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Possgibllity of Agreement-bebwpen—the-United States 2nd
Cuba Regarding Military Zervice

MID - Mr. Desvernihe

I refer to my memorandum of August 15, 1850,
regarding the Cuban Ambassacdor's inguiry as to the pos-
slpility of a new aspreement between the Unitéd States
and Cuba on military service.

During Verld War II agreements of this kind were
concluded with a number of our allies. , With few eXcep-
tions these agreements did not entail any practical pene-
it to us except Tor such political adventages ac might
be derived from the Iact tnat the agreement constituted
furtner evidence of collaboration between allies in thelr
common wer effort. In many respects the conditions which
prevailed tihen do not obktain now. Despite the Korean
hostilitles our countries are not actually at war. The
Selective Service Act of 1948 1s more liberal in its
orovisions regarding sllens than the 1940 Act, since the
latter applied to alien recidents here wlthout exception,

.11_5‘" while the former pvermits oliens to be exeupted 1f they
wish to assert thelr alien gtatus.

rann s I f2il %o conceive of any benefit or advantage to
i M us in co:rcluding an agreement with Cuba, since the only
] practical effect would be to permit Cubans resl ding here
to avoid U.S. military service by returnlng to Cuba,
without incurring any of the conseguences which such
action would entall under the 1948 Selective Service Act.
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My recom:endation, therefore, is that we should
indicate informally to the Cubans that we are not ™
interested in such an agreement at thls time. If they S:

N

ASST. SECRETARY.

want to press it further we can give it further congidera-
» tlon. Let them convince us it's a good thing, if they're
8 really lnteregted. ‘
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Fozgibllity of Agreement between the United States and
Cuba Regarding Military Service

In 1942 an Agreement was concluded between Cuba
and the United 5S5tates through an exchsnge of notes with
respett to tne ap,ligntion of the U.S. Selectlve Zervice
Lfalnlng Act of 1940, 2s rmended, to Cubacitizens residing
in the United states. In ef'ect this agreement permitted
Cuban cltlzens residing in this country, who misht other-
wige be lisble Tor militery service under thet Act, to
be exempted thereof by enlisting in the armed forces of
thelir own country should they desire to do so. HRecil-
procal rights were given to American cltizens in Cuba.
I understend that similer sgreements were concluded
among this country and many other foreign countries during
World War IX. These agreements expired in effect vhen
the Selectlve 3Scrvice Act of 1940 expired in 1947.

Ambagsador Machado has now asked me what the attitude
of this Government might be 3:1th respect to the conclusion
of another agreement of & gimllar neture with Cuba. He
sayg thot he expects %o leave for Habana on August 17
and that he would like to tell his President what our
rexction might be to a progosal by Cuba that such an
agrecment skt hHe effected. I told him thet I éid not
know wvhether in the two or three doys remcining before
his departure 1% would be possible to give him an answer.
I presume thaet our attitude toward such an agreement with
Cuba would depend on policy apvpliceble to other countries
2g¢ well, and that such a policy would in turn depend on
the views of our milltary oeople and of those responsible
I'or enforcement of the Selectlve Service Act of 1948
which is now in force. I btring this ingulry to your
attention with the suggestlion that you may wish to have
1t discussed ot gtaff meetings end 1n order thot some
reply may be gilven to Ambassador kMachado on the subject.
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SUBJECT:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum pf Conversation

RESTRICTED paTE: September 6, 1950

Cuban Proposal for Reciprocal Agreement
on Military Service.

PARTICIPANTS; Ambassador Luis Yachado - Cuba
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Asslstant Secretary Edward G. Miller, Jr.
Mr. Eugene Desvernine - MID

ARA -

AR -

Amembagsy, Habana
(informally)

aro 1—1453
The Ambagsador referred to the agreement which
wag 1ln effect between Cuba and the United States
during World War II regarding application of the
Selective Bervice Act, whereby cltizens of each country
could be exempted from military service in the other by
enlisting in thelr own armed forces. The Ambagsador
sald that the Cuban Government was interested in nego-
tlating another agreement of this type with the United
States.

