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MESSA
The week was v1rtually devoid of politlcal develop%%n%gjgﬁ

This may account fer the wide publicity given a plea by ,
Cuba's elder statesman, Cosme de la TORRIENTE, for a return
te ™ormalcy" in Cuban public life through a fermula similar
te that of the Ortodexes. Teo facilitate this he offered te
conduct conversatiens ameng the,varieus pelitical leaders
and the g@vernment. His plan, which reiterates a previeus
propesal of June 1, 1952, weuld include a return. te the
Constitutien of 1940 and helding of electiens under a
newly-established "neutral® gevernment, De la Terriente -
said that the alternative te cenciliatien ceuld mean civil

Conflict.

Beth Autentice and Ortedexe party leaders expressed
qualified willingness te ceeperate en such a pregram.
Reberto AGRAMONTE, hewever, seunded the epinien ef many
when he said’ there was "little likeliheed" ef its success.
Other reactiens were mixed, with mest cemmentaters paying
respect te de la Torrlente's high metives but admitting
that his plan prebably had practically ne chance ef succeed-
ing. Gente, the laber weekly, derided de la Terriente as
having the “mentality ef 1900" and speculated en which
political greup was using him fer its private ends. FEU
pledged its suppert te de la Terriente's fermula. Because
of de la Terriente’s stature im Cuban life, gevernment
spekesmen tempered their cemments, but Prepaganda Minister
de 1la FE said de la Terriente was disqualified as a neutral

- because of his declared eppesitien te the gevernment.

The net result ef Terriente's remarks was grist fer
the centinuing pelemic ameng pelitical leaders as te just
what ceurse they sheuld pursue. Hepe ameng eppesitien-
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(ﬁ_ party leaders for at least some unity among themselves was e
dying at week's end, as the force of de la Torriente's T I
apreal diminished in renewed party squabbles. One news-
‘paper pointed out that this situation could only be settled
when the new electoral code was issued by the Council of
Ministers. (It is still "under study"). Where the matter
really stands is probably best illustgated by the statement

- of Andrés DOMINGO y Morales del Castillc (Secretary of the
Presidency) after an interview with BATISTA ~ "Batista will
be president in 1953"., The complete disunity of the opposi-
tion is probably the best piece of good fortune the Batista
regime has had, distracting to some extent the lack of _
achievement of the Batista government, in public epinion.

Newspaper reports, substantiated by a labor source,
indicate that a "deal!" is imminent between PAU's labor
bloc and the CTC., "Negotiation" would open the way for
PAU members to assume some CTC posts, not necessarily ine-

- cluding the secrctary—genoralship. if this happens it is
believed the much-talked of labor's political party will
get started - and that Batista will follow the PRIO re-
gime's policy of subsidies to the CTC. The end result
would be greater domination of the CTC by Batista. Labor
source said all this was obnoxious to the CTC but that no
other course was possible .at the moment. The CTC's National.
Council meeting, called for July 19 and 20, lends -credence
to reports of important developments in that organization.
Francisco AGUIRRE told Embassy's labor reporting officer
that this meeting would be "one of the most important ever
held by the CTC",.

Emilio NUNEZ Portuondo, in a UN statement which re-
ceived prominent coverage in the press, declared there are
200,000 Communists in Cuba and that an aggressive campaign :

: against this menace was needed. He said there are pro- , |
portionately more Communists in Cuba than in the USSR.
This, of course, immediately drew fire from _Ex which
attacked Nufiez Portuendo as a "politician without principle™, -
a follower of Prio and a fgvorite of the "tyrant" MACHADO. o
It ig difficult to evaluate the attitude of the Batista
government toward the domestic Communists, despite the
nearly continual barrage of official public statements
against them, because of the government's failure so far
to take more than harassing measures against them, and |
reports of Commie infiltration at various levels in the |
,government and the government party. |
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‘ As was expectcd, Hoy attemptad to- exploit to the full
the funeral of Sgt. Jorge PEREZ Crespo, a U.S. seldier of
Cuban birth who was killed in Korea and whese body arrived
in Habana this week escorted by his father, ex-Sgt. Manuel
PEREZ Garcia. Eg§ claimed to have interviewed Sgt. Perez's
grandmothcr, an old lady of 65 years, and quoted her as
saying Sgt. Perez was forced to stay in the Army after his
enlistment was up and was forced to go to Korea against’

his will. The father of Sgt. Perez, who gained his U.S.

- citizenship through service in the Army during World War II
was outraged by this alleged interview and denies that his
mother made any such statements. On July 17 he went per-
sonally to the Minister of Propaganda to deny the stery
attributed to her and a strongly werded statement by him
was published in several newspapers on July 18, together
with a letter from his son indicatfng that he had volun~
teered not only for service in the Army but for frent line
duty in Korea. Mr. Perez Garcia has stated that unless
Hoy prints a full retractien he will sue for damages. - P

. COMMENT

‘ §g¥ in this instance seems to have overstepped the j
beunds in printing a story which is being refuted locally. '
Whether the suit of Mr. Perez Garcia actually will accem-

plish anything will depend in a large degree on the backing

which his case may receive from the present regime. Mr,

Perez Garcia claims that FAVOLE y Sterling, whe is secre-

tary of the Presidential Aides, is a clese personal fricnd

of his and is helplng him in his fight against ng. ‘

‘NAVY

Lieuts. (jg) (Alferez de Navie) Renato DIAZ Blanco
and Manuel RODRIGUEZ Quevedo will attend a five week
ceurse at the U.S. Naval Damage Control Center at Phila-
delphia, commencinig July 21, 1952. These two Cuban g
officers will Dbe iccompanied by machinist Charles N, I g
DYER, USN, a member of the U,S. Naval Missien, Cuba.

COMMENT

, Damage control has been badly neglected in the Cuban |
Navy ships. Since these two officers will serve as
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instructors to the Cyban Navy on thoir return some 1m- - |
provement in Cuban Damage Control Training may bo antici- o
pated. v
!
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