in the face 
of a ballot proposal that goes direct
ly against the grain of official coun
ty policy enacted by that same com
mission. 

And Emmy Shafer, with a cam
palgn staff made up mostly of 

t'roposed Ordinance 
On Bilingualism 

The expenditure of county 
funds for the purpose of utilizing 
any language other than English, 
or promoting any culture other 
than that of the United States. is 
prohibited. All county governmen
tal meetings. hearings and publi
cations shall be in the English lan
guage. 

The provisions of this ordi
nance shall not apply where a 
translation is mandated by state 
01 federal law. 

If a section. subsection, sen
tence; cla1,!se. phrase, words or 
provisions - of this ordinance IS 

held invalid or unconstitutional, 
the remainder of this ordinance 
shall not be affected by said hold
ing. 

It is the intention of the people 
of Dade County. Florida, that the 
provisions of this ordinance shall 

- become a part of the code of 
metropolitan Dade County, Flori
da, 

This ordinance shall take eHect 
- on the day after election approv

ing this ordinance. 

ft0usewife volunteers and a grass
roots following whose average can
~ibution is a tiny $8.04, serenely 
awaits her coming victory. 

USUALLY BY this time, with the 
~Iection only nine days away, the 
machine is -humming - speakers 
stumping Kiwanis luncheons, news
papers bristling with ads, billboards 

. blaring, paid political public rela
tions firms busily plotting further 
~trategy.

Not this time. Not yet anyway. ' 
Usually it's led by the activist 

,chamber~ " 

; It Is this time, too, to a great ex 
tent. But not as actively as usual. 

"There have been so many othe 
elections," sighed Ray Goode, for 
mer chamber president. 
. "The chamber was very involve< 
m Gov. Graham's 'Five for Florida:~ 
Future' [state constitutional amend, 
ment campaign] in the Oct. 7 prima. 
ry and in local elections," he said. 

As a reSUlt, "The current efforl 
hasn't been under way as long as 
some." 

SO FAR the chamber has raised 
only $35,000 of its goal of $75 000 . 

."It's .not easy to raise m~ney,"
said Richard Pettigrew, fortner 
Florida state senator and nominal 
chairman of Together for Dade's 
Future, which opposes the anti-bi
lingualism ordinance. "So many 
people are strapped by fundraising 
for the presidential race, the anti
smoking ordinance, the Senate. It 's 
been avery tough year." 

"We've had to pare back our 
original budget," he said. Original
ly, they'd planned a media blitz cen
tered on the theme "Another Bad 
taw" that would be run on TV 
radio and-in the newspapers. ' 
. Now, unless they can raise more 
than the expected $75,000, ' they'll 
have to give up the radio advertis
~n..a. Pettigrew said. 

~ And the -ads will be put together 

)'Y'- an .advertising agency, without 

the. ~uldance ?f the ~trategy-setting 

political publIc relations firms that 

"'the businessmen have used in most 
past campaigns. 

There just wasn't time to hire a 
PR firm, chamber members say pri
vately. 

"You also have to realize," Goode ' 
added, "that this issue isn't going to : 
cause hoards of people to give as ' 
large amounts- of money as what ' 

-might be seen with more bread. 
and-butter issues like rapid transit." 
~oode speculated, too, that many 

busmessmen share hi'1 attitude that 
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the anti-bilingualism ordinance is 
harmful in a social sense but largely 
irrelevant in a practical sense. 

"I'M INCLINED to think that 
several months hence we will not 
know the difference whether it 
passes or doesn't pass in terms of 
how bilingual Dade County will 
be," he said. 

And although Dade County be
came officially bilingual by resolu
tion of the Metro Commission in 
1973, few county officials are going 
out of their way to campaign 
against the proposal that flies in the 
face of that official position. 

"This is a very emotional issue," 
said Commissioner Beverly Phillips. 
"I think a lot of [political leaders) 
think people have made up their 
minds and are not going to listen to 
reason." 

"Wherever I've been asked, I've 
gone out and spoken and made it 
very clear how I feel," said County 
Manager Merrett Stierheim. "I 
think it's an extremely divisive or
dinance," he said, "nothing more 
than a slap in the face to the His
panic community. But I haven't 
really been asked very much." 

That's probably because so many 
groups have already made up their 
minds, Phillips speculated. 

The biggest part of the Latin 
civic leaders' campaign against the 
anti-bilingualism ordinance is led 
by SALAD, the Spanish-American 
League Against Discrimination. 

"We'll do the Spanish-language 
campaign," said SALAD president 
Eduardo Padron. "We have ways to 
reach the Latin community that the 
other groups don't have," he said. 

SALAD's work will stress three 
areas: organizing other Hispanic 
groups as allies in the campaign; 
using talk shows, community meet- ' 
ings and newspaper ads to try to 
explain the issue to the Latln com
munity; and using phone banks and 
rides to the polls to get out the His
panic vote. 

BUT EVEN in this highly moti
vated group, there is a grimness to 
the campaign. 

"I have to be optimistic," Padron 
said. "I have confidence in the peo
ple of Miami. ' 

"I don't care if it is a lost battle," 
he said. "We have an obligation to 
go and stand where we believe." 

Among black groups, the NAACP 
called on its 1,500 Dade members to 
reject the anti-bilingualism ordi
nance, but only after vigorous d'e
bate that left some members still 
abstainilig. 

"We're polarized," said T, Wil
lard Fair, president of the Urban 
League. "We cannot allow our en
ergy, and emotions to be di verted. I 
can't get worked up about the Lat

ins' problems until ,they start wor
rying about racism." 

And what about Annie Acker
man; the political organizer who · 
routinely turns out 80 per cent or 
90 per cent of the vote in scores of 
Northeast Dade condominiums to 
back the issues she favors? 

"Getting into an ordinance that's 
so misunderstood is something I'm 
not going to get involved in," she 
said. 

She doesn't like the- ordinance, 
but she thinks it will win. "I don't 
think it should," she says, "but I 
think it will." 

IS IT because she's afraid active 
opposition to the anti-bilingual ordi
nance might alienate the voters 
she's trying to woo for President 
Carter, for U,S. senatorial candidate 
Bill Gunter, for congressional candi
date William Lehman? 

"Exactly," she says. 
In fact, she says, most of the 

Miami Beach Jewish leaders who 
usually support what might be per· 
ceived as minority causes are sitting 
this one out. Some may. even be vot
ing for the proposed ordinance. 

"Many of these people are sec
ond-generation immigrants," she 
said, "and they remember that their 
parents tried like the deuce to learn 
English. As a result there's a good 
deal of frustration and resentment. 
and I think the ordinance will pass 
because of it. I don't think it should, 
but I think it will." 

Oblivious to all the turmoil of the 
other side, Emmy Shafer speaks 
softly and calmly about how easy it 
all was, getting thiS campaign to
gether. 

"IT WENT like a fire," she said. 
"I got the [Metro Commission I ap
proval of the petition and it was in 
,the newspapers. People started call
jng me and saying, 'May I have a 
petition?' 

"It was like I was giving gold 
away," she said. "I got mail by the 
bushels. Businesses asked for hun
dreds of petitions. 

"And each letter had. a contribu
tion." 

Not a big contribution. usually~ 
The first 1,165 contributions totaled 
$9.367.15, an average of $8.04 
apiece. 

How will she spend her money? 
She's buying ads on Thursday and 
Sunday in all seven Miami Herald 
Neighbors sections, saying: "STOP 
wasting our TAX DOLLARS to 
Promote BI-Lingualism. ONE LAN
GUAGE, ONE COMMUNITY." 

She may buy two billboards. 
She's having some bumper stickers 
printed that say, "In America, Eng
lish Fi rst. " 

That's all' she carr afford . "We 
didn't have that much," she said. 
"We' didn't want to ask people for 
more." 

Despite her low-budget, amateur. 
campaign, Emmy Shafer has no I 

doubt she will win. 
Neither do a lot of her opponents . . 
"I don't think we have anyfeel

ing of overconfidence of being able 
to win," GoOde said. 
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Ml!0W d'}/~L!lilinguatCrusade, Begqll ,

~~IMER brace it as a cure for everything 

Herald 511" Wrlt.r they think has gone wrong lately in 
Each time Emmy Shafer went Dade. 

shopping at Dadeland Mall, she got She is, in many ways, the perfect 
more exasperated. The problem, she choice to lead the flag-wavjng 
says, was Cubans: "They just masses. Emmy Shafer - born AI
walked up to me and automatically exandria Emmy Wiendmull~r 45 
started speaking Spanish. They just years ago in the Russian town of 
assumed 1 knew Spanish." Rostov - is the ultimate immi-

Shafer speaks six languages flu- grant. . 
ently. Spanish is not one of them. Six months after she arrived in 

And the Cubans weren't speaking the United States, she kneW the lan
softly either, she says. "Why Is it guage. Another year, aQd she was 
when two Spani~h-speaking people ready to become a U.S. citizen, an 
get together you can hear them event of such wonder to Shafer tpat 
from two blocks away?" she paSsed ollt, mid-Pledge of Alle-

So began her anti-bilingualism giance. . 
crusade - the biggest, most contro- It makes her angry that many of 
versial grass-roots movement that the new immigrants don't share her 
Dade County has seen since a one- enthusiasm for everything Ameri
time pet-supplies salesman named can. There is, for example, the 
Harry Wilson peddled his botched Cuban hostess at the Coral Gables 
tax-cut petition two years ago. restaurant where she worked part-

A week from Tuesday voters will time last winter. 
decide on Shafer's referendum I to "She always took the Spanish
limit the county's use of Spanish. speaking people before the Ameri - MARY LOO FOY I M~ ....rald St..... 
No one is sure yet what effect - if can-speaking ones. She'd been here 
much at all - a Shafer victory . ' . . .ElIHU) Shafer Has StirJ'ed Up Dade's EnH)I'ioos 
would have. But her legions em- Turn to Page 14A <::~I. 1 ~ :~••• oppone~t of bilin.S~sm. sleep~ lVitil u ,:J,8 

. " . ' . 
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:Emmy Shafer Sa)'s She }'eeds the Ducks Regularly at fuchs Park in South Miami 
.•. she used to put on a red dress and dance the kora to raise mone)" for Friends of Ani{Jlais 

Whr, a Multilin!!ual Immigrant 
. t\'t L4j ~{j)I!FJ} /tIll ;z~~tO 

Crusades Against Use of Spanish 
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20 years, and her English was very 
bad." 

All year, Shafer has listened to 
her friends. They complained they 
couldn't get jobs if they didn't 
speak Spanish. They blamed Cuban 
refugees for such big problems as 
soaring crime and such irritants as 
the sound of too many horns honk
ing on the highways. 

She herself fumed that her tax 
dollars were spent on such extrava
ganzas as Hispanic Heritage Week. 
Nothing good was' happening in 
Dade County, her home of 13 years. 

In mid-July, she woh permission 
from the Metro Commission to peti
tion voters to put her anti.bilingual- I 

ism proposal on the November bal
lot. By the end of August, she had 
44,166 signatures, more than twice 
the number needed. The signatures 
kept coming; she claims more than 
137,000 now. 

Contributions came from as far 
away as Chicago, reporters from 
Sweden, death threats from Omega 
7 - a terrorist group based some
where in Union City, N.J. 

Shafer changed her Coral Gables 
phone number four times because 
of the ·:.alls. "One woman called me 
'an American bitch.' I said, 'You"re 
not going to stop me. When I start 
something, I finish it.' " 

;~ AT HER command are three 
bodyguards: a Metro bus driver, a 

, car mechanic and an assistant store 

- MAR', LOU FOY I Miami Herald Sialf 

Anti.BilingualislH Leader Speaks Six Language:, 
••• she plans to learll Spanish, too 

manager. They carry tear gas , Shaf
er goes to sleep at night with a .38 
in her bed. 

"I couldn't kill anybody, but I 
could shoot 'em in the leg," she 
says. ~ 

Her crusade cry, delivered in her 
soft voice and distinctive accent on 
talk shows and at community meet
ings: "I don't feel like I'm in Ameri
ca anymore. 1 don't feel like I'm in 
Miami anymore. No matter where 
you go, you hear Spanish. This is 
not Cuba, and we're not going to 
put up with it anymore. I want to 
live in America again." 

The people go wild. Every televi
sion camera and tape recorder in 
the place is turned toward the 
woman who looks, with her exoti
cally high cheekbones and eyelin
er-framed green eyes, more like a 
beauty queen from the '50s than a 
political activist. 

SHAFER'S CAUSE always was 
animals. At Christmastime, she 
used to put on a red dress and dance 
the hora to raise money for Friends 
of Animals. 

Her political experience was lim
ited to one anti-rape march down 
Flagler Street and some campaign
ing - in red hot pants and red, 
knee-high leather boots, along 
South Dixie Highway"":" for a Civil 
Court judicial candidate. 

But Coral Gables feminist Roxcy 
Bolton, who led the anti-rape march 
and who admires Shafer. says: "It 
would be easy to underestimate 
E.mITlY SJ:ll~f~r. a~!hat ~0!lLd ~~ 
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grave mistake." . 
The anti-bilingualism crusade IS 

not the first test of Emmy Shafer's 
strength. She survived 18 months in 
Dachau, the German concentration 
camp. She has good reason to love 
Americans: they liberated Dachau. 
Shafer was 10 years old at the time, 
weighed less than 50 pounds and 
had never recovered from a rup
tured appendix. To this day, she is a 
vegetarian so desperately afraid of 
starving that she carries food in her 
purse wherever she goes. 

She arrived in America on a boat 
from 'Germany 26 years ago, com
pletely ' alone, speaking Russian, 
Polish, German,Czechoslovakian 
and Yiddish - but not a word of 
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English. Left behind was her fami
ly, dead, dying or disappeared dur
ing World War II. She got to PItts
burgh, where her sponsor lived, on 
a Thursday. She had a job, $11 a 
week a~ a drugstore soda fountain, 
by Monday. 

She studied English with zeal. 
She won first prize in a Dale Carne
gie course for her speech on Da
chau . . 

SHE LAUGHS now at her mis
takes: 

To a shoe salesman, "I want the 
shoes in the window." 

"Which ones?" 
"The white pimps." 
She sold jewelry, modeled, taught 

dancing. Having mastered the 
words, she attacked the accent. She 
signed up for an announcing course 
at a local school of radio and televi
sion. The instructor was Tom Shaf
er, an American with a golden 
voice. 

"The way he spoke - I was 
hanging on every word." 

He noticed, as everyone does, her 
skin. "She has a great complexion. 
It has no flaws)' 

She couldn't get rid of her accent, 
but in 1962 she married her teacher. 
Five years later, they moved to 
South Florida, a place that enchant
ed Emmy Shafer in the late '50s, 
whenl she came here to recover 
from one. of many. operations she 
has had over the years as a result of 
Dachau. 

TOM SHAFER became a radio re
porter. His wife found many jobs 
and, according to her ex-huband, 
excelled at all. She starred in sales 
for Koscot Interplanetary Cosmetic, 
a loser product peddled by flamboy
ant supersalesman Glenn Turner. 
She managed the Barbizon Model
ing School for a year. She did some 
modeling herself, including a 
cheesecake pose in a long black wig 
and bathing suit, for Miami Beach. 
She served as hostess ' at restau
rants. 

All the time, she was, her hus
band remembers, the perfect home
maker. "I used to call her the Prus.. 
sian general. She called the troops 
to order ," says Tom Sliafer. 

They were divorced eigh"1'ears 

ago. They remain friends. "I feed 
his cats when he's away, and he 
feeds mine," Emmy Shafer says. 

The newly appointed news direc
tor at WNWS, Tom Shafer scrupu
lously has avoided his former wife's 
story. That she became a leader in 
the anti-bilingualism movement 
surprised him. 

"She always surprises me," he 
says. "She's a little bewildered that 
it's stirred up such a fuss." 

IT WAS ON radio station WNWS 
that a 64-year-Old, 224-pound North 
Miami accountant named Marion 
Plunske first heard Emmy Shafer. 
Plunske specializes in telegrams, 
letters and phone calls to politi
cians, particularly presidents. 

One of her best telegrams was in
spired by Richard Nixon's firing of 
Watergate prosecutor Archibald 
Cox: "King Richard I, Washington, 
D.C.: Abdicate!" 

At 8 p.m. on July 8, she turned 
the radio dial WNWS and got 
ready, as she did five nights a week, 
for four hours of Neal Rogers, the 
talk show host who rabble-roused 
all spring against the Mariel-Key 
West boaUift. 

Plunske had never heard of 
Emmy Shafer. But that night Shafer 
called Neal Rogers' talk show and 
gave her anti-bilingualism spiel. 
Plunske was hooked. "I said: 'That's I 
for me.' .. 

SHE TELEPHONED the radio sta
tion and left a message for Shafer. I 
The next day, Shafer called I 
Plunske. "I told her: 'I can't get 
around much because of my bad 
leg. But my brain and my office are 
at your command! .. Shafer accept
ed. Citizens of Dade United was 
born. 

Plunske is not entirely a political 
novice. She dabbled last spring in 
the disorganized "Recall [Miami 
Mayor Maurice) Ferre" movement. 
The way things were going, she 
was certain South Florida, her 
home for 31 years, was going down 
the tubes. 

Somehow a lot of it seemed con- . 
nected to the Mariel-Key West 
boaUift and all the refugees. 
Plunske's phone bill, with calls to 
President Carter and other politi

>~ • 
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ci~ns, was $140 during May, the 
heIght of the boatlift. 

"I'VE NEVER been to SW Eighth 
Street; and I don't want togo. I 
haven t been to Flagler Street In 10 
years," she ' says. "I had to take 
three years of Spanish in" high 
school, but you'll never catch me 
speak a word of it." 

Marion Plunske and Emmy Shaf
er, an unlikely alliance: a RUSSian
born former model who loves to ·get 
dressed up and go dancing; and the 
daughter of a New York City cab 
driver, whose idea of a good time is 
to invite her 14-year-old nephew 
over for a night of watching the 
Dolphins on TV. ' 

But it worked like magic .. 
The third friday in July, two 

days after the Metro Commission 
approved Shafer's petition the 
printer delivered the first 5 000 of 
15:~00 petitions to Plunske's ~fflce. 

I called Neal [Rogers], said I had 
the petitions and gave my phone 
number and address. I got 67 calls 
between 9 p.m. and 1 a.m, when I 
took the phone off the hook. On 
Saturday, I got 296 calls. On Sun
day, I got over 300. I COUldn't even 
go to the bathroom." 

THE SELF-ADDRESSED enve
lopes began a~~iving, in huge piles, 
by Monday. The mailman said 
'What are you up to?' " ' 

. Housewives from Homestead to 
Opa-Iocka called and offered to 
help. They circulated the petition at 
condominiums and shopping cen
ters, around the swimming pool at 
country clubs, under the hair drier 
at beauty parlors. 

Plunske stayed at the office/. 
watching soap operas on color TV 
answering the phones and the maii 
an~, ,:"hen necessary, throwing the 
umnvlted opposition and the press 
off her property. ' 

Two days before her 64th birth
day, she found Sheba, her German 
sheph~r~, dead on her doorstep. She 
commIssIoned an autopsy. Cause of 
death: POisoning by amphetamines. 

