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Attached is the article entitled "Dictator Batista of Cuba and
Communism", by Eliseo Riera-Gomez on which you requested comment. |
. K :

The article's references to President Batista's association with .
Communists, particularly during his previous regime are in many cases
factually correct; nevertheless the article presents a highly )
‘exaggerated plcture and is not a fair evaluation of Batista's: present
attitude toward Communism. For example, in the discu881on of
Communist penetration in the govermment (page 6), the article states
that Batista "is leaning heavily upon men of Communist extraction" , O
in his government. While some former Communists have been employed | o
by the Batista govermment, the number is not great and no proof is h -
available that these persons have not renounced their former Comm 3t ~
ideoclogy. Furthermore, there has been no evidence of Communist : 54,
influence upon Cuban domestic or foreign policies. The recent . b T
law-decree declaring .Commnist activity "incompatible" with government . _CD‘
service, although still untested, may prov1de some further indication
of the government's attitude.

In regard~tovthe last sentence of the article, DRA has no

information that President Batistd has "supported" the growth of " f/
Communism since March 1952. The President and members of his /A/
government have repeatedly declared the regime to be anti-Communist,

“and have implemented these declarations by certain positive measures

both at home and abroad. If the measures have not been effective,
they have at least not furthered the Communist cause. The over-all
position of the Communists in Cuba appears to have definitely

worsened rather than improved since the coup of March 1952, largely
as a result of govérmment action,
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"Dictator Bgtiéta of Cuba and Communism®

.The article "Dictator Batista of Cuba and Communism", by
Eliseo Riera-Gomez, is in many instances factually torrect, although
it presents a highly exaggerated picture and is not a fair evaluation
- of Batista's present attitude toward Communism. For example, in the
discussion of Communist penetration in the government (page 6), the
article states that Batista "is leaning heavily upon men of Communlst
extraction" in his government. While some former Communists have been
employed by the Batista government, the number is not great and no
proof is available that these persons have not renounced their former
Commnist ideology. Furthermore, there has been no evidence of
Communist influence upon Cuban domestic or foreign policies. The
recent law~decree declaring Communist activity "incompatible" with
govermment service, although still untested, may provide some further
1ndlcatﬂon of the government's attltude.

Iy

In regard to. ‘the last sentence of the article, - no 1nformatlon is
available that President Batista has “supported" the growth of ,
Communism since March 1952. The President and members of his govern—
- ment have repeatedly declered the regime to be anti-Communist, and
have implemented these declarations by certain positive measures
‘both at home and abroad. If the measures have not been totally
. effective, they have at least not furthered the Comrunist cause.

The over-all position of the Communists in Cuba appears to have
definitely worsened rather than improved since the coup of March 1952
© largely as a result of government action. .
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DI CTATOR BATISTA OF CUBA AND COMMUNISH
By Eliséo Riera-(jomeg |

After ten years ef‘?avolutionary coniulsions (1930419h0§.
Guba acﬁiévad a regime of constitutional and political sﬁability.
The 1939 olections gave the people an opportunity to frée1y‘e1ect
its ﬁgpreseatativas.tc a Constituent Assembly uﬁon whieh full
Eov@%eignty had b@6n vastada 'All'pollticai partias were repre-
36&%@6 in that CemgF3839 wvhich anacﬁ@ﬂ the new Conati%ution 1n ‘

@f?ezt since Octobsf 10, 1940.

VL

ﬁhder the above man%ioned G@nstitutiong ﬂuba consolidated

4

1ts eivil and demoeratlic insti%u%ioms, 1mproved its comme?cial and

i

industrial abliity, heightensd its economical aﬁd fiﬁancial p?o~
braa@, and opened new sources of wer£ fbﬁ ﬁhe benefit of the work-.
ing classes. In the p@liﬁical field, Cuba had six @1eetions,v1n
which the oitizaas” Figh%avwawe absolﬁﬁaly guaranteed, having been .
able to cast thelr votes without Guress and with due respect to ™.
the national will. A% the 5ame,timq,-%ha Communist Party lost Kﬁ\g
strength, as a result of & gocial political progranm de#el©pad by v |
theTeomsﬁituticmal govérnm@nk@ (19hhwi9h8, {94,8-1952), which aimed,
,uoo, at taking away from the Communist leaders the control of the
labﬁ? unious

On March hha 10th, 1952, eighty days before %he Presidentiai
slection that wes %o ba held on June 1st, of that same ;ear. former
dictator Batista entered the army headquarters at Camp Columbia at
Z A. M., aﬁd by offering to double the pa&’of Qoldiars, sallors and

policemen, established himself again as a dictator, suppor%ed



ekclusiveiy by part of the army ahd against the free will of

: %ﬁeiﬁeOpleo 'In so doing, he discardéé the Cuban COnstitﬁtlon

. and &Ssuﬁed the powers of Congress. Batista knew the ﬁattern

(1% waaAtanin“s)g when by a éevolt of the Russian army, the way
was>pa§ad for the Bolshevic ﬁevalut;oa im 1917. This was the same
p&t%erﬁ;thé% he followed 1§ 1933 when he helped to Qréégize a -
mu%imy,amoﬁg’soldiaﬁsg sailors‘aﬁdvbolicemeﬁ against their superior_
offi@epég and the Communists, infcrme&’befcrehan&,'attempted to
use that revolt tbeGVietize'Gvba; Only %hrough‘the strong oppo-
sitiém éf_demeeratie,‘mA%iqnali@tic and anticCommunisticjcubams |

" was this Communistic attempt f@iled: yét'Batista rémained as the
head of:the revoltiég army'aﬁd ruled Cuba from his army ﬁdéd-
quarters as a dictator until eiected President in 1940.

, It was in 193?_ﬁhat Batiasta established formal and 1hport~.
ant contacts wiéh the Communist}Party;.and during the early dgys
of'SeptambePE 1938, (dbout the tiwé of the‘Munich Part) he ordered
the Go@ernbr of Havana to reéogni;;hthe_ﬁohﬁunist Party»pf Cuba.
a8 a legal entity and organization, which.in its first bylawé
reglstered 1tself as 2 éubsidiary of the International Commuﬂists.‘
The recording of the CmmmunistfParty ag a legal arganiiatIOn took
place on the 13%th of Sep%ambsé, 1938, in thé Provincial Government
of Havana. | | |

A1F6a6y>in an Intimate reiaﬁiomship with the Communists,
Batista immediately moved to place the whole labor movement of ;
‘Cuba in he hands of the Communists, and after several interviews

with Communists Blas Roea, Lazaro Pena and Juan Marineilo, thav



éuban Confederation of Labor was plaoed under the abaoluto controi

of Lazaro Pena on January 22&6, 1939, in a gathering which took

pla@e under threats and violence suppcr%ed by Dictator Batista.

This 1s %he gsame Lagaro Pene who Jiust last month left for Moucow

from Cuba without being moiestad by Batista, even though he was
wanted by the courts on sedition charges (Mlami Herald-March 25,1954 ).

After these two steps were teken: recpgnitién of the Commnist
Party, end the plécemam% of the‘labdr movement in the hands of the
Communists, his third @%eé was to bring the Commumists into the Gov-
efnmenﬁ; In March 19399 the C@mmuniat Party and a small Political
;Party @&116@ "Uﬁion Rav@luclanaria ﬁ@gethﬁr formed "Union Revolu-
@ionaﬁia Cﬁmmunis%a s which ﬁcok.part in the elections for the Constie
tutional Assembly iam 1939. Then Ba@iata, avcandidate for Rresiﬁent
at the time, utilised the Communist Pé?ty as shook troops in his
political campaign. ﬁ@igaWQ them arms, money and authority to géﬁ

“throughout the countrya And it'wés-witﬁ the Communist“s h;ip;‘as

he was their Presidential candidate in the 19&0 election, that he was
elected. Batista adopted aa par§ of hié'campaign platform many basic
1deas for which the Commnist Party stood, including the famous slogan |
"Guba Out of the Imperlallstic War"g We must remember that at this
time Hitler and Stalin were alllea, and, therefore, our enemies.

-Omé @f-ﬁhe moat lmportant Russian agenﬁa in Latin America, and
no doubt well known tn our State Dapavtment for his Communist activ- |
ities in %he Caribbeaﬂ area, was a man who has used the names of Otto
Medley, Aaron Sinekowitz, Jose Micheloen, Abraham Gpobar, andvlately
Pavio Grdbaé'anﬁ who was chaged out of Caba in 1950 by actions of the

Cuban @ovewngant presided by Dr. Carlos Prio Soccaras. ‘

Grobar entered Cuba for the first time in 192). He was a graduate
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of the P@li?ical University ofKMoécaé and came to Guba to organize‘thgf'
Cémmunist Party\theréo He was in Cuba és a Moscéw agent and during the
 Cutan revolution, using Hammer ana Sickle banners in some sugar milla
and imsistimg the army to vevol% in favor of Soviet Russia. However,
this attempt wams stopped by the then Preaident of Cuba Grau San Martin.
in Januaryg 193§9 Favio Grobar regis%ered in the alien Registratlcn
Bureau under the name of Jose Miehelong with card No. 153207. He was
capbured by the p@ii@é “he 23rd 6f November, 1935, in a seocret CQmmunist
meeting and was 3@&%@@0@&'£@ giﬁ>m@ﬁth§ in prison by the Courts and to
'b@ dep@wted@ but on tha ESﬁh day of Aprilg 1936, and while Batista was
Fuiimg Cube as a ﬁicta%ors by decree No. 1095, published in the Official
Gazette {equivalent to our Congressional Resord), the deportation order
waa revoked.
Citizenship papers were igsued to Favio Grobar in Novémbqr.

1936 under the neme of Abrasham Gpobar. ‘Favio GrébavﬁswCommuniét'active
1ties in Cuba in the period of 1933“4939 were with the knowledge and
o@mple%@ backing of Dictator Ba%isﬁae He_was the foremost leader of
Russian Communists in cubag.ha helped organize Marxist Scﬁools; and
used his influencs to plaece Laﬁgro Pena at the head of the Ccnfederaﬁipn
of Labour of Cuba. In January, 1942, Batista being PPasiaent, the
Russlan Pavlo Grobar, delegate in Cuba of thé Caribbean Sovie; Secre-
- tarlat, called e meéeting of all Commnists in the city of Santiago de
Guba in which he read information that he had recelved, stating that
tha‘enﬁraﬁ@g of the United States in the warfhad destroyed tho'oampaign |
‘agalnst thaﬁ‘natiﬁn made by Russis aﬁd had 1mqreased the moral” influence
of the Unitéd States 6?&? the people of Laiin Americas and that 1t was
nesessary to start a @ampéigm of defamation against Great Britaim and

the United States in order to keep public opinion in Latin America |
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favorable to Russia, 80 as %o have a prepared_fiéid'whgﬂ in  the post--

. N
Cwap @bmm@ti@msp sovietization of Labin America would be a%tadhed. After-r

this gatherimg, the central eommittee of the commumist Party met in
Havana and eleocted Comminist lsader Blal Roca to tour Latin America to
carry on %h&‘plama menﬁiomea above. In the Offieial Gazette of June 18,
Baﬁi@%a'as'?résiﬂsnt, @igﬁ@d-tha‘daeree Noo'162§.designating,31as Roca
as an official delegate of %hﬂ~Miﬁi@tQP‘ﬁf LabOF assigﬁe& 66 visit Latin‘
Am&pi@éﬁieéunﬁrieae  Thus we have that @Foba?, the University of Moseow
gﬁaduatsg wasg p@vmi%tad‘by Baﬁiata‘to Pemaiﬁ‘iﬁ Cuba by @aﬂcelimg his de-
portation orders; let hiﬁ yééeiva-aubam eitizenship papers and Iaﬁef’when
%ha G@mmﬁéiét1Party wéa iggalizeag permittimg him to ach fﬁeelyhiﬁ Cuba,
arganiuinﬁ %he Communiste and helpimg %hem to contﬁél Cuban labor.
Batista as President, elected in IQHO, appointed Juen. Marinells,
_Pfe@idan* of the C@mwunist Party, as Minister im his Cabimeﬁ, and another
C@mmugiat‘laad@r; Carlos Rafael Rodpigussz, alao be@ame a member cf ﬁbe~
Cabinet. Batlstba persmn&ily nelped the Communista to obtaln threevseahs
in the Cuban Senate and several in the House of Representatives. The

' S@nators_wsra‘duam Marinells, Cesar Villar and Garcia Aguero. In 1943,

Batiasts gave the Communists ome of the most important international wave :

lengths for the Red broadcasting station salled ™1010", Also he app@iute&

a3 head of the Cuban war‘pﬁ@pagam&a 8 well-known Cuban CdeUmisﬁ, Vi@emﬁe
Mar@ineﬁg who was one of the key mem of the Communist papsr "Hey®. Dic-
tator Baﬁis%a ﬁad many meetings with Communiaﬁ lesders Blas Roea and |
Carlos Rafael Radrigues (fPormer member of Batista's Cabinet) before the
TOUP ﬁ”aﬁat af 1952, Th&sé meetings took place at the farm 8% his formar

Minlater of War Soss de Guesada {now a Geﬁeral in the Cuban army and head

of legal matt@r@) After the coup dietat, the Communiats observed a very:

. { . ) .
peculiar form of oppositior, declaring that they were against any revelu-
tion or violence divected againat Batista. At the same time they workad

vory hard to [orm a popular front, in which they sought to entice other

¥
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poiitical parﬁies with the purported aim ef seeking g peaceful. demo-~

“%

~eratic‘soluﬁiomﬁ of the situation created by the Bagista seigure of power, -

Gbntrary to all of Batista's public statements denouncing Com-

- munism in ordep to gain the support of the United 3tates Goverument, it

- sould be eaaily provom by a close sxamiﬁatiaﬁ of Batista's past by the

@ompﬁqition of his present G@verﬂment that he is leaning heavily upon
men of Cemmunist sxtraction. Thus we will £ind that his Minister of
Commerce today, Paﬁl'L@Famzo, was a member of the Communist Secretariat
in the Province of Las Villas, 1@36=1937s using the pseudonym "Lauro o

ﬁPB@ﬁiO Gonzoiesg %oday”@ Uﬁd@? S@@Petary of Lsbor, 1s a former Commuuist,

' aavia,ahown im,a judgment of the Svpramg Court of Cuba signed on thru»

ary 18, 1952; and registered under nnmber ?03=95“ To&ay“s Under Secre-
tary .of Educaiiom of Gubaﬁ Dr. Augusta Rodriguez Miranda, was a member
of the Communisf Party of Cuba. ) ‘ -

- It is indeed worthwhils finding out what secret agreements 1f any

‘have been made duriung the three secret trips that Juan J. Arevalo, the

. Gua%emalan leader, has mede to Cuba. Furthermore it has been reported

that Batista's latest trip to the Isle of Plme dn sarly March, 195l
wag for the sole purpose of‘aa@fetly confeéring with the COmﬁunist‘leader :
Anibal Escalante, editor of thé Comminist ﬂgwspéper "Hoy", in regard to.
the departure of Lazar@'P@mé for Mosoow later on in that same month.
Batisgta'’s 1nai&i®ﬂaﬂessjié‘magnified by his poée againat
Communism, when he 1is aotﬁally.piaaing large numbers of Communist
leaders in imp@rtanﬁ:positiops‘im the Government. The Communistie
inclinations and indostrinations of Batista as shown by all hié total-
itaristic actlons as dlctator, his attacks oa‘thq freedom of the
press , the discar&ing the Cuban Comstitution, hié agsuming the powers

of Congress, and modifying by ukase the laws regulating theé judieiary,
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throuéh-ﬁhé fovdéd ?eﬁiPement of four Jﬁé%loes of the Supremq Courts
 by'his beati@gs and torturing of many of the members of the oﬁéosiw
tion pa?tiesg,ﬁ@difying'articies.of the Constitution by placing in the
police éﬁd éhe soldiers out 6f %ﬁe jurigdicﬁion of the courts of the
land, afe~dangarcus to our @wm iﬂtePna1 security 1n~thi§.c§umtryg
For under his fuﬁhlegs anti-Democratic system, the seed of Communism
| has found a fartile ground in whidﬁ to grow with the support of this

ruthless dlotabor.
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