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T heve the honor to enclose a memorandum of my
conversetlon with Dr. Miguel Angel CAMPA, Minister of
State of the Batista regime, which took place in the
~afternoon of March 22.° A
Ag reboried in the Lelegram under reference, I
congider . that our conditlons for recognition have been
met by the new regime and that we should proceed to
- recognize.
'”MMI’:/:ZZ %
Gestiie £ rekand™
/7 / Willerd L. Beaulac
7
: ErcWOQure°/
U/ﬁemor ndum of counversat LOL,
Ambagsedor/Minister of State
Merch 22, _-952 : \
a R
v A& »
\ - j, t; N |
T ¥ \ R
N ’/ !( i /}iwi m .
- N) R )
s (o))
i *
i ¥
: - L
i = f@
2
f |
J/‘ o T
b /4 -
WLBeaulac/dw SECRET
. REPORTER (5) BECURITY d PREPARATION TIME %
P A£HTON'COPY’ = DEPARTMENT OF STATE

The action office must Treturn this permanent record copy to DC/R files with an endorsement of action taken,



© Page of - : Pagem_];__of
Desp. No-——— @EGUR§$93§§F0RMATIoﬁ Encl No L |
rom - . }

(Classification} Desp. No. o
" From Hahgne

Merch 22, 1952 _1'
MEMORANDUM OF GONVERSATION

Dr. Miguel Ange1 CAMPA, Minigter of State
The Ambasggador

: I saw Dr. Cempa at the country home of Pedro RODRIGUEZ
CAPOTE, Assistant Chief of Protocol of the Foreign Office.
Dr. Campa looked worn out. He immedlately asked me %o
tell him frankly, besed on our old friendship, why the Uni
States hadn't recognized Cuba.

I reminded Dr. Campe thet he was fumili%r wlth American

prectice so Tar as recognltion was concerned. We took a good

look at the new situstion, we submitted it to the conventional
testis, and then we made & declision concerning recognition.
We had to think not only of the country involved but also of

.21l the other America:n Republio“.f There were countries where

revolutlons and upsets mlght be encouraged by a preclpltate
zet of recognitlon by the Unlted States. We had %o think of
ell those things. Furthermore, two weeks had not yet passed
aince Batlsta's coup d'état,. This might seem a long time to
the Provigilongl Government in Cubz, but 1t was not 2 long time
o0 the rest of the world ' ’ :

T told the Mir ister that I was golng to ask him certain
questions and r‘ise certaln points; not thet I had any doubt
about them, bu® because other people might have doubt about
them and here¢ore 1% was good for the United States and for
the Provialionel Government of Cuba %o h ve them on uhe record.

I asgked ‘him whe:her the expreq5¢ov "in acoordance wilth
the Congtitutlon or emanste from the laws'" contagined in his
wte No. 66 , March 11, to the Embansy was intended in any
way to limit the international obligations that the Cuban

‘Government was prepared to fulfill. He sald that 1t was not

intended in that way at 211, It was a perfectly conventlonal
phrase.  He could 4ell me formally that. Qggaﬁmmmw%“mbbw,im,wf
international obligatio '

I reminded Campa that Genersl Batlsta used to have close
relatlons with the Communists. I asked whether we mlight
expect that these cloge relations would continue. Dr. .Campa
gald thet the Provlislonal Government and he limself would do
what could be done under the law o elimlnahe the freedom‘anj

privileges which the Communists were fow enjoying in Cuba
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{' ’ : I asked Dr. Campa whether he had anyﬁhing o say bn 1
o the treatment of privatve capitel. I seld I had 1n mind

the situstion derlv1rg from Article 77 of the Constitutlon,
which mede 1t nearly impossible for e company to discharge

a man and whieh therefore discouraged forelgn investment

and which led to such things as "interventlons," which in

my vliew amounted to exproprisztions. I referred to the case

of the United Reilways, a British concern, and to the case

-of the Oreange Crush Company, which ircluded American interests.