Plunske: . heartbroken, suspects 
the opposItIon. For protection, she 
has two Shih Tzus plus an intercom 

hooked up to her sister's apartment 
next door. But she isn't for nothing 
the daughter of a New York cab 
driver. "One woman called and 
said, 'What you need is a good 
Cuban man.' I told her it was too 
bad there aren't any.' " 

SAYS SHAFER, "You can only 
take so much. Americans are so 
soft, so good, so big-hearted. They 
are such suckers for the human 
race. But, when you push them far 
enough, they're tough as hell. And 
I'm one of them." 

The opposition cries out at meet
ings, over the radio: "You're anti
Cuban." 

"I have Cuban friends. My neigh
bors are Cuban," Shafer answers. 
She won't name her Cuban friends 
- "They're afraid now over all of 
this" - but she carries with her a 
color snapshot of one' of them, 
Maria. 

One of Shafer's supporters, a 
Latin-affairs professor named Sey
mour Liebman, went even further 
when challenged at a Tiger Bay 
Club meeting last week: "Some of 
my best friends are Cuban." 

The anti-bilingualism referen
dum, poll-takers say, is expected to 
win by a landslide. 

Plunske already is thinking of 
their next campaign. "I want 
Emmy to run for county commis
sion." 

Shafer, too, is looking beyond the 
November e1l!ction. She says she 
will learn her seventh language' 
Spanish~

"r want to reach people. I just 
want everyone to be happy... · 



wlfat~~e'i Fitfel ctsfrff Really Want? 

By WILLIAM K. LONG 

Managln, Eclilor of EI Miami Herald 

SEN. LOWELL WEICKER. JR., 
(R., Conn.) has returned from a 
visit to Cuba with the old news 

that President Fidel Castro wants 
normal relations with the United 
States. 

"I feel that he would like to see a 
new arrangement," Weicker said 
Oct. 18 after spending more than 11 
hours skindiving. lunching, and 

chatting with Cas
tro. 

So what's new? 
As long ago as 

-July 1974. tht' 
identical message 
was brought back 
from the island by 
Pat M. Holt, chief 
of staff of the Sen· 
ate Foreign Rela
tions Committee. Long 

After Jimmy 
Carter became President. Castro de
livered the message personally. In a 
CBS television interview, he said 
Carter was a man of moral stan· 
dards who could be helpful in 
bringing an end to years of Cuban· 
American hostility. 

Castro's conciliatory words have 
been matched by conciliatory ges
tures. In early 1977. Cuba released 
a group of American political pris
oners that included Frank Emmich. 
who had been accused of heading 
the CIA in Havana in 1960-61. In 
the past month, Cuba has halted the 
exodus of Cuban refugees to South 
Florida. returned airplane hijackers 
to the United States for trial, and 
announced the pardon of 33 Ameri
cans in Cuban jails. 

Senator Weicker said the pardon 
was "part of a general trend of 
clearing the deck of small matters" 
in U.S.-Cuban relations. The pattern 
has recurred since the early 1970s. 
but in the same period Castro has 
raised too many big waves for 
smooth sailing with the United 
States. 

He has sent 40.000 troops to fight 
for the Marxist cause· in Africa. re
fusing to bring them back. He has 
persistently given advice and pro
pagandistic support to the small, 
leftist independence movement in 
PlIprto Rico. III' has trainpd 2uerril

las. supplied SOme arms and money. 
and provided fuB moral support for 
Marxist revolutionaries in Central 
America. And he has gone out of his 
way to promote and support leftists 
in the English-speaking Caribbean. 

While he is exporting revolution 
and slandering the United States, 
Castro wants Washington to lift the 
U.S. trade embargo against Cuba, 
give up the naval base at Guantana
mo Bay, stop reconnaisance flights 
over Cuban territory, and perhaps 
restore full diplomatic relations 
with Havana. 

As token concessions, he stops an 
exodus he started and turns over a 
few prisoners. 

It has been said that a more-im
mediate goal of Castro's recent con
ciliatory gestures is to help Presi· 
dent Carter in his election campaign 
against Ronald Reagan. who has in
dicated that he would deal more se
verely with the Cuban regime. 

Deeper analysis, however, makes 
it clear that Castro's most immedi
ate goal is to keep Cuba from be
coming an issue in the U.S. cam
paign. If it does become an issue, 
the Cuban leader probably fears, 
Carter and Reagan could become 
en2a2ed in a macho contest of who 

will be firmer with Castro. ThE' 
likely result would be a tougher 
U.S. policy no matter Who is elect
ed. 

Beyond the elections, Castro's 
prime goal undoubtedly is an end to 
the trade embargo. He will continue 
trying to muster American and 
international support for his posi
tion. 

Because of worsening economic 
conditions in Cuba, it has been as
sumed widely that Castro wants 
trade with the Yankees to relieve 
Cuban shortages and to earn U.S. 
dollars. Deeper analysiS again indi
cates, however, that Cuba may 
have little to gain economically 
from an end to the embargo. The 
products Cuba wants to export, 
sugar and citrus, would meet stiff 
resistance from U.S. producers and 
their lobbyiSts. And Cuba is so 
deeply in debt that it would be 
hard-pressed for funds to buy U.S. 
goods. 

The main benefit to Castro from 
the embargo's end would be the 
international respectability it would 
bestow on his regime. American of
ficials know that by ending the em
bargo, they would be telling the 
world. "Castro is OK." Castro 

knows this, too. 
The United States has nothing to 

lose by discussing the embargo 
with Cuba. but Washington is cor
rect to insist that discussions in
clude other matters of U.s. concern. 
To lift the embargo without a previ
ous· moderation of Cuban foreign 
policy would be to give that policy. 
the U.S. stamp of approval. It is 
foolish, in light of experience, to be- . 
lieve that Castro will reciprocate by 
meekly pulling in his horns of anti- . 
imperialism and international' 
Marxist solidarity. 

During the Mariel boaUift, when 
the United States asked to talk with 
Cuban authorities about stopping 
the exodus, Cuba said the talks also 
must include the issues of Guanta
namo, overflights, and the embargo. 
The United States said fine, if we 
also talk about Cuban involvement 
in Africa, Central America, and the 
Caribbean. . 

Cuba refused. 
Thus it has become obvious once 

again: Though Castro may want 
normal relations with the United 
States, as Senator Weicker says, he 
doesn't want them badly enough to 
make them worthwhile for the Un
tied States. 



By DABNEY G. PARK Jr. 
Recently I had my first direct, 

face-to-face encounter with the 
new wave of Cuban refugees. I 
have lived in and loved Miami for 
el,ht years. My father worked for 
an oil company, and I grew up in 
Colombia and Venezuela. So the 
Qultural and ethnic diversity of 
Miami Is a natural thing for me. I 
feel comfortable here. 

But, with my fa/1111y, I recently 
boarded an Air Flc;>rida flight. in 
Houston bound for MiamI. There 
were 30-odd young, male, recent 
Cuban refugees aboard. Tension 
hung like thick smoke in the air. 
The flight attendants were check
In, all carry-on articles smaller 
than a pack of cigarets. One of the 
stewardesses mentioned that the 
flight had originated in Arkansas. 

Long ago I absorbed the wisdom 
of Falstaff's pronouncement that 
discretion is the better part of valor. 
I summoned up the courage to be a 
coward, feigned illness and got my 
family off the plane. It cost me a 
cab ride from Hobby Airport to 
Houston Intercontinental, plus a 
few dollars for the extra cost of a 
ticket on another airline, but it 
bought us peace of mind. 

WHEN WE arrived in Miami, our 
lUi gage was waiting for us, a sign 
that the Air Florida flight had not 
detoured through Havana. A few 
shaving articles had been lifted 
from my suitcase, but, what the 
hell, we were all in Miami more or 
less in one piece. 

Naturally, I feel a bit silly about 
all of this. There were no guaran
tees that the other airline wouldn't 
be hijacked, and what led me to 
worry about the Air Florida flight 
was that mean old thing called prej
udice. Had we come on that flight, I 
would still have my shaving equip
ment, $50 and a couple of extra 
hours left in the day. 

As I ponder my own silliness, my 
thoughts have turned to the silliness 
of the government policy that es
tablished the opportunity for this 
small event in my life. What haunts 
me most about the day is the look 
on the faces of those Cuban men. It 
reminded me of the way animals 
look just when they discover they 
have been trapped. 

Their extreme youth also trou
bles me. I had the opportunity to 
work on a religiOUS program in a 
federal penitentiary a year or so 
ago, and I remember thinking, al
most tl!arfully, as I first saw the 
40-odd inmates we would be work
Ing with. "My God, they're so 
youngl" Deja vu. 

NOW, sorting out the pieces of 
this event and its association with 
other events and with what I have 
read in the papers and seen on TV 

{iWJ Nvv flritJ8'd S-e 

I retain enormous 
respect· for anyone 
who, with some sense 
of the long struggle 
ahead, chooses to 
flee the religious and 
intellectual 
persecution of their 
homeland and to 
seek a new life in 
the United States. 
But there is also no 
doubt that many of 
the new wave of 
Cuban refugees 
made an impetuous 
choice to come to 
our country and to 
add to our burdens. 
I resent that. 

and talked over with friends about 
the Cuban refugee problem, I real
ize what bothers me most ·about all 
this: it is the fact that our govern
ment policy on refugees has made 
us vulnerable to impulsive decisions 
by people who may not know what 

Dabney G. Park Jr. is program 
director of the Institute for Man
agement Improvement in Coco
nut Grove, where he designs 
management development and 
training programs for nonprofit 
organizations. He wrote this arti
cle for The Herald. 

they want. 
I retain enormous respect for 

anyone who, with some sense of the 
long struggle ahead. chooses to flee 
the religious and intellectual perse
cution of their homeland and to 
seek a new life· in the United States. 
The picture I got of the Cuban refu
gees from my friend, the Rev. Leo 
Frade, one of two Episcopal priests 
from New Orleans indicted for par
ticipating in the flotilla, was .fer
ent. in substantial outline, from the 
one I got from the papers, from TV 
and trom family room conversa
tions. He showed me a people 
yearning desperately to be able to 
think freely, say what they thought 
and worship their God - a peopl~ 

There are those also who 'have 
corne to this country to seek the 
promise of its bounty. This too is a 
valid motive, and it is closely tied to 
religious and political freedom. Our 
immigrants have historically not 
come with the attitude that the 
w.orld owes them a living. They 
have come for the opportunity to 
find work. in a free economy. that 
suits their character and ambition. 
No doubt the Rev. Frade's boat car
ried all kinds across that 90-mile 
stretch. No doubt many of the refu
gees .have had mixed motives f~r 
leaving. No doubt I would apprecI
ate many of their motives. if I had 
the opportunIty to discuss it with 
them. 

But there is .also nodollDt :that 
many of the fleW wave .of .~ban 
refugees made an Impetuous chOice 
to come to our tGQIItry "'n4,~.d 

to our burdens. I resent that. And I 
ruent a ,overnment policy that has 
fallen prey to. If not encouraged, 
that kind of impetuosity. 

NOT ALL of the impulsive deci
sions to leave were made by the 
young males. We are all capable of 
impulsive decisions at any age. But. 
taken as a whole. the large percent
age of young, single males. some of 
whom left their families behind in 
Cuba. confirm the impression that 
many of the new refugees have 
made a hasty. III-consIdered choice 
to emigrate. The hijackings, the un
rest at the refugee camps, the ho
mosexuality and the recently dis
banded city of tents In Miami all 
add to this Impression. 

How do we put a stop to this? 
How do we develop a national poli
cy that encouraBes immiBration for 
the rIght reasons (religiOUS. political 
and economic freedom) and discour
ages immigration for the wrong 
reasons (boredom. escapism. want
ing something for nothing)? 

In all the dialogue of the last few 
months, I have 'encountered one 
good idea: compulsory quasi-mili
tary service for all refugees. a New 
Citizens' Service Corps. All refu
gees could be required to serve the 
country for a period of two years, 
in a WPA-Iike program. The coun
try would benefit from their ef
forts, the prospective refugees 
would consider, perhaps a bit more 
carefully, the price of immigration. 
Welfare costs would be replaced 
with support that would bring 
something back in the labor of the 
new residents. Such a program 
'would provide an o'pportunity not 
yet dreamed of for skill and job 
training, English-language training 
and education in the history and 
culture of the UnIted States. 

The idea is still rough, needing 
the polish of public debate. But It is 
a ,good idea, a chance at least to 
avoid the massive errors of the Flo
tilla of 1980. It offers the hope of 
turning the fear I encountered. on 
that airplane into enthusIasm for @
the work of creating new citizens. 



1 " 

Mariel Backlash May Limit 
• Monday. Oct. 27. 198,0 THE :IAMI HERALD •• ti-( I ~'B 

LatIns' GrowIng Clout 
By GUILLERMO MARTINEZ 


And ALFONSO CHARDY 

Hlrold SteM writ." 

Receptionist Maria Herrera, 20, 
sits at her office desk and answers 
phone calls in English and Spanish 

. with almost equal ease. 
"I was born right here in Miami," 

Herrera said. "I am American but I 
also consider myself Hispanic." 

She is among a growing legion of 
Latin voters who still cannot elect 
one of their own without support of 
non-Latins but who are making 
Dade's Latin community a voting 
block to be reckoned with. 

Yet Herrera is one of 30,000 to 
'35,000 people not even counted by 
elections officials as being among 
Dade's 124,581 Hispanic voters 
17.6 per cent of the 706,927 regis
tered voters in the county. 

Joe Malone, assistant supervisor 
of elections, says a more realistic 
count of the Latin voters would 
show that 155,000 to 160,000 of 
Dade voters are Latin. That would 

, represent about 22.6 per cent. 

THE ELECTIONS Department 
asks voters where they were born, 
not whether they consider them
selves of Hispanic heritage. Census 
enumerators ask the latter question 
and, as a result, estimate the county' 
is 41 per cent Latin. 

Malone says that in 1981' the 
' Elections Department will count 

Latin voters as the Census enumer
ators count Latin residents. 

The matter is very significant to 
politicians, pollsters and election 
analysts. 

Unless they know the exact per~ \ 
centage of any group of voters, polo, 
iticians don 't know how to plan 
their campaigns. Without that in
formation, pollsters and election an-_ 

I h h d ' d" 
a ysts ave a ar er tIme pre IctIng 
how Dade County will vote, and 

h 
w .7yt is important to those who rule , 
Dade County to know where toe ' 
pOlitical power lies," Malone said. 

But as the Latin voting popula- , alyze the impact of the Latin voters 
tion of Dade County continues to I in the presidential election, the vote 

f I' I' h on the anti-bilingualism proposal
grow rom e ectlOn to e ectlOn, te l and on , the chances of Latin candi
existing figures make it hard to I 
judge the precise impact of the I dates to win county, state and Con-
Latin vote in countywide elections. ' gressional campaigns. 

For one thing, the Latin vote will 
be pitted against votes of Dade 

'I am worried. The Cuban 
colony had a good name until 

this [the boa dift] happened.' 

- GOP Chairman ~obert Godoy 

MALONE AND John Lasseville, a I 
Miamian who will be dOing the na- I 
tionwide voter projection and elec

, tion analysis for the Spanish Inter
national Television Network on 
Nov. 4, agree that Latin voting ' 
power in Dade has increased dra
matically in the last four years. 

Even with the numbers provided 
by the Elections Department, the 
growth is evident. 

In the 1976 presidential election 
there were 83,045 Hispanic voters 
registered in Dade County. In 1980 
there are 124,581, a 50-per-cent in
crease. 

In 1976. Latin voters were a rna
' jority in only four of Dade's 465 
precincts, In 1980, 61 precincts 
have a Latin majority. 

"It Is getting to the point that the 
Latins are now becoming the sec
ond most important group of voters 
in Dade County," Malone said. The 
Jewish vote from the northeast 
Dade condominium areas still ranks 
first. 

"A SERIOUS candidate cannot 

ignore the Latins, but Latins still 
cannot run as Latins in a county
wide race and win," Malone added. 

This is important in a year in 
which there has been a strong anti-
Latin reaction because of the Mariel 
boatlift that brought more than 
125,000 Cubans to the United States 
in a six-month period. 

It is important when trying to an

. i , 
Countians who are looking to the 
anti-bilingualism proposal as a way 

" to express their frustration with 
current problems in general and 
with the Mariel boatlift in particu
lar. 

Tania Sante, a 28-year-old Miami 
na~ive. considers herself trendy, 
chIC and liberal. Sitting on a sofa in 
her Coconut Grove boutique Sante 
said she plans to vote for John An-' 
derson, 

so WILL Mike Schooler, 28,
Sante's partner. 

. Despl~ th~fr liberalism, they be
lIeve It IS tIme to draw the line 
somewhere. They draw it at bilin
guaIJsm. • 

On Nov. 4 Sante and Schooler 
plan to vote for the proposal seek
Ing ~o limit the county's use of 
SpanIsh. \ 

That in itself doesn't bother the 
county's six Latin 'candidates on the 
November ballot - Republicans, 
Evello ~strella, a U.S. Congression
al candl,date, a~d Cruz Rodriguez,' 
Raul OlIva, ELlIs Riera Gomez and ' 
~rnesto ~artiIiez, all state legisla
tIve candIdates;, and one Democrat 
School Board candidate Paul Cejas. ' 

But voters such as Sante and 
Schoole~ say th~y will vote against 
a!l~ LatIn candIdate supportive of 
bIJ~ngualism, as most are. At that 
pomt, the Latin candidates begin to' 
worry. 

."1 don't mind living In Miami 
~Ith all the Latins," said Schooler; 

WhatJ bothers me is that they want 
to change our language." . 

SANTE SAYS: "This is America. 
If I were living in Cuba, I would 
have to learn to speak Spanish." 

Because of these views, Dade's 



Latin candidates expect trouble at 
the polls. 

Never has a Latin won a county
wide race in the county; and never 
has a Latin won a U.S. congressIon
al seat. . The Mariel boatlift has 
made it that much harder. 

"I am worried," said Robert 
Godoy, the Cuban-born chairman of 
the Republican Party here. "The 
Cuban colony had a good name 
until this [the boatliftl happened." 

Of the six Latin candidates, most 
political analysts say, School Board 
incumbent Cejas has the best 
chance of becoming the first Latin 
to win a countywide election. 

He is the only Latin I?emocratic 
candidate in a county· in which 
Democrats still outnumber Republi
cans 10-3. And he has the support 
of Gov. Bob Graham, who apPQint
ed him to the seat earlier this year, 
and party leaders. 

CEJAS HAS resisted injecting the 
controversial bilingualism issue into 
his campaign. But as election day 
nears, his Republican opponent, 
Ralph James, a 38-year-old Miami
an, has begun to stress Cejas' Latin 
origin. 

James noted Cejas' membership 
in the Spariish-American League 
Against Discrimination and SAL
AD's unsuc~essful legal effort to 
block the anti-pilingualism propos
al. 

James also said he wants to see 
the anti-bilingualism ordinance pass 
and thinks Cejas will suffer from 
the Mariel backlash at the polls. 

In turn, Cejas, who has denied 
any links to SALAD's legal moves, 
has stressed his background as an 
accountant and played down his 
Latin background. 

"I was born in Cuba but I have 
been here 20 years," Cejas said. 
"Look, I was married to an Ameri
can girl for 10 years, I am divorced 
now, and I have two beautiful chil
dren, both born here. Their main 
language is English . In- fact, they 
don't want to speak Spanish." 

