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I (UNCLASSIFIED) 
- REACTION . 

headed by "Tony" VARONA 
government . "repression tt 

leaders of ~ the party in 
the responsibilities of 
a result of amnesty. 

~. 
~II 

Apropos ~ of this statement, the Diario Nacional interviewed ex- '-' I 
Besident Carlos PRIO Socarra!:) in IVliami by · telephone. Pr.lo said that '- I 

J ~ agreed with whatever the party executive decided· but did not 01 I 
believe that . "at this moment one could say whether one ought to . 1 I 
return to Cuba or not" • . He thought that "with the passage of timefS· I 
and· observing the effectiveness of the ' guarantees that in the .;.& I 

practical order the Iregimemay offer all tlie Cuban people, it will be 01 .1 

possible for one to decide about the possibility of returning". 01 
, I 

I 

I 

On llilay 26th,Luis Gustavo ' FERNANDEZ, former a.dministrator of 
customs in the Pr!o regime and private secretary to Prio since he . 
went into exile, returned to Cuba. Upon arrival he stated to the 
press that he had returned "in order to determine whether peaceful 
co-existence is really possible for all Cubans". He added that 
"Prio will come back to Cuba when guarantees are a reality". '1 

.~ I 
(UNCLASSIFIED) ~Commento Prtots attitude as ' thus indicated ~-

marks · a change . from hIs · previous _ adamant refusal to consider return- <;,. 
ing to Cu'P.a so long as Batista was in .power. If his Erecursor, ~ . .. . . .=C 
Fern~ndez,:'runs 'into notrouble J it may yet be that PrIo will try to t-il 

'.' find mea1f:.~ ~ pt:.poJll=i-.~g home with such dign.ity as m. ay be possible for a M 
former bu'f; L; i~~~~t'Susly ousted President. ' . '. '0 • . ' • 01 

;~n a~~~~~i~~i{~=:~:;~:j::~~:~~~:!1~~e~:~r~i:h. ·~ I 
As the reason for his insistence on resignation, Ve~eja g~~~he~ (5 

I demands:, on·.:p~~ t~~e . q:f his duties as lVIinister of D~nse. (JFr..~Cif$~ ~~ .I>o' .•. 
(Panch!n) BAnS'TA y Zaldivar, Gavernar of the Prov:mc e of :~av£na r tV' .~ 
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I Dem~cra ta rt...· ., 
~esident ~:TA.' s bro~h»r. su~ceededV.rd.j a·as pre-.:Ldent of the I 

. .' (OFFICI ' . USE ONLY') Conunento . Whil,e the Minis t er ,of Defense 
is to a considerabl e extent a figurehead, with t he chiefs of the 

. armed .f orces often dealing di r ectly w·i th Batist~ , it is quite 
li~Uy ~hat Verde~a fin~s h~s .funct,ions int erfered with by political 
act~v~t~es " e spec~al~y 1,n v~ew of his advanced age •. 

(UNCLASSIFIED) FIDEL C&S'lRO ATTAcKS SANTIAGO Aru,U COMMANDER . 
Col . Alberto DEL RIO Chaviano wi ll be remembered as the Army 
command,er at· Santiago de Cuba at the time of the uprising there 
in July 1953., He still holds this post and not long ago wrote to 

. the press defending himself against attacks for occurrences under 
his command, both recently and at the time of the uprising. In ' 
the issue of Bohemia dated' ~1ay 29, 1955, there app~ared a virulent 
reply to the Colonel by Fidel CASTRO Ruz, the now amnestied leader 
of the revolt. The entire tone of Castro's letter is indicated 
by the headline under ~rhich it was published - nyou lie , Chavianopt 
Castro accused Del R!o Chaviano of murdering prisoners taken during 
the Santiago uprising and of brutality, corruption and graft, and 

~ffered to deba te his charges publicly and in detail . 

The Hinister of the Interior called Castro's letter an "alarm
ing symptom'" indicating that the recent political amnesty stimu-

. lated ffthe a.doption of attitudes" that. constitute a threat " to 
public, peace andtranquilli1;yo The Minister said that both the 
Government and the courts would take appropriate action to prevent 
or punish ttsuch a criminal, irresponsible and intolerable a'Gtitudeff • 

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) Comment.. Ever since he emerged from 
jail under political amnesty,Fidel Castro has lost no opportunity 
to further his pret~nsiolJl as a martyr to freedom and a patriot 
seeking to overthro"l tyranny and opp:ression. It would seem only 
a matter of time before Castro again finds himsel.f in trouble with 
the authorities. Castro's stricture of Del R:to is believed 
justified. . 

(UNCLASSIFIED) . BOJY1B AT Tv1INIS TRY •. OF ~LABOR. On~:y 28th ' a .' 
bomb was found in a doorway .· of . the . Ministry of Labor!.{ which was ' 
Clos. ed at ,the time_. The bomb. did not ex:plod.e, tha .. !1K. ' s t .o.· ....... th ..... e .. ' .• prompt 
action of the watchman who found it and extinguis;~~d the .fuse. . 
The Minis ter of Labor charged terrorists with the ' attempt and 
expressed "absolute certainty that the 'organized labornlovement 
of the country ••• is incapable of performing ac:tsof this kind tf • . . 

