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POLITICAL
i. Politics m& mw'&im

V ‘ sroposal te mzs ma elcetim m
1, 1958, The pattern of the session was set by the Senate,
——— - voted to meet the first three afternoons cof each weask., It is
qxpeem that the session will continue for sml_m.(

gpmment: Thue far, no element of the @wmi@im has @@ﬁ,ni 13 N
) ptrtieipa'bo in the proposed elcetiom m hay pv:h tar- o i

em:!.eism, which they ineist are R N 1 ey
@mmipaﬁm&e w%i:h the f@nmt iims "‘*"’"”"“ to meet. . |
other hand, ernment appears increasingly fir :
%o the holding of the electiohs, to such sn extent That 16 moul Sl
now bhe extremely @ifficult for it to back down. QUAS Ina an, the =~
Vice President, stated in a speech this week that the Governme |
was determined to hold elections whether or not the yition =

partiéipated., This is a complete about-face from the position taken
by tho eenmmt m firet pmeung the elections plan. ~

Pictures and personal accounts have now W deﬁ.n%tals
establishing that Raul CHIBAS, former hud of the "Histori
- of the Ortodoxo Party, has -joined Fidel CASTRO : he:
Bﬁeunttina. The insurrectionary opposition b
uraged by his action. Manuel BISBE has bee
le **‘f‘ ers of t!u faction to replace him.

ce&tm;z CHIBAS was the sprongest uni
Party, since his bz-other, Edvuardo (“Eddic




~C {(Cla ﬁ,écc 1) NG s ANO.. -
mm%m ‘the party /im forged 1t 1A¥e ) powerfibreice fou Pesor.
[ i® now dead, and Paul has b%@a&@ increasingly disgusted with-
l%h& ttiﬁ-@@n&ing and biokering tactics of the &thng-ieaﬂtgzﬂaf the |
party. His gbandenment of the party appeers o doom it as’ z unifisd
and an%ian&lly'tffee*iwﬁ Force, (CFPICIAL USE ONLY)

Senator Rolando MAS *er%, artézﬁagsanizimg and m;aﬁor»aiﬁéing
the CGovernment?!s relly at Santlago de Cuba on Jﬂ?@ 30, carried outh .
similar affair on s smaller scale at Chirivieco (a—small port some 46 —— -

milees west of Sentiago, on the south coest) on July I4. This is
on the edge of the area in which Pidel CASTRO'g forces are claimed . —
tc be active.. The meeting, in contradistinction to that in Santiagze,
was considered quité successful, with some 1,000 people attending.

. It ie understood that Masferrer tentatively plan@ sinmilay m%et%mgg

in the nesr future, m::mssnvx@}

Comment ; aferf@r appears to be attempting to bhuild himself up
ae Tthe obviocus and unavoidable candidate to succesd RATISTA. He
persuaded and bullied the Govermment into adopting his plan for
political rallies in Santiago and other lccalities generally consid-
ered strongholds of opposition sentiment. The Santiago meeting was
unsuccessful from the point of view of numbers participating, but
the fact that it was held and went off relatively peacefully was in
itself a significant aschievement. The Chirivico meeting was success-
ful on all counts. Masferrer plays two themes at these meetings:

The first runs: Here we are, in the land Castro says he controls,

but where 18 he? His -second theme iz a demagogic appeal to the

negro and mulatto classes and to the squatters. Thus, at the
Chirivico meeting he told his audience that the Government would
shortly give the squatters title to the lands they oéecupy, regardless
of the present ownership. Many of the squatters in thatregion are on
land owned by an American company, the Cuban land Company, and have
been using beth the land and timber for many years. Masferrer is
consistently rather scornful eof other Covernment figures in his
public remarks. He is disliked by many ef them, and the armed forces
deeply resent his private ferce of ever twe hundred well-armed thugs.
That group moved inte Santlage before the meeting there and “assisted”
the lecaé amth@rities ta @ai&tain lau anﬂ @réer. _Thsy are atill

— ” CONFIDENTIAL ——] "

sals for any éisturbanceso Whey alse @tlleed tha shiriviee meeting.
The local press reported that twe members ef the gang en sentry duty
cutside the town where killed by Castre forces. Actually, seme of
the gang get into a drunken squabble among themselves and shet it.
at, with two fatalities. Masferrer is disliked and despised by many,
beth in and eut ef the Gevernment. He is alse feared, and obtains a
grudging respect frem those whe particularly gémire beldness and
crude ppwer. (cammxm) .
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] The W Wn centinued te treat the pecent Seviet puvge =
he most_impertent news of the week. Papers like Inferma

_play v the pursed and hev tae m.stm? of mzm in zha USSE

‘m bm a urie ef mg@ﬁ since ne real ap;@iitien ¢an be

under such a systéem. One cannot find, said Infermecién, a ~'

Russian leader ef any lmpertance, since the Hévelucien of 191’7, das

has net been accused ef some crime against the sanlet state -- the

enly exceptien being Khruschev and Bulganin whe are new in pewer,

and m weuld predict this will net alse happen te them? Beth Alerta

and Excelsier saw the power eof the Soviet armed ferces behind tBiF f

meve ©o gt Tld ef all fermer Stalinists, but Alerta mentiened the |

alleged ziwl%%y ameng the Seoviet generals Zhukev, %.seﬁem and 3

Kenev, whe all three made their name during Werld War II. Excelsier ° %

felt Shukev was the shadew behind the new sireng stand Zerin is %

taking at the Londen Disarmament Cenference. The really significant

thing abeut the whele purge, said El Munde, was the rise te influence

and power ef the Seviet military which began with the need te depese i

.ef Beria and which now has decisive influence in the Kremiin. Tae

hemlin may still change its global strategy many times, mm i

El Mundée, but 1t will net be able te change the mﬁim gtructure i

upen which rests the Soviet pelicy ef expansien. asehéy re, b -

|
s

is new the indisputable dictater ef the Seviet M@n, #2id Prénss
Iibre, but he is distinet frem Stalin who relied en the Cemmuni
,Ww maintain his pewer, whereas Nikita must depend en the Red
Army. Perhaps za new epech has cemmenced in the USSR, said this paper,
where the generals will be calling the tune. (BNGL@SSEIE@)

mﬁﬁﬁ
1. Eubliera Follewers Win Telephone Bl@@ti%ns

- Followers ef Vicente Rublera, long time secretary gez;eml of
the Iaber Federatien ef Telephene VWerkers, wen the electiens held en
July 14, by the six previncial uniens affiliated with the Federatien.
In the Habana previncial union, the largest ef all, the Rubiera
ticket, headed by Manuel Gonzalez Guerrs, got 809 vetes, 300 better

~than 1its nearest cempetitor's - (UNCLASSIFIED) . *
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