LASSEVILLE SAYS whether a 
Latin candidate wins in November 
is not the only way to measure the 
growth of Latin voting power. 

Latins traditionally go to the 
polls in greater number than blacks 
or non-Hispanic whites. As a result, 
he says, 1980 is likely to be the first 
year in which· the plurality that 
Latin voters give the Republican 
presidential candidate Will be great
er than the plurality that the black 
voters traditionally give the Demo
cratic presidential candidates. 

In 1976 blacks gave President 
Carter a plurality of almost 70,000 
votes; while Latins gave former 
President Gerald Ford only a plural
ity of about 17,000 votes. 

Lasseville says the Latins are 
likely to be a much stronger force 
in 1980. 

BUT THE increased power of the 
Latin vote is no consolation to Latin 
candidates if they cannot get elect
ed to office. . 

Eduardo Padron, president of 
SALAD, says that the anti-bilin
gualism drive and the inability of 
Latins to get elected to countywide 
office is angering the Cuban voters 
who made up about 80 per cent of 
the Latin voters in·the county. 

"For the first time [Cubans] are 
starting to hate back," Padron said. 
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"The w~ole thing throughout all of this is that I feel so helpless. If it was 
somethIng I could' deal with here in the United States, it would be different 
But when it c~lnes t9 Cuba, what can I do?' 

11 ~~ (f:) I<J.fI /If f{ 7 ra::-dtl ,: ' ' -TY7 d'U ~ ·,· (j,,::: S ' w on .C b on 
By ROBERl' RIVAS Ramar; ~ Wiilowy brunette who learned 

H~ra'd,~." W.iler . that '. her . tian£e, . Bill Nelson; will return 

KEY: WEST - A little trailer can seem from Combinadt> Del ' Este prison this after


like a jail when two women who live there noon .. "Waiting' is the Worst ' thing for me . 

are waiting- for their lovers to return from Not knowing. Waiting for an answer. 1 

a Cuban ' prison _.one woman· stays by the can't handle that." , 

phone aLall times,waiting. for word _ 
 -The State Department says Nelson a~d 

Word finally. came on Friday. some 30 ' other Americans in Combinado 
" I feef f.jke I've been in prison tOQ - Ihe De,l Este wnt be flown to' the United States. 

anticipation, . the waiting : ' says Nancy Cuba' announced two weeks ago that their 

Prisoners Eases Pain 
release was imminent. Since then , Ramar ine criminals, some political prisoners, course all the family members have main
has heard assurances every day that it some apparently innocent of any crime - tained a close vigil. We've all been in close 
would only be a few more days_ will be flown to Miami today . Ramar has contact. Every time one person hears one 

A close-knit nation wide network of heard it before . She's not placing any bets. rumor he starts calling, so you really never 
loved ones in the United States has kept a but she plans to drive from Key West to know." 
mill of rumors about the prisonef's grinding lI4iami this morning, where the arrival is Ramar recently moved in with Patti 
for years . Their phone calls and letters expected at Tamiami Airport. Krauth, a bartender at Sloppy Joe's Saloon 
have intensified tenfold in the ' past two "You never know what to believe," says in Key West and the fiance of Cuban pris-
weeks . Ramar, 43. "You hear rumors from this 

The prisoners - some apparently genu- one and rumors from that one, and of Turn to Back Page Col. I 



F;rJf!;~9f,f!'}~fooved Ones l!~j!.~ing 
 • 
ROM PAGE I A f • "They were gOing to Jamaica: Ifr 

'} ou Ilever knolV IV/nil to belleVf~. } ou hear rumors they were going to be running 
on inmate Paul Fekete. Ramar and l . f h t A f drugs, they wouldn't be doing it onfront t /lLS 

. 
one ani rUllwrs rom t n one, un", 0 . th wa there anyway they wouldKrauth didn't know each other 

when their boyfriends sailed to Ja tOluse all the fumily mf:'lIliwrs h(llle maintained lL bee dOi~g it on the 'way back," 
maica together last December. dose vigil. W'e'lie ult' II('('JI in dose (;Olltuct.' Ramarsays.

The two Key West women _ Nau('v Hamar. Other inmates tell stories similarsought each other out and instantly 
J to that of the crewmen aboard thebecame close friends when, after prisonel''s fiancee Sea Olver.six weeks of not knowing what had 


become of their sailors, they 
 "ON Dl:C. 4, 1979, the Carpe
learned in mid-January that Nelson, "', 

told in letters that came .to the Unit- Diem II had lost its bearings due. to Fekete and a third crewman, Mark in during visits, which are allowed 
Schierbaum, had strayed too close ed States via the relatives' mail net-" unseasonably ba.d w~~ther and Inonce a month. One visitor some work: ' str~me~~1 . faJlure, Stanhopeto Cuba and had been imprisoned. times takes several letters back and 

On the first day at sea, their navi- wntes. Commg unexpectedly uponFrom diverse ends of the country, forth for other members of the net

members of the families of the work. 
 gational instrument! went on the land. at 1 a.m., they anchored. to 

blink. They tried to make the voy- await the dawn.. • . Tow~rtngthree young men have gotten to Cuban government officials have · b t .. waves broke the two anchor hnes,know each other through letters, no lines of communication through age by dead reckonIng, u un- fl d d h b . 
phone calls and infrequent visits. which to keep Americans apprised identified lights and confusing radio o;or~ t e oat and drove It 
They can recite names of prisoners, of the status of the criminal cases beacons" brought them' too close to as . , . 
their families, their case histories. against their relatives. N6r can Cuba, Fekete wrote . ' "Mayday dislress calls were 

A special newslette'r, Inside/Out, Americans investigate the judicial They tried to ask direcliops from broadcast and a Cuban 'fishing 
circulates among the families and system their relatives are in. Hence, crewmen aboard a Cuban fishing boat' flagged down. The 'fishing 
friends of Cuban prisoners. They've unconfirmable stories of Cuban in vessel. None of the American crew· boat' took the craft into custOdy. 
deluged State Department officials justice abound. men understood any SJ:l~nish, Just l'h~ boat was confi~ated and the 
and elected representatives with "They had to confess to drug what the Cuban fishenl;o's Int~n~ ~Mq·"~~Q impri
pleas for help. smuggling to get out of solitary tions were remains unclear, but Ul~. "'> . . . 

They are almost unanimously bit confinement," says Krauth. "They American crewmen believed lh~Yii~J <,·In the first m?nths that Nels0!l' 
ter that the State Department , had a choice of drug-smuggling or were the victims of piracy wb~1J Ji'~ete and Schle~ba~m were In 
which could help get the prisoners being CIA agents. But then when the Cubans tried to tow them t.o Cuba, Ramar lost her JOb an~ about 
out, won't. The current plan for the triai came up their actual sen shore. Fekete was wounded in an 20 pounds because of worrying and 
prisoners to be freed was a gratui tence was three years for illegal exchange of gunfire. spending all her time writing let

. ters, calling and trying to drum uptous gesture by President Fidel Cas entry, three years for possession of 
tro. State Department officials have RAMAR CONCEDES the whole support for a campaign to get themmarijuana and four for resisting ar
said it's not appropriale for the rest." arrest could have been a misunder- freed. She has taxed her meager Ii
United States to try to spring its cit "The whole thing throughout all standing, with both sides overreact- nancial resources to the limit on 

ing. two ~rips to Cuba this year.izens from foreign jails. of this is that I feel so helpless," 

One prisoner, Dale Stanhope of says Ramar. The prisoners say they were 


Ramar's daughter, bebbi McGarHazelwoOd, Maine, wrote in a letter jailed and held in tiny, vermin-in
of Laguna Beach, Calif., worried sothat was smuggled out: "I am a NOT MUCH, since Dec. 4,1979. fested solitary confinement cells 
much about her mother's mentalhelpless pawn in an international That's when Key West residents with big, brilliant light bulbs they 
and physical well-being that shegame and my life is wasting away." Nelson, 32, Fekete, 27, and Schierb couldn't turn off - until they 
moved to Key West in May and still Since the prisoners say Cuban aum left on the 26·foot sailboat Sea agreed to sign confessions to being 
lives with Ramar and ~rauth.jailers censor their mail, a process Diver en route to Montego Bay. drug traffickers, when they were 


that takes months even if nothing They had been hired by the brand finally placed among the ordinary 

,r- . gets censored out of a letter, the new boat's builder , Thomas Ander prison population . The three were to depart for 

~l 
relatives have established an effec son, to deliver it to its purchaser. Ramar and Krauth say their men Miami this morning to greet men 
tivemail network of their own. Nelson was the skipper, Fekete the would not smuggle drugs, and they whom they haven't seen in almost a 
They write letters on tiny pieces of navigator. are certain the only illicit cargo on year - and who, surely, have been 
onionskin paper and smuggle them Their version of their arrest is the Sea Diver was less than an transformed by a year in prison. 

-~-~---. -----. -~ - --=-- - ---1--- -.-::- 
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Wait for Freedom Ends Today 

For 33 Americans in Cuba Prison 


By GARY MOORE 
H.r~fd StolH Writ.r 

HAVANA - The 33 Americans sitting inside 
the walls of Cuba's Combinado Del Este Prison 
this morning are wondering what it will be like 
to be free. 

If all goes as planned, an Air Florida jet char
tered by the U.S. Justice Department will leave 
Cuba this afternoon and bring 30 of those prison
ers ·home. 

The other three American prisoners also are 
scheduled for release, but they have elected not 
to return to the United States. Although the 
names of the three non-returnees have not been 
released, a Cuban Exterior Relations Ministry of
ficial said that two of them have requested pas
sage to a country other than the United Sta~es. 
and the third has decided to settle in Cuba. 

IT WILL NOT be the first time that an Amer
ican imprisoned in Cuba has become a Cuban 
resident upon release. 

Michael Finney of San Francisco and Charles 
. Hill (hometown unknown) were arrested for hi
jacking an airliner to Cuba in 1971. After lan
guishing for nine years in the Combinado Del 
Este, Finney and Hill were released on parole in 
Cuba earlier this year. 

Finney never returned to the United States 
and is assumed by U.S. authorities to still be liv
ing in Cuba. Hill's fate is better known and less 
poetic. He is back in Cuban prison - this time 
on charges of passing bad checks. Although 
Hill 's name has not been released, he is expected 
to be among the 33 Am.ericans w'ho will gain 
their freedom today . 

The lone American among today's group who 
will stay in Cuba will not be restricted to a max
imum number of days of residence, a Cuban offi
cial said. 

In the three years since the establishment of 

the U.S ." Interests Section in Havana, some" 1 0 
or 15" Americans have settled in . Cuba since 
leaving jail, according to Wayne Smith, head of 
the Interests Section . 

Smith added that "about half a do~en" Amer
icans convicted in Cuba of air piracy will be 
among the released 33. Stiff charges waiting at 
home may have figured into decisions not to re
turn. 

OTHER CHARGES leveled against the de
parting Americans by Cuban authorities include 

' drug trafficking, violating Cuban airspace and 
bombarding Cuba with religious pamphlets from 
a small airplane. 

Melvin White and Walter Bailey have admit
ted to dumping high-altitude, religious tracts "to 
the Cub!!n people because they don't have the 
word of God there." 

Interests Section chief Smith pointed out, 
however, that in Cuba "there are churches here 
- the Baptists, the Episcopal, the Catholic. And 
you are free to practice . .. though you may not 
get ahead very fast in the /Communist] party or 
govemment." 

Most of the returning prisoners were jailed 
here on charges unrelated to religion. They were 
in small planes or boats that strayed into Cuban 
airspace or waters. 

In letters sent home, a number of these pris
oners have insisted that being American was 
their only crime and that charges of drug traf
ficking leveled against them by the Cuban gov~ 
ernment were trumped up. 

"I think a good proportion [of the prisoners I 
are guilty, and a small proportion are innocent," 
said former Interests Section consul Susan La
manna earlier this year. 

SMITH, WHO was complimented highly by 
at least one prisoner's relative, said he generally 
agrees with Lamanna's assessment. . 

As supporting evidence, Smith pOinted out 
that 20 or more Americans each year stray into 
Cuban territory in boats or planes and most are 
promptly released. 

Calls come into the Interests Section con
cerning lost or temporarily detained Americans 
in Cuba "maybe once or twice a month" accord
ing to Smith. 

"As a general rule, the Cubans release those 
who seem to have innocently s~rayed into Cuban 
airspace or waters," he said. . 

WHETHER THEIR agonizing sentences in 
fetid Cuban jail cells were cruel injustice or not, 
the experience is behind the 33 Americans, now. 

After their release, no other American-born 
U.S. citizen will remain in Cuban prisons. ' 

Less fortunate are an undetermined number 
of American prisoners who were born in Cuba 
and also hold Cuban citizenship - dual nation
als. The Cuban government considers them Cu
bans only and will not allow their release as part 
of today's agreement. 

Though the jailed dual nationals were previ
ously reported to number only five, Smith said, 
"I'm sure there are more." 

He added that U.S. officials have "no access" 
to the dual nationals because of Havana's stance 
on their citizenship. 

The list of returning prisoners is incomplete 
due to privacy act restrictions. But American 
prisoners in Cuba are known to include the fol
lowing Florida residents: 

Charles Bartos of Pompano Beach ; Robert 
Bennett of Miami; Walter Clark of North Miami 
Beach; Dean Codgen of Cocoa Beach; Mark Con
tino of Miami; William Dawson of Fort Lauder
dale; Austin T. Householder of Fort Lauderdale; 
Douglas Miklos of Boca Raton, and Lance Fyfe 
of Hialeah. 
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30 Americans 

jailed in Cuba 

awaited here 


HAV AN A - Five of the 33 
American prisoners pardoned by 
Cuban President Fidel Castro faced 
arrest when they arrive in Miami 
this afternoon, U.S. officials said 
today. 

Th.ree others are staying in Ha
vana, presumably to escape prose
cution at home. 

The U.S. Justice Department 
chartered an Air Florida plane to fly 
the freed men to Tamiami airport, 
where relatlves were expected to 
meet them t,his afternoon. 

U.S. secuHty officers were to b~ 
aboard the plane. "After all. some. 
of these guys are experienced hl
jackers." said a diplomat at the U.S. 
diplomatic mission in. Havana, 

Four of the five who will be ar
rested when they reach American 
soil are wanted for air piracy, said 
Bill Dempsey of the ' U.S. ' Marshal's 
office in Washington. He said they 
would be treated just like any 
American ' citizen wanted for a 
crime and-will be taken into custo
dy by federal offiCiais. 

Dempseyddentlfied the four U.S. 
prisoners wan,red for air piracy as 
Charles Cale. Lewis Douglas Moore 
and Henry Jackson. all of Detroit. 
and Anthony Garnett Bryant of Cal
\fornia. 

A fifth rna'n, identified as Terry ' 

found marijuana or other drugs in 
their holds, 

The 33 men were the last Ameri
can-born prisoners in Cuban jails. 
Most were arrested in the past two 
years, but one of the alleged hijack
ers, Bryant of San Bernardino. 
Calif.. had been in Cuba for 11 liz 
years. 

After the 30 Americans arrive at 
Tamiarni- Airport. they will undergo 
health checks and immigration pro-. 
cesslng, Webb said.. They'll be al
lowed to rejoin their families after 
government official$ finish inter
viewing them. 

The Castro government an
nounced Oct . 13 that the Americans 
were being freed ·in response to ap
peals from congressmen. social or
ganizations and relatives. of the 
prisoners . But other sources said- it 
was more of a signa-l to the U.S. 
government. 

"It's meant' as a positive step to
ward the United States, part of a 
general pattern of attempts at rec
onciliation," said a Western diplo
matic source. 

There were 'als<YSlIggestions that 
Castro was ti'ying to give Presiden~ 
Carter a boost in !tis campaign for 
re-election, Cuban officials ac
knowledge ' that their leader has 
made clear. that he believes Ronald 
Reagan's election would be disas

Lee Byerly. is wanted for parole vi- ' trous for Cuban-American relations~ 
olation. Dempsey said. ' " But they Insist that the prisoner re

He said officials ' believe all five lease was· part of a continuing 
will be aboard today·sfllght. · Cuban effort to end 20 years of cold 

Cuban and 'u.S, officials refused ' war with. the United States. 
to identify the three men who chosi ImprOVing tJ.S.~Cuban relations 
not to go horne, but said they could suffered a setback last spring when 
remain in Cuba or go to a third Castro opened the Cuban port of 
country. Mariel to boats from Florida that 

"If they're not .coming back•. we.. ferried' about 120,000 refugees to 
don't have ji whole lot to say about : Key West 'ln an uncontrolled exodus 
it ," said Jim ·Webb of the State De
partment's . office of consular af~ 
fairs . "We don·t know what's going 
to happen to·them. It's possible that 
if they go to a third country. we' 
could try to extradite them." < .. 

Abou t 10 of the 33 are al.leged:,. hi
jackers. Most of the others were' 
convicted ort narcotics charges.a.fter. 
their boats ot·'·planes were inter-

that squeezed Cartel' into a difficult 
political corner. .• 

Castro finally ended the emigra
tions in September, In other ges
tures toward Washington. the 
Cuban government allowed 400 
would- be refugees: packed into the 
U.S. diplomatic mission to return 
unmolested to their homes and be 
processed for emigration. and it re

cepted in Cuban waters Of airspace . turned two refugees to U.S. author
and Cuban authorities: al:legedly ities after they hijacked an airliner. 



Be Castro's Loss 

By DON BOHNING 

H.,.ld Staff W,II*r 

KINGSTON, Jamaica - Cuba's 
all-important "Jamaican Con nee- ' 
tion" is riding on the outcome of 
Thursday's hotly contested elec
tions on this lush but troubled is
land. 

If, as now seems likely, the oppo
sition Jamaica Labor Party unseats 
Prime Minister Michael Manley and 
his People's National Party, the loss 
will cost Cuban President Fidel Cas
tro one of his closest hemisphere 
friends. 

Labor Party leader Edward 
Seaga has said that on becoming 
prime minister he would not sever 
diplomatic relations with Cuba, but 
he has made it clear that relations 
'Yith Havana under any government 
he heads would be "cool and cor
rect" but not "close and cordial" as 
they are now. 

A Seaga victory Thursday would 
be the latest and most damaging in 
a series of 1980 electoral reverses 
for Havana in its bid to win friends 
and influence people in the Eng
lish-speaking Caribbean. 

ALREADY this year, pro-West
ern governments have either gained 
or retained power in Antigua, St. 
Kitts-Nevis, St. Vincent and Domi
nica.- The loss of Jamaica would 
leave only tiny and remote Grenada 
among what, until a year ago, had 
been a growing circle of Cuban 
friends in the region. 

Jamaica is particularly impor
tant. With two million people, it is 
the largest of the past and present 
British colonies in the Caribbean. It 
also is the closest to Cuba geo
graphically and is thought to be the 
focal point of Cuban contact and ac
tivity with left-wing revolution
aries from the other islands. 

Ulises Estrada, the Cuban ambas
sador to Jamaica, Is a former depu
ty director of Cuba's Department of 
the Americas and, as such, is re
ported to be a high ranking Cuban 
intelligence officer. 