. (UNCLAsstFIED) . IDBACCOUNION ·tEADERSREQUESTENFORCEMEN!QF ' .. 
. . ANTI-COMMUNIS T· LAW.:Ltwasreportedth~t. leaders of · to bacc.() ,\'lgrker .... . 

\ •. union~ had .. c .. al19dc:nt.he .... ...•. M;.n ... is .. t ... er. O.f .. .. La .•. 90 ..•. r ..••... ina. n .....•. .. effor7 ...... to ..• ...• · ..... S) .... e. ~c.,. l.lJ:e .....••..•. · ...• · .•..•.... I ........... . enforcement of ant~-Commun1,stLaw ... DecreeNQ.1975 .ofJanuary2'7, « 
. . : , ' , . ' . '~ " . - .. ' ""' ,;: ::. ..:;:< >. . '.: .- ,. '- . - .-.",:".>: .. - ,' ,".:': ,' .',: 
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1'1'955, Whi~h~Pr- .. ·ibited. C.onun. lln:Lstl. r~o;" h~lding ex!,cutive positionsl 1 1~ unions. , ~:: eader.s complained that nothing had been done abou 
a list, of C . u i sts · ho.l di ng offic e in tobac4b unions they had . 
given to the ni stry of"-'the Interior ~n. order t 'hat appropriate 

. investigation be made by t l1e Bureau 'f,or . the Repression or Connnunist 
Activi,ti e,s (BRAe) and a report submitt ed t o t he Mini ster of Labor 

, on th~ b~sis of which he could r~mov7 the Conununists f rom office • 

. (tJ] IU TED , OFFICIAL USE) Comment . · I t i s too early to judge 
whethe:- ,:this -'Complaint of government inactivity i n cleaning 
CommunJ.sts out of tobacco unions is due to a con,tinued soft 
attitude toward Communists or crypto-Communists in unions or to 

. the possibility that the BRAC was so recently formed that it is not 
_ yet prepared to assume the responsibilities. for which it was created • . . 

(UNCLASSIFIED) WIFE OF , COMMUNIST LEADER CONVIC·TED OF PASSPORT . 
FRAUD. Zoila CASTELLANOS Ferrer, wife of Lazaro PE~A , Gonz!lez~ 
C:ommunist labor leader, wa. convicted on May 2~th of fraud in · 
connection i1fi th an application for a Cuban passport (see Weeka 
No. 46, 1954)0 Convicted with her was another woman who had aided 
in the fraud.· Mrs. Pena testified that for more than a year she 
had been trying to join her husband in Mexico and haa resorted to 
trhud because of her failure to obtain a passport legitimately. . 

~Sh~ was fined 50 pesos but immediately thereafter was granted the 
benefits of amnesty Law-Decree No. 1991 of January 27, 1955. 

, . 

(OFFICIAL USE. ONLY) DRAFT AGREEMDJT O~ IMPORTS OF RICE" FROM 
U.S. Agreement was reached during the past week on the procedures 
to ·govern Cuban imports of rice from the United States. Agreement 
will. be consummated by an exchange of notes replacing tnose · exchanged 
on December 17,1952. The draft agreed upon by the negotiators 
provides that the basic .rice quota bf J,250,000quintals will, as , 
now, become effective on July 1 of each year. Instead .of announcing 
a preliminary deficit quota on the same date, as provided in the 
old agreement, the def'icit quota! if neededj will be announced not 
later than February 15 of' the ttrJ.ce yearn . ( uly 1 to June)O), 
actual import.s · under it to ,be allowed en try into · Cuba beginning on 
-April 1" Assignment of' individual quotas to Cuban importers will . 
be announced not later than June 20, as regards the basic. quota, 
and not later th.an February 25, · as regardslithe deficit quota. 

The draft agreement is subject to approval by the United States 
Government. 

(UNCLASSIFIED) EUROPE. Cuban editorial . writers .and -commen-
tators viewe(l the ,proje:cted BigFourC,()p:f'e~encewithvaryiIl.g . ......... . 
degrees ·of apprehension • . Diario ,Nacionalthought ·the USSR\io¥ld 

