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1 syndicated -- 1 BY MR. OVELMEN:
2 Q. You don't recall who was in the 2 Q February 20, right? Okay.
3 syndication? 3 A On this, let's go back to --
4 A No. 4 MR. SCHWIEP: What page?
s Q. Do you recall how large the 5 THE WITNESS: On this page, this page
6 syndication was? 6 here.
7 A. Ithink Dr. Duccassi was there, he was 7 MR. SCHWIEP: '90.
8 in that group, three or four there. 8 THE WITNESS: You got there Jaime Mas
9 Q. Butyou don't recall any othérs at the 9 who I don't know who is, Jaime, Jaime.
10 time? 10 BY MR. OVELMEN:
11 A Tdon't. 11 Q. Right, none of those are yours and
12 Q. Let's take the one dated, quitclaim 12 Javier --
13 deed dated 3/18/89? 13 A. Then you got a Javier, then you got
14 A. Those names here, how do you conclude 14 Javier, Javier, then you got Jorge, which have
15 that I have anything to do with this here? 15 nothing to do with me. Jorge, Jorge, Jorge,
16 Q. Iam sorry, you don't. AndIdon't 16 Jorge, then you got Jorge Elder, that's me here,
17 conclude that. I am sorry. 17 then you got another Jorge.
18 A. You are putting me through a lot of 18 Q. Is the one Jorge, Jr.?
19 names here that I never recognize. You should 19  A. No, Jorge, Jr. was too little at that
20 ask me about where my name is, all these names 20 time to own anything, T
21 here. 1 don't have anything to do with these 21 Q. It was 1991.
22 names here. Same thing with this here, the 22 A. What year was, '89?
23 Merchant Bank is fine, because my name is here. 23 Q. '91.
24 There are many other names here which I don't 24 A. '89, '89, probably he had some.
25 have anything to do with. 25 MR. SCHWIEP: Elsa?
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1 Q. Ithink it is just that group right 1 A. At that time, I think you have to ask
2 there. You don't recall the rest -- 2 him,
3 A. For example, you asked me about 3 Q. Is Elsa, your wife?
4 Richard Tejera, where does this document said 4 MR. SCHWIEP: His wife.
5 that I have anything to do with Richard Tejera or 5 THE WITNESS: No.
6 Rahal? I've never heard those names, Rifas; then 6 BY MR. OVELMEN:
7 you got a lot of names here, those are people who 7 Q. Isit Jorge's wife, Junior's wife?
8 have provided probably quitclaim deed, judgment 8 A. No, Elsa, no, is the name of his wife,
9 owner, my name is not here no place. 9 so this is not Junior either. This is another
10 Q. That Tejera is a reference to a Jorge 10 Jorge Mas.
11 Mas transaction. 11 Q. Okay.
12 A. Where is mentioned? 12 A SoJorge Aleman doesn't -- yes. .
13 Q. Right to the left of it 13 Q. So the next one would be yours, would
14 A, Okay. 14 be Sparco Corp., some deal with Sparco?
15 Q. i understand. 15 A. Yes.
16 Moving then down page, this is page -- 16 Q. That would be the warranty deed in
17 MR. OVELMEN: What page? 17 '85?
18 THE WITNESS: For example, you have 18 A. That was a warehouse that I bought,
19 some here -- 19 yes.
20 MR. SCHWIEP: First page of the 20 Q. Do you recall whether you bought that
21 February 20, first page. 21 by yourself or in a group?
22 THE WITNESS: Look here, let me give 22 A. No, we bought that in a group.
23 you, so you get this record straight here, 23 Q. Who would have been in that group?
24 get the record straight here on this page 24 A. The same one that are there, the
25 here. 25! Marino and Isracl Marmol, iAnd I bought that from
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1 Interamerican Investors and Developers, a 1 A. Duccassi and myself.
2 corporation that was mentioned before. 2 Q. And the instrument dated 8/28/85 is a
3 Q. And you owned Interamerican also, 3 warranty deed apparently?
4 right? 4 A That was the house on Leafy Way.
5 A Yes, I own apiece of that, yes. 5 Q. House on Leafy Way, you say?
6 Q. Soyou owned a piece of that and you 6  A. House on Leafy Way.
7 sold it? 7 Q. And above that Church & Tower of
8  A. To Sparco, and we bought a piece of 8 Florida, Inc. was a warranty deed, do you recall
9 that because we developed, we developed a 9 what that was?
10 warehouse under the name of Sparco. 10 A. Yes, that was the lot that we bought
11 Q. Do you recall what that sold for? 11 from #Mys_kya the lot where Church & Tower
12 A. No. It was, you know, I don't know 12 was located.
13 what, in the hundred of thousand dollars, 200, 13 Q. And you purchased that from --
14 $300,000. It was a warehouse on 35th Terrace. 14 A Julia Wisnesky.
15 Q. And this warranty deed involving 15 Q. What was the purchase price on that
16 Interamerican Investment and Development, is that 16 one?
17 the same transaction -~ 17 A. I think that was around $10,000.
18 A. Yes, we bought it, same transaction we 18 Q. These transactions that led to a
19 bought from them and the Barnett Bank here -- 19 warranty deed 12/18/86, filed 1/12/87, again
20 Q. That is an assignment. 20 looks like Irma S., was that your wife?
21 A. Ithink that was -- 21 A Yes.
22 Q. What was that transaction? 22 Q. And Church & Tower, is that another
23 A. We got a mortgage from Barnett Bank on 23 lot?
24 that property. It was -- okay. 24 A. Yes, that was other lots that I bought
25 Q. Let's see, this first one with you and 25 around there.
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1 Mr. Carlos? 1 Q. So you bought all these from Church &
2 A There is not a description here. 2 Tower?
3 Q. There is assignment of a mortgage? 3 A. No. Church & Tower bought this.
4 A, There is not a description here so I 4 Q. And from you?
5 cannot tell you. 5 A. From me and I think another one from
6 Q. So you don't know what that would have 6 Wisnesky. Isold, I think I sold -- no, I didn't
7 been? 7 sell. I think that I sold two lots there. I
8  A. IfI had a better description. 8 bought around four, five lots around and I sold a
9 Q. It was a transaction dated 12/23/85, 9 couple of things.
10 assigning a mortgage. 10 I don't recall that. That's the
11 A Butl don't have a description here, I 11 transaction selling lots to Church & Tower around
12 cannot tell you. 12 that area,
13 See Irma, that is an apartment 13 Q. Who would have been the attorney on
14 building that I bought also. 14 those purchase and sales?