Estrada arrived in Kingston in 
mid-summer 1979 and almost im
mediately stirred a ruckus by re
sponding to criticism of him and his 
government in The Daily Gleaner, . 
Jamaica's only major nongovern
mental newspaper. 

HIS COMMENTS were interpret
ed as a threat against The Gleaner 
and the Labor Party. The Gleaner, 
in a front-page editorial, asked tpe 
Manley government to declare Es
trada persona non grata. Manley re
fused, charging that The Gleaner 
and the Labor Party had misinter
preted Estrada's remarks. 

If he becomes prime minister, 
Seaga says, one of his fii"st acts will 
be to get Estrada out. 

"I would not like to use the word' 
expel, but one way or another Es
trada is going to leave," Seaga told 
foreign journalists traveling with 
him late last week. 

Seaga said he would "not take 
the ultimate step" of breaking dip
lomatic relations with Cuba because 
"we don't like to treat lightly the 
question of breaking diplomatic re
lations with any country. Keeping 
the doors open is the best way to 
have dialogue over difficult prob
lems." 

ODDLY; it was the Labor Party 
that initiated diplomatic relations 
with Cuba in 1962 at the consular 
level and refused five years later to 
sever them as a conditiori for join
ing the Organization of American 
States. The OAS finally relented 
and Jamaica became the second 
member, along with Mexico, to 

-----.----------------

CASTRO 

maintain relations with Cuba. 
Seaga noW says Jamaica would 

not "interrupt anything that is of 
mutual benefit" to the two coun
tries, which would include various 
commercial, technical and cultural 
agreements, aviation interchanges 
a.nd the continuation of operations 
in Jamaica of Prensa Latina, the 
Cuban news agency. 

Some 50 Cuban doctors now 
working in the country would re
main, says Seaga, as long as his 
government was convinced they 
were medical workers and not in
telligence agents. 

For security reasons, a half dozen 
of the Cuban doctors last week 
were temporarily withdrawn from 
two of the hospitals where they had 
been working. Another Cuban doc
tor defected and was granted asy-. 
lum in the United States. 

WHILE Cuba-Jamaica ties had 
existed for a decade, it was not 



until the second year of the Manley 
government that they began to 
evolve into the close relationship 
that exists today. 

Manley and Castro first met in 
1973 when Manley and Guyana 
Prime Minister Forbes Burnham 
flew with the Cuban president to 
the Nonaligned Nations summit in 
Algeria. Two years later, in the 
summer of 1975, Manley made an 
official visit to Cuba, touring the is
land with Castro. 

To those who complained when 
he returned to Jamaica, he noted 
that there were "five flights a day 
to Miami" for anyone who did not 
like the way he was running the 
country . It marked the beginning of 
a continuing mass exodus of profes
sional, managerial, skilled and 
semi-skilled Jamaicans. 

The Cubans sent doctors, con, 
struction workers, dam builders 
and others to assist the Manley gov
ernment. Castro returned Manley's 
visit in October 1977, traveling the 
island for a week. The relationship 
grew at the party level also, with 
officials of Manley's PNP frequent 
visitors to Havana and top officials 
of Cuba's Communist Party regular 
travelers to Jamaica. 

IT IS at the political level, says 
Seaga, that relations between Ja
maica and Cuba will cease if the 
Labor Party wins Thursday. 

Rumors abound that, given what 
is at stake for Cuba in its relation
ship with the English-speaking Car

ibbean, the Castro government will 
go the limit in attempting to assure 
a Manley victory. There is talk of 
Cuban troop intervention, of Ha
vana dispatching 700 black Cubans 
to the Island to work with PNP ac
tivists in disrupting the election and 
of preparing phony ballot boxes in 
Havana for the election day count 
in Jamaica. 

Western diplomats here discount 
all this speculation of Cuban inter
vention in the Jamaica election 
process, suggesting that the Cubans 
have become disillusioned with Ja
maica's revolutionary prospects. 

"The Cubans are much less in
volved this time than they were in 
the 1976 elections," says one senior 
Western diplomat here . "r think 
they have reached the conclusion 
that a revolutionary situation 
doesn't really exist in Jamaica." 

SEAGA, in observing that Jamai
ca is a "electoral country, not a rev
olutionary country," says he thinks 
the Cubans have "come to the con
clusion that the people of Jamaica 
don't have the discipline to be revo
lutionaries.'l 

Still, the Labor Party is playing 
on the anti-Cuban paranoia of a 
basically conservative SOciety. 

"The Cubans must go," Labor 
Party ads pronounce. A party state
ment delivered to the press late last 
week called for a "Cuban alert," di
recting "campaign personnel to be 
on the lookout for any unusual ac
tivities in their constituencies over 
the next few days." 

The same statement charged that 
seven high-ranking Cuban officials 
had . arrived in Jamaica last week, 
that a Cuban airborne troop carrier 
had landed and unloaded 11 myste
rious large wooden crates and that 
a Cuban ship was anchored in the 
harbor. 

The Cuban Embassy in Kingston, 
re,sponding to the charges in a note 
to the Jamaican Foreign Ministry, 
said the seven Cuban personnel ar
riving included three diplomats ac
credited to the island for work, two 
others who had already gone back, 
a journalist for Prensa Latina and a 
language instructor. 

IT SAID the crates contained 
books and other educational materi- " 
als and that the ship Topaz Island 
was a Panamanian flag vessel char
tered by the Cuban government to 
return to Cuba equipment that was 
no longer needed in Jamaica. 

Another major restraining factor 
on any Cuban involvement in the 
Jamaican election is thought to be 
the U.s. presidential election, which 
follows the Jamaican elections by 
five days. 

Castro has expressed concern 
about what a victory by Ronald 
Reagan might mean to Cuba and 
has avoided doing anything that 
would have an unfavorable impact 
on Jimmy Carter's reelection pros
pects. Any sign of Cuban involve
ment in the Jamaican election proc
ess would do just that. 

Finally, some Western diplomats 
here believe the Soviet Union is a 
restraint against any overt Cuban' 
involvement in Jamaica. "Some
times," said one diplomat, "I think 
half the reason for the Russian 
presence here is to stop the Cubans 
from doing something Moscow will 
have to pay for." 



Cuban Ordeal 
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Finally Ends 

For 30 Yanl~s 
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By GUILLERMO MARTINEZ 

And ELLEN BARTLETT 


Herald Sfaff Wrifers 

Thirty Americans imprisoned jn 
Cuban jails returned to the United 
States Monday, 25 to go home to 
their loved ones and five to go with 
U.S. marshals to a new jail. 

It was a scene South Florida has 
seen often in recent months as thou
sands of refugees and hundreds of 
Cuban political prisoners arri ved jll 
the United States. 

But this time, the greetings cume 
in English . 

"There is no God Ii ke ours," r e<ld 
a homemade sign welcoming Tom 
White and Mel Bailey , who were 
arrested in Cuba in May 1979 while 
dropping religious tracts over the 
island . 

"Don't tell me there ar en 't mira
cles," said Mary Bailey when she 
first saw her hushand. "Whether 
Cast~o knows it or not, he has prac
ticed a very biblical principle ." 

Almost 200 relatives and fri e nd s 
cheered and waved signs welcom

ing the prisoners as the Air Florida 
Boeing 737 jet chartered by the 
State Department arrived at Tami
ami Airport in South Dade at 2 p .m. 

The men descended from the 
plane slowly. They were thin 
some sa id they had survived on only 
fishheads and rice for more than a 
year - their eyes were red-rimmed 
and tired and their skin was pale 
and sallow from enforced confine
ment. 

The crowd waved, clapped, and 
cried. Some carried bouquets of red, 
white and blue flowers and tiny 
American flags. Others brought 
suitcases and pack ets of clothes for 
their loved ones . 

The prisoners left th e plane on e 
by one with all their belongings in 
small sui tcases and plastic bags. 
Their clothes were worn and dirty, 
but mos t were smiling, squ inting as 
they sought to recognize a loved 
one . 

While famil y members and jour
nalists watched from behind a bar
ricade of police officers, marshal s 

Turn to Page 12A Col. 1 
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Weary and Thin Prisoners 
Greeted by 200 Relatives 

.~ FROM PAGE _,A_ _ _ 
and ropes, the prisoners were es
corted 300 yards from the airplane 
to a fire station where they were 
processed by Customs and Immi
gration officers. 

Officials tried to keep the two 
groups apart until the processing 
was over. But they came closer and 
closer. A woman reached out and 
clutched her husband's hand and 
pressed it to her cheek. 

The relatives of Mark Contino, a 
Miamian arrested in 1'979 on 
charges of illegal entry and traf
ficking in marijuana, broke through 
the cordoned area . 

.. IT WAS HELL, what can I tell 
you?" said Contino as he embraced 
three relatives briefly before the 
marshals asked him to keep mov
ing . 

Later, Robert Bennett, who lost 
25 pounds in the 20 months he 
spent in a Cuban jail, describ~d con
ditions at the Combinado del Este 
prison. 

"It was like any prisoner-of-war 
camp," Bennett said . "We were 
considered enemies of the state. 

"We were never actuallv beaten. 
but were always threatened," he 
added. "I am angry, very angry . 
Tired of sitting in a cell; tired of 
having a bayonet at my ribs ; tire'd 
of having a machine gun pointed at • 
me ." 

At the airport, Bennett was one 
of the 25 prisoners with relatives 
waiting to take them home. Then 
came five men in handcuffs escort
ed by lOU.S. marshals. 

The five men - Henry Jackson, 
Luis Moore, Melvin Cale, Anthony 
Bryant and Terry Byerly (also 
known as David Keene) - were 

- BRUCE GILBERT I Miami Herald Staff 

LalH~e Fyfc of Hialeah 
... was arrested in 1978 



whisked away to the Federal Cor
rectional Institute and will be taken 
before a U.S. magistrate today. 

Charges against them range from 
airplane hijacking to parole viola
tions. 

Processing at the firehouse went 
quicl<!y. 

Prisoners were then released one 
by one to a pushing and shoving 
crowd of relatives and reporters. In 
the scramble to talk to the released 
men . few noticed the five police 
cars that took the five men away . 

"They didn't whip me, honey," 
said Austen Householder. a Fort 
Lauderdale man who lost nearly 
100 pounds and six teeth duri ng his 
15 months at the Combinado del 
Este prison in Cuba. Householder 
hugged his wife, Karen, and 
wouldn't let go. 

MANY OF THE relatives wore 
yellow ribbons in their hair and 
around their wrists, a reminder of 
the 50 American hostages still being 
held in Iran. 

Some of the released men had 
been imprisoned for smuggling, 
some for violating Cuban territorial 
waters and airspace, and two [or 
dropping religious tracts over the 

island. 

"But to us, these were our hos
tages," said Alice Polack, whose fi
ance, retired Navy Capt. William 
Dawson, skippered the boat that 
took Householder, Douglas Miklos, 
and Dawson into Cuban waters 
July 16, 1979, 

Nearby stood prisoner Michael 
Seitler, 26. who was held up by hi s 
mother and his fiancee, Judy Perez. 

"They gave me pills to kiLl the . 
pain in my back," said Seitler who ' 
wore a rubber band for an engage
ment ring. "My mind is functioning 
fine. The words are just coming out 
slower. " 

The relatives wanted to talk of 
home, of fixing a good meal. But 
many of the prisoners wanted to 
talk about the politics of their reo 
lease. 

"The Cubans are afraid to death 
of Ronald Reagan," said Bailey, 
who was sentenced to 24 years in 
jail for dropping "anti-Communist 
and divisionist literature" over 
Cuba. 

"RONALD REAGAN is the rea
son we are out," Bailey said. "We 
are a bone from the Cubans to 
Jimmy Carter." 

"This is nothing more than a po
litical ploy by the Cuban govern
ment," said Bennett, who was sen
tenced to two years in jail for vio
lating Cuban airspace. Cubans 
would "do anything to keep Carter 
in office. 

"Ronald Reagan's got my vote, 

1 Ay\ 

and 1 hope all of the people in 
America do [vote for Reagan] too," 
he added. "If it weren't for the elec
tions we would still be down 
there ... 

Bennett also said he was upset 
that the U.S. government had done 
nothing for the American prisoners, 
who nevertheless were treated bet
ter than their Cuban jailmates. 

"We witnessed [Cuban] prisoners 
being bayoneted, being cut up with 
machetes," Bennett said. "It's a jun
gle. They take people and make 
them into animals." 

Five Cuban-born Americans were 
not released by Cuba on Monday. 
"If something is not done for 
them," Bennett said, "it is a sad sit
uation." 

Sonnie Seitler, whose efforts on 
behalf of her son Michael included. 
she said, seven trips to Cuba in a 
year. 5,000 phone calls, 30,000 let
ters, 405 meetings with mem bersof 
Congress and their sta.ffs,.37 tnps 
to international humanltanan orga
nizations and 20, interviews with 
Cuban officials, described last-min
ute attempts by the White House to 
take credit for the Americans' re
lease: "The Carter Administration 
wants to take credit and they didn't 
do anything," she said. 

Mrs. Seitler founded an organiza
tion called Inside/Out that coordi
nated the efforts of the relatives of 
American prisoners in Cuba . 

Dale Stanhope, a backpack slung 
over ·his shoulders, slipped under 
the rope and grabbed his father in a 
tight embrace. 

"Everything's OK," he whis
pered. His white-haired father, Nor
man, nodded as tears squeezed from 
his eyes. "I haven't felt so good ill 
years," !laid the elder Stanhope , 
who had driven down from Maine 
to meet his son. 
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1 May Face Chargps 

By GARY MOORE 
Herald Staff Writ@r 

HA V ANA - Two of the 33 
Americans released from Cuban 
prisons aimounced at a press con
ference here Monday that they will 
leave Cuba but will not return to 
the United States. 

A 'third said he plans to live in 
Cuba temporarily until he learns 
what U,S, criminal charges may be 
filed against hjm and his partner in 
a 1971 hijacking, The partner, now 
living in Havana, was released from 
a Cuban jail earlier this year. 

The two who will leave Cuba but 
not return to the United States are 
Jeffrey John Hoban, listed on 
Cuban prison rolls as Mark Isher
wood, and Lester Perry Hoban is 
wanted in the United States for pa
role violation and Perry is wanted 
for hijacking. 

The third prisoner who stayed 
behind Monday is Charles Hill, 
wanted in the shooting of an Albu
querque, N.M., police officer and 
the subsequent hijacking of an air
liner to Cuba. He said he and fellow 
hijacker Michael Finney of San 
Francisco, released earlier and now 
living in a Havana hotel, might re
turn to the United States after their 
lawyer determines what charges 
they'll face. 

Reporters were allowed a chaotic 
90-minute mass interview with the 
prisoners Monday shortly before 
the Miami-bound plane departed. 
Perry and Finney did not appear. 

THE PRISONERS sat in an audi
torium and reporters sat on the 
stage. 

After a few minutes the reporters 
were allowed to fan out through 
the crowd. 

Hoban said his small plane was 
forced down in a storm on a fljght 
to Key West. He was reluctant to 

- BILL FRAKE~ I MiamI Herald Staff 
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talk and covered his face wittl an 
envelope when photographers tried 
to take his picture. 

Asked why he would not return 
"to the United States. Hoban said 
only, "I'd rather not get into it." 

He said, "I plan on living some
where else. I don't know [wherej 
yet. I'm not going to any socialist or 
Communist country," Hoban said. 

Nearby. another prisoner, Lance 

Fyfe of Hialeah. heard Hoban's 
statement and added, "No way" 

"No way, Jose," Hoban replied. 

HILL, 30, SAID he had served his 
prison term for hijacking and lived 
for eight years as a Cuban resident. 
He was rearrested recently on forg
ery charges. 

His hijack partner, Finney, also 
went back to jail on forgery 

charges an d was sentenced to two 
additional years in prison. Released 
last summer, he lives at a hotel in 
Havana , according to Hill. 

A U.S. official. seeking American 
hijackers who have settled in Cuba, 
said. "A lot of them have gone back 
to the States very disgusted 
claiming racism lin Cubaj. There 
have been incidents." Perry, Finney 
and Hill are black; Hoban is white . 

- BRUCE GILBERT I MiamI Herald Sfaff 
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Freed Men 
J MdUJ t#-v.(frJ &If fentl led 
12/+ J;;l9~ t(5
Here is a list of the 30 American 

prisoners released by the Cuban 
government and who arrived in 
South Florida Monday: 

Glenn Akllm, of Dewltvilleo, N,Y .. imd Raymond 
F I'tger.,d. of Newark. Del.• were l'Irre!.feod April 1 
1978. when their plane IO!.t power and cras.hed j~ 
CUb.a. They w,ere charged with illegal entry and traf
ficking In manjuana. Sentenced to eight ye",r~ in jail. 

Melvin aall.V, Of NeWDort News., Va .. and Walter 
Thomlll White. of Glendale. (lIlif .. were arrcsled 
M .. ~ 26. 1979. ~nd s.entenced to 24 years. in lail for dis.
5. cr:' tn atlng ant.-Communis.t literature. The plane from 
which they were droppinQ religious. Iracts over the is." 
I-"'nd was forced to land in Cuba. Bailey was. at:;o 
chaq~ed with "military lJ99ress.ion lJQlJinst the people 
ot Vietnam" while a helicopter pilot in the United 
States. 

Charl.s Blrtos, of Pompano Belich, was arrc:r.tcd 
If"l December of 1979 when his plane crll~hed or' ?I 

Cuban beach. He was char!;!ed with iIIe!;!al entry <"nd 
trafficking in marijuana and sentenced to 15 year~ in 
I~II. The ~entence was subsequently reduced 10 frve 
years. 

Rob.rt B.nn.H, 30, of Miami, and Walt.r L,wis 
Clark, 35, of North Miami Beach, wl!'re sentenced to 
two yean in lall for violating Cuban ",irspace M",rch 
1, 1979. They ~erved 20 month~ of their 24-month ~en. 
t~nce. 

Anthony Bryant, of San Bernadino, Calif., ha~ 
blC'en held in Cuba since 1969 on charges of hijack In!;! a 
plane to Cuba from .New York. He Wl'lS arrested by 
~n~t;:;a;ts:,~':. on arrrval and now faces char!;!es in the 

Mlrvin <:al., H.nry Jackson and Louis Moor., 
<"U of Detrort, hl'lve been In Cuban jails since Novem
ber 1972. They were char!;!ed with hijllcking a plane 
to Cuba from Birmingham, Ala. They werr. arrested 
~rll~e;.· marshals and now face charges in the United 

/ ~••n Codg.ns. of Cocoa Beach, Fll'I., Wl'lS arrest. 
ed In November 1978 when his sailboat was blown off 
course and forced ~o land in Cuba. He was char!;!ed 
With Illegal entry and marliuana trafficking and sen
tenced to 12 to 15 years in jail. 

Mlrk Contino, of Miami, was arrested in 1979 
when his plane crashed in Bahamian wl'lters and a 
Cuban tishlng boat towed him '0 Cuba. He was 
char!;!ed wifh illegal entry and trafficking in mariiua. 
nll. Sentenced to 15 years In jail. 

Jc:»hn DIcus, of Jonesboro, Ark., was arrested 
April 27, 1979, when his plane was forced to land in 
CUb.a. He ~as charged with iIIe!;!al entry and traffick
Ing In manluana. Sentenced to 15 years in iail. 

Wlllilm Dawson, "9, of Fort Lauderdale, Aust.n 
T. Hous,hold.r, 46, also of Fort Lauderdale, and 
Douglls Miklos, 26, of Boca Raton, were arresled 
July 16. 1979. Dawson said his boat, the Velvet Lady, 
had l'I malfunction in its steering system when they 
were captured by a Cuban gunboat in international 
waters. They were sentenced to 11 yellrs in jail on 

f::~?:r~a~~~r;:~~'ing marijuana and violating Cuban 

Lane. Fyf., 38, at Hialeah, was arrested June 7, 
1978, when the Queenair plane In which he wa~ flylnQ 
was forced to land in Ca~aguey. Cub", by a Cub~n 
MIG He was sentenced to eight years in jdll lor Ille. 
oal entry ltnd trafficking In m&riiuana. 

John Glynor, 32, of C~rver, Mass.• "nd Doll, 
Stanhop,: of Maine, were arrested Dec. 5, 1979, 
when their vessel the Carpe Diem II encountered 
hr.avy seas. They say they were 20 miles from Ihe 
Yuc!ltan Peninsula in Mexico when " Cuban vessel 
towed ther:" 1.0 miles to Pinar del Rio. They were 
charged with Illegal entry and marijuana trafficking 
and ~entenc~d to 10 years. 

Dlvid K ••n., of High Point, N.C., was arrested 
Jan. 4. He was charged with illegal entry and sen~ 
tenced to five years In jail. He was rearrested by U.S. 
marshals and now faces charges ot parole violation in 
tbe United States. 

Lor.nlo Mauld.n, of Ozark, Ark., was arrested 
Nov. 6, 1979 when the engine and the naviqational 
eQuipment of his plane tailed. He was charged with iJ. 
legal entry and trafficking In marijuana and ~en. 
lenced to 12 years In jail. 

Llrry Mast.rs, of Miami, and Edwlrd King, of 
Inverness, Fla., were arrested Dec. 18, 1979. They 
were charged Wi.th illegal entry and tr atficking In mao 
rllUllna after their plane was torced to land in Cuba. 
Sentenced to 18 years in jail. 

Mllrk Schi.rblum, of Newark, Del., William Hel. 
\o.n, of Adrian, MiCh., imd Paul F,k,H" of Livonia, 
Mrch., w~re "rrest~d D~c. 6, 1979 They were c",p
tur~d In a sailboat 3nd charged with i"eg~1 entry, reo 
~rsflng arre~1 and tr!lfficking in marijuana. They were 
~enlenced '0 10 years in jail. 

Michl.' S,ItI.r, 26, of Glen Cove, N.Y, was ar. 
rested May 13, 1979, when his boat the Bravo I en. 
I~red. Cuban territorial waters. He was Charged with 
IIlola'u"lg Cuban waters o1!Ind trafficking in marijuana. 
Sentenced to 15 year~ in jail. 

Randolph Whit., of Key We~t, o1!Ind Slmu., 
Whit., of Stock 1~land, Fla., were arrested March 4 
And char!;!ed With illegal entry o1!Ind Ir "tticklng in mart.,.hI."". Th... v ........ ,.,........", Ie .. ,_ ,_"
""",,.1> .... __ ~r 

JlJstifY I-Ioldillg Cllbans, 
f't~ fj-Q (r=J. ~1 ::<i4- . 

Lawyer A~{$~bernnl,;ent 
By DAN WILLIAMS gee out of St, ElIzabeth's?~ 

Ht,tld SI." Wrlttr The task force,. under State De-
The federal government Is fore- partment direction, coordInates reo 

Ing Cuban refugees who are not !;ettlement of Cuban and Haitian 
mentally III into a Washington plOy- refugees with sponsors who house 
chlatrlc ho!;pltal, a lawyer defend- them and find jobs for them, 
Ing 11 of the Cubans charged Mon- The refugees were granted "en-
day. Irant" status pendIng a congres-

The government claimed that thl' sional decision to permit them 
Cubans have been admitted to St. long-term legal status In the coun
Elizabeth's Hospital only for psy- try. The government cont~nded in 
chiatrlc evalualion. court Monday that the INS can de

"Some are clearly not mentally taln the refugees because they have 
iII. Yet I know they'rr being trented not been granted full admittance to 
for mental Illness with drullfi," said the UnIted States. 
Harry Fulton, a Washington public "The INS, generally speaking, 
defender. has absolute authority when it 

Fulton asked a U.S. District Court comes to Illegal allens, as far as 
Judge In the capital to ordf'r the where to put them," said Brill. 
government to Justify Its holding of Fulton countered that the govern
his 11 clients. A dl'c\slon on the ment should use the courts to admit 
matter is expected later this week. the refugees to a mental hospital. 

The Cubans, among 70 living at When the INS trIed to transfer a 
St. Elizabeth's, were admitted by group of suppOsed mental patIents 
order of the ImmIgration and Natu· from a refugee camp In Pennsylva
rallzatlon Service. nla to Washlngt:m in August, sever-

The government claimed In court al were found to be mentally sound, 
that aIL hough the refugees are being he added. 
evaluated only for possible mental "Now some. of those have been 
Illness, some have received treat· refurned to St. Elizabeth',," said 
ment voluntarily. Fulton, "Patients are being treated 

"You're damned If you do and with ThoraZIne (a sedatIve) as if 
damned If you don't. We try to pro- they are crazy, They're not. 
tect AmerIcan society, but we get They've been In refugee camps for 
hit because we don't treat thl' en- five months, Why hadn't they been 
trants with the rights due evrryone evaluated already?" 
else," said Arthur Brill, a spokl'fI- A group of Cuban Inmates of Sl. 
man in WashIngton for the Cuban- Ellzabeth's rioted earlier this 
HaitIan Task Force. month, taking over the building 

"Do you want to sponsor a fp(U- where they were housed. 

I2-Judge Tenln to Hear 

Freed(IfJBt Flotillll Case,.s
f1/4J ~ 5/Jy MARY VOBORIL 'J(}tiCtSt")
~S 1 Herilld Staff Writ.r ./0 I ~V 

. Feaeral judges assigned to hear Freedom Flotilla 
boatlift cases have agreed to a rare en bane hearing to 
determine whether charges of smuggling illegal 
aliens should be dismissed. 

En bane means that the 12 judges will sit together 
as a team to hear the merits of attorneys' arguments. 
The judges also will rule as a group. 

To date, 85 indictments have been filed charging 
343 defendants with bringing in illegal aliens in con
nection with the Cuba-to-Key West Freedom Flotilla. 
Since the unprecedented boatlift began last April, 
more than 125,000 Cu ban refugees have been brought 
to United States shores. 

u.s. District Judge Sidney Aronovitz said this is 
only the second time in his four years on the federal 
bench that judges have sat together to hear lawyers' 
arguments. The earlier case in volved a disciplinary 
action against an attorney, he said. 

The present hearing is designed to save judici~J • 
time. Anum ber of attorneys have filed motions to dis- r 
miss, most claiming the passengers on the boats were 
rpfllPpp~ ::Inn not iltpp~1 ~lipn.~. 



'I~ve Seen the Monster 

/','1~ /Jstv if='') ~b 

Face to Face~~ Says
If;4- ~~Mgo ,

Ex-Prisoner at HOllle 

i 

By JANET FIX 
Herald Staff Writer 

William'F. Dawson stepped from 
the Air Florida jet into the brilliant 
sunlight and it was as if he were re
turning from a holiday cruise in
stead of 15 months in a Cuban pris
on. 

I 
Dark glasses shaded his eyes but 

not the broad grin on his face when 
he spotted the "Welcome Home 
Billy" sign in his family's arms. 
Dawson, 49 , yelled and waved his 
arms wide. 

That was all his 73-year-old 
mother, Sadie Dawson, needed. 

"That's my Bill. He's still got that 
smile," she said, her body shaking. 
"Now I know he's really home." 

The 14 other Dawson family 
members who came from all over 
the country for ' the reunion stood 
about her crying or cheering. "Hey 
Billy. Did you bring your golf 
clubs?" yelled Dawson's brother
in-law, Jack Mahood. 

Moments later Dawson swept his 
mother off her feet and into his 
arms, saying "Hello, Mom. I'm 
back. " 

FOR DAWSON, it was a long 
way home. 

"I have seen the monster face to 
face,'" he said at his fiancee's Fort 
Lauderdale home an hour later. 
"And it's more fearful than I ever 
imagined." 

The 15 months since Dawson and 
two friends were arrested by Cuban 
officials on board the shrimp boat 
Velvet Lady were flIIed with hun
ger strikes, threats of firing squads , 
charges of espionage. For food , they 
had cups of plain white rice spiced 
once a week with a half-cup of 
meat and once a week with a half
cup of fish . Some of the prisoners 
lost huge amounts of weight , devel
oped gum di'seases, lost teeth . 

The prisoners taunted their 
guards, bribed the cook for more 
food and made decks of cards and a 
Monopoly set from cigaret packs: 

The retired Navy chief petty offi
cer was hired to take the shrimp 
boat to Caracas, Venezuela. Two 
friends, Austen Householder of Fort 
Lauderdale and Douglas Miklos of 
Boca Raton, went along for furi and 
ended up in a Cuban jail with Daw
son after the steering on the boat 
went out and the boat strayed near 
Cuban waters. They were convicted 
and sentenced to 11 years in prison 
for entering Cuba illegally and pos
seSSing narcotics. 

"They tried to persecute us for 
being not only Americans but capi
talists," Dawson said. "I saw them 
beat prisoners with clubs and ma
chetes for no reason at all. 

"AI! it did was make us more de- ) 
termined to fight for America. Eyen 
the Black Panthers who were jailed 
with us would kill or die (or their 
cou~try now," 

DAWSON WAS jubilant to be 
home and angry that he had been 
away from his family for more than 
a year. 

Not all of the men who returned 
from a Cuban jail to the arms of 
family had the strength to be angry. 

The 15 months had taken an ob
vious toll on his friend, Household
er. 

He wasn't the "Auzzie" House
holder that his wife, Karen , had 
seen 15 months ago. His six-foot 
two-inch frame lost nearly 100 
pounds during his confinement. A 
Cuban doctor pulled six of his teeth 
rather than battle the gum disease 
that left his remaining teeth yel
lowed and weak. 

"God. I'm so glad to be back," 
was abou t all he could say. 
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The Jubilant 'Homecoming"!

fl1uu~(r)&f1 /%~po Icf/j, 

Turns Sad, Sour for a Few 

'By ELLEN BARTLETT 

Her~ld Staff WrIter 

Before them were the waving 
flags. the bouquets of red. White 
and blue flowers tossed in thE:' air. 
ThE:'y saw the women laughing and 
crying and smlllllg through their 
tears. thE:' men wiping tears from 
their eyes. They heard the joyful 
shrieks and hurrahs. 

But Debbie and Doug Seay, 
brother and sister. stood far behind 
the happy mob. They held hands 
and prayed. 

Beside them. alone and silent, 
59-year-old Hubert Fincher, a farm
er from Dawson, Ga., dug his hands 
111 to the pockets of his practical 
black pants and rocked back and 
forth on his heels. 

Together, they watched and 
waited and hoped agaillst every 
conceivable hope. 

LIke the crowd, they waited for 
loved ones. UnlikE:' the others, they 
did not find them 

DEBBIE AND DOUG had flown 
to Miami from their homes in Vir
glllia and in Georgia, just on thr 
chance. the very slim chance. that a 
man named Larry Ritter. would be 
on that plane along with th e 30 
oth er men imprisoned in CUba . 

He was their best friend. He dis
appeared a year ago Monday and 
they have scoured the hemisphere 
looking for him. 

He was an expert frogman in the 
U.S . Navy. On Oct. 27, 1979, he 
rented a plane in Atlanta to visit 
friends in Jamaica. There was bad 
weather. Ritter, 40. disappeared. 

Doug Seay searched the Baha
mas. Haiti and the Dominican Re
public. He spent days in Jamaica. 

He found nothing . 
"HE W AS MY best friend and h~ 

ha:> a 10-year-old son," said Doug 
Seay 

Cuba was their last hope 
Debbie and Doug watched every 

man descend from the plane - he 
through a tiny pair of opera glasses. 
and she shading her eves. clenching 
hpr fists and mutterIng prayers 
W it h every man their hopes dWJn-

Like the crowd, they wailed 
for loved ones. Unlike the 
'others, they did not find 
them. 

died. And when the last had de
planed, they clung to each other 
and cried. 

Hubert Fincher did not cry. He 
watched, silent and stoic. 

It was his only son for whom he 
waited. Melvin was 28 when he dis
appeared July 8. He lived in Daw
son, near his parents, and made a 
living as a crop duster. 

He was on his way to Fort Lau
derdale to sell a plane when he dis

appeared. 
THE PLANE TURNED up in Fort 

Lauderdale with Melvin's luggage 
inside, intact. 

Fincher, his red hair streaked 
with gray, has leased his farm. He 
devotes his time to his ,<;earch for 
his son. 

''I'm going on any lead I can," 
Fincher said. 

Tamiami Airport, he found out. 
was a blind lead. 

Fincher comforted Debbie and 
Doug Seay. "There will be other 
planes," he said. "Maybe next 
week. Maybe even the next plane." 

They looked at him blankly, sob
bing. 

''I'll keep looking," Fincher said. 
"I'll go on any lead. And J just hope. 
You know we all live on hope." 

Doug 
- SILL FRAKE;3-" MIamI Herald SI(l ft 

Seay and His Sister. Oebbif', Wait for Arri~ a I ;)r Friend, La~TY Riltt>r 
... but Ritter, who disappeared in a plane sf'"(,,.a/months ago, dtd /tot "elurn 
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Miami News Aeporler 

Alice Polak wore a yellow bow on her right arm 
and her heart on her sleeve. 

Her fiance, William Dawson, was one of 30 Ameri
cans who arrived here yesterday after being freed from 
Cuban jails. Polak, along with 200 flag-waving, ban
ner-carrying relatives and friends, cheered when the 
chartered Air Florida jet touched down yesterday at 
Tamiami Airport. 

The 30 Americans, pardoned by Fidel Castro Oct. 
13, had been jailed for terms ranging from a few 
months to 11 years on charges that included hijacking 
and drug smuggling. . 

"This is for him," T'''lak said, waving her yellow
ribboned arm to catch 1.. Awson's eye. "I've waited long 
enough ." 

With tears welling in her eyes, the diminutive 
blonde from Fort Lauderdale ran toward the barricades 
to get close to her fiance. But Polak wasn't the only one 
waiting for Dawson, a 49-year-old boat captain whose 
shrimp boat strayed into Cuban waters in 1979. 

Dawson's daughter by a previous marriage, Renee, 
had flown here from Richmond to greet her father. The 
16-year-old sniffled as she saw her father, pale and 
gaunt, step down from the aircraft. 

"It's just good seeing him," Renee said. "It was ter
rible knowing he was, there. I £ot si'x letters from him 

for the missing 


,~ M,_~••. _M~'~ 

Debbie Seay cries for brother's friend, 

Larry Ritter, who wasn'~ amonQ returnees ', 


Dawson agreed. 
"It was hell in every way," Dawson said. 
Three Americans who were pardoned chose to stay 

in Cuba. They were identified by the U.S. State Depart
ment as Lester Perry, Charles Hill and Jeffrey John 
Hoban, who the State Department said is listed in 
Cuban prison records as Mark Isherwood. 

The prisoners who returned complained of psycho
logical harassment, dirty cells and meager diets of fish 
scraps and bread, but none reported serious injuries. In 
a two-hour meeting with U.S. reporters at Havana's 
Combinado del Este prison, they told of being threaten
ed and put into "cold rooms" or solitary confinement to 
force confessions. 

But all of it seemed forgotten amid the laughter and 
tears and yellow ribbons - a welcome-home symbol 
popularized by the song "Tie A Yellow Ribbon." 

Anne Sanders flew down from Augusta, Maine, 
with 100 yellow ribbons tied on a tiny artificial Christ
mas tree. She was waiting for Edward King, her fiance 
who was charged with drug smuggling and illegal 
entry last January . 

"We're going to be married. We're going to be mar
ried," Sanders said over and over again. . 

There were homemade signs everywhere yester
day. Robert Benanti perched atop a barricade holding a 

PI••••••• FBF.ED, 4A 

Debbie and Doug Seay did not find their friend among arri~als 
• ~ 1_ 
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FREED, from 1A 

welcome sign for his son , 
Robert Bennett. 

Bennett, a 31-year-old aircraft 
broker charged with immigration 
violation after his twin-engine 
Beechcraft strayed into Cuban air
space in March 1979, was the first 
man off the plane. After the flash of 
recognition, he waved to his father. 

"How the hell are you doing?" 
Bena nti asked in a fatherly tone. 

"Hey. Pop," his son replied, em
bracing his father over a rope and 
barricade that separated them. 

Bennett's wife Karen waved her 
yellow ribbon. 

" You OK?" he asked her as he 
hugged and kissed her. 

" I'm OK if you're OK," she said 
nervously. 

Bennett and other prisoners said 
that the Cuban government's deci
sion to free them was purely politi
cal. 

"They're definitely afraid of Ron
ald Reagan," Bennett said. "They 
don 't want to see him in office, so 
they thought it would be conven
ient to let us go." 

The Cuban government has said 
that all U.S. prisoners are being re
leased in response to appeals from 
congressmen, social organizations 
a nd relatives of the prisoners. But 
diplomatic sources agreed with 
Bennett. They speculated the move 
was another in a series of concilia
tory gestures by Cuba. 

[n September , the Cubans abrupt
ly closed Mariel harbor to "freedom 
flotilla" boats that had ferried more 
than 125,000 illegal refugees to the 
United States, and the Cubans also 
he lped undercut a spate of hijack
ings by returning two suspects to 
the United States to face charges. 

But yesterday the jubilant rela
tives and prisoners did not seem to 
care why they had been released. 

"God works in mysterious 
ways," said Mary Bailey, whose 
husband Melvin Bailey and friend 
Walter Thomas White were arrest
ed shortly after droppi ng religious 
pamphlets from their small plane as 
it flew over the Cuban countryside. 

She and White's relatives carried 
a banner which said, "There is no 
God like ours." Bailey said God was 
his inspiration during the 18 months 
he served on charges of "pam
phleetering." 

"Oh yes, I'd go back tomorrow 
and do it again," said White, 32, of 
Glendale , Calif. , as he picked up his 
5-year,0Id daughter, Dorothy, who 
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Karen Bennett wipes away tears as husband Bob returns 

gave him flowers . . 
White, Bailey and other Amen

cans complained that Cuban author
ities tried to force them to confess 
to being either a Central Intelli
gence Agency spy or a drug smug
gler. 

"They wanted a CIA confession," 
said White. "All I would confess to 
is being a Christian." 

He said Cuban authorities at first 
placed him in a series of increasing
ly colder refrigerated rooms for 
two weeks, then put him in solitary 
confinement with a black hood over 
his head for three months in an ef
fort to elicit a confession. 

For Walter Clark, who had been 
flying with Bennett last year, being 
home with his three children was 

enough to make him forget all the 

mental toruture. He kissed his two 

daughters and son over and over 

again, staring at their faces in dis 

belief. 


"He feels so cheated," explained 

his wife, Juanita. "Two years is a 

lot when you haven 't seen your 


I kids." 
But it was not all JOY at Tamiaml. 

