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Political :

(UNCLASSIFIED) Elder Statesman Mendieta Calls for General Elec-
tions, Cole. Carlos MENDIETA, ex-President and elder statesman, on .
June 25 issued a call for a patriotic effort to solve the country's
abnormal political situation on the basis of general elections held
under absolute guarantees. President Batista immediately issued a
non-committal statement saying that due to his patriotic background
Mendieta always merited M"respectful attention." Later (June 28): he
stated in an exclusivel interview with the Miami Herald that he was
undecided whether he would be a pre51dent1al .candidate in 1954, He
expressed confidence that he could win in an election. Other po-
litical leaders have seized on Mendieta's proposal as an opportunityQO
to return to political normalcy and have proposed that the partial. O
.elections scheduled for June 1, 1954 be made general to include the -~
Presidency and that they be held under Mendieta as Provisional =
PreS1Q3§t Col. Mendieta is currently engaged in a series of con-
versatlons with political figures in and out of the Govermment in ™\

S an effort to reach a constructive agreement. ~
B
(RESTRICTED) Comment. Mendieta's plan must of necessity remainN
~in the talking stage until such time as Batista  indicates its ac- O
ceptability to hims Many doubt he will do this, but it is not an =~ W
"impossibility. This is indicated by his statement regarding his ‘
rresidential candidacy since, in order to run for the Presidency
general elections would have to be called. The possibility of
general elections may prove a powerful stimulant to the scattered
Ortodoxo factions to unite in an effort to gain the Presidency. In.
this connection the Ortodoxe leader, Roberto AGRAMONTE, recently
stated he would not participate in elections unless thay were
general and backed by full guarantees.
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(UNCLASSIFIED) Batista-Prfo Polemic, Following reports last

week that Prfo had suffered an attack of :appendicitis and a state-»ii

ment by a Government spokesman that he was at liberty to return to [T

a Cuba, Prifo reportedly announced June 29 that quﬁd?‘dt‘%@ﬁﬁrn 3
ile Batista remained as dictator. He also ; tabed that €
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! if Batista did not solve the problem of returning to the 1940 “'
. Constitution a revolution against him could take place.at any
- moment. He also accused Batista of having many Communists in his

"Government. _ :

2

Batista replied (in the Miami Herald interview referred to
~above) expressing confidence That "no major revolt" would break
out in Cuba; that he has "adequate-protection® throughout the
island, and that he has the Army, Navy, the Police and the peeple
®united against any uprising.® '

Members of Batista's Cabinet Jjoined in the polemic, the Min-
ister of Defense anfiouncing that the Armed Forces constitute a
"monolithic shield" to guarantee the Republic. The Minister of

" Information opined that Prfo's propaganda on supposed invasions
was designed to damage the Cuban economy.

(CONFIDENTIAL) Comment. The Embassy assumes Batista is
correct as regards the support of the Armed Forces. It doubts
that the people are in any mood at this time to unite in support
of Batista or any other Cuban political figure unless it be a man
such as Mendieta who promised a return . to democratic processes,

(RESTRICTED) Incident at Navy Headguarﬁers; Unusual acti-

vity around Navy Headquarters June 27 led to rumors that an at-
tempt to seize +the Headquarters had been made by persons unknown.
It appears now that a test alert was arranged for the benefit of
newly installed Commodore Rodriguez Hermandez, but that insuf-
ficient warning had been given. As a result, some shots were

~ fired and several men were injured in a staircase pile-up before
order could be restored. : ’

- (CONFIDENTIAL) Comment., This incident would suggest certain
nervousness among those defending the Navy Headquarters as well
-as some lack of military discipline and:training.

: (UNCLASSIFIED) Gevernment Action to Curb Irresponsible Re-

. porting. The Minister of the Interior suspended the noontime one-
hour television newscast of Telemundo for two days in .a Government
campaign against irresponsible reporting. Telemunde on June 28
reported erroneeusly that Police Chief Rafael Salas Cafiizares had
been "detained," All radio and television stations were warned

3 - that the transmission of "false rumors" of a political nature

~ would result in severe sanctions, - -

(CONFIDENTIAL) It has been learned that the SIM posted a
representative in at least one newspaper to prevent publication
of further speculation regarding the above-mentioned Navy incident.
This paper had published the report through the expedient of bury-
La?ng it in an article on another subject, S ﬁuJ
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: (UNCLASSIFIED) Severe Outbreak of Eguine Engopgalgmxo;;tlg.
The severe outbreak of equine - -encephalemyelitis -in -the three-
eastern Provinces of Cuba is reported to have claimed several
human lives and killed more than 20,000 horses or about 5% of the
equine population since early June. _ ‘

’

Local laboratories are reportedly working at top speed teo
produce vaccines while the Government is said to be purchasing
as much vaccine as possible from the United States., Little actual
progress appears te have been made so far in contrelllng the
disease, Probably less than 5% of the horses in Cuba have re-
ceived the first vaccination. :

!

