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(chlaasified) REBEL AOTI?ITY. There has been active rebel

aotivity since the latter paft of May.. Rebels who landed from the
- Corinthia om May 24 {WEEKA“22, May 29) clashed with Cuban troops on
¢ Rear Holguin, Oriente; the Army claimed 16 rebels killed,
including their leader Calixto SANCHEZ Whyte. - There were rumors
of landimgs im various parts of the island but they were all denied
by the Government. Police reported that after a gun fight in
‘which mo one was injured they arrested some 35 armed men who had
gathered near Cienfuegos, Ias Villas to move against Govermment
forces., There was an encounter betweemn the Cuban Army and Fidel

. CASTRO's "26th of July" group at El Ubero, Oriemnte early om May 28,
reportedly resulting in several casualties om both sides. Or June
1, the Army reported amother clash with CASTRO and claimed 9 rebels
had been killed and 4 wounded without any Army losses. The Army
has sent some 800 of its hest troops to the Sierra Maestra to smoke ~
out CASTRO, imcluding the battalion equipped under MAP, arnd the Army )
Chief of Staff has said they will need no more than ome week to do -
80. Some residemts of the Pico Turquifio area -- Sierra Maestra'l
highest pesk:. — have been evacuated.
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: (CONFIDENTIAL) COMMENT. The Army has set itself a time .
schedule of one week or the Castro issue amd its time is rumnimng out.
The situation was deteriorating rapidly however amd the Army was
foreced to take strong measures to quell rebel activity ir order mot
to appear ineffective,

(UNCLASSIFIID) TERRORISTIC ACTIVITIES. Terroristic bombings
continued in Habama and the interior during the past week. The bombc}
which exploded at the Electric Company plant at 2:10 KiM.on May 28th

" (WEEKA 22, May 29) blacked out the Yusimess and commercial center C)
of Habana until 11:10 A.M. om May 30, a total of 57 hours, during
which time most sheps imn the area remained closed. 1t was reported
that the bemb caused damage estimated at $375,000. Police are

looking for an llectric Comj employee e claim was aesponlible
for the bombinz, have a eady ‘arreste s wite.iy
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‘! (Otricidl_glo Omly) COMMENT: -Tﬁd lﬁba-py hears from
oppositionidt. sources that bombings are becoming a favorite pastime
- with ever; .getting into the act without amy particular planning

or _ceopera o The money loss resultimg from the work stoppage

) oubtedly much gredter than the damage caused to the electric

pl by the bomb itself.
. (\UNCLASSIFIED) ELECTIONS. Late om June ° -

. OR lléct&on Teglslation, set Up as a resuit of’tho- forng 333
ional efforts to fimd a peaceful solution of Cuba's pelitical
‘preblems (WEEKA 19 of May 8), voted to camcel existimg voters'
identity cards (carmets) and to issue mew omes for the 1958
‘electiemns. The Autentice (Cuban Revelutiomary Party) members of
the Committee -- whe had 'returned to the Committee after with-
drawing from it twilee in a week -- voted agaimst the measure,
saying they favored revalidation amnd re-use of the old carmets.

sh: Committee's action will be submitted to the Congress for its

ote. .

~ (OFFICIAL USE ONLY) COMMENT. The Carmets are used for
registering pelitical parties. Autemtico leader amd former Presi-
dent Ramom GRAU San Martim whe was the omly eppesition camdidate
during the 1954 elections -- altheugh he withdrew before the actual
election date -- has been opposing the camce ion of the carmets
because he repertedly has a large number of/ d te his follewers
in 1954 still in his cemtrel. ces of evemtual agreement on
1958 elections planning are as slim as ever and it 1s rumered that
the major eppesitionlist greups may mot participate in the elections.
Manuel Antomio (Tomy) VARONA, leader of the unregistered Autemtico
faction, recemtly returned from Miami where he interviewed exlled
Autentico leader and former Presideat Carles PRIO Socarras. The
Embassy hears VARONA will shertly place befere the Gevermment the
conditions FPRIO insists be met befere his group will participate
in elections. The conditions have nadf been ie publle but the
Embassy understands they set out terms te which the Governmemt ceuld
net pesslbly agree. Onmne result eof the lessenimg chances of agree-
ment on electioms plamning betweem the Gevernmmnt and the eppesi- -
tien groups is teo encourage those whe advecate vielemce as the
only way eof gettimg BATISTA eut eof eoffice.