Debbie Seay and her brot her Doug 
kept a lonely vigil near the fire sta
tion where the prisoners were 
being processed by U.S. Customs 

' and Immigration officers. They 
cried in each other's arms. 

Both had come from Atlanta in 
hopes that Doug's friend, Larry Rit
ter, believed to be lost in Cuba, 
might be returned with the prison
ers. But he was not among the 30 
who arrived. 

"We had just hoped , just hoped 
_.... Debbie said before she broke 
down in tears . 

For five of the 30 men, the new 
freedom was short-lived . The men 
- Henry Jackson. Lewis Moore, 
Melvin Cale, Anthony Bryant and 
Terry Byerly - were taken to jail. 
They are scheduled to appear be
fore a U.S. magistrate today. Four 
were identified as accused hijackers 
of U.S. aircraft. The fifth is accused 
of violating federal parole, said U.S. 
Marshal Donald Forscht. 

During the flight from Cuba, the 
Americans were kept in handcuffs 
and accompanied by 10 marshals 
because "some of these guys are ex
perienced hijackers," said a diplo
mat at the U.S. Interests Section in 
Havana. This did not prevent them 
from cheering and clapping when 
they sighted Florida . 

When they landed, the five facing 
charges remained handcuffed 
and they didn't seem to mind . 

Anthony Bryant, an admitted hi
jacker who had been held in Cuba 
II years, the longest of the Ameri
cans, was all smiles. 

"I'm deliriously happy ," said 
Bryant, a 42-year-old former Black 
Panther who hijacked a plane to ( 
Cuba in 1969. "\t's the greatest 
country in the world," he said of \ 
the United States. 



· · I ' l" if; ~~:l dH'IJac "er ,!~,$ ':::(j-)'a ' 

He~s Bacl{ in U.S., 
Riails . A~~inst Reds 
/'1.uv~{t), ~J__ J~ 

MOORE" . ~~~db'. 
By MARY VOBORIL 

Herald Sfaff Writer 

One of 30 Americans just freed 
from Cuban jails asked a hushed 
courtroom audience Tuesday to 
wipe out communism, "humanity's 
Vomit." 
. Anthony Garnet Bryant , accused 
of hijacking a plane from New York 
to Cuba in 1969, first told U,S, Mag
istrate Charlen,e Sorrenlino that he 
was "deliriously happy to be back" 
in the United States. 

Then he turned to thr audience, 
"I spent 12 years in Cuba," he 

said, "Communism is humanity's 
vomit. Wipe it out." 

Bryant, who arrived Monday 
from Havana, is being lJeJd on 
$500,000 bond. He had grinned 
broadly throughout his brief initial 
appearance in U.s. District Court in 
Miami. 

"I've never seen anybody smile 
quite so much. You look like you're 
happy to be here," Sorrentino said. 
After his statements, she welcomed 
him back to the United States. 

A FEDERAL public defender was 
appointed to represent him, and a 
hearing on whether he should be 
sent back to New York to face air 
piracy charges was set for Nov,S , 

Also in federal court Tuesday 
were two suspected rapists and a 
third man accused of hijacking a 
Southern Airways flight bound for 
Miami from Memphis, Tenn" in 
1972. 

They, too, were among the 30 

Americans released from Cuban 
jails Monday. 

In that hijacking, the pJane criss
crossed the country in a 3:0-hour, 
three-nation odyssey in ' ..;v.hich a: 
ransom of $2 million was paid, a co
pilot was shot in the right arm and 
one of 26 passengers on board suf
fered a heart attack, 

Like Bryant , Henry DeWilliam" 
Jackson Jr., Melvin Charles Cale 
and Louis Moore, also known <\s 
Louis Douglas Cale, are being held 
on $500,000 bonds. 

At the timf of the hijacking, 
Jackson and Moore were being 
sought by Detroit authorities in 
connection with nine rapes, two as
saults with intent to rape and one 
gross indecency case. 

MOORE, HOLDING a dog-eared, 
crumbling piece of paper, ajso start 
ed to make a statement. 

"We want to appeal to this court 
that we not be tried for any alleged 
crimes," Moore said. 

All three men swore they were 
without money to hire an attorney. 
Sorrentino appointed Ron Dresnick, 
Mike Doddo and Mike Brodsky to 
represent them and set a removal 
hearing for Nov. 5. 

A fifth American who was re
leased from Cuban jails Monday 
only to face criminal charges in the 
United States was Terry Byerly. 

Byerly, also known as David 
Keene , is wanted for breaking pa
role in High Point, N .C. Sorrentino 
ordered him held without bond, 
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noting that federal law makes no 
Charles WfliLcd is 01, special as  p rovision for bond ill parolE' vi ola 

signment. H is co lurnl! will resume t io n cases . By er ly was parol ed in 
wilen he rctll Tll S_ connect ion wi th a narcotics casco 



Priso officials try 
to clear Atlanta pen 
for Cuban p risoners 
stlw~~(r~~ I I~ are almost 800 Cubans in the facili-
Cox New. Service ~~~~~ ty. Aun said the total would reach 

about 1,500. 
ATLANTA - Several hundred The Atlanta prison was chosen to 

American prisoners may soon be hold all of the Cubans "because it's 
moved out of the Atlanta Federal big," AUn said. "It's the only insti
Penitentiary to make room for tution that could hold them all." 
Cuban detainees, a federal prisons He said 40 prison staff members 
official says. are taking a crash course in Spanish 

The Bureau of Prisons is trying to in anticipation of the move. 
get authorization from the U.S. Jus- Several American prisoners who 
tice Department and the Immigra- were to be transferred out of the 
tion and Naturalization Service to Atlanta prison in anticipation of its 
move between 800 and 900 Cubans closing have filed suit in federal 
out of 14 other prisons and into the court recently demanding to be al
Atlanta pen. lowed to remain close to their fami

"Our idea is to consolidate all the lies and lawyers. 
Cuban detainees in Atlanta to make Those transfers had nothing to do 
it easier for the immigration service with the current question of the in
to hold hearings and so on," said flux of Cubans, but court rulings in 
Mike Aun, public information offi- those' cases could make the move of 
cer for the Bureau of Prisons. the Cubans difficult. 

At McNeil Island Federal Peni
He said he does not know how tentiary in the state of Washington, 

soon the move might take place. "It 200 Cubans won a federal court rul
hasn't been approved yet," he said, ing saying that they could not be 
adding that he expects approval by move because they have a lawyer
the Justice Department. client relationship with tile King

Al! the American prisoners in the County Legal Aid Society. If the 
prison would either be moved to Bureau' of Prisons is successful in 
other federal prisons or would leave moving the Cubans to Atlanta, the 
"through attrition," Aun said. 200 in Washington will still have to 

The Atlanta pen is scheduled to remain at McNeil Island because of 
close by fall of 1984. There already the ruling. 

MP wounds escaped~ka~sas rJ~fug~e. 
Associated Pre" ,.' ~f" t!Xk'{) I .;> A. 

rs tlftl er. ft'f 
FORT CAFFEE, Ark. - A McKinney said Martinez was 

Cuban refugee who escaped from captured about one hour later on 
the psychiatric area at the Fort the base golf course after being shot 
Chaffee was shot and wounded by a by the military policeman in self
military policeman yesterday after defense. 
he charged at the officer with' a "I ·was informed the refugee was 
rake, a base spokesman said. armed with a garden-type rake and 

The refugee, identified as Mario charged the MP, ignoring warnings 
Paez Martinez, 25, was listed in sta- to stop," McKinney said. 
ble condition at a Fort Smith hospi- McKinney said the refugee was 
tal, authorities said. serving a 50-day sentence of con .. 

Martinez escaped from the maxi- finement imposed by the U.S. mag-
mum security portion of the psychi- istrate following a conviction for 
atric area at the resettlement center assault upon a federal officer. The 
shortly before midnight, according refugee recently had been transfer
to Col. Harold McKinney, a public red to the psychiatric area. 



H vana t day: Ac anc.e 

JO THOMAS 
The New York TImes Hews Service 

, Mariel suggests to both countries 
HAVANA - Havana appears far less tense today 

than It was In the frantic days last spring when 10800 that two countries so close together 
people rushed onto the grounds of the Peruvian Embas should normalize their relations and 
sy, complaining about everything from a lack of free

dom to a lack of shoes , and Cubans sailed by the thou respect one another 's immigration 

sands for Florida, jeered by those they left behind. 
 laws ' .Gone are the signs saying "Good Riddance'" and 

the bnght red anti -American posters showing machine 

guns and warning Yankees to "Remember Giron," the 

Cuban name for the Bay of Pigs. 


and services. Earlier this year, farmers who met theirBut more important are the small notices that have 
production quotas were allowed to sell their surplus inbegun to appear in. the supplement to the monthly farmers' markets. . 

~ewspaper, Opina. "Fix your gas stove," says one add-
Employers can contract independently for workersIng that the service is "fast and dependable." ' 

without having to go to the state's central lab.or pool, . Other cla~sified ads offer foreign-language instruc
as long as the worker is registered with the state. AntIOn or repaIrs to televisions, washing machines or 
advertisment in the latest issue of Opina solicits five marble. Some offer photographic services, car rentals, 
economic directors, five accountants and six work ormagIc shows and clowns . 
gani~ers for the paint department of the SpeCial Auto The ad.vertis~ments are evidence of a development ServIce BUSiness. The requirements include a "moralt~at .Amencan dIplomats here see as significant: the be
outlook i~ accord with the principles of our sOciety ." glnnl~g of a private-service sector in the economy . For 

Amencan observers see the increased liberalizationthe fIrst tIme, two people can contract for services 
as the continuation ?f a trend that seemed, during thewIthout going through the state. 
refugee cnsls 111 Apnl and May, to be in danger of stopThe diplomats see the development as part of a 
pIng, but now seems stronger than ever. They also see trend that be?~n last year to liberalize the Cuban econ
It as an effort to ease discontent and tension among omy by provIdIng more incentives, flexibility and effi consumers.ciency and trying to ease consumer demand for goods 

Although 125,262 Cubans left the country between 

Wednesday, October 29. 1980 0 The Miami News • 313A 

to buy some shoes 
April 21 and Sept. 26, when President Fidel Castro can diplomat, " that two countries so close together 
closed the port of Mariel, Cuban officials estimate there should normalize their relations and respect one anoth
are still about 375,000 who would like to get out. er 's immigration laws." The release this week of 33 

Cuban and American officials have agreed that 600 American prisoners serving sentences for offenses 
refugees stranded at Mariel when the boatJift to Flori ranging from hijacking and drug smuggling to illegal 
da was cut short will be allowed to leave the country, entry was seen by both Cubans and Americans here as 
but there are no special arrangem~nts for the others . one in a series of efforts by Cuba to improve its rela

Since last spring's exodus began, Cuban officials tionship with the United States. 
have conceded privately that they .knew their society Some of those who were in custody 'in Cuba had 
would have to absorb those left behind . They expressed been arrested after being chased into Cuban waters by 
optimism they could do it without severe problems. In the U.S. Coast Guard. The Coast Guard and the Cuban 
recent weeks, in an apparent effort to make life more border guard cooperate informally against suspected 
enjoyable for those who stayed, the prices of many drug traffickers . ' 
consumer goods have been cut, sometimes by 50 per The release of the American prisoners was de
cent. scribed by the Cuban government as a goodwill gesture 

A Cuban housewife said she saw "a wonderful in response to requests from relatives, members of 
flowered blouse" that used to cost 100 pesos, or $143, Congress and private organizations. 
that now cost 50 pesos. She added: "Ws still expensive, There have been other subtle signs that Cuba is try
but possible. What I'd really like and can't get are com ing to ease tension in the region. Direct flights to Ja
fortable shoes." maica have reportedly been canceled until after the' 

In the storage room of the U.S . Interests Section in elections to be held there Thursday. The Cubans have 
the Swiss Em bassy there is a growing pile of bags repeatedly been accused of interfering in those elec
filled with mail from Cubans who want to leave the tions, a charge they deny. 
country. American officials stopped counting the let No one here expects any dramatic or immediate im
ters when the number. reached 6,000, and that was provement in Cuban-American relations . But diplomat
many mailbags ago. There is only a small consular staff ic observers in Havana have suggested the possibility
to read the visa reports , and the handwritten letters of a small but significant goodwill gesture by the Unit
that have been opened lie stacked in boxes waiting for ed States. such as the dropping of the embargo on med
someone to consider them. icine. cultural exchanges. or even scheduled air service 

"Mariel suggests to both countries," said an Ameri- between Miami and Havana . 



Cuba wants to ,renew t ies, diplomats say 
"m.t:i~&~ it;£;-1/; _/o10m"k ee''''", ,,' " eo' to two ""',, of ""' 'gce,' \h" C"teo " 'ook'''g fot "m, "

cold war between the two countnes, ciprocal move from th e Americans . 
HAVANA - Cuba 's conciliatory actions and . The r~lease of 33 Americans f~om a Havana One source suggested several possibilities: in-

statements over the past several months point to prison this .week was th e latest In a se~les of auguration of reg ular ly scheduled air service be-
one conclusion , diplomats say: The Co mmu nis t small conciliatory steps towa rd Washington tween the two countries, cu ltural exchanges, a 
island nation wants to restore full rela tions wi th made since last spring. se lective lifting of th e U.S. embargo for items 
the United States, The belief that Cuba wants to restore full reo like medicines, or even the visit of a major 

But th e next move is up to the United States, lations is " nothing new," said Don Mathis of the league Ame rican team to baseball-loving Cuba. 
Cuban government sourc.es say. Whether State Department's Cuba Desk . "But we have no "But they can't expec t any action on the big 
through baseball , ballet or loosenin g the eco- indication th ey' re waiting for us to move next. items," said this diplomat, such as lifting th e 
n omic embargo, they say , it 's time for the Uni ted They don ' t say any of those things were concilia- economic embargo, suspending Amer ican recon-
States to take the lead in the new diplomatic tory or in anticipation, of any effort on the part naissance flights over Cuba, and return ing the 
dance with Cuba. of the United States." Guantanamo Bay U.S , naval base to Cuban con-

Their goal is eventual restoration of full dip - But Non-Cuban diplomatic observers in Ha- trol. 

War den f ears trouble in refugees sent to pen 
A~sQdat"d Press. across the United States to the Atl anta pen . 

ATLANTA - A proposal to move as many as 800 "Since they are detainees, not prisoners, we would 
Cuban de tai nees to the Atlanta Federal Penitentiary have to run the facility like a big jail; The structure will 
could ca use trouble because gua rds wou ld ha ve to run change because it wi ll be a detention center rather than 
the facili ty like a massive jail , t he warde n says , a prison," said Warden Jack Hanberry. Hanberry said 


Officials said yesterda y they would decide by next he expects a decision on the proposal by the end of 

.week whether to transfer the refugees from 14 prisons next week . 
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U .S . to f.ree Many of the 1,769 Cuban refugees kept in pris
ons across the United Stat es since their arrival on .. 	 - -I d the boatlift from Mariel will soon be freed a federma n Y Jalealofficial indicated today. - ' 

"The Qnly ones that will be kept in prison will 
_ 	 be those who have committed serious crimes" said 

Gabriel Gomez~~el Rio, a special adviser to the fed-
eraI Cuban-Haitian Task Force. He predicted thatS I nC e M arl-e I 

I most will be freed. - · I h· t . Gomez-del Rio said the government is establishff Ia Insole 	 IIlg boards to review the cases of all the imprisoned
refugees and has already decided to free 30 Cuban 
women who have been in jail since arriving in the 
Freedom Flotilla. 

"The women have been accused of everything 
from prostitution and robbery to forgery and extor
tion," said Gomez-del Rio. 

He said U.S. Attorney General Benjamin Civilet
ti ordered creation of a three-member board of re
view in each of the prisons where Cuban entrants 
are being held because of alleged crimes committed 
in Cuba. 

The Cubans are being held at McNeill Island 
Prison in Washington state, Talladega Prison in AI· 
abama and the federal penitentiary in Atlanta. The 
30 women are being held in Brooklyn Correctional 
Institute for Women in New York. 

The review boards are to be composed of 
Gomez-del Rio and an immigration officer and a 

Please see REFUGEES. 4A 

REFUGEES, from 1A ffi&.J~(fi 
trial attor women to be release have been Gomez-del Rio also said that in 

ney from each of the penitentiaries: warned that if they're ever caught some cases these women took to 
Gomez-del Rio said he expects committing a crime in the United crime because of rough conditions 

the reviews to be finished by the States, they'll be punished. in Cuba. 
end of the year. "1 have spoken to them personal· 

The review boards will recom Iy, I have talked to them as a "I talked to one of them who was 
mend which Cuban entrants should countryman and I think I have in because she confessed to being a 
be released to the nation's chief made them understand that they prostitute and I asked her why she 
trial attorney,Pau~ Vincent, have a new life and they told me did it . She answered with another 
Gomez-del Rio said. that they will behave from now question: 'What would you do j-f 

Gomez-del Rio said the 30 on ," he said. your kid was hungry?' " 
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Common language aids in 
country's understandin~ 
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Educator opposes fiat bilingualism 

• Malvina Liebman retired in 1979 

from her post as an education profes
sor at the University of Miami. Earlier. 
she was director of elementary educa
tion for Dade County. 

MAL VINA LIEBMAN 
Speciill to The Miami New$ 

To start a spirited discussion in Dade 
County one has only to mention the 
word "bilingualism ." Fueled by indigna
tion , apprehension and resistance to 
change. voices frequently become loud
er and thinking muddied. 

The issue has come into sharp focus 
because of the November referendum in 
which voters are being asked to decide 
whether or not to continue Dade County 
as Officially bilingual. This official bilin
gualism consists of printing ballots and 
certain legal documents and brochures 
in both English and Spanish. 

Those in favor of retaining official bi
lingualism point out that more than one 
third of Dade County's population is 
Spanish speaking; that the Cubans 
(those who arrived prior to the recent 
boatlift) are responsible for improving 
the local economy; that the Spanish 
speaking residents have contributed to 
the increase in Latin American trade; 
that ' color and variety have resulted 
from the infusion of Spanish foods, 
music, architecture and language. 

This is basically true, although there 
is no agreement as to the extent and im
portance of the contributions. 

Those who advocate a return to Eng
lish as the only official language say 
that with bilingualism, government 
costs are increased through the double 
printing policy and the staffing and 
maintenance of such agencies as the Of
fice for Latin American Affairs. 

..:-~Q53-=--)~.-' ./ 
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Liebman 

They express great annoyance and 
frustration if, When they call a pOlice 
department, hospital, hotel or school, 
they are answered by a person who has 
difficulty in speaking English. They de
clare the unfairness of employment of 
Spanish speaking people over others 
who are more qualified. 

It is to them insufferable that Spanish 
speaking doctors and lawyers ask that 
qualifying state examinations be given 
in Spanish or that many teachers in the 
public schOOls speak a heavily accented 
English and that it seems more Spanish 
than English is heard in the halls and 
offices. They are also of tended when 
salespeople in stores assume that the 
customers are Latin American and ad
dress them in Spanish. ' 

Resentment runs high at the thought 
of tax dollars being expended on wel
fare, Social Security benefits, medical 
costs and education for people who 
seem reluctant to learn the language of 
the country or to become Americans. 
The complaints are many. 

