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TELEPHONE _ _

A

Memorandum of Conversation S

DATE: ffarch 17, #9852
5 . -
_ \

supJECT: Relations with Cuba

<

N

PARTICIPANTS: Lt. Flitt - Air Force
wr, Arzac - HID

COPIES TC: ARA - iir. iann, #r. .diller ]

Lieuvtenant Plitt, of Air Force Foreign Lialson (131~
73989), inguired of Mr. Arzac the present policy toward Cuba,. V.
In reply to #¥r. Arzac's question, Lt. PlLitt stated that he N
was referring to official dealings with the Cubans, in parti-
cular to a communicetion from Colonel Barquin of the Cuban
Air Migsion.

¥ § Wr. Arzec informed Lt. Plitt that at the present time
' Y there are no diplomaetic relationg with Cuba, since that
country's new government has not been recognized. Consequently,
' Federal Apgencies are to undertake no activities which imply
recognition, and communicetion with any Cubang should be on a
personal, informal, unofficial basis. ir, Arzac further
stated that he could give no answver to Lt. Plitt's question
on how long it might be beforgrrelations are reestablished.
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i J-Letter from G. G. Bond

) Clnited States Senate

e

Washington, D. C., ___deren 17, 1952

Respectfully referred to

Office of Legis.ubtiv. znd Licison
Lepertnent of Stete
Weshington, D, O,

Gentleiens
o

_ xI
The aﬁacx}eguconmul@ation is sent fo
your cmnsn.dera.tion.é
Py I = oom
<, e, Py
Pleagé_lnvestlgatqgﬁ%e stateuents

¢ contedfed t10elin oy forverd me the

i ] .« [

{" neceddéry informzticn for reply,
returnfpg the:encloséd corresponde
with ydOr snswer.
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Sincerely ycurs,
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SY deny Lenntor Dmethera!

SAth your letter of Carceh 17, 1955, you encloge 2

letter from your ¢ naetituent :r. George-uorcgn ond, colil=

taining remorks on the recent svents in Cuba, topether
#with certaln surgestliiong as To thie couxse o netion our
isovernment should now tele.  The Derarthieny of State 1sg
«liftys rlenged to rocelve the views of rilvate ciltizens
anc  clveg them careful conzidsratlon.

General Datists hing rccently galzed Yower in Tuba
by Toxee ond :ing gun-ende’ certein cozq**ﬁutin nl
dor oo overlod of forty-Tfive drya.  I6 Lo 4o he i
the constitutional riphts of the Cubon people - 11? he
Sroi Gly rcstoLFu, end inceed ©eperel atlats hog ubllely

daty,

aled hnt suelr 1 Lids =uroge.

- T -7 E
s g

ifle course of metlion yhiicn ¥, Dond ‘uﬁ7V”LJ wowkal
conztitute dlreot interventlon in the 1ntef“ﬂ1 ~Pioden of
our nelphbor. Such 2 course ol sctlon would he bontrpry
to the well-egtobllcned policy of our Government. Tie
princinle of non-intervention in tiz Intarnal nffalrs of
other gtates Le one which hing bBeen Geveloped t”fOW,J the
yeara of inter-imerlicon relntlonshiys untll 1% hirc become
o paslc tenet of the lnter-bmericen gyaten.

the bepartment is carefully examining the duban altive-)

tion in the llpght of certain criteris Tor the recornition
0y any nev reglme whichh heo cone to novsr by extro-
consti%utlcnal menrig. In mnaking this exaninatlion the
united Statea‘ﬁovernment ls mindful of the Tacl that &t
the iinth Internaticonal Conference of smerican Jtates 2t
Sogote, Uolombla, