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Mr. Fishburn asked fl_,r. Mujal why the Communists had been given 5 out of -~ 
the 32 positions on the Executive Committee of the Tobacco Workers Federation. 
Mr. Ivluj al replied that the Communists and followers of Batista had cooperated • 
in electing a number of their representatives to the national convention·of the ~ 
tobacco workers. Had the Batista followers cooperated with him, Mujal declared, 

. he would have arranged to give them a certain nmnber of seats on the Executive -"'. 
Committee. -However, in order to show them who was boss; and to punish them for ~
collaborating with the Communis.ts instead of with him, Mujal arranged to have a · ... 
limited number of Ccmn:nunists .instead of Batista followers elected to the Executi.J:.r:, 
Committee of the tobacco workers., He added that an additional reason for the 1\J,. 
arrangement was to smoke out Batista's relations with the Communists. He stat~d(N 
that Batista had. cooperated with the Communists in the labor movement during en 
Batista 1 s previous Fresidency and that he, Mujal, wondered how far- such collaboriiJ 
ation might go again. He added that when he spoke with President Batista 
regarding the' election on the dayTollowing it, the President had not objected 
to the election of the Communists. 

RESTRICTED 

ARA:JTFishburn/cd 

.. 
,..rq 
ii~nv.----""'~ -···· 

·,. cat---·-·--