It was polnted out to the Ambassador that in view
of the fact that conditions are not the same now as
when they were when the other agreement was concluded
there might not be the same justificecatlon for an
agreement. Hls attentlion was called, for instance to
the fact that under the Selective Service Act whilch 1s
now in force alliens may obtain exemption from military
gservice slmply by reguesting such exemption on the
ground of thelr slien nationallty; whereas, under the
1940 Act all alien resldents were required to serve 1in
the absgence of an agreement of the type described by
the Ambagsador.

The Ambasgador said he was aware of this, but the
application of our Selectlive Service Act to Cuban cliti-
zens here gave rise to certaln complicatlions, such as
the loss of Cuban citizenship of the affecte&r divi-
duals. He requested on behalf of hlg Governnl at we
glve gerious conglderatlion to the negotiatgggnpi an
agreement on this matter. He was told that we wo@ig
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SUITE 4200 -GNE LA SAL.E STREET
CHICAGO 2 ILLINDQOIS
SDSERM H HINGAAW
JAMLT G CULLLRTOOR January ?5_, 1951 TELEPHONE

RA pnoLten 6-4460

1N RPERLY RELEFER CABLE ADDRESS

TO FILE NO HINCUL'
e
CrSaml MUY
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A Z?/F |
Ht"- 552‘7 “\“"91'1 ‘}‘ ’- ;
The Chilef
Inter-American Affalrs Division
Department of State
Washington, D.C.
Pear Sir:
In the Selective Service nct relating Lo dcctors
an exemption 1ls made for allens whose cltizenship
ig In a country with whicnh the Unlted States has
recriprocal treaties exemnting the citlizens of
egch country from milltary servlice.
Will you klndly advise wrether such a treaty 1is ‘
in exlstence between this country and Cuba. ;e
Yours very trully,
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In reply refer %o
L/EGR 611.3796/1-2551

My dear Mr. Culbertisons

The Depurtment has recelved your letter of January 25,
1951 in which you inquire whether there is any treaty belween
the Unlted States and Cuba exempting the citizens of one
country from military service in the other,

You are advised that there is no treaty between the United
States and Cuba containing any provislion for the exemption of
nationals of the one country from militsry service in the other.

Sincerely yours,

Raymund T, Yingling
Apsistant Legal Adviser

R Mr, James G, Gulbertson,
Hinshaw and Culbertson,
Suite 4200,
NP 1 LeSalle Street,
i it :*-,.k_;-{i{r Chiocago 2, Illineis,
WOy
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is‘asggned to

Louls A. SABATING

ATTORNEY AT LAW / ’ /,—
i 523 ALFRED | 0u PONT BUILDING

Miami, FrLORIDA

fwust 14, 1952

The Tnited Ltabtes Lept. ol otale
Jdashington, D. Co.

Tervtlemoens: ‘ .

T am advized thot there ezist military treaties
vetweelr the United svates and Cuba whereby the
nationals ol cithier country do not lose such
notionality upon enlicting 1n the Armed Forces
of the other country and I would like Lo procure
Trom your oifice a cowy ol such treatles.

Please be pood enowh Lo send me coples of the 1\
' * - » ' - ] By
treaties in guestion ana your bill for the costs i

involved which 1 shall send you by reburn mail
66 T have done on other occaslionse.

hanking you in advance [or your courtesics,

1 am
Youwrs fffy truly

7
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In resly refer to
L'T 611, %796/8—1H52

My deny “ir. qabatinO' ./

‘ With refarenCP to the reguvest made in your letter
of Aupust 14, 1052 yen are informed that there 1s no
traaty or other international agreement in force
between the ‘miter "tates and Cuba contalning provi-
sions whereby the nationals of colther country do not

‘c¥d%g§gjﬁg§grwtinnalitv npon enllsting in Lhe armed
Yo Forces of the other country, .

I the absence of "uch jrovisions, tie quastion
of lossgs of nasticrelity upon enlistaert ir the armed
| forces of snother comtry wowlﬁ aypear to be a patter
Tor deter::inuticon in accordsnce «1th the lews of the
respaective cointriss.

Siuncerely yours,

Tar the Seceretary of State:

Gy PETIRGEY g LN 0EEM00T ST

Charles 1. devans
Asgistant {for Treaty . ffairs
Off1lce of the lopal Adviser
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r. Louls A, Tabatino,
G23 Alfred I. Dt Pont Building,
iflaml, Florida.
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