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The Cuban press“is giving wide 'daily coverage to the
Fourth keceting of American Foreign linisters in Washington ...
with special attention to the accomplishments of the Cuban ARMY
Delegation, MNinister DIHIGO's election as Chairman of the NAVY
. Second Comnittee was a matter of special gratification as ATR

“has been Cuba's firm support, at the Conference, of the Unit- CIA
ed States position on mllltaLy matters. - In general, press
reports have tended, on a factual basis, to stress what ap- p
pears to be developing into an obstructive attitude on the
part of Argentina. &kditorially, the press has continued its .
criticism of the :La Frensa closure and especially of a warn-
ing made at the hlnlatry of State by the Argentine Chargé
that an official protest would be made sqould the Senate
persist in its consideration of a resolution condemning the
PERCH Government for its "repression of the free expression
of thought." 1In this connection, Senate President VARONA
has announced tnat the Cuban Senate will discuss "anything
it felt like" and tlheat he ﬁxppctea the Senate would approve
the resolution in question. Perou's bomb announcement was
rucmlvcd with skepticism, the timing thereof having been

Ztensively criticized as an obvious effort to impress the
Conierenoe and to divert attention Iz ~on the La Prensa issue.

Prime T inister Varowg nes proposed appointment of a
speclals Senate conmitlee Lo lavestizate comunist activity
in Cuba with a vicw %o Clail;ylup wiether or not the commun-
ist (F.8.T.) party has iaternational connections in viola-
tion of Article 37 of the Cunstitution (“...pél*tical orgari-
izasicne conbrary to the regime of the HLMOLT&VLW representa~
tive zsovermieul, of the Republic, or which attack tte com-
\latenuss of the national soverelgynty, are uALavful ") On
e 28th Varona stated that if it were found that the PLS5S.F.
international COMHCCblOﬂS then "nothing can stop us"
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(presumably in outlawing the party). Hepresentative SURI
CALTILLO, head oI che sugar workers, has informed the bmbassy ’
the Senate is tHe proper body to 1nveotlgate eommunism in Cuba
and that he stroigly supports Varona's initiative. . It will

be recalled that anti-communist measures introduced by Suri
Castillo in the liouse (weeka 4O, October 6, 1950) were re-
jected due, in part, to the poor drafting dnd impractical
nature. thereof., ‘ ‘ o '

The press: re)ortpa lerch 27 that "according to Palace
I
srmokesmen' President PiRIO intends to. invite ex-I re51dent

- 8BVALO of Guatemald to visit Cuba. The probable time of

the visit was not indicated.

Although liarch 19 is the tneoretical date for the con-
vening of Congress in regular sessioi, neither House has as
yet achieved a quorum. Very probably, congressional leaders
are awaiting the results of government negotiations with other
parties and the formation of a new Cablnet before opening the

'sesalone

Following the signing of a political pact with the Liber-
als involving their entry into the Cabinet (Weeka 10, March 9,
1951), the govermment P.R.C.(i) turned its attention to the
Demécratas who are. already in the Government, but- who feel.
they are being neglected both in cabinet representatlon and

© patronage. Differences are now r eportedly settled, A meet-

ing of Autenticos, Liberals and Demécratas is anncunced for
noon today at the Presidential Palace allegedly to confirm
what has been termed a Tripartite Pact. It is possible that
the new Cabinet (Weeka 11, larch 16) may be announced as a
result of that meeting., burlng the week P.R.C.(A) leader,
Senator SUARLZ Fernandez, prominently mentioned as the pos-
sible new Minister of State, anncunced he did not want the
post. due to its apolltlcal nauure° Minister of Commerce
ANDREU, President of the Dembcratza FParty, announced yesterday
he would definitely be the next Minister of Health., Liberals

.are expected to.take over the igriculture and Commerce port-

foliose-

A growing distrust of CHIBAS' lack of balance (he re-
cently introduced the guillotine as an emblem of his inten-
tions toward his opponents) and of the government's lack of
principle (as evidenced by its purely opportunistic political
pacts)'appears to be lending impetus to a movement designed
to improve ex-Fresident BATISTA's chances for the Presidency.
wWwhile Batista does not yet appear seriously to threaten the
chances of either Chibds or the as yet unannounced EOVeril-
ment candidate, the electorate 1s beglnnlng to regard him
with 1ncrea51ng 1ut9resto L
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GRAU's .indictment in connection with charges of fraud
during his administration has resulted in a rush to his de-
fense by government leaders who are themselves deeply: involved,
P.R.C.(A) leaders, in criticizing the presiding Judge, have
prepared a party qtat?menu to the effect that Grau cannot be
held responsible for the acts of his Ministers.