15 Q. Do you remember how much that cost? 15 A. 1don't know if it was Eliot Abbott or
16  A. That is a mortgage. 16 Tom Carlos.
17 Q. That is a mortgage? 17 Q. One of those two?
18 A. We bought that with a small down 18 A Yes.
19 payment, 20, $30,000. 19 Q. What do you recall the aggregate
20 Q. Again who was in that transaction? 20 amount of those sales being?
21  A. There was I think Dr. Duccassi was 21 A. 1 don't know, 20,000, 10,000, 15,000,
22 there. 22 in that neighborhood at that time.
23 Q. Anyone else? 23 Q. The warranty deed dated 12/15/86,
24 A. No. 24 again seems to reference Interamerican Investment
25 Q. Just the two of you? 25 and Development, what do you recall about that
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1 transaction? 1 construction loan that it became a primary
2 A. That was the piece of property that I 2 mortgage sometime later.
3 bought on 35th Terrace. 3 Q. You think that's what --
4 Q. And was that a residential piece? 4 A Perhaps.
s A. No, that was industrial. 5 Q. 16 years is a long time.
6 Q. Industrial? 6  A. You know, but the most probable thing
7 A. Piece of land. 7 was it was a construction loan and then it turns
8 Q. Was that by yourself or was that in a 8 into a long term mortgage once the construction
9 group? 9 was finished.
10 A. That was by myself and my children. 10 Q. All right, sir.
11 Q. And what was the purchase price of 11 Let's see, do you recall what this
12 that? 12 affidavit would have been, 2/26/87?
13 A. Ibought that, I don't remember. It 13 A. No,no,Idon't.
14 was around 2 or 3 dollars a foot and I think we 14 Q. The next entry involves Four M__
15 bought a couple of acres there so it was around 2 15 Investment joint venture, do you recall that?
16 or $300,000 I think. 16 A Yes.
17 Q. And the funding for that was a 17 Q. What is that?
18 personal -- 18 A. A warehouse that we built together,
19 A, Yes. 19 Maring, Marmol, the family trust and myself, by
20 Q. Your income from Church & Tower? 20 the same percentage that was in some document
21 A. Yes, my income. 21 there, 30, 30, 20 and 20. i
22 Q. And there was no one else involved 22 Q. What was is the size of that
23 other than family in that purchase? 23 transaction?
24 A. Right 24 A. We build a building that was worth
25 Q. And the attorney would have been 25 around a million dollars. We did that with a
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1 Carlos or Abbott? 1 mortgage from the Republic National Bank,
2 A. One of those two. 2 construction loan and then turned into a
3 Q. The mortgage? 3 mortgage.
4 A It was a property, mortgage on that 4 Q. Okay, sir.
5 property. 5 Now, the next, this affidavit, the
6 Q. The mortgage dated 4/28/89, do you 6 next affidavit, do you recall what that would
7 recall what that would have been? 7 have been?
8  A. Yes, it is a mortgage on the property 8 A No, no, Idon't. Probably something
9 that we bought, that we bought the Interamerican 9 related to the banks and the loans.
10 Investment and Development, we bought. 10 Q. Now we have a couple of warranty deeds
11 Q. So you bought that in '86 and then put 11 dated 4/6/88, and Florida Power & Light is
12 a mortgage on it? 12 referenced. Do you recall what that is?
13 A. Yes. 13 A. Yes, that was an easement that we
14 Q. In'897 14 bought from Florida Power & Light in the
15 A Yes. 15 warehouse that Dr. Duccassi, Tom Carlos and I
16 Q. And then the next mortgage which is 16 owned.
17 7/4, do you recall, that's an interesting one, 17 Q. And how much was the easement?
18 the instrument was 6/7/74 but it is not filed 18 A. Idon't know, I don't remember.
19 until 1/22/90. Do you recall what that is? 19 Q. Not much, though? Was it nominal?
20 A, Whatis it? No. That was a mortgage 20 A. Idon't remember.
21 with Barnett Bank, a mortgage we put on that 21 Q. How about the warehouse, do you
22 property. 22 remember what that cost?
23 Q. I know, but the instrument is dated 23 A. That was the one that had the mortgage
24 6/7/74. 24 from Liberty, Liberty Mutual. I don't remember
25  A. Because probably this was a 25 the numbers.
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1 Q. All nght, sir. 1 any biases that you are aware of?
2 The mortgage dated 4/28/89, was I 2 A Idon't know, sir, because I don't
3 guess Barnett Bank, do you recall what that would 3 know these people.
4 be? 4 Q. Okay.
5 A. The same mortgage that is on the top, S A. Solcannot have an opinion on that.
6 4/20/89. 6 Q. Same with respect to Susan Epstein and
7 Q. Itis the same transaction? 7 Mark Sullivan, as far as you know --
8 A 4/20/89, the same thing here. 8 A Idon't know them.
9 Q. Okay. 9 MR. CANTERO: Is he related to Andrew
10 A. Atlantida, same thing in Homestead, 10 Sullivan?
11 that piece of land that I bought from Huff and 11 MR. OVELMEN: I don't think so, an
12 sold in pieces. 12 unlikely thing.
13 Q. This is more of that same, all these 13 BY MR. OVELMEN:
14 partial releases of mortgage? 14 Q. Could you turn to CRS-6?