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) UNREST IN SANTIAGO DE CUBA. Thepe has
been grewing unrest in Santlage de Cuba during the .past week.
Police have repertedly beem emflorcing an "unefficial” curfew and
en Sunday, June 2, 26 women were temperarily detained by pelice
zuthe:itiel fellowing a public demomstratien against vielence and

errorism. . - - « N
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(UIOLAIJIIIID) OOIIIQ nurAnrs IOR GlllVA. Algol Ootiﬂ. Garein,
_ dopoacd, oretary (Gemeral of the Electric Plants Pederation, left
Habana(en) the evening of May 31 te attemd the ILO. Comference in
.Genevs'. fifie, in hiding fer several days, was escerted te the .
rpert /by an offivial of the Mimnistry ef State uhz personally put
m on the plame. Alse en the same plane were José Perez Gensales
.and Ignacie Gensales Tellechea, 'twe official members of the Cuban
. Werkers' dolo;ation. Just. prier te dc;u ure Cofifie said he was
>~leaving the country "wnder the’ proteo ths ILO whieh required - -
. passpert faclilities and safe cen ct. altho net a
‘witmber of this year's cuban ILO delegation, lt 11 hold' a loat
on. the ILO Geverning Beard.

(comrxm'rnx.) COMMENT. Altheugh Cefifie faces charges of
. direeting an 1llegal strike amd 1s under suspiciem for cemplieity
“Am the bembing ef. the main electric predueing plant in Habana en
May 28, the Gevermmemt apparently decided te permit him te ge te
the ILO Cemferemnce, in view of his pesitien en the Geverming Beard,
::d in erder te head off pessible ceritiecism by detaining him here
Habana.

Oon June 4, the Urgemey Ceurt in Habama erdered the arrest of
. Cefifie, accusing him or invelvement in the bembing ef the electric
planrt. v A

(UNCLASSIFIED) PSYCHOLOGICAL: Evemts in Thipeh and Ha1t1
received the greatest agtention in the Cuban press. Beth
Excelsier and Infermacien felt the attack em the American Embassy
at Talpeh was at least Imstigated by Communists. The faet that a
greup of the attackers tried te epen the safe centalning secret
papers, sald Execelsier, was preef that the Embassy gutting was met
just the reswulIt of spemtaneeus meb actien. The main ceommunist
metive said this paper, was prebably met te ebtaim seeret papers
but te take advantage of the tensien and premete frictien between
the Chinese Natienalists and the U.S. Infermaeiém agreed that
the cemmunists must have expleited the sItuatien and femented the
meb actien but peinted eut that this weuld met have been pessible
witheut a cause -- whieh the Americams gave by hurting the Chinese
pride. While it might have been centrary te Western law, said
this paper, if a Chinese judge had been allewed te 31t dwith the
Ameriecan military tribunal, the Chinese might have beem able te

‘save face and the imcident aveided. Mest of the cemmertary em
Haiti teek place when the ceuntry breke eut in eivil warfare berore
Fignele was made previsienal president. Pueble called Haiti a '
madheuse where nebedy understeed What was happening and where 10
presidential candlidates all used the magic werd "electiens", while
nene had a pregram., El Mun stated that while Gemeral Ma oire
had te g .i such a sitUnRt cemmen in Latln Amerioa es t '

vacuun inte whieh step the demagegues thus perpetua
iisorder. Diarie de la Marina did net believe the provisional pres;
ency ef FIE!UIE’Q%HII‘!!!%I!‘thinzl, rcr being A candidate
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