With the advent of the rainy season and the normal increase
in the mosquito population, one of the main carriers of the
d sease, national and local health authorities throughout the
island, but especially in eastern Cuba, are said to be concen-
tratlng on a personal hygiene campalgn to minimize the danger to
human beings.

(UNCLASSIFIED) Cuban Delegation Departs for ICFIU Congress
in Steckheolm. Headed by EUSEBIO MUJAL, Cuban Federation -of -Laber
(CTC) Chief, the Cuban delegation of laber leaders to the Third
Congress of the ICFTU, at Stockhelm, left Habana July 1 for the
Congress. (See Weeka No. 26).

(CONFIDENTIAL) Accordlng to a CTC source, Marces HIRIGOYEN
(See Weeka No, 27, July 3, 1952), Transport Werkers leader who has
been "in exile® in London, will attend the Congress and then be
permltted to return to Cuba by President Batista.

(UNCLASSIFIED) Selection of Communists to Help Lead Tobacce

Workers Unien., Numerous labor leaders have denounced the selec-

+tion of six Cemmunists as members of the Executive Committee of
the Tobacco Werkers Federation, and the suppert given this action

- by Eugebio MUJAL, Secretary General of the CTC, Prior to leaving
for the ICFTU Congress at Stockholm, Mujal stated that the action
did not represent a CTC-Ceommunist pact but rather exercise of ‘
the tebacco workers of their right to "democratlc selection®” ef
their leaders. The Weorkers Blec of President Batista's Partide
Accidn Pregresista and the Youth Wing of Mujal's own Partido La-
borista were inciuded among the lab@r el ements whlch criticized
che Tebacco Werkers' action. .

(RESTRICTED) Comment. Mujal is understood to have main-
ained clese control over the Tobacce Werkers Federation since
{ts last Congress in December 1951 and it therefore appears un-
.ikely that he felt forced to join forces with the Communists .o ’
‘etain pewer in this large (90 OOO) laber group.. The other in-
erpretation advanced is that NUJal chose teo reinveke a "cemmunist
hreat" in Guban laber, te hold over the heads of/laber leaders
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at the Stockholm Cengress. - ‘ ~ . | i

(UNCLASSIFIED) Return to Habana of Cuban Head of A.T.L.A.S.
Follewing his return to Habana. June 24, Fernando PER I ’
Cuban "labor leader" recently selected at Buenes Aires as Sec-

- retary General of the ATLAS, issued a statemeént calling for the
"independence and autonemy . . . of peeples . . « south of the
Rio Grande . « o new submerged by capitalist expleitation."

(CONFIDENTIAL) Lecal seurces do not yet reveal whether
Perez Vidal will remain any length of time in Habana, to attempt
to expleit his new eminence as Secretary General of the ATILAS,
or return promptly to the organization'!s headquarters at Buenes
Aires,. Cuban Federation .of Labor leaders discount the pessible
impact of the movement on Cuban laber, '

~ (UNCLASSIFIED) Trip of Milten Eisenhewer. The Habana press
carried regdarly the wire-services' steries ef the visit to
Venezuela and Celembia of Milton Eisenhower; but only Jeosé Marfa
CAPO, fereign affairs analyst of the Diario de la Marina ex-
pressed himself editerially on the subject of Dr. Eisenhewer'w
South American trip. While recegnizing the element of goed will
behind the trip, Cape questioned the value of the efficial infer-
mation which would be provided Dr. Eisenhewer and deplered the
brevity of his stay in the various countriese.

A (UNCLASSIFIED) Ecuaderean Ambassader Presents Credentials;
The new Ecuadorean Ambassador to Cuba, Jerge VILLAGOMEZ, pre-
sented his credentials to President Batista July 1.
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