15 A. Right. 15 A CRS?
16 Q. Down to, say, this final statement? 16 Q. CRS-6.
17 A. All the others are not mine. 17 A. Okay.
18 Q. So those, okay. 18 Q. The first paragraph under
19 MR. OVELMEN: Could you mark that as 19 Congressional Concerns, the paragraph reads,
20 our next exhibit, pleasg 20 "Over the years members of Congress have debated
21 (Defendants' Ex was marked for 21 the merits of the United States broadcasting to
22 identification.) ~, v / 22 Cuba. Congressional concerns about Radio and TV -
23 (Pause.) ﬂc 7 f; A//? 23 Marti have included the following:
24 BY MR, OVELMEN: 24 Politicization of the Advisory Board for Cuba
25 Q. All right, sir, are you ready? 25 Broadcasting; meeting VOA broadcast standards;
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1 A Yes. 1 and audience size and accessibility of TV Marti
2 Q. Have you seen this report before? Do 2 broadcasts to Cubans."
3 you recognize it? 3 Is that a true statement?
4 A Iam trying to remember. Let's see if 4 A Yes, with the exception that instead
5 L. s of over the years members, I would say over the
6 1 don't remember reading this report, 6 years some members of Congress, but Radio and TV
7 no. There have been so many reports on Cuba that 7 Marti does not have the attention of a
8 Idon't.. 8 substantial number of members of Congress.
9 Q. All right, sir, for the record do you 9 Q. But the general thrust that there has
10 see that it purports to be a Congressional 10 been a controversy over those three issues is
11 Research Service report done by a Susan Epstein 11 accurate, politicization, broadcast standards and
12 and a Mark Sullivan titled, Radio and Television 12 accessibility of TV Marti to Cubans, those have
13 Broadcasting to Cuba: Background and Current 13 been issues that have been discussed?
14 Issues, dated August 5, 1994. 14  A. By themselves alone, not, but as part
15 Do you know who Susan Epstein is or 15 of many other issues regarding Cuba, yes, there
16 Mark Sullivan? 16 have been some concern about that.
17 A. No,1don't. 17 Q. Have you played a role in the
18 Q. Are you familiar with Congressional 18 discussion of those issues?
19 Research Service? 19 A Of?
20 A. Is that an arm of the Congress? 1 20 Q. Have you played a role in the
21 don't know. Congressional Research Service, 21 discussion of those issues?
22 maybe -- [ think this is a, is this part of the 22 A. Those issues, what issues?
23 United States Congress? 1 am not sure. 23 Q. Politicization of the advisory board,
24 Q. I think it is. 24 VOA broadcasting standards issued and
25 Do you have any feelings that CRS has 25 accessibility of TV Marti.
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1 A No,Idon't 1 advisory board, but more on a more larger scale
2 Q. Youhaven't opined on any of those 2 on the whole Cuban American community.
3 1ssues? 3 Q. "Many are concerned about the lack of
4 A No. 4 turnover of the board members and the chairman,
5 Q. You haven't given testimony about 5 as was intended by the originating legislation,"
6 them? 6 the report says.
7 A No. 7 Do you agree with that?
8 Q. Okay, sir. 8 A No, I disagree.
9  A. Thandle all the matter relating to 9 Q. Has--
10 Radio Marti on the advisory board. We don't 10 A. Ishould substitute the word many by
11 discuss politicization because there is no 11 probably few.
12 politicization on the board of Radio Marti. The 12 Q. Few?
13 broadcast standards are pretty well kept and the 13 A Yes.
14 audience size and accessibility of Radio Marti 14 Q. Has there been a lack of turnover of
15 broadcasts to Cubans, we all recognize that it is 15 the board members?
16 small, it is not a secret to anyone. 16 A Well, it depends with what other board
17 Q. Soyou don't recall giving testimony, 17 you compare that. What is the table to compare
18 for example, on the accessibility of TV Marti 18 that?
19 broadcasts to Cubans? 19 Q. Have you been the chairman since the
20  A. Yes, I have. But this is not my job. 20 inception?
21 I don't do that regularly. I don't take most of 21 A. Yes, sir, | have been.
22 my time in doing that. I have testified in 22 Q. And when was that? )
23 several occasions about Radio and TV Marti. 23 A. That was in 1985.
24 Q. And amongst the issues you have 24 Q. 19 when?
25 testified about has included those issues, is 25 A '85.
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1 that true? | Q. '8s.
2 A. No, the politicization, no, sir; 2 I notice a chart on the next page says
3 broadcast standards, no, sir; audience size and 3 that you were confirmed by the Senate on August
4 accessibility of TV Marti, yes, sir. 4 8, 1984. Does that mean --
5 Q. So you don't recall testifying about 5 A, '84, then we went back to '84, I was
6 politicization? 6 talking from memory. Even probably go further
7  A. Idon'trecall, no, I am telling you I 7 back, is '83 probably because it was confirmed in
8 have not testified about the politicization, for 8 '84, probably was appointed sometime in '83.
9 the Advisory Board for Cuba Broadcasting, I have 9 Are you referring to confirmation?
10 not testified about that in Congress, I have not 10 Q. Yes, Iam just--
11 testified about broadcast standards. Those 11 A. In '84, is that Senate confirmation?
12 1ssues have never come up before me in any 12 Q. That's correct.
13 testimony before Congress. 13 A. If it is Senate confirmation then
14 Yes, the audience size and 14 it is '84, '83 because I was appointed to a board
15 accessibility to TV Marti, yes, that I have 15 that did not require Senate confirmation earlier
16 discussed. 16 in the Reagan administration because it was a
17 Q. Now, under the heading Politicization, 17 board just to study the feasibility of the radio
18 the report states: "Concerns about 18 station to Cuba.
19 politicization at Radio and TV Marti have 19 That didn't require confirmation, that
20 centered around the role of the Advisory Board 20 was earlier. If we got something requiring
21 for Cuba Broadcasting and its controversial 21 confirmation in '84 then the appointment dates
22 chairman, Jorge Mas Canosa." 22 back to '84, '83.
