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The Minister of the Interior nas announced tnat }re51dent c

‘BATYISTA has designated nim, the Minister of the freasury and

~ties. This Comuittec was never actually set up, possibly be=

~legislation, The Communist press has already begun the attack
on the project, denocuncing it as o "fascist'" move which would
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the LMinister oif sducation as members of a commission to draw

up & draft of an anti-Communist Law-Decree. According to the
Minister of the Interior this legislation would be designed to
"avoid the continued infiltration imto our midst of Communist
ideas that do so much damage to the moral deVvelopment. of ~educa- -
tion, to the free determination of the proletariat, to public
administration and to the ethics of our democratic system™,
Subsequently the President of the Consultative Council declared
that the ministerial commission would take for the basis of its
work the neasure previously presented by Luis ORTiEGA and approved
by the Council which he considered "embraces all the necessary
measures and repressions against th. red menace". He was refer-
ring to the Council's approval in August 1952 of a project for
the establishment of a Committee to Investigate Communist Activi-

cause of lack of funds.. There is nothing at this time to in-
dicate whether direct actiori, other than harassment, will even-
tually re bult from the App01ntment of the new mlnlsterlal com-
mittee.
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It is reported that the leauers of the Communist party are
seriously alarmed at this rebirth of the idea of repressive

be directed not only against the Communists but also against
any other party,‘agalnst any unity of action by opvosition
parties, against any group that demands justice, democracy
and independence, and against the FEU (the University student
organization), student opposition and the University and its
autonomy. This catchall denunciation is obviously designed
to line up as much support as possible behind the Communist

effort to defeat or discourage-any legislation directed agalnst
Communism. ‘That some success may attend this defense is im-
dicated by the publication in the Communist Hoy of ;nterv1ew§}?__J

ACTION COPY — DEPARTMENT OF STATE

The action office must return this permanent record copy to DC/R flles with an endm sement of action taken, :




Page..g-l.“

S ,1  Page
- Desp No._ 133 g é “‘GUR—C O.N}" A DB;'NTIA‘L . End. No.____
_ Frem  HABANA T I—}. lassification) ' Desp. No.___

From _

in which some leaders of the FilU were reported variously to
have said that this was a "new design of the Government to
prevent the unification of the opposition"; that "under the
pretext of combatting Communism, democratic liberties are
placed at the mercy of the regime'; that such legislation
"ill try to attack the autonomy of the University"' and that
it would be "anti-democratic and against the people since it
is the people and not the dlctuborshlp that has the right to
end the existence of a political party".

The non-Communist press nas not as yet paid particular
attention to the anti-Communistic nature of the studies to be
undertaken by the new commnission of Ministers. :
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