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Weeka No. 39)@L|Funyher investigation revealed that the report that
38 naval fagusCENIER wo Army pilets had been arrested was appar- -
ently errohéous. The Embassy's Naval Attach& was infermed, hewever, ~I
that twe junior officers and about 30 men from the vessels Yara and
Maxime Gomez were under arrest as anti-Batista subversive suspects.
The revolt attempt by young Army officers, reportedly to be staged
while Batista was in Oriente Preovince, is said to have been pest-
‘poned but not abandoned (see D-473, Sept. 30, 1953)., Accerding te
report, postponement was due to insufficient suppert from military
elements in Oriente. A report is now circulating, allegedly based
on an official statement given to newsmen fer their information and

" not for publication, that seven naval officers are currently being
tried by courtmartial for "pletting rebellion." The highest rank-
ing officer involved is said te be a lieutenant cemmander. Confir-
mation of this report is thus far unobtainable and no @fflClal
statement has yet been made public,
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(CONFIDENTIAL) Comment. The persistence of these reports may
indicate revelutionary sentiment in the armed ferces, especially ‘
the lewer officer ranks, but they must be regarded with caution,
particularly with respect to the Navy where accusations of pletting
might be a cover for efforts to remove officers because of internal
dissension not invelving revolutionary activities.

(RESTRICTED) Arms Seizure in Miami, The seizure in Miami on
September 29 of 90 rifles repertedly intended for illegal expoert te
Cuba by supperters of ex-president PRIO received first-page treat-
ment in the Habana press, A Ministry of Information’ efficial in-
formed the Embassy that he had learned by phene from Miami that the
vehicle that delivered the weapons te the place where seized had

A

been identified as belonging te Prfe., Tiempe carried a story, date- ‘f:i
lined "Special Service" from Washlngten ut of unascertainable L5
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‘ authentlcity, that accerdlng to a government sp@kesman who re-
‘quested anenymity the State Department is "getting ready to ask

Prie te leave the country." The Minister of Infermation is re-
ported to have expressed the hope that the case would be pursued
energetically by the American authorities and teo have said that

‘the seizure should serve to put the American people on guard

against the "paid campaign" against Cubay

(UNCLASSIFIED) Batista Visit to Oriente Prevince. Accerding
to reports, Batista was well received on his four-day visit te
the Holgufn area of Oriente Prevince (see Weeka No. 39 and D-482,
Sept, 30, 1953) where he inaugurated various public werks. His
wife played a preminent part in several of the ceremonies. It .
has been anneunced that the President will soen visit Santiage de
Cuba and Bayamo in Oriente Previncs Octeber 9-ll)and that he will
visit other provinces in the future.

(RESTRICTED) Comment. It is believed that Batista's v1sit
te Holgufn was quite successful, particularly because of lecal
enthusiasm over badly-needed public werks completed by his regime
in a community that had been neglected by previous administra-
tions. It is possible that this visit and other projected trips
are part of a political campaign aimed at ebtaining pepularity
for Batista. . In addition, they afferd him an eppertunity te show
himself te the armed forces stationed througheut the country and
te strengthen his undeubted pepularity with the treops.

(UNCLASSIFIED) Mags Treason Trial Continues, The mass trea-
son trial at Santiage de Cuba (see Weeka No. 39) continues, All
the accused have been heard and witnesses are now being called.
Out of approximately 100 persons on trial, some 25 have admitted
partlclpatlen in the uprisings of July 26 The poelitical leaders
involved in the trial were granted provisional liberty on cendi-
tion they continue to attend the court sessions.

(UNCLASSIFIED) Arrest of Communist Leaders Ordered. In.con-

nection with a case befere it of illicit prepaganda under the
Public Order Law, the Habana Urgency Court ordered the arrest of
several Communist leaders for non-appearance in court when the
case was called. The Communists ordered arrested were said to
number 49 in all, including Juan MARINELLO, Blas ROCA, Anfbal and
César ESCALANTE, "salvader GARCIA Agucre, N;celés GUILiEN, Nila
ORTEGA and Edlth GARCIA Buchaca.

(UNCLASSIFIED) Restoration of Censtitutional Guarantees.
The Minister of Information specified 'Octeber 28 as the date on

~which the suspen31on of constitutional guarantees was due te
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(CONFIDENTIAL) Gevernment-sponsered Youth Demenstration. |
For some time it has been reperted that Rafael DIAZ BALART, - _

Under Secretary of the Interior and head of the youth sectien

of Batista's party, was erganizing a large youth demonstration.
The Embassy has been informed that the Minister of Defense and
Rolando MASFERRER, director of Tiempe, have been given tep re-
sponsibility for this demenstration which will include a semi=~
military parade en November 1. The objéct of the parade is said

to be to M"present the Batista Gevernment as a liberal demecracy "

to which end the Spanish, Deminican and Venezuelan regimes will
"be denounced vocally and by banners.

(UNCLASSIFIED) Cuban Ambassader te Guatemala Returns te Cu Qe

Coincidentally with the arrival in Habana of a new Guatemalan
Ambassador, the Cuban Ambassador to Guatemala, Alberto ESPINOSA
returned to Cuba although he had been at his post only a shert
time since his last visit te this country. His return was given
out as due to health reasons and the Ministry of State declared

that Cuban-Guatemalan relations continued cerdial. Alerta, hew- .

ever, insisted that relations were strained and that Esplnesa's
absence from his post would be lengthy. A

(UNCLASSIFIED) U.S.-Spain Military-Ecenemic Pact. The
military-economic pact signed by the United States and Spain en
September 26 received the unanimeus applause of Cuban cemmenta-
tors, although their number centinues reduced en accoeunt of cen-
sorship. The pact was hailed as an impertant American victory
which clesed the breach in the Eurepean defense netwerk against
communist aggression. Cemmentaters generally agreed that Spain
had gained a "dymamic" position in Western Eureope and that a new
and vigereus facter had been intreduced on the side of the West
which would have decisive repercussions in the world political
si tuatione.
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