23 Do you agree with that sentence? 23 Q. So you have been the only chairman
24 A, Specifically we could say that, yes, 24 then, is that correct?
25 some of that concerns have centered on the 25 A Yes, sir, | have.
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1 Q And it has been 12 or 13 years, is 1 composition of the board."
2 that correct? 2 A. Where is that?
3 A Yes. 3 Q. Same paragraph.
4 Q. Can you explain your understanding of 4 "They say that the conservative Mas
s why you have been the only chairman? 5 Canosa has attempted to use his influence to gain
6 A. Yes. ] think that the fact, number 6 control of the radio station so that it could be
7 one, that we were the one who developed the 7 used to propagate the views of the Cuban American
8 concept of a free radio broadcasting to Cuba to 8 National Foundation, a Cuban exile organization
9 break the monopoly that Castro holds on news and 9 founded by Mas Canosa in 1981. Some have argued
10 information, and the fact that we lobbied in the 10 further that Mas Canosa is using his position to
11 United States Congress and the various 11 promote himself as the next Cuban leader after
12 administrations since then to keep Radio and TV 12 Castro."
13 Marti on the air. 13 Are you familiar with those claims?
14 And also year after year there is a 14 A, Yes,sir.
15 fight to try to, from a handful, less than a 15 Q. Now, it is true, is it not, that you
16 handful of Congressmen to strip Radio and TV 16 are both chairman of CANF, which is a political
17 Marti of funds, and I go once a year up to 17 exile group, and chairman of this board, is that
18 Washington to reassure that Radio Marti survive 18 correct?
19 and is kept as a viable option to the Cuban 19  A. No, that is not correct.
20 people. And for that reason representing the 20 Q. What is your position on the board?
21 interests of Radio Marti as a chairman, I have 21 A. You just, can you go back and ask that
22 been, I think, responsible for keeping Radio and 22 question again, go back and read that question.
23 TV Marti on the air. 23 (Record read.)
24 Q. Now, originally these were to be, 24 A. No, itis not a political group, I am
25 what, three year terms, is that correct? 25 sorry, it is not a political group, so I disagree
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1 A. Three years or one year. 1 with you. CANF is not a political group so you
2 Q. Orisitone year? 2 qualify your questions and you make implications
3 A. Yes. But most people who have served 3 in your question that is not appropriate so the
4 there have served for longer terms. 4 premise is wrong.
S Q. Allright. But you haven't been 5 Q. This is a subtlety I can only aspire
6 like -- as I understand it, you haven't been 6 to, I assure you. It is a nuance that is well
7 reappointed; what has happened exactly? 7 beyond my capacity at this time of the day.~
8  A. Iwas appointed, confirmed two or 8  A. ButI have to keep myself alert
9 three times by the Senate and I have been kept in 9 because then you create the notion and you are
10 the position since then. 10 creating the concept and developing the
11 Q. How does that happen? I mean, 11 perception that this is a political organization
12 technically how does that happen? 12 and the Cuban American National Foundation is
13 A. As things happen. I mean, you are 13 not, underlined, is not a political
14 appointed to a position and you are left there, 14 organization.
15 you are not -- 15 Q. Iunderstand your objection. Now, is
16 Q. No one appoints someone else? 16 it true that you are both chairman of CANF and
17 A. Right, that's it, that's how it 17 chairman of this board?
18 happened. 18  A. Yes, that's correct.
19 Q. There isn't any act that reappoints, 19  Q And what is the purpose then of CANF
20 it is just a status quo, is that correct? 20 if it is not political?
21 A. Yes, sir. 21 A. The purpose of CANF is to enlighten
22 Q. Now, the report then goes on to say, 22 the public opinion about issues of concern to the
23 "Some critics claim that the lack of turnover is 23 Cuban people inside the island and abroad.
24 due to a lack of willingness on the part of past 24 Q. Right. So its purpose is a
25 and current administrations to change the 25 communicative purpose then, correct?
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A. To communicate and to propagate facts

Page 1668
a conflict now because CANF was instrumental in
the creation and the birth of Radio Marti, is

1 1
2 concerning the Cuban issue in the United States. 2
3 Q. What is the function, what are the 3 that correct?
4 duties and responsibilities of being chairman of 4 A Since the inception of the Cuban
5 this board? 5 American National Foundation we constantly
6  A. Chairman of this board is to set the 6 publish a lot of papers, booklets regarding the
7 policy together with the board of directors, the 7 need of establishing a source of free information
8 board of directors of the Cuban American National 8 to the Cuban people.
9 Foundation, which I head that board, sets the 9 So the foundation in itself is in
10 policy for the Cuban American National 10 great part responsible for the creation of Radio
11 Foundation. 11 Marti, at least creating the circumstances that
12 Q. No, my question is as the chairman of 12 led to the creation of Radio Marti.
13 the board of -- 13 Q. Now, what are your duties as chairman
14 MR. CANTERO: The advisory board. 14 of the advisory board of, for Cuba broadcasting?
15 Q. -- advisory board for radio, for Cuba 15 A. What is your question?
16 Broadcasting? 16 Q. I am sorry, what are your duties --
17 A. Is to advise the president of the 17 A. 1already told you, I answered that
18 United States and the director of United States 18 question. You can go back.
19 information agency on matters relating to Cuba 19 Q. Well, all right.
20 Broadcasting. 20 A. You need some watcr, [ know you are
21 Q. Can you see then why many people have 21 tired.
22 suggested or some, let's use the word some, some 22 MS. BARDACH: Let's take a five minute
23 people have suggested that there may be a 23 break.
24 conflict of interest between both being the 24 MR. SCHWIEP: His lunch is sitting
25 chairman of CANF and the chairman of the advisory 25 here.
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1 board? 1 MS. BARDACH: Let's take five minutes.