Grau duly registered his Partldo de la Cubanidad Autentica-
during . the week in what may be a move to strengthen his posi-
tion in &an eventual reunion with the P.R.C.(A). Reportedly, -
one 'of the chief stumbling blocks to unity is the continued
presence of Yinister of Education SAlCHLZ Arango in the Cab-
inet. ©Sanchez is reportedly blamed by, Grau as responsible
for making available to the Court tne documents which led to
his 1ndlctmenf

LCONUMTIC

Textile union labor leaders anncunced that a ten per
ent vage increase will be demanded for the entire industry,
followiny management's decision to increase wages of employees
of Ariguanabo textile mill by that amount. (Weeka No. 12

'Adfcn 22, 1¢51)

s

senatcr Susebio MUJAL, Secretary General of 'the CTC, has
denied ro.on s of an alleged movement by a group of labor lead-
ers to eliminate leadéirs itrith wolitical connections from the
labor unions. The group in question reoorted]y believes that
the workers, if united, are powerful cuough to obtain their
rights witliout DOthlLdl safluence.

The bxecutive Comwittee of the Inter-American Regional
Organization of ICFTU (ORIT) met in lHabana March 27 to 28,
Its first act was to pass a llesolution condemning the seizure
of La Frensa by the Argentine government. A declaration was
issued supporting the adoption of measures by the ltiashington
IiAk to insure internal uecurlty by medns not constituting any

My PudlﬂLLOM of the basic pan01ples of the Charter of the
OAS." The .declaration recommnended an urgent program of social

and economic reforms, stating  that the develoyment of a stable
econowy in Latin America is as important, in the opinion of
tiie workers, as the development of mllltary power., A Resolu~-
tion was also approved, for subirission to the ICFTU, recom~ -
wendine that a fund of several million dollars be set up for
the purpose of organizing the workers throughout Latin America.

~

© 4 move is reportedly growing in financial circles to op-
pose plans of the Government to nationalize Cuba's transporta-
tion systen.
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’ yield to March 15 averaged 12. L5/ versus 12.71% in 1950,
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The Habana Customs House hau reported to the Wlnlstry of
the Treasury that customa{,@celpts for 1950 were the largest
in the history of Cuba. otal receipts for the year were re-
ported to be 99,252,595, The report. also stated that: the
last half of 1950 showed the largest receipts (#53,429, 018)
of any similar period in Cuba's history.

The latest available statistics on sugar production- dur-

‘ing the 1951 hLarvest season indicate. that as of larch 15, af-

ter 48 days of grlndln production equaled 3,010,179 short

tons of supar and 129, l)U GO0 gallons of blackstrap molasses
as compared to 2,997, 687 Short tons of sugar and 119,180,000
sallons of blackstrap for the same perlod in 1950 Sugar

AlY .

The Army Attaché has been informed by the Cuban Army that
Chief of Staff CABRLRA has changed the name of the group known
as the GRAS (G¢oupq for the Repression of Subversive Activities))
tack to SIM (Liilitary lntellloence uerv1ce) due to the fact
that the Organic Law of the Army bpeCLflcally authorigzes SINM
whiile the term GllaAS 1s based solely on a Fresidential Decree,

Pursuant to instructions received from the Chief of Na~-
val Operations, the Commandant of the Tenth U.S. Haval Dis=
trict at San Juan, F. R., has requested a meeting between two
of his staff officers and appropriate Cuban officials with
a view toward arranging for the establishment of a permanent
Airspace Jarning Area with the existing U.S. Fleet Operating
Area, south of Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. Agcoralhgly a confer-
ence for U.S. representatives from San Juan, the Chief of Ha- =

‘bana Air Traffic Control and Fllgnt Informatlon itegion, Guban

Armed Forces officials, and U, S, Lmbassy Attachés has been
planned for April 5,

kVDur e Elbric ~~
Chargé d’Affalres ad 1nter1m.

Participants: OBElbrick, ETCrain
 REGomez, Schaffer (MA),
Ryan (NA),'Mason Fitts (AA)

Cogies to: Amembassies: Cludad TTUJlllO, Port- au-Prince,
Buenos Aires, Uuatema1a>

MA (4) for USARCARIB and US ARFANT 7
. AA (lg _ ﬂJJ///J
NA (2) for Guantanamo ///“%
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