But, except tor the expense involVed 
in printing and staffing costs, neither 

, America is not a melting pot (from) which all 
peoples . .. emerge as an unidentifiable cultural 
glob. (It) is like a rich tapestry of colors and textures 
and patterns contributed by refugees and 
immigrants from many countries, woven into the 
foundation warp of the English language and the 
American value system, 

the arguments of those opposed to the 
present state of affairs, nor those of in
dividuals in favor of them have any re
lationship to the issue of official bilin
gualism in Dade County. 

The only question to be resolved 
through the referendum is, "ShOUld 
Dade County print ballots and bro
chures and certain legal documents in 
both English and Spanish?" This may 
not seem to be an earth shaking prob
lem. However, neither is it as Simple or 
as uncomplicated as it may first appear. 

The United States has been and is the 
principal country of immigration in the 
world. Excepting the American Indian, 
all of our population came from some
where else. 

As each national group arrived, it 
fonned an ethnic colony In which 
shared language, customs and memories 
made adjustment to the new land less 
confUSing and more gradual. However, 
this was recognized as a way station in 
achieving the eagerly-sought goal of 
Americanization. 

The night schools were filled with 
people of all ages and nationalities who 
studied English and prepared for citi
zenship. One of the highetit compliment!> 

which could be paid an immigrant was . 
"You're getting to be a regular Yan
kee!" 

America is not a melting pot into 
which all peoples are thrown to emerge 

as an unidentifiable cultural ~Iob. The 
American civilization is more like a rich 
tapestry of the colors and textures and 
patterns contri buted by refugees ~nd 
immigrants from " p1any countries. 

woven into the foundation warp of the 
English language and the American 
value system. 

The public schools were probably' the 
most important influence in American
ization. Besides providing a commonali
ty of experience and orientation to the 
new country, the school taught English 
to the stUdents and, through them, to 

. other family members . 
Some of the older people found the 

difficulty of learning a new language in
surmountable but most did not. 

Without the use of a common lan
guage , common understandings would 
have been difficult to achieve, common 
interests would have been minimized, 
and differences would have been em
phasized . 



The Hungarians, Italians, Russians, 
Germans, Poles and others who came to 
our shores to improve their opportuni
ties for a good life for themselves and 
their children certainly did not expect 
their host country to make language ad
justments to ease their difficulty with 
English. On the contrary, their need to 
communicate provided the incentive to 
quickly learn the new language and 
enter the mainstream of American life. 

People often seek association with 
others who share their language, ethnic 
experience, religion, profession or other 
important interests, but unless the na
tional culture and interests are more en
compassing and motivating than the pa
rochial, a dangerous polarization occurs . 

We\l-known exam"ples of polarization 
centered in language preference are the 
serious, long-standing controversies oc
curring in Canada and Belgium. In each 
case, political parties have formed 
around the issue of language preference. 
There is serious talk of secession of part 
of each country because of language dif
ferences. A deeply embedded, continu
ing hostility has developed between the 
language groups which threatens the 
economy and the very foundations of 
government. 

It is natural that an immigrating 
group.f~ls nostalgia for its original cUl
ture. Most selected memories improve 
with the softening focus of time and the 
security of distance. 

It is, however, impossible and unde
sirable to carry the old culture in its en
tirety into the new setting or to super
impose it on the majority culture. Many 
aspects of the cultural heritage can and 
should be maintained through the home. 
religious organizations, social grQups 
and private. ethnic and volunteer ef
forts , 

Many ethnic groups have done this 
over long periods of time. The Jews, 
through 2,000 years of dispersion, have 
continued an ethnic and religious CUl
ture, including a language. Oriental 
groups have similarly, privately, main
tained their languages, customs, mores, 
food habits and festivals while function
ing as citizens of various countries. 

The very existence of the contempo
rary world is threatened by conflicts in 
value systems and needs and by the 
grasping desire for power. These con
flicts, in greater or smaller scale, are re
peated on international. national and 
local levels, 

The continuance of a language other 
than English as "official" is both myop
ic and dangerou5
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By SHULA BEYER werr each given a $]00 raise. 
H"-'rald Siaff Write r 

The Hialeah class in "Spanish SIJUl'ilil' ;,1 MIGUEL LOPEZ, di';ector of social ser

Patterns" never existed , 
 vices for the Hialeah Housing Authority, and 


No students <'ver showed lip fOJ l ile' " 111 ,'  Lourdes Garcia. director of the hot lunch pro

tory of the United States si nc p 1SI'; " c l a s~, gl'am, were charged by State Attorney Janet 


However, at the end of , the I :1 i)D sprin g Reno WI th two counts of second-degree 
and summer semesters th e bi];n .!< uai drpar t grand theft for accepting $2,732 salary each 
m~nt of Miami-Dade Comm unil \' C(Jitf' b C ;T  from the college for classes they never 

tJught.celved complete at t0n d i!.I1CE' r ecord" ;:nd 
grades for senior citi z en s who were pa rn in g Roberto Si meon of 3048 NW 16th St..college credit in the off-campu~ c()ur~<?s , hired by the college to teach off-campus 

Wednesday two high-Ievrd ufficiais of til(> Spallish courses in Hialeah. also was charged 
Hialeah Housing Authority w ere a )T<?s lrd for with two counts of second-degree grand 
pocketing hundreds of dollars ill salarics I heft in th e same scheme. ' 
from the college for the phani om COiI fSPS, 

Offi~ials of the Hialeah Housing Authority,
In fact, foj the second semrs ter, whicii a semI-autonomous agency that supervises

started April 29 and ended .lui,' :Z,J. the\' [he city's public housing projects. expressed 

Off-Campus Courses 
dismay at the arrest of the employes. liam, a resident of the Ashley Plaza. a se nior 

"I'm very sorry t.hat that's how it came citizen housing project at 70 E. Seventh St. in 
out," said Fred Rojas, the authority's direc Hialeah, where most of the "stUdents" live. 
tor , who suspended the employes with pay in Miliam was one of more than 20 senior cit 
September when he found out about th~ izens who were questioned by State Attor
State Attorney's investigation. The employes ney's investigators. Miliam said her name ap
ha ve since resigned. peared on a class Jist for an English course 

According to the State Attorney's office, even though she had never enrolled Some
all three submitted official class rolls and one , she said , had forged her signature on the 
grades at the end of the spring and summer class list. 
academic terms, which lasted three months The investigation began thi s fall with the
each, college's auditing department, which annual

HOWEVER, investigators questiqned the ly selects several off-campus sites to investi 
Hialeah senior citizens whQ were enrblled for gate. said Maggie Manrara, director of the 
th e classes and discovered that none had en college's auditing department. 
rolled or attended. The college is investigating several ot.her 

.. All the senior citizens were wondering off-campus sites, she said, but Hialeah "is the 
who put their names on the list," said Fe Mi- worst." 
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mastered these concepts in Spanish, Gonzalez "These students were failing biology. TheyHerald Slaff Writer 

Biology was a yawn and taught in' English 
It meant an F. 

But when Puerto Rican teacher Hilda Gon
zalez started teaching biology in Spanish, the 
Latin students at Miami Coral Park Senior High 
School woke up and paid close attention. 

The Fs went away with the yawns, and the 
school system took notice . 

This year, faced with thousands of Cuban 
refugees, the Dade County public schools put 
Gonzalez to work . 

Since school began in September, Gonzalez 
has been sharing her bilingual biology classes 
with 1,300 Latin high school students in 11 
Dade County senior high schools. 

Twice weekly , Gonzalez, 49, who has 
taught biology in Dade County for Hi years, 
goes on closed circuit television and explains to 
t~e stud~nts in Spanish the basic elements of 
bIOchemistry. 

CELLS BECOME celulas, the brain becomes 
ce rebro , and the spinal cord, medula espina/. 

said, they will be taught their English transla
tions. ' 

"I'm not teaching them Spanish," she said, 
bustling about her small, cramped office at 
school board headquarters in downtown 
Miami. 

"I want them to learn English , and biology 
is the vehicle," added Gonzalez, who started 
teaching the bilingual biology class at Miami 
Coral Park Senior High School in 1974. 

The televised bilingual biology program 
was started this year by the school system in 
response to a large number of Cuban refugee 
students - about 1,300 - who have enrolled 
in county high schools, said Harriet Ehrhard, 
supervisor of science education for Dade Coun
ty schools. 

"We couldn't just sit there. We had to do 
something," Ehrhard said. 

BUT OTHER Hispanic students _ Colom
bians, Nicaraguans, Equatorians, Puerto Ricans 
- will also benefit from the bilingual biology 

were very frustrated. Their attitude was nega-
I tive. They had discipline problems," she said. 

Gonzalez has already taped 19 of 90 televi
sion shows that are currently being seen by 
Latin students" in 11 senior high school in the 
county.. 

She works with a two-week lead time and 
works over biology textbooks four days a 
week to write the script. 

But not all of her work is drudgery. Fridays 
are for glamor. That's when the program is 
videotaped. 

On Thursdays, Gonzalez goes to the beauty 
parlor and has her hair done. It's part of her 
television personality, she explains . She wants 
to look professional and dignified. 

During her first Friday taping, she was jit
tery and had butterflies in her stomach. 

The cameramen bet 5 cents she would 
k . t k d t f' . h h 30 . rna e a mlS .a. e an no lOIS t e -mlllute 

segment on time . 
They lost the bet. 

~ 
~. 



/\;f I.d../ Ti<13 h' 30 ·"ld C- I Ch ' I BOI' I l'BoAkL-S-, 10 fogy cae er Hi a onza ez ee (8 l Ingua a pe 
\5~' 
~~-'-.. . 



Hijacker 
Ml4.J~.crJ 


ReI aIDS 
~I 1ft

I~~~o 
:\ 'Ji(· h a(' '- Fi nnt' r 
Talks of Ex.ife 

By GARY MOORE 
He-raid Staff Writer 

A block from the imposing gTan
i le staIrs of the Capitolio, on a nar
r ow side street, in a vault-like old 
hote l - full of ghosts and peeling· 
banister rails - lives The Man 
Without a Country. 

1980s style . 

The place is Havana. 

The man is Michael Finney. 

Slim, articulate Michael Finney 


has been a free-roaming resident of 
Havana for eight years, by his own 
estimate. For six weeks before that 
he sat in a Cuban jail cell - back in 
1971 - in solitary confinement for 
intf'rrogatlOn purposes. 

"I was very idealistic and very 
romantic," he says of that time a 
decade ago when he rather spectac
ularly disappeared from the U.S, 
"But not so much now. Time has a. 
tendency to mellow one's ideals. '" 

Former six-week prisoner, for
mer youth ful member of a radical 
black group in the lJ .5., Michael 
Finney is one of an undetermined 
number of enigmatic figures who 
made the phrase "Take me to 
Cuba!" a tired and tragic decade· 
long juke, and who then disap
peared into Cuban anonymity. 

MICHAEL FINNEY is an eSCal)ed 
hi jacker. 

"'The charges against me !,back in 
the U.S. j are very serious," he ad· 
mits . 

Finney, according to those 
charges, murdered a New Mexico 
state troope r before fleeing to Cuba 
in 1971. 

Mich ae l Finney did not return 
from Cuba with 30 American pris
oners who were released to flv 
homf' Monday aboard a Justice De
partment-chartered Air Florida jet. 

Nor was Finney one of lh~ 
mu ch-publicized three American 
prisoners who were a Iso released 
Monday, hut who chose not to re
turn to thei r homeland . 

Finney w as on no published list 
o f retu rn ee ~ or new rel eas es . 

i_ _ '\~ many as 75 or 80 hiJa ckrrs 

_ Turn Lo Page 22A Col. Ij 
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Adjusts to Eight Years in Cuba 

_ eloquent vOice of a scholar- He 

~ FROM PAGE I A 
are now living quietly inside Cuba. 
Some have studied at the university 
there . Some are married. At least 
one teaches in a Ha vana junior high 
school. One committed suicide by 
jumping from the roof of Havana's 
Hotel Naclonal. One drown pd. 

Their only common thread is that 
they are hijackers. 

There was the "family" of two 
men and two women who left a 
voodoo doll behind in their Detroit 
living room along with a scra wled 
message to " Fly Delta's Big Jets" 
shortly before they hijacked a Delta 
flight into Cuban mystery. 

There vvas the $26,OOO-a-year 
Commerce Department executive 
who. professing Maoism, hijacked a 
jctto Cuba with his son and two 
other youths . . 

AND THERE WAS Tyrone Ell
ington Austill. On April 23. 1971 
Austin was shot to death by potic~ 
In a New York bank holdup . He had 
disappeared into Cuba two' years 
before oh an Eastern flight he hi
jacked with the help of his wife, 
Lynda. No word has surfaced as to 
how-Austin got back to the United 
States. 

They remain clothed In mystery 
. skyjackers swallowed up by 

time. 
All have almost certainly served 

some time in Cuban prison , from a 
fe"" weeks to more than 11 years. 

According to Dorethea Hill , the 
mother of a hijacker who arri ved 
with Michael Finriey, Finney and 
his companions got light sentences 
in Cuba because members of the 
California-based Republic of New 
Africa flew to Havana in late 1971 
or early 1972 to vouch for their rev
olutionary credentials. 

* * * 
A CERTAIN languor lies on the 

old stone buildings of Havana, 
clothing their chipped facades and 
weathered balustrades like the pi Ilk 
llght of the sunset. It is still a volup
tuous City , though the mansions 
that were raucous and manicured in 
the days of Batista and. Meyer Lan
sky are pow decrepit. The U.s. 

trade embargo keeps battered '56 
Chevies and old British Hillmans on 
the streets. 

Poor kids dream realistically of 
medical school, and long lines form 
in front of restaurants in a city
where bureaucracy rises up like a 
great. invisible sigh. They legalized 
the black market last summer and 
installed capitalist incentives in sal
aries. Bright banners announcing 
the Soyuz flight of a Cuban-Russian 
cosmonaut team grace mildewed 
stucco. 

Michael Finney livps here. 
At sunset, pink light was blazing 

on the canyoned streets that flank 
the -old hotel. 

THREE WOMEN stood behind 
the battered counter in the lobby. 
Two other women - gue~ts on va
cation - rocked vigorollsly in 
high-backed chairs, and two men 
lounged before the ornate ironwork 
of the elevator door. 

Did they know Michael Finney? 
"Un negro?" asked one of the 

men . "Is he rather thin?" 
The elevator groaned upward 

with the man, then r~turned. Out 

stepped a medium-height black man 
with a beard, wearing an old green 
flannel-like shirt. 

"Michael Finney?" 
"No, I'm Mohammed." 
He was suspicious, uncertain cu

rious . Moving upstairs. into' the 
shadows and high ceilings of the 
second-floor hallway. he paused. 

Then he stopped almost as if par
aly zed, said, "[ better freeze on this 
man," refused to talk more and: 
back down at the desk, helplessly 
tried to say in English to the un
comprehending people there that he 
wanted no. more visitors. 

"This man tryin' to set me up," 
he told them, adding in desperately 
simplified English, "He know I no 
Mike Finney. My name Mohammed . 
. .. I no say nothing." 

!hen, a thin young man stepped 
bnskly from the elevator. widened 
his eyes, and said in concise general 
American English that whispered 
unmistakably of the upper middle 
class, "Oh, are yOll fellows from the 
States?" 

THIS WAS Michael Finney. This 
was the mystery man. Anythino but 
a sullen sociopath, he had the high, 
delicate forehead and the clipped, 

wore blue jeans and jogging shoes. 
He studi.es history at the university, 
is engaged to a local gi rl, and works 
now in Havana on contract to the 
government making macrame purs
es. 

But who, then, was the other 
guy? 

"I think he jacked from Los An
geles ," said Michael Finney, fur
rowing his brow thoughtfully, help
fully, as he sat in the lobby , "about 
six or seven months ago." . 

Voluptuous old Havana. ' now 
turned dour, solemn and chaste, is 
full of mysteries. 

* * * 

THE WIND was cold and lonely 
just eight miles west of Albuquer
que that night in November 1971 , 
when New Mexico state trooper 
Robert Rosenbloom stopped a new 
Ford in which three young black 
men were approaching town along 
the desolation of 1-40 . 

Michael Finney had rented the 
Ford in his home town of San Fran
cisco. He and his two companions 
had their risk-filled orders, accord
ing to Dorethea Hill, the mother of 
one of the men_ 

The orders had come from an of
ficer of the Republic of New Africa. 
The black radical group hoped to 
organize a new black nation - by 
using the ballot box and armed mili
tia to stave off backlash - in the 
steamy American Southeast. The 
orders were to bring guns, lots of 
guns, and dynamite, to Jackson, 
Miss. And the young trio of Bay 
Area residents resentfully agreed to 
take the risk_ 

OFFICER Robert Rosenbloom ra
dioed back that he had stopped an 

( 
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E xil e i s 'probably one of the most difficult hum a n 
cOT/ditions thut exists.... You're altvays h01l1eless. 
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o _ ,\lich~el Finne~, hijacker 

eastbound California car - license 
number 24EDH. He demanded to 
search the car's trunk. 

Dorethea Hill described it as her 
son Charles would later tell her 
one side of the story: "When they 
opened the trunk, then they had 
these guns, and then one word led 
to another, and the policeman was 
shot. " 

Dorethea Hill was then living in 
Albuquerque, and Charles Hill 
knew the area well. Albuquerque 
went wild: roadblocks, bulletins. 
house-to-house searches. For 19 
days the fugitives hid out in various 
houses, including the home of John
ny Vines, an Albuquerque airport 
employe. 

Then they made their break. In a 
midnight ruse they faked an auto
mobile breakdown, called a tow 
truck, and put a pistol to the driv
er's head. 

ACTING ON what an FBI official 
later said was Vines' advice, the 
tow truck crashed through a run
way fence, and the three fugitives, 
brandishing automatic weapons, 
dashed up the port-a-stairs behind 
the last passenger on TWA Flight 
106. 

Johnny Vines got five years for 
harboring fugitive~. Michael R. Fin
ney, Charles Hill and Ralph L. 
Goodwin landed once in Tampa for 
fuel, then went to Cuba.' 

Michael Finney left behind his 
studies at the University of Califor
nia, his upper-middle-class parents, 
and his I-year-old daughter, Malai
ka, with her mother in San Francis
co. "Malaika" means "angel" in 
Swahili. Finney was 19 years old. 

* * * 
SO THERE were three. 
Ralph Goodwin was 24 and the 

eldest of the three when the hijack· 
ing took place. Goodwin, like Fin
ney, left. behind an upper-middle
class background. His fatlJer was a 
California lawyer. At the time of 
the hijacking, Goodwin's father had 
just realized a lifetime dream: He 
had traveled to Africa. The elder 
Goodwin was slowly going blind. 
and he wanted just one glimpse of 
Africa before he was lost in night. 
Ralph Goodwin's sister had termi
nal ca ncer. Against this backdrop, 
that single .4S-caliber gunshot in 
the New Mexico night rang out. 

Four years passed. Ralph L. 
Goodwin was sunning on a Havana 
beach. He heard a cry for help. 
Goodwin swam out to save an un
identified bather. He drowned, ac· 

cording to the Swiss Embassy and 
the FBI 

So then there were two. 
Charles Hill and Michael Finney. 
HILL HAD been a rambler. From 

his bovhood home in New Mexico, 
he had" gone up to Alaska to work in 
his favorite uncle's construction 
business. Then to California. Unlike 
Finney and GooUwin. he was not a 
member of the I\cpublic of New Af
rica. 