2 A. Yes, but those same people did not see 2 THE WITNESS: Take five minutes.
3 the conflict when for the effort of the 3 (Recess.)
4 publications of the Cuban American National 4 THE WITNESS: So you have to ask a lot
5 Foundation Radio Marti became a viable project. 5 of questions.
6 Without the Cuban American National Foundation 6 MR. OVELMEN: All right.
7 Radio Marti would have never existed. 7 MR. OVELMEN: Ready?
8 MR. CANTERO: I also object to the 8 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Yes, sir.
9 question that it assumes just because % BY MR. OVELMEN:
10 somebody has a position on Cuba is thereby, 10 Q. Mr. Mas, do you remember that back in
11 he thereby has a conflict of interest in 11 1966 there was a raid?
12 serving on the Advisory Board for Cuba 12 A. This got nothing do with this?
13 Broadcasting. 13 Q. No, we will come back to it.
14 MR. OVELMEN: It doesn't assume the 14 MR. CANTERQ: Are you finished with
15 question. That was the question 1 was 15 that?
16 asking. 16 MR. OVELMEN: That requires too much
17 MR. CANTERO: You said, don't you see 17 focusing.
18 why some would think. 18 THE WITNESS: That's Bardach's
19 MR. OVELMEN: I said can you see, that 19 questions.
20 was my question, was could you see that, 1 20 BY MR. OVELMEN:
2] wasn't assuming that, I was asking. 21 Q. You remember a mission to kill Castro
22 BY MR. OVELMEN: 22 in 1966 involving Herminio Diaz and Tony Cuesta?
23 Q. Butin any event, if ] understand your 23 A, Yes. I don't know if the mission was
24 answer, your answer is that you don't feel there 24 to kill Castro or not but I remember that
25 was a conflict, there shouldn't be regarded to be 25 mission, yes, sir.
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1 Q You remember the raid? 1 Q. Did you provide financial support to
2 A Yes. 2 RECE?
3 Q. Did you pay for it, did you finance 3 A. No, sir, I did not have money at that
4 the raid? 4 time. I was a very poor man.
5  A. No,Idid not. 5 Q. Is it true that Tony Cuesta rcceived a
6 Q. Did you have anything to do with 6 check every Friday at Church & Tower's office
7 providing some kind of support for the raid? 7 that was made out by Equipment and Personnel
8  A. The organization that I belonged to, 8 Services and paid to his uncle and that this went
9 RECE, support that operation, yes. 9 on for several years?
10 Q. RECE supported and you were a member. 10 A. His uncle used to work for my
11 Did you have anything to do with, with 11 subcontractor there. I think that it was
12 actually participating in the raid? 12 Equipment and Personnel and then later on
13 A. No, sir, I did not. 13 Communication Contractors, Inc., painting the
14 Q. Did you go in a boat waiting for 14 tractor. He worked for several years there. And
15 Cuesta to return? 15 he was a good worker.
16  A. No, sir, 16 Q. Isn'tit true, though, that the
17 Q Did you spend a couple of days at 17 payments were really to go to Tony Cuesta?
18 Seven Mile Bridge waiting for Cuesta's return? 18  A. No, sir, it was not, it was for him.
19  A. No, sir. 19 He was a hardworking man.
20 Q. Did you have a boat that was used in 20 Q. Is your mother ill with Alzheimer's
21 these raids from time to time at your home? 21 disease? -
22 A. No,sir. Idid not. 22 A. Yes, sheis.
23 Q. Did you have difficulty disposing of 23 Q. How long has she been ill with that
24 the boat? 24 disease?
25 A, No, sir. 25  A. For several years now.
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1 Q. After the raid? 1 Q. And she can't remember anything --
2 A. No, sir, I did not. I did not have 2 A. She doesn't recognize anyone.
3 any boat. 3 Q. How long has that been?
4 Q. When you returned, you deny that you 4  A. For several years.
5 returned from the Seven Mile Bridge? 5 Q. And so she can't read the paper or
6 A. Icould not return because I was never 6 recognize what is in the newspaper?
7 there. 7  A. That's correct.
8 Q. Because you were never there? 8 Q. Why do you want to start another
9 A Ialready answered that question. 9 newspaper in Miami?
10 Q. You didn't see your brother and talk 10 MR. CANTERO: Objection, assumes facts
11 to him about all of this? 11 not in evidence.
12 MR. CANTERO: Objection. 12 THE WITNESS: Idon't know what this
13 THE WITNESS: Icould not return 13 has to do with the lawsuit but that's a
14 because I was not there. I already answered 14 decision that I will make in due time.
15 that question. 15 BY MR, OVELMEN:
16 BY MR. OVELMEN: 16 Q. Are you considering doing that right
17 Q. Okay. 17 now?
18 Did you ever maintain any boat for 18 A. Yes,Iam.
19 RECE for raids that were conducted in Cuba? 19 Q. Why is that?
20 A, RECE had a boat but I never used that 20  A. Because it is part of my free will and
21 boat. That boat was never under my control in 21 my vocation to write and to speak. That's the
22 RECE. 22 reason why I am in part responsible for the
23 Q. But did you provide -- you were a 23 creation of Radio Marti.
24 member of RECE, right? 24 Q. Is it in part related to your
25  A. I was a member of RECE, yes. 25 dissatisfaction with the Miami Herald's coverage

Page 1670 - Page 1673

Mudrick, Witt, Levy & Consor

305-371-2713




CANOSA V. NEW REPUBLIC

Condenselt!™

JORGE MAS 6/6/96

Page 1674 Page 16.
1 of events? 1 Q. What its opinions were?
