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FROM . AiéhBA”dY HABANA

TO . THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON, . £ encs.,
REF . Habana's 547, Sept. 28, 1951% Habanals 527, Bep

SUBJECT: Oscar GANS mupﬁtﬁtéﬁ Prime Minister in C
Announced October 1, 1951,

President PRIO on October 1 announced the new Cabingt 7
to succeed the one that terminated its activities with the
resignation of Frime Minister LANCIS on September 24, 1951.
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A list containing the composition of the new Cabinet,

party affiliations of its members .and previous service y
any] in the Cabinet is enclosed. ‘ :

ew. w&hih@&,fﬁymtf Prime Minister Lancis be-
Hes S@Gfmiarv of Egcation. He is replaced as Prime

inister by Uscar GANS, former Iinister of State {(and

rior ts@? to zzni@% ? @f Jmﬂ;gga; The State portfolio
: HEZ Arango, former Minister

In the v

v Ministers in the former CGabinet not ineluded

{14
. The onl
1 ta% wr@s%gf one 1/ are the F@?m@ri nisters of Interior
PIAZ and of Labor Ar %A&QQ; Tellaheche,

are replace & Qy sentatives gpwmﬁéé
r of Inter h.‘;yw ﬁ%?@i

or . uﬁth &irii &ﬁ% Buttari are f&r&@@
( ed gabyﬁa v oliy 1?5& to run for
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All members of the former Cabinet not mentioned above
retain the portfolios held by them in the former Cabinet :
{including Antero RIVERO who was imitially reported to have
retired from the Cabinet)., Dr. Jorge CASUSO who served as
acting Minister of dJustice following the transfer of Oscar
GalvS from Justice to the Ministry of State retains his ad
interim status in the new Cabinet, -
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sointment of OUscar Cans as Prime hMinister is in-
ticularly in view of his recent statements to

teresting

the Uepartment 1/ to the effect that he expected to be Cuba's

next President. The appointment is also of interest in view
of the fact that the retiring rrime Minister is also a pos-
sible candidate for the presidency as is Minister without
Portfolio Carlos HEVIA who has for long been eonsidered the
President's personal choice as a successor. The principal
. gualifications of LANCLS are his role as a moderating in-
. fluence among the different PRC(A} sectors: and the fact
| ‘ that he has no known enemies. Hevia is generally well re-
| garded as an honest hard working offiecial, but he has failed
| to arcuse the enthusiasm of the electorate. Gans is less
{ well known to the Cuban people than is Hevia and is probably
E
]
\

not as popular. Like Hevia, Gans is not considered "simpé-

| tico™, a prime Tecuisite for office seekers in Cuba, The
} reason for Gans'! appointment as Prime Minister is therefore
I

not very clear as yet. The appointment may have been made
as an indication to the people that the Govermment's re-
| cently adopted policies 2/, which have not been well re-
? ceived Dy *the pegple will be changed., The appointment may
L of course mean {though not necessarily) that Hevia has been
| dropped by the President as his choice for the presidential
| ‘ candidacy. It may also indicate that Lancis refused to con-
tinue as Prime: Minister in order to disassogiate himself
from the Government's new policies. However, if this were
the case he could have indicated his pogition more clearly
by withdrawing from the Cablnet altogether.
. : Q
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The appointment of “wweliano Sénchewz Arango as Minister
. of State comes as something of a surprise in view of his
¢ close identification in the past with asctivities affecting
e political relations between countries in the Caribbean
area, While very agreeable to Guatemala it is considered
that the Dominican Republic will take a dim view of his
rappointment as Minister of State, ‘

1/ Mr. Wellman's letter of September 12, 1951.
{ 2/ Despatch 539, Sept. 28, 1951.
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| In his student days Séanchez Arango had GlGS@ ﬁ@ﬁn%gtlﬁns
with tha &@mmunwgtﬁ in Cuba and he. has been openly accused in
the press-of being a Communist. Apparently no evidence has
ever been uncovered that he ever received a party card. In
view of hisg past connections with the Communists Sénchexz
Arango has long been viewed with canssdasahle ﬁHS?lQlﬁﬁ, and
the hmbassy has ﬁﬂ@@ia?@ &&1&@&1& d his activities uUnder
close scrutiny. The fmbassy's present opinion is that Sén-
chez Arango is now an anti-Communist.- He is a close per-
sonal friend of President Frio and has been closely associated
with him in politics over a period of many years, It is con-
sidered e m@ﬁL&*lj note wa?ih; that during his tenure as

Clinister @f Lducation Sénchez Arengo strongly entouraged

the organization and development of an anti-communist
teachers' asscociation to crowd out the only other teachers!