Though he was an unimprisoned 
Havana resident for eight years, 

briefly studying electrical engineer
ing at the university, he eventually 
wound up in prison again, on 
charges of having forged a currency 
document. 

Hill was among the three prison
ers released Monday who chose not 
to return. Hill said that he is "defi 
nitely going back to the United 
States" as soon as he can "get infor
mation." 

That information has to do with 
the seriousness of charges that may 
be awaiting him. Hill's mother 
points out that the Albuquerque pa
pers are full of the Cuban prisoner 
release, and that the local district 
attorney is making a reelection 
issue of getting tough with the hi
jackers who shot the cop. 

"I DON'T think right now is the 
time for anybody to come back to 
New Mexico," Dorethea Hill said 
cautiously. 

She also provided a glimpse of 
how Hill may hope to escape the 
most serious charge he faces. 
"Mama, I didn't even see it when he 
was shot," Hill told his mother over 
the phone from Cuba, she said. Dor
ethea Hill says she remembers a 
yellowed clipping in which one of 
the hijacked stewardesses said that 
Ralph Goodwin made a confession 
on the plane - that it was he who 
shot state policeman Rosenbloom. 

When asked about the possibility 
that Hill and Finney could attribute 
the shooting to Goodwin, Albuquer
que FBI special agent Ed Sauer said 
drily, "Goodwin's dead. I'd lay it all 
Goodwin." 

* * * 
SITTING IN the dingy lobby of 

the Havana Hotel, Michael Finney is 
alert, energetic. He listens carefully 
to the questions asked him, and 
when he sidesteps, he does it as 
neatly and inoffensively as a prac
ticed politician. 

Exile, he says, is "probably one 
of the most difficult human condI
tions that exists.... You're always 
homeless. You're always in a place 
that's not yours." . 

When Finney, Hill and Goodw1l1 
were first released from Cuban 111

terrogation in 1971, they were pro
vided with a monthly allowance of 
40 pesos· - a little less than $40 
by the Cuban government. . 

Their lodging also was l?rovlded 

by the government - at fIrst 111 a 

house at the outskirts of Havana, 

then in various hotels. Michael F1I1
ney says he has worked at a variety 

of jobs: cutting sugar cane, d01l1g 

some teaching. Working or not: he 

got the same 40 pesos. Plus clga

rets. 


AND HOW HAS it been, the real· 

ity of living under Cuban commu

nism? 


A very dangerous question for 

Michael Finney. 


"I ran into many things that were 

difficult to understand," he says 

carefully, "from an ideolo.g!cal 

point of view. and from a polIttcal 

point of view." . 


He won't say what thi ngs. Aga1l1 

very carefully, he says, "My posi

tion is that I support the pnnclples 

of the Cuban revolutionary move

ment." 


Though, like the mysterious "Mo

hammed," he spoke no Spanish at 

all when he landed, Finney's Span

ish is now "perfecto," as he curtly 

says. With hardly a trace of A.meri

can accent, yet still with a: hInt of 

something not quite Cuban, Fi~ney 

is often mistaken in Havana for a 


Puerto Rican. 

HE WAS JUST another face in 
the crowd in Havana. He had dinner 
one night with two Americ?-n offi 
cials at the U.S. Interests Section. 
He met a young Cuban woman, and 
is now engaged. 

Yes, he says, he would like to go 
back to the United States. 

He still insists that the TWA hi
jacking "was never an idea. I hi
jacked a plane to save my life." 

He writes long letters to Malaika, 
who lives with her mother in San 
Francisco. Maybe she. will visit hi 'V. 
in Havana next year. "She's going 
to school - very artistic, very in
telligent." She's learning to play the 
flute. Next month she will be 10 
years old. . 

Michael Finney will soon be 30. 
"For me to get back Ito the 

states I," he says with neither visi
ble bitterness nor apparen t self
pity, "I think, is almost impossible." 
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By BILL LAZARUS 
Herald Staff Wr iter 

fn an effort to control a mush
't room ing crime rate, the Miami City 
~. ;: Commission Thursday urged immi
r " grati on off icials to revoke the pa
,. roles of refu gees found guilty of fe

' lonies or ser ious misdemeanors. 
MaVor Maurice Ferre told the 

". council th a t the INS has failed to 
: enforce a r uling by the U. S. Attor
" ney Genera l that strips immigrants 
: ·of thei r s tatus as applicants for po: 

li tical asy lum and puts them under 
custody of the INS when the refu
gees -are convicted of serious 
crimes . 

The commission voted unani
mously t hut the Attorney General's 

~ - r ul ine sh ould be enforced because 
.-~ the cr im inal refugees should be the 

responsibili ty of the federal govern
mr;lt an d not of the local judicial 
system _ ' 

• 
' r ACCORDING T O figures 'dis

dosed Wednesday by Dade's Crimi
_ Il al Justice Council, serious crimes 

:" in Miami soared in 1980. Comparing 
.. ... crime ra tes fo r April-September of 
., ~. 1979 w it lJ t he same period of 1980, 

. th e council fo und homicides up 103 

. :-::.================ 

Ca~lro ·dlilllp~.'d t! O"~',;.:'vL; (,I' 
Cubans l h a t \H' don 'I \\ ant ill 0 111" 

comm uni ty... "IH'II '\t' HI"_'!H'd ull r 
doors to ]leopl•• we (' )'P~'d i IWIII 10 

abidf' b y our la,\~: 
- - C() ll)lI\is~il 'lI l 'r J ill' ( .;1['011 0 I 

tainl y more than a co in ciclenn' lil;ll 
the increase in crime is great f'st h 
precisely the same month s 1 har til" 
largest number of Cu bar. r efugeE''i 
were released from federa l proc e5~

. ing facilities around th e 113tioo. 
PAtter. its vote to urge grc::ltt'r pa r 

-ficipl1tion by the INS in rl. , sllmin!_; 
custodial responsibili ty for tId' 
criminal refugees, the Ci tY'Co mrnig
sion, however, balked at a motioll 
by Commissioner Joe Carollo that a 
task force be created to lob by 
Washington officials in case t l.e 
INS continued to ignore tho ru ling _ 

, pe r ce nt. rape up 40 per cent. rob,~" . 
; -. bery u p 124 per cent and assaults CA~TRO" CARO LLO sa td ,N 

, up J09 pe r CtOn t. dumped thousands of Cubans tf}'l.t 
' - . Local law enforcement officials we don't want in our comm un i 1 v . 

~ ~~ a oree that it has not been possible, When we opened our doors to rt'~) 
~ .; t; make a diiect corre-Iation be:' 

" twe en the a rr ival in the South Flori
> da·.ar ea of more t11an .130,000 Cuban 
· ..·a nd Hait ian refugees in the last six 

months _ \ 
But th eS: point out that it is cer

pie we expect them to abide b.v our 
laws. " 

"All we are asking fo r i::; the IW;ld 
of the INS to enforce t he ruling of 
the Attorney General ," Ferre sai d _ 

In oth e r action. the com mis~ i oll : 

o Approved entering negotia 
ti ons \vi ih Dad e County to create a 
',ports aut hority to consider ways to 
mi'et Mi ami's future spo rts needs . 

HowE'ver, Ferre told The Herald 
hp dou bts the city would appro ve 
tu ilc: ing a sports s tadium outside of 
:Ji:lm i - one possi bility outlined in 
ct $ 220,000 study commissioned by 
t he cou nty a nd city_ Also, Ferre 
said, money pr oblems are likely to 
be> a ma jor. He doubted that tax 
payers wo uld approve expenditures 
for a multimillion-dollar new stadi
um . 

• A pproved the $10-million 
ma ster plan by artist Isamu Nogu
ch i to revamp Miami's Bayfront 
P!lrk _ Nog uchi 's plan, among other 
thin g s. ca lled for removal of the ex 
ist ing li brary and the end of Flagler 
Sireri . 

f) DECLARED ITS intention to 
double t he size of Antonio Maceo 
Purk and to keep it open. The com

., 
mtSSIOn, however, set b,lCk Ihr 
park's closing tim e a h a lf hour tn 10 
p.m . and called for addit ional ni ght 
lights to he lp curb crime at ti je pop
ular Call e Oc ho par k w hc're l. atin 
men gather to pl ay do minos o.nd 
chess. 

• Approved an ordi nan ce to pro
hibit any city official fr om hold in g 
private discussions w itb represt:nl :l
tives of cable te lev is ion fi rms on 
cable plans for Mi am i. 1n rpcom 
mending the prohibi t ion , Fern' sa td 
he has already re ceived a bou t :3 0 
telephone calls fr om ind ivid ua h 
who wi s h to lobby h im on t h? ma t
ter. 

• Delayed any ac tion 011 l\'as ing 
Miami' s Marine Stadiuni 011 Vi:, gi n
ia Key until its No v_ 6 lllt'eting . riw 
commission becanJ(' em broiled in 
considering legal ar gu m en ts lw 
tween the bidders all d e'i e' !lise II SS 

the broader qU 3stion of w n E' t her Ihe 
lease should be m ade _ 

• Listened to protest s t ha t t he 
city 's granting of tax i cab lice nse:> 
is unfair. Angry cab d r ive rs slated 
that they had to pay up to $250 
weekly to rent the lic enses f rom 
people who once obtained seve ra l 
licenses each from th e c it.Y for nom 
inal sums. Th e taxi ca b li censes. thr 
drivers said, sell on th e p r iva te ma r 
ket for up to $40,000. 

The commission said it cO ll id Jlut 
consider the matter un ti l t he Flo r ida 
Supreme Court has made a fina I 
ruling on whether. the city or Dade 
County h'as juri sdict io n over t he ca b 
licenses_ 
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Park saved for dommos ,5':'/f 

Anxious domino players at popular . Maceo 
Park on SW 8th Street were assured by city com
missioners yesterday that their par~ would .not 
be shut down because of merchants complaints 
about crime in the area. Players at the park told 
commissioners that most of the crime. probl~ms 
were generated near the park, no~ In It. Besides 
assuring them the park will remain open, com
missioners voted to install high-intensity crime 
lights around the park, prohibit parking on a side 
street try to get lighting for a nearby private 
parki~g lot, place a fence around the park and 
step up police patrols. 
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Agency Wants to Save 

WASHINGTON - (AP) - Every year At issue are 617 million pages of papers, 

the government makes millions of its old 20 to 30 years old, dealing with state se
secrets public. But a congressional agency crets of war, peace, diplomacy, arms con
wants to keep most of those documents se trol, espionage, trade negotiations and 
cret - to save money. other national security matters. 

The General Accounting Office says $11 The practice of systematically reviewing 
million a year is paid to government em the documents as they become 20 years old 
ployes whose job is reviewing the docu started in 1978 under a directive issued by 
ments and declassifying those they feel can President Carter. 
be made public without harming the gov The GAO, in a report this week, pro
ernment. posed changing the directive so that only 

Ninety per cent of papers that now are papers considered to be of public interest 
declassified are of no interest to historians would be reviewed for declassification. . 
or the public, fhe GAO estimated. The agency said "page-by-page review" 

Money, I(eep Documents Secret 
of documents is "costly and time-consum to offset the perception held by many of a The GAO said people who want to see 
ing ." security classification system abused by documents that had not been reviewed and 

• government officials intent on hiding their remain classified could seek them through The proposal drew fire from Steven Gar
mistakes behind the cloak of secrecy." the Freedom of Information Act. ' finkel, director of the Information Security 

But the National Archives, in a memoOversight Office. Involved are papers accumulated by the 
from Assistant Archivist James E. O'Neill,FBI, the CIA, the Arms Control and DisarHe called it "drastic," "insupportable," said historians cannot ask for documents ifmament Agency, the U.S. Information"one-dimensional" and "illogical." they do not know they exist.Agency, and the departments of State, Jus"Systematic review establishes the prin "When told that the files are closed betice, Commerce and Defense and manyciple that an open society cannot tolerate cause they are classified and that he mustagencies that no longer exist. the permanent or indefinite closure of his specifically identify the documents he 

torically valuable records," Garfinkel said The papers must be reviewed to pre wants released, the researcher becomes
in a memo. serve secrets that would embarrass foreign frustrated and angry at a government that 

"Moreover, by establishing a finite peri governments or reveal intelligence sources preaches openness but does nothing posi· 
od of restriction, systematic review helps or methods. tive to make that happen," he said. ' 



'Freedom Flotilla~ Judges 

/'1 ~)I.u &)h/.l-(!g.f I g l ~~O 

Given Extraordinary Task 


TWELVE Federal judges are to sit to
gether as a team - en bane, as the 
lawyers like to say - to decide 

charges against 343 "Freedom Floti.lla" 
skippers fot smuggling illegal aliens into 
this country. 

That is a highly unusual judicial pro
cedure, but then the Mariel-to-Key West 
boatlift was a most extraordinary 
breach of Federal immigration law. The 
en bane approach to judgment of the 
boatlift's legal ramifications is therefore 
quite welcome. 

Judgment may not be arrived at easi
ly. The legal waters through which some 
125,000 Cubans sailed between April 
and October have been badly muddied. 
For one thing, America's President pro
claimed this nation's willingness to ac
cept the Cuban masses with "Qpen arms 
and open hearts." For another. Con

gress approved aid to the aliens as 
though they were offiCially legal en
trants. 

How such acts square with orderly 
immigration procedures poses complex 
legal questions. The issues are more than 
enough to keep a dozen Federal judges 
scratching their heads in befuddlement 
for quite a while. 

It is important that the judges think 
carefully as well as collectively, how
ever, because the legal implications of 
the boatlift extend much further than 
this particular trial. What is at stake 
here is nothing less than Federal judiCial 
review of United States immigration law 
and procedures. 

Whatever decisions emerge from the 
bench thus will begin to build a base of 
enormously important legal precedent. 
These judges' decision could govern this 
nation's immigration policy. the next 
time a refugee tide flows toward Ameri: 
can shores. 

There is no use pretending that 1980's 
experience will not happen again. It 


. will, almost inevitably, to some degree. 

The combination of demographic, eco

nomic, and political dynamiCS astir 

throughout the Caribbean, Latin Ameri

ca, and the Third World in general all 

but guarantee that. 

TlPus the 12-mem ber panel of Federal 
judges holds far greater merit than being 
a mere expedient to save judicial time by 
issuing decisions by the dozen. It prom
ises to pool the judges' collective wis
dom on a critically important but legally 
confused problem. And by doing it in 
this highly unusual but h}gh-profile 
procedure, the judges likely will ensure 
that the legal implications of these cases 
are addressed coherently and compre
hensively . The issues involved demand 
no less. 
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6 1.2 Strallded Cubans ; 
Expected to Begin 
U.S. Entry Monday 

By GUILLLERMO MARTINEZ 
Herald Staff Writer 

Six hundred and twelve Cubans 
stranded on the beaches of Mariel 
when the boatlift ended will have 
all their U.S. visas and travel papers 
in order by today, a State Depart
ment spokesman said Thursday, 
and will begin leaving Cuba Mon
day. 

"All of them will be ready to 
t ravel Monday," said Myles Fre
c hette, the top American official at 
the State Department's Cuban desk 
in Washington. 

The refugees were placed in an 
awkward position when Fidel Cas
t ro ordered the port of Mariel 
closed and the 200 boats there to re
turn to the United States empty. 

BECAUSE THEY had alread y 
been processed by the Cuban gov
ernment to leave the country, the 
refugees had no homes, no jobs and 
no ration cards. And because the 
boatJift was illegal, they had no 
quick way to get a visa to come to 
the United States. 

Frechette said that when Cuba 
explained the problem and asked 
that the United States take these 
refugees, the U.S. government 
agreed to make an exception in 
their case on humanilarian grounds. 

He stressed that the decision to 
allow their entry to the United 
States did not mean that a new air
lift of refugees from Cuba was 
a bou t to start. 

Frechette said that the U.S. Inter
ests Section in Havana will finish 
processing the visas and travel pa

pers necessary for the 612 refugees 
today. He added that the State De
partment will not pay for their 
transportation to the United States. 

"Their relatives can charter a 
plane to go pick them up," said Fre
chette. "Or any refugee organiza
tion can send a plane for them." 

WITHIN MINUTES of the State 
Department announcement, Charles 
Stenberg, executive director of the 
International Rescue Committee 
said that arrangements would be 
worked out immediately to go pick 
up the refugees. 

"We hope the first plane wil! be 
ready to go pick them up early next 
week," Stenberg said. "From my 
point of vi ew , the sooner the bet
ter." 

Stenberg said that the IRC would 
work together with the United 
States Catholic Conference and the 
Church World Services, to charter 
the flights. 

He said the organizations had 
funds left over from an exile fund
raising television campaign earlier 
this year that could be used to pay 
for the fllights. 

"Afterwards the relatives who 
can repay the cost of the transpor
tation can pay," Stenberg said . 
"Personally, I know the Cubans are 
good repayers." 

He said the charters would prob
ably cost about $100 per refugee. 

"But, I can assure you that no
body will remain in Cuba, even if 
they don't have a relative to put up 
the money for them," Stenberg 
said. 
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In German 
JJt)~o

By ZITA AROCHA 
Herald Staff WriteI'" 

Emmy Shafer stayed till the very 
end and sat through everyone of 
the speeches. She listened carefully 
to the white politician, to the black 
psychology professor and to the 
Latin lawyer who oppose her anti 
bilingualism ordinance. 

And when it was- her turn,she 
started speaking in fluent German 
that gradually turned into English. 

The audience was puzzled, but 
Shafer scored a point. 

"English is our language and it 
has been for 200 years," said Shaf

-er, a Russian-horn former model, at 
a conference on the future of biligu
alism in Dade County held Thurs
day at Florida International Univer
sity. 

"And regardless of whether you 
are from Haiti, Spain or Czechoslo
vakia, you have to learn the lan
guage of the place where you are 
going to live,'.' Shafer said. 

SHAFER SPEARHEADED a sig
nature drive that drew 137,000 
names and resulted in the anti-bilin
gualism ordinance on the Nov. 4 
ballot. The ordinance would prohib
it the use of county funds for the 
wrpose of utilizing any language 
otfier. than English or promoting 
any cU1ture--uther than that of the 
United States. 

"The ordinance is not a hate 
thing," Shafer said. "The American, 
the English-speaking people would 
like to have this community back 
the way it was. They would like to 
have their language back," she 
added. 

One after the other, the speakers 
at the conference tried to convince 

. Shafer and her supporters that the 
ordinance is a bad law that will 
produce a Hispanic backlash and 
will harm Dade County financially. 

"THIS ORDINANCE will further 
polarize and traumatize this com
munity," said former state legisla
tor Richard Pettigrew. "Rather 
than contributing to the assimila
tion lof Hispanics j, it interferes 
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with the necessary adjustments 
which must be made in this commu
nity," he said. 

"The ordinance willi not stop Cu
bans from speaking so loud you can 
hear them two blocks away. It will 
not force theT!1 to pack up and leave 
Dade County," said Dr. Marvin 
'C ">1, a c@mmunity psychology 
pfuiessor at FlU. 

"The ordiQ.ance rightfully insuJt~ 
all Hispanics, not Just Cubans, 
Dunn added. 