2 A. Not necessarily. 2 A. Idid not testify to that.
3 Q. Is that part of it, though? 3 Q. You don't recall testifying to that?
4 A No, not necessarily. 4 A Ididn't testify to that.
5 Q. Are you dissatisfied with the Herald? 5 Q. All right, sir,
6  A. In certain aspects, yes, most of them, 6 Do you recall making a speech on the
7 yes. 7 radio a couple of weeks ago in which you stated
8 Q. In what regard -- in most of them? 8 that you were grievously upset because of the
9  A. Most of them regarding Cuba, regarding 9 Miami Herald's publication of Ricardo Mas'
10 most of its coverage on Cuba, 10 deposition because you felt it needlessly upset
11 Q. What is the nature of that 11 your mother?
12 dissatisfaction? 12 A Yes.
13 A. Idon't think that they are accurate. 13 Q. Could you explain if your mother has
14 Q. You think they make factual errors? 14 Alzheimer's exactly how she was upset?
15 A. Inmany occasions, yes. 15  A. Because she has some moments in which
16 Q. Do you believe that they are biased? 16 she understands, a few moments that she recognize
17 A. Yes, regarding Cuba, yes, they are. 17 people, that she can relate to certain things.
18 Q. What kind of factual errors do they 18 Most of the time she doesn't, she has ‘Alzheimer's
19 make? 19 disease and she doesn't recognize people but
20 A. When they talk about health, tourism, 20 sometimes she is very clear, sometimes she wakes
21 medicine, education in Cuba, I think that -- 21 up in the morming and for some time she
22 Q. Factually -- 22 recognizes people and she understands a few
23 A. They are not factual, yes. 23 things.
24 Q. And as far as bias is concerned what 24 Q. And did she have one of these episodes
25 are your objections to the Herald? 25 of lucidity at a time when the Herald article
Page 1675 Page 1677
1 A I think they are biased against the 1 was --
2 community. That's why they so strongly opposed 2 A. When she is surrounded by people,
3 the Torricelli bill and then later on the 3 reading papers and know what's going on.
4 Helms-Burton bill. 4 Q. Did she indicate that to you in some
5 Q. Soyou object to their opposition to 5 way?
6 those pieces of legislation? 6 A. No, Ihaven't talked to her since.
7 A. Yes, I think that the paper should 7 Q. So you don't, you don't know whether
8 reflect the opinions of the community in which it 8 this happened or do you know by secondhand
9 is published and certainly they do not reflect 9 information?
10 the opinion of the Cuban American community. 10 A. Iwentto see her on Mother's Day and
11 Q. How do you know that they don't 11 of course we didn't talk about the story on
12 reflect the -- 12 mothers day.
13 A. That's my perception. I might be 13 Q. Then how is it you know she was upset
14 wrong, but that is my perception, my own 14 by this?
15 perception. 15 A. My mother, I didn't say that she was
16 Q. So you have a sense of the Cuban 16 upset, what I said, that I was upset for the
17 American community and what its opinions might 17 Miami Herald publishing a story --
18 be? 18 Q. Isee.
19  A. Yes, different from that of the Miami 19 A. -- on the struggle of two brothers on |
20 Herald, yes, sir. 20 Mother's Day. j
21 Q. Do you recall testifying earlier in 21 Q. Isee. In other words, she may not §
22 this deposition that you didn't know what the 22 have been upset but you were upset that she might
23 Cuban American community meant, what the term 23 be upset?
24 meant, and that you didn't know what its -- 24 A Yes.
25 A, What? 25 Q. Thank you.
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.. You are welcome. 1 A Yes.
‘ MR. CANTERO: Rick, eat something. 2 Q. At that time Inez was your secretary,
3 THE WITNESS: Let him ask the questions 3 was she not?
4 or her, she is writing the questions anyway, 4 A Yes.
5 MR. OVELMEN: Would you mind if he 5 Q. And is that your number?
6  asked a few questions? 6 A Yes.
7 MR. CANTERO: Yes. 7 Q. What was the purpose of Oliver North
8 MR. OVELMEN: Is that all right? 8 having your, why would he have your number and
9 MR. CANTERO: No, I mind. 9 why would he have a message to call you?
10 MR. OVELMEN: You do mind? 10 MR. CANTERO: Objection, calls for
11 MR. CANTERO: Yes. 11 speculation,
12 MR. OVELMEN: All right, then I will 12 BY MR. OVELMEN:
13 keep asking them. 13 Q Do you know?
14 BY MR. OVELMEN: 14 A Let me say this here. I already
15 Q. Did you ever meet -- 15 answered this question and I am more than glad to
16 MR. SCHWIEP: Iask fine questions. 16 answer that question again.
17 What's that about? 17 You have to ask Ollie North. I don't
18 MR. CANTERO: No, it's just that you 18 know why my name was here and I am not sure, if
19 have had your chance, now Rick. 19 this came from Ollie North notebook or desk, I
20 MR. SCHWIEP: How about if I ask some 20 don't know. You said that this is the copy of
21 of his questions for him? 21 someplace and somewhere.
22 BY MR. OVELMEN: 22 Q. I think if you look at the top it is
23 Q. Did you ever meet with Oliver North at 23 reproduced at the National Archives which is the
24 the Omni Hotel in the early 1980s? 24 storage --
25  A. Never. 25  A. The National Archives has a lot of
Page 1679 Page 1681
1 Q. Have you had any relationships with 1 documents. I would like to see a certification
2 Oliver North? 2 that this is a true copy or show the original.
3 A. No, sir, none. 3 I don't know if this is the case, if
4 Q. All right, sir, just do this while we 4 this is an original or is true that Ollie North
5 are on it. 5 wrote this, I don't know why my name ended up
6 MR. OVELMEN: Could you mark this 6 there.
7  please as the next Defendants' exhibit. 7 Q. I'will represent for the record this
8 And I have one for you, Mr. Mas. 8 is a true copy provided by the National
9 (Defendants' Exhibit 158 was marked for 9 Archives.