- assoclatlon then exis ninm which was under communist domina-

Cybion and control.l/ Cons euueﬁtiv azﬁzﬁugﬁ Sénchez Arango

*, has had quite a career of oppos iilﬁﬁ to u@vgrwm@ﬁﬁs in the

Coribbesn considered by him as'dictatorial in *%a@&a*er,

- the Imbassy believes thot from the point of view of Com-

munism the United States Govermment will be able to work

with the new linister of State on a mutually sdtisfactory
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Aw reported abeve Sepgundo CURTI and Edgardo BUITARI re-

as liinisters of Defense and Labor respectively in the
of 50 in order to run for Congress. Both Curti and

Buttari are influential in the Habana QngnigaLé$m of the
PRC(A). \hen they failed to be ra&wauz&%@d to the Cabinet
after thewune ig 1951 elections motﬁ became somewhat eme
bittered against the FPresident, “&@Rit@?lﬁ& th% ;
Senator Miguel SUAREZ Fernéndez, at that time (and §ﬁ@q1§}y
still) another strong cont %ﬁ&%r for the Paiié} presidential
, n@miﬁ&tlen, ﬁheﬁ Suédrez Fernindez bolted the Frio sector
© 6f the PRC(A)} to go over to Grau's ©
Curti, espe ﬁﬁdily the latter, could hav
vroblem i@w the President had they stuck with 5
nédndez. They did not do so, however, announein
,ia&; minute that they wgmia not g@li@w him ou
It is possible %h¢% their appointment to the Cabin
time is in the nature of a p&ywﬁf? fﬁ? their loya
President. o
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“due to Hernidndez' desire to retain his popularity with labor

"a change in Prio's policies it became necessary to find a

CArango

ii%?f%@ ke e @@Qhﬁi@ 1 ‘ﬁqn,, f?%%&%li” Qn g %m;il

to keep the administration constantly on the defensive, ;E§¥
im§1@mmﬁ%iﬂﬁ the President's new policy of firmness as an-
nounced in his speech of September 19 1/ Dfaz, as Minister
of Interior, assumed responsibility -for a number of actions
that have pr&ved extremely unpopular, one of these being the
recent arrest of the @dztar and 8ub~ed1tar ef the newspaper
51 Crisol Qj . e
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The appointment of Arturo Hernéndez as Minister of Labor
on October 27, 1950 came at a time when he was at the height
of popularity due to his sponsorship of the famous "Ley Ar
turito” to give Christmas bonuses to Government employees,
Probably the Govermment hoped, by giving him the Labor port-
folio, to capitalize on his yﬁyalariﬁy among the workers, .
This it did to some extent. However, as time went on, Her-
nédndez became increasingly ineffective. This may have been

by giving in on every issue that arose; to the fact that he <
became increasingly dominated and G?&T&ﬁ&ﬁ@@“ﬁ by MUJAL, ‘ -
Secretary General of the CTC, or that he was merely carry- o
ing out President Prio's @QLlCléﬁ and orders and that with

new Labor Minister having a stronger character and not too :
closely Lﬁ%ﬁ%Tflgd wit 1w%ia previous policy of a@§e&%§m%ﬁt* s 7t

General reaction to the new Gabinet is “@&tﬁ&tlc.;
Lven the "new" members have had prewvious exverience in
the Cabinet. Ubservers are ?&%&i%ﬁ as to the significance
of Gans' replacement of Lancis as Prime Minister. Sénchesz
P not G&ﬁml%@f@ﬁ any improvement over Gans as
Minister of State. To Sanchez' credit it must be said
%ﬁ‘* éi&ﬁﬂtiﬁf&&%i@ﬁ : @éw gﬁzltmai@ﬁ% a&% %%@ﬁ ha&rﬁ akm
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strengthen the position of the gowernment PRC(A) in the

mobilize the PRC({A) forces in Habana Province which is
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affiliatory and party re-organization period starting
Uctober &. The moves avpear particularly designed to

T

vitdl to the politicel future of the group now in power.

