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(CONFIDENTIAL) The Ortodoxo party shewed a new attitude
of gstiffening and spirited resistance against the BATISTA regime
during the week., The first in a series of events indicating '
this was an interview -of Emilio OCHOA, Ortodexe party president,
on the weekly television show "Meet the Press" of August 24.
Ochea's remarks on this program constituted an unequivecal call
for rebellion against the Batista Government of such franknessa
that the Minister of the Interier ordered his arrest while still
watching the program. Agents of the SIM (Military Intelligence)e
picked up Ochoa as soon as the program was over. He was jailed
and the following day indicted before the Urgency Ceurt on ll
counts of incitement to rebellion.

(RESTRICTED) Two days later, August 26, the Ortodexe
party scheduled meetings throughout the island te commemorate
the birthday of Eddy CHIBAS. Attempts to held these meetings
despite the Government ban on them resulted in a series of
arrests which on August 27 had mest of the leaders of the party
in jaile In Hgbana Jesé PARDO Llada and a group ef demonstrator
were arrested as they attempted to pass through pelice cerdens
around the party office en the Prado. These arrested were .
charged with incitement to violence against the public forces
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-as a result of one of the most spirited pretest demenstratiens

“called since Batista assumed power. The same day in Santiage

de Cuba Roberto AGRAMONTE, the party's presidential candidate,

-and three others were arrested as they stepped off the plane
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from Habana. Interruptiens of the Planned ceremonies plus -
‘reported circulatien of "subversive" leaflets at that time
touched off a number of incidents ending with the arrest ef
some 50 Ortodexes. In Pinar del Rie seme 20 Ortedexes were
arrested on clandestiﬁe meeting and censpiracy charges.
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Arrests and similar incidonts were reported fr@m a number of
ether cities in the island. : , -

(RESTRICTED) All these arrested including Ochoa, were
arraigned befere Urgency Courts en August 27. Ochea was
charged with seditien en the basis ef his remarks en the '"Meet
the Press'" pregram and ef SIM infeimatien which stated Ochea was
planning a revelutien te have been held September 4, but pest-
pened.  Ochea was committed te jail pending trial en September:
5. The Urgency Court in Santiage de Cuba acquitted Agramente |
and the others arrested there en August 28. Parde Llada and o
the group arrested in Habana were released pr®v1sionally,
pending a trial September 22.

(SECRET) The Natienal Directive Council of the PPC
(Ortedexe) issued a public statement giving "decided and
unanimeus suppert" to the declaratiens of Ochea on the "Meet
the Press" pregram, presumably thereby elevating his state-
ment to the status of party pelicy. This, tegether with ether
indicatiens of a new spirit ef active resistance by the Orte-
dexes, may indicate that the deep split between the factlen -
faver{ng direct actien and that favering passive resistance . :
has ended. It appears that the Ortedexe leaders have been in- |
viting this ferm ef "repressien" frem the Gevernment in erder ' |
to mebilize public epinien behind them as the leaders ef the
eppesitien cause, while discrediting the Gevernment's state=
ments of "demecracy". Whether the Ortodexes are prepared te
ge further remains te be seen. A cenfidential repert frem the
Cuban pelice alleges a planned uprising the night ef September
3. September L repertedly is te be celebrated as Seldiers Day
‘this year as it was under the previsus Batista regime. The
pelice have allegedly been alerted in case ef vielence on this
eccasien,

(SECRET) The sudden surge of Ortedexe activity and

Jevernment ceunter-Ortedexe activity ebscured the questien ef
the newspaperman KUCHILAN (Weeka 34 August 22).whe was reportedly
attacked by agents ef the SIM. The threatened strike of news-
papermen if the agsailants were net caught did net materialize, j
probably largely because eof a speech Batista addressed te the

. .natien en August 22. In it he characterized his Gevernment

o as one appealing te the demecratic sentiment of the Cuban peeple

and therefere supperting freedem ef the press. He added, hew-
ever, that his Gevernment was eof necessity ene of authority
and implied that abuse ef the "missien of the press" weuld net
be tolerated. In a meeting held August 24 the strike metien
vas veted dewn by a heavy majerity ef newsmen. There are
indicatiens, hewever, that newspapermen's erganizatiens de net '
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censider the matter clesed. In the meantime, the SIM published

what appears te be a rather fanciful stery, laying respensibility '
for the Kuchilén incident en Aureliane SANCHEZ Arange, but it
has failed te apprehend anyene directly cemnected with. the
affair. In this cennectien three persens were arrested last.
week, charged with being in centact with Sanchez Arange. Of
these, the civilian was released fer lack ef evidence and the
twe members ef the military were tried by ceurt martial, and
repertedly sentenced te prisen fer 4 years and te dishenerable -
discharge, This centinues what seems te be a precedent that
"censpiraters™ have net been cenvicted in ecivil ceurts, while
these tried by ceurt martial have been cenvicted.

Psychelegical
Nogative.
Military

The Cuban Army Liaisen Officer stated en August 27, 1952
that SIM is presently cenducting an investigatien ef the '
activities ef Jesé Luis HERNANDEZ, an ex-Cuban army seldier,:
whe is repertedly effering the services te the UN ef 2,000
velunteers to fight in Kerea (Weeka Ne. 34 August 22, 1952)
and that the Army Attaché will be advised ef the results ef
the investigatien,.

Naval
Negative,

Air

One of the indirect results ef Ochea's arrest en
was a sult fer libel breught befere the Supreme C®u:g g;gust <l
General Luis ROBAINA Piedra, Quartermaster General ef the Army
General Rebaina charges that the Ortedexe leader made false
statements that the 25 F=47 aircraft beught by the present
Cuban Gevernment frem the United States fer the sum of
$1,250,000 had already been beught by the PRIO Gevernment .

and the then Chief ef Staff General Geneveve PEREZ Damera fer
$600,000, The implicatien was that the difference in meney
apprepriated fer this purpese was being impreperly used.

-

COMMENT: General Rebaina explained that the ”5 F h?‘ re r
. - -47%s wer ,
acquired at the factery with parts and accesseries fer tw&f
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years' duratien, that the transactien was between gavernmenus

fer the sum of $1,250,000 and that a check fer that ameunt
was sent to the Umited States Gevernment. This effice has

ne knewledge ef F-47's being beught by the army under General
Parez Damera.

Fer t he Ambassader:

S A

Earl T, Grain
Acting Ceunseler ef Embassy

Participants. :
- ETCrain, DSGreen, ISLlppe, RG@mez
WPHeuk, ’Elmere (MA) Rakow (N4), Rarick (AA)

Cepies te:
Amembassies Ciudad Trujllle, Pert-au~Prince’

MA (4) fer USARCARIB and USARFANT
AA (1) _

NA (2) fer Guantfname

ol JLRE