10 identification.) 10 A. Then I take your word and if that, if
11 BY MR. OVELMEN: 11 you represent that this is the notebook of Ollie
12 Q. Mr. Mas, would you please look at 12 North, I don't know why my name was there. I
13 D 112927 13 never talked to him on the phone. Nobody called
14 A 11?7 14 me from his office. Inez never talked to Ollie
15 Q. D 112927 15 North so I don't know why his name is there.
16 MR. OVELMEN: For the record, this 16 MR. CANTERO: Rick, is your
17 exhibit is reproductions, verbatim 17 representation that this exhibit is the
18 reproductions provided by the Library of 18 entire notebook or a portion?
19 Congress National Archives of the Oliver 19 MR. OVELMEN: No, it is a portion. It
20 North notebooks. 20 is a portion.
2] BY MR. OVELMEN: 21 BY MR. OVELMEN:
122 Q Do you see the entry at the top of the 22 Q. Have you ever had a conversation with
23 page, it says, call Jorge Mas, and then there is 23 Oliver North either -- first have you ever had a
24 a number, 305-233, and I think that is a 6540, 24 conversation with Oliver North?
25 and then in parentheses underneath is Inez? 25  A. I met him once I think in the whole --
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1 it was the White House or the Executive Office 1 gotten, and from Jorge Mas, and again I would ask
2 Building, I don't know. And I was introduced, 2 does that -- have not gotten dollars from Jorge
3 say hello and just keep walking. That was my 3 Mas, sorry. Does that refresh your recoilection?
4 whole relationship with Ollie North. 1 already 4  A. No,sir.
5 covered that with this deposition that we went 5 Q. So you have no idea why he would be
6 over and over. 6 writing entries that suggest that he is expecting
7 Q. You only had the one conversation, but 7 $50,000 or some dollars from you?
8 I am trying on see if we can refresh your 8 A. You can subpoena him and ask him.
9 recollection with these entries. % Q. Take a look at D 11301, again we have
10 I understand you have testified at 10 your name, Jorge Mas, and then a number of
11 times about these matters. 11 numbers, 305-667-2955, then 233-6540, then
12 A Yes. 12 265-2822 and something in parens, and then looks
13 MR. CANTERO: Just because his name is 13 like 666-1075 (home).
14 on the entry doesn't mean that -- 14 Are those numbers you recognize?
15 THE WITNESS: Right, to rehash all that 15 A. Yes, sir.
16 again. 16 Q. Are those your home phone numbers and
17 BY MR. OVELMEN: 17 office numbers?
18 Q. Now, have you ever had correspondence 18 A. Idon't recognize one of them. The
19 with Oliver North? 19 others are my home number or were my home number,
20 A. No, sir. 20 not any more.
21 Q. So is it your testimony then you have 21 Q. Okay, sir.
22 had that one conversation briefly, that's the 22 And again this doesn't refresh your
23 only time -- 23 recollection as all as to --
24 A Yes, yes, sir. 24  A. No, my testimony is still the same,
25 Q. Now, on D 11293, which is the next 25 sir,
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1 page, the top, there is another entry, it says ! Q. Did you finance the release of
2 Felix Rodriguez, then it says expedite 50 K for 2 Mr. Posada from the Venezuelan jail?
3 IR and then something for Jorge Mas or per Jorge 3 A. No, sir, I don't have anything to do
4 Mas something. Do you know what that could be 4 whatsoever with the release of Mr. Posada or
5 about? 5 escape of Mr. Posada from jail in Venezuela.
6 A. If you don't understand that, I don't 6 Q. You didn't send money to Panama and
7 either. I have the same idea about you, what is 7 then have it brought back --
8 it. 8  A. Absolutely not.
9 Q. Did you provide $50,000 at any time % Q. --$25,000 by Ricardo, $25,000 by a
10 for any project relating to Oliver North? 10 colleague so that 50,000 would be in cash?
11 A. Neither 50,000 nor 35 nor five cents. 11 A. Absolutely not.
12 Q. Okay. 12 Q. And finance --
13 So you have no idea what this could be 13 A. Absolutely false.
14 referring to? 14 Q. You didn't ever meet Oliver North at
15 A. No, sir, I don't. 15 the Omni Hotel?
16 And you already asked me that in the 16  A. No, sir.
17 previous deposition. You asked this a thousand 17 MR. CANTERO: Objection, asked and |
18 times and you get the same answer a thousand 18 answered. *‘
19 times. 19 THE WITNESS: 1 already answered that,
20 Q. We have the notebooks now, we are 20 BY MR. OVELMEN: l
21 trying to ask whether these at all help you. 21 Q. Did you have a relationship with the !
22 A. The notebook is not going to change my 22 Chilean ambassador or attache here in Miami? |
23 testimony. 23 A Imet-- 5
24 Q. Look at D 11295, the entry, Felix 24 MR. CANTERO: Chilean ambassador in
25 Rodriguez, and then beneath that, still have not 25 Miami?
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discussed?

] MR. OVELMEN: Or attache 1
2 THE WITNESS: Chilean consul in Miami, 2 A. Ialready answered that question. You
3 yes, I met a Chilean consul here as I met 3 asked that question before,
4 many consuls here in Miami. 4 Q. WhatI am asking now is in the reports
5 BY MR. OVELMEN: 5 that we discussed that you receive every couple
6 Q. Was he a colonel in the Chilean 6 of months was that ever discussed?
7 government? 7 A. That is just news among the thousands
8 A Idon't remember. He was in the army 8 of news that are broadcast on Radio Marti. We
9 but I don't remember if he was a colonel or not. 5 don't get involved in those details.
10 1 don't even remember his name. 10 Q. You would think it would be a detail
11 Q. What was the nature of your 11 if Radio Marti had incited this action?
12 relationship with him? 12 A. Radio Marti does not incite anything.
13 A. The same nature that I have the 13 Q. I understand it is not supposed to. I
14 relationship with other consuls here, I attend 14 guess that's the point.
15 social functions and receptions that are usually 15  A. Radio Marti does note incite anything
16 here in Miami. 16 so I am not concerned about that.