. ... ....... m .•. a. k.e .e .... v .. . e.ry ... e .... f. f .. 0 .. rt . . . a.t . ...• 8. u ... C.h •.. . ... a ... > ~ ..... o ..... n ........ £ ........ e .•• r .... e .. n •.. c .... •.. e .....•..... ·.t ...• o .... .•... b ......... ri.n. g .. · ... .. . ,.a .. b .. ou.t . ..•...... a ........... n., •.... e.· . .. u ••.. t .... , ... ra.l .....•...•. i ....... '.--..•... ' .. · •. · ..•.•.. · ..... 1 I .. · .. zation of' Germany, <; ,. processwhJ.ch . thepaperventured\'i0uldeven- .. ; 
~ally mean thedelJ.veryof' 70,000., 000 Germ~nsand thehest ".' . >\' ,' .. ,' . .. 
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.1 induetr~al machlnery;n .. \Q~ into S?viet ban:::- Diario Na2iOllal i 
. vi w d the So~iat ~ove t~r~Cerate Austria . us little more than a 

propagal'1da efror~ aime d ' at wl-nhing a bigger pri.ze : ' Germany . 
Along the ~s '" : line- . EXcelsior cautioned agains t too much optimism 
.in c~nnec~ n wi.th . RussIa.' s apparen:t ne~ peace offensive , saylrig; 
the surprl.s1 U ' Sovi-et-..Agreellient on r(" e~1-ng Austria maY , well have 
been bait to catch a bigger f ish, Wes'tern Germany . Diario de la 
Marina praised Secretary 'Dulles ' warning regarding Soviet mo tives, 

'. saying that there is no evidencsthat t he Russians have change.d 
the~B:' 'Qasic plan for world conque st . Excelsior considered any 
high~~e\relmeeting 01 n~tion~as important to · international p eace 
but V'l:ew~d t he forthc'OmJ.ng Big FourConferel'\ce with little hope. 
The paper said the Soviets have violated 50 out of 52 treaties, so 
that the world, so often disillusioned, can no longer put faith in 
the Rlssian world. . Alerta cautioned that before the fr·ee world 
views the forthcoming Big Four talks with too much optimism it 
should reflect on the number "ofcountries 'and the million-s of 
people subjugated by the Russians in the past decade. El Mundo 
warned that the Moscow-Peiping axis still has three unwavering 
goals--the ' destruction of NAW and SEATO and the elimination of 
Titoism-- and that any international conference, on whatever level, 
will be used by the Soviets to further t.hese aims. . 

'(UNCLASSIFIED) . BRITISH ELECTIONS. 'llIe Conservative triumph 
in Britain was bailed in the Ouban press as auguring well for the 

mee world. Diario Nacional termed the outcome a setback for 
J Rhssia and a victory ,for the democratic world since the British . 

Conservatives are better disposecl than the Laborites to cooperate 
1r.J'ith the United States on international que_stions. The political 
atmosphere of the free world is now clearer than in many years, 
the paper said. Alerta praised the British system of government 
for its ability to adapt to the realities of the times and fel:t 
the Eden victory signifies greater British coop~ration in western 
defense plans. Excelsior called the Tory triumph 'a frank repud- ' 
iation of Laborite policies, both domestic and international, and 
an escape from what it called the costly nightmare of socialist 
experimentation. 

Army, Navy 

Negative. 

Air -
(UNCLASSIFIED) NEWGHIEF OF CUBAN AIR . FORGE. Lt.C'9J.0nel 

Carl os'I'ABERNILLA ,Palmeroh9-s " been · promo~ed ... to(}9~gnelal1d' desig~ · 
natedChief of , the Cuban Air Force, . to> fill the :p6sition ;left ..•.•• 
vacant by the recent . deathof ,Colone1961..I'los1?1+.S~'UALPil1C3.r~Js~~ , 

I . W:",eka No. ·20 ! . The v"qanc ¥ 01'. .. t .. O();Lpnel. . ;Le£'1;:-:W/hi lS .!"Z'Pll1".l<±£n> I;' 
l~sfil1ed by .. the prOm9t iqnof Ma.jor?1arc22~TA~ER~]rf:APal.i~~e ; . <i ~';< 
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~N~_-_ D.p.Ne. __ __ 

~-.----------------I who willoon . !leto perfo .... hI~ , · 'duties~. Chbfof operati~;l 
und r Lt. C. '~ uill ' 'rmo ~E~ CORVO . y llzamora of the light bomber 

'~~, ~r~.l1pt ~, t 'a' ',fco, , ding to. an ~nnouncemeilt 'ot' May 27, 1955, by the 
l,-c&'"'ft 3>i\UVl of the Anay. ' , .' , 

, ,There haa been no organi zati~:r:t·sJ. : change mad-eas yet , other 
t han. in Ool onel Carlos Tabernill·El. ' 5 ,position •. Sinc e a second in 
c<;>mmand Jor the Air Force has no t been designa't~dJ i t-is pr esumed 
that s$veral -duty change. will be made, in the near future . 

Participants: 

For the Ambassador: " 

CCHall, HMRandall, JPHoover, CFPick, Jr., FCForn9s , 
Jr., JdeZengotita, Rl!.Whedbee, RGCushing, CDAnderson , 
Elmore (MA), Krisel O{A) I Slaton (AA). 
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pies 

:f-'fA (ld 
NA (4) 
AA (2) 

to: AmEmbassies Ciudad ' Trujillo and Port-au-Prince. 
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