. Dr. Campa said that he could not predict in detsll what
the Government would do in the Tield of private invesitment,
but he thought Generel Batlsta's stotements concerning
private capital had been excellent. They had been very well
received, and I doubtless knew that business men were smong
.the most enthuslastic supporters of the new reglme. He su;d
he wagp confident thes. the new.regime ywowld. do everythin
and practicable within the law Lomgtt reclh an
HLV&LG ‘cepltai.

I asked Dr. Campa whether we could expect thet there
- would be.any gtepn tsken 1in the near future toward more
conagtitutional forms. asked perticularly whether' the
Congress might resume its Funchtiona or whether & Proviaslonal
Pregldent might be named. '

_ Dr. Caumpa said that he did not think any steps of the
kind suggented in the press would be teken at this time.
He thought most of the suggestilons were belng made by people
trying to confuse the situation.  He sald he thought Betisha,
would instesd concentrsie on celling elections at the
egrliest posslihle moment. He s2ld the press speculatlon
had caused the regime a lot of trouble so fer as recognition
was concerned. If az Provislonel President were nemed it
would not be a cane of 2 new regime. It would be the same
reglime. . '

I told him thaet my informatlon wis that Batlsbta had -
offered the Provisionel Presidency %o Saladriges the day
of the coup, but that Saladrigas had not accepted it.

; Dr. Campa then seld he thought the events of March 10
were of importence to the United States. He saeld that an
intolerable siltuatlon had developed in Cuba. Graft,
gangsterism, and fevoritism had made a travesty of democracy.
He himself had been perticularly worrled about the inter-
ventions in which Cuba, together with Guatemala and other
countries, had engeaged. He s521d that the kind of governmenty
the Dominicans had, for exomple, was no business of Cuba's, |
end Cuba had pledged itselfl not %o izuerve e 1 the Dominicp+
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Republic; but 1t had intervened, nevertheleas. He said
the results of all the ectivlties of the former Cuban
Government end 1ts accomplices in the Caribbean had been
so damaging +to the cause of democracy and friendly relation !
emong the countries of the Caribbean that he would not help ?

asking himself whether our enemles were not behind a,1 these
achivitieg.

Dr. Campa sald that, as I knew, he wes not a politician
himse1f He was sixty-nine years old, had been a cereer ,
diplomet most of his life, and this.was going %o be his last
service to Cube. Batista once before had brought order out
of chaos end Dr., Campe thought he was going to do 1t agein.
Batigta was in even o gtronger posltlion this time bedause
he had no commitments with the army or any one else. Hig

civlillan supporters didn't even know about' the coup until |
efter iL had occurred. The militery, instead of belng in-
duced to follow Bat 1@na, had asked BaLis1a to assume the
leadership. The initlatlive had come Trom the offlcers, and
not from Batiruo. : )

I agked Dr. Campa 1f he was sure of this and he ssid
Lhr U he J:] d been g.LVG (JO m‘(‘.erw‘tﬂhad. lrh ,Lv Lhr,_b wes the Caﬁe.

Campm seld Lh?u Cuba intended to respect its inter-
national 0011gatio%) It intended to restore normal. x@;gﬁégna
with ooun1 les toward which the former Cuban Gover
B ude of qtiliyg He mentloned Spain snd the
y’Domlnicgg}Rqub n particular. He szld he thought the

recognize promptly; that it was in our

UniTed States shoul
nterent that the situxtion ghould develop in an orderly
wey. I reminded Dr. Campaz thaet our Government had not been

congulted sbout the coup d'étet and that Cuba could not
expect autometic recognition from us. I asked whether our
fellure to recognize gso faer constlituted a threat to the
stebillty of the regime. Dr. Campz sald that it 4id not.

I told Dr. Cenmpa thet I would treuscribe faithfully
what he sald to the Department of State in Washington.
I wes swre our conversation would be helpful to my Government,
and T hoped 1t would be /to hisg.