17 Q. You weren't involved in any kind of 17 Q. So your view is that Mr. Snyder has
18 clandestine activities -- 18 got it all wrong then?
19 MR. CANTERO: [ object to the form. 19 A. I don'tknow, I haven't read the
20 Q. -- with him? 20 article.
21 A. The answer to your question is 21 Q. The quotation I read to you, you think -
22 absolutely not. 22 is incorrect?
23 Q. Do you recall praising Pinochet at any 23 A. Isincorrect, yes.
24 time? 24 Q. Now, do you have any knowledge of this
25 A, No. 25 charge at all?
Page 1687 Page 1689
1 Q. Were you aware that Alan Snyder, first 1 A. No, sir, none whatsoever. I don't
2 of all, do you know who Alan Snyder is? 2 handle those details I don't get involved in
3 A No. 3 those details.
4 Q. You don't remember him as a former 4 Q. And again, your view would be this
5 director of worldwide television for the US 5 would be a detail?
6 Information Agency? 6 A Yes.
7  A. No. 7 MR. CANTERO: I object to the form.
8 Q. Mr. Snyder has written an article in 8 MR. OVELMEN: Give me two minutes.
9 which he says, "So it is with Radio Marti, the US 9 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Going off the
10 government's broadcast service to Cuba and a 10 record? .
11 political potboiler. 11 MR. SCHWIEP: Yes, off the record.
12 "Several weeks before Fidel Castro's 12 (Recess.)
13 jet fighters shot down the planes of the Brothers 13 BY MR, OVELMEN:
14 to the Rescue Radio Marti was bragging a small 14 Q. Let us go back to the CRS report for
15 plane had buzzed Havana and dropped anti-Castro 15 Congress that we were dealing with before our
16 leaflets. Castro was mocked for not 16 interlude.
17 retaliating. And a Cuban American was quoted 17 A. Page number?
18 that such flights to Havana would be made 18 Q. Page number CRS-6.
19 regularly." 19 A, CR6?
20 Did you see that article? 20 Q. CRS-6, page 6.
21 A. No, I didn't. 21 A. Okay,
22 Q. Are you familiar with that quotation? 22 Q. The second paragraph under
23 A. No. 23 Politicization --
24 Q. In these reports that you get about 24 MR. CANTERO: That's a hard word.
25 the content of Radio Marti, was there ever 25 MR. OVELMEN: That's a hard word for me
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1 today. 1 really know. I would have to check. I will
2 BY MR. OVELMEN: 2 check for you, and if I've got it I will
3 Q. -- states, "Former Radio Marti 3 produce it.
4 Director Ernesto Betancourt maintains that he was 4 MR. CANTERO: Iwas just wondering
5 ousted from his position in 1990 because of his 5 because it refers to an attachment.
6 alleged opposition to TV Marti and because Mas 6 MR. OVELMEN: Right. I just honestly
7 Canosa claimed to have lost contro] of Radio 7 don't know. I have not looked at it, if we
8 Marti. In a 1994 statement, Betancourt stated 8 have it.
9 that his ouster opened the floodgates for the 9 (Pause.)
10 politicization of the station, dragging it into 10 (The witness and his counsel confer off
11 exile politics and seriously weakening its 11 the record.)
12 editorial integrity." 12 (Pause.)
13 So says the report. Do you agree with 13 THE WITNESS: Okay, what is your
14 that paragraph? 14 question?
15 A. This is a contradictory statement 15 BY MR. OVELMEN:
16 here, because in one side he claims that I ousted 16 Q. Okay. Do you know Mr. Betancourt?
17 him from his position in 1990. Then he said that 17 A. Yes, 1do.
18 1 did that because I have lost control of Radio 18 Q. Is his statement that he was appointed
19 Marti. If I had lost control of Radio Marti how 19 director of the whole operation by Charlie Wick,
20 could I have fired him? 20 USIA director, at the time, correct?
21 Q. Well, that is an interesting 21 A. Yes.
22 question. Why don't we go to another exhibit. 22 Q. Is it true that during his tenure at
23 MR. OVELMEN: This one will be the next 23 Radio Marti he had consistently received
24 exhibit. Could you mark that. 24 outstanding appraisal ratings?
25 And here. 25 A, Idon't know that,
Page 1691 Page 1693
1 (Defendants’ Exhibit 159 was marked for 1 Q. That wouldn't be something you would
2 identification.) 2 be familiar with?
3 BY MR. OVELMEN: 3 A. Idon't getinvolved in the operations
4 Q. Have you ever seen this document 4 of the Radio Marti. '
5 before? 5 Q. Is it true that, "Without explanation
6 A. No,Ihaven't. I don't want to read 6 or justification, he was asked to accept a
7 it. Just call my attention on whatever you want 7 transfer to another element within USIA for which
8 to refer to. 8 he lacked any, lacked required academic and
9 Q. We are going to go through it pretty 9 professional background"?
10 carefully, why don't you take a minute and read 10 A. Idid not know. Idid not.
it 11 Q. So you have no reason to dispute that?
12 A. What page? 12 A Idid not participate in any of the
13 Q. We are going to probably go through 13 those decisions or conversations, so I don't
14 most of it. 14 know.
15 A. Okay. 15 Q. He states, "It was my conviction at
16 (Pause.) 16 the time, and later events confirm that
17 MR. CANTERO: Do you have the attached 17 conviction, that my transfer was instigated by
18 summary and supporting documentation? 18 Mr. Jorge Mas Canosa, who has chaired the
19 MR. OVELMEN: To this? 19 Presidential Advisory Board on Cuba Broadcasting
20 MR. CANTERO: Yes. It talks about an 20 since its inception."
21 attached summary and supporting 21 Is that true?
22 documentation. 22 A. What is your question?
23 MR. OVELMEN: Idon't know if I have 23 Q. Is that statement true?
24 that or not. Idon't think I do. I would 24 A. No, it is not true.
25 have to check. I'm not being coy, I don't 25 Q. Butitis true you have chaired the
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