For the Ambassador:
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tinelosures: ¥
1. List of new Cabinet composition.
I
2. WMemorandum from Cultural Attaché,
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REPUBLIC OF CUBA
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

£

Political

$ affiliation
PRIME MINISTER: , ‘
Dr. Oscar Gans y &artx ez (1) ‘ Auténtico

STATE : :
- Dr, Aureliano Sdnchez Arango (2) Auténtico Oct. 1, 1951

JUSTICE k ,
Ur, Jorge Casuso y Diaz Albertini (3) (EPUBLICANG  Oct, 1, 1951

INTERIOR: | o ;
Mr. ng&ﬁﬁ@ Curti Messina (4) Auténtico Oct. 1, 1951

TREASURY: i ‘ . f
Dr. José K, Alvarez Diag Auténtico March 9, 1951

PUBLIC ORKS: | |
Dr. Luis F. 7. Casero Guillén ‘Auténtico - April 3, 1951

AGRICULTURE ' ‘ ,
Dr. @d&@@d@ Sudresz Rivas LIBERAL April 3, 1951

@U&Mmka ; 3 o
Tamdn xeydzﬁ y Marquez Sterling LIBERAL April 3, 1951

LABUR:
Dr. Bdgardo. Butt &y@ v ;ulg (5) Auténtico - Oet. 1, 1951

'aﬁ? '%1xxyiﬁﬁai$ y Shnchez (6) 3&@&&@@%%7 Oet., i§ 1§§£

 PUBLIC HEALTH AND SOCIAL WELFARE: ey o
 Dr. José R. andreu (2} | DEMOCEATA  April 3, 1951

COMMUNICATIONS: | . o
Dr. Sergio M. Mejias ; , oo Auténtico

fﬁfif*ﬁ§&§§é*$§§f. £
~ Auténtico

‘Q;\‘“%??§$i§*
! nca Sabas Al @mé (21
: &ﬁg&? M. Ferro
~5ﬁ& Aﬁ§§ﬁ3@ %ﬁ@l& %a&&iiﬁ {{}
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(&ﬁﬂﬁETARY QF THE PRESIDENCY: ‘ . ;
Dr. Orlando Puente y Pérez (8) . . Auténtico Oct, 10, 1948

Member of Cabinet since February 4, 1950
Member of Cabinet since October 10, 1948
Acting Minister of Justice

Minister of Defense from June 21, 1949 to Feb. 4, 1950
Minister of Labor from October 10, 1948 to Feb. L, 1950

Prime Minister Uctober 9, 1950 to Uctober 1, 1951

Member of Cabinet since September 25,7 1950 ~

Secretary of the Presidency since October 10, 1948 and Minister
without Portfolio lay 3 to Uct, 1, 1951 ~ ~
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“October 2, 1951.
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From: Cultural Attaché Jacob Qamner

Subject: éur@¢1aﬁe Q&nch@z &M“ﬁﬁ@ and the Colegio de &ﬁﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ%
Normdles y LGquiparados

Some vears azo there existed in Cuba a $1agl@ @rg&ﬁzzﬁﬁxaﬁ
of primary school *ea he rgs which was called the "Colegio de
Maestros de Cubg  This organization was soon infiltrated by
CGWWu&iS%&, and communists occupied its most important posi-

- tions. As a result of this, a split occurred in the ranks,
end the dissidents formed a new, non-communist orgenization
by the name of “%ﬁ}%gla de Maestros Normales y Equiparados”,
For seveiral years there was a struggle between these two ore-
ganizations to obtain the recognition of the Cuban government

as the organization which uificagily,?@§reﬁﬁmﬁ@é the teaching

'”@yﬁiQS%a Onl. : ‘ V ‘ ~

Over a year a%e ‘Dr. Aureliano Sé&nchesz Arango, then &zﬂx&t&y‘
of BEducation, set about to solve the problem, He did it in the
following way: In October 1950, he called a national congress.
of teachers for'the ostensible purpose of having the teachers
decide upon thelr unification in a single "colegio"”. The
delegates decided upon unification, and in §ﬂ%$ﬁ§ﬁ@ﬂt elec~
ﬁianm the "Colegio d@ Maestros mgr&ai@% vy Bauiparados" won

- the largest number of adherents. This "Colegio™ was then
g‘Vﬁn official recognition by @a; Cuban government, 1t is
the only primary school teachers! organization which has
such recognition, and\mﬁmﬁﬁfﬁhiﬁ in it 1& e@mwalsﬁfyﬁ

; De. Felipe “Donats, Director of | Education and Culture of
the éla&@%fy of kéhcﬁizﬁgg and right-hand man of S4nchez
Arango in the a@mzﬁ t?ﬁ%iﬁﬁ @f th ﬁﬁh@&iﬁ m? ﬁh@ country
has told me that & Jane 5

&%Qﬁi‘iﬁﬁ &?ﬁbl%

-kﬁﬁ bélﬁ%&ﬁ*'
s and Qtﬁ%f%
o perscn

.y gmw its leaders at %&ﬁ ilﬁi&t?j~‘§§ often n
Uenate §ﬂ  San« ~ ~ cot
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democratic statements; and when the American teachers were
here last December, it issued jointly with them a declaration
calling for. "firm adherence to. tune principles of democracy".

o,

%
L \ ¥
. S | ; ;
RﬁSTREQVﬁﬂ




Declaraciones
| De los Maestros
g o ‘Normalistas

. Enjuician la Obra
de Sanchez Arango

cen Educacion

. . El Colegio Nacional de Maestros
ormales v Equiparados, en de-
. ; claraciones firmadas por su Co-
<l mité Ejecutive, hace constar lo
sigutente: v
: - : 1.—Que g Colegio Nacionsl ra-
tifica su posicién de defensa hon-
rada. sin sometimientos ni me-
diatizaciones, de los justos intere-
- . 03 de la clase magisterial, por los
. . . cualos se mantendrd, con civismo
vy valentia. en pie de lucha.

2.-Que el Colegio Nacional, gue
representa la voluntsd mayorita-
: ~jlria del Magisterio, se debe a la
. {i clase magisterial. a la Nacién y

: e} puebls cubanos.

. 3.--Que el Colegiv Nacional rve-
conoee, publicamente, ¢l balance
Ade los aciertos ¥y la parte de In
obra posiliva del ministro de Edu-
 packdn saliente, doctor Aurelinng
Sdnchez Arango, entre los cuales
destacamos el cumplimiento rigw
roso de los escalafnes, pagoe ds
sobresueldos a massivos ¥ directo-
ors, pago simultdneo a fodos los
compafieros maestros de la Repl
blica, reconccimiento de log Cole-
gios de Maestros. Por sl manteni-
miento de todas estas conguistas,
que pertenecen a la Escuels v la
snsefianza, costaremoes vigHantes
- para impedir & toda costa gue pues
~§%fm ger arvebatadas o m—«aﬁs
T - Que en &l dia de ayer, doe |
fmmgg. 30 de septiembre, invitados
los miembros de este Ejecutive
Nacional, econjuntamente con la
;zﬁ%x?na representacidn de los perio- |
 distas. comprobamos. que sn los |
calmacenes del ministerio de BEdu-
egeion existen. empaguetados por
nrovineias vy distritos, las eantids-
des de material escolar suticientes
 para sy distribulde pos teda I
Repablies, Estos hechos los expo-
nemos 4 la luz plibifen {‘(?ﬁ méa
la pesponsabilidad neees
fue por shvima de las ;ma
m ?’z 5 ‘;;@iﬂ;ze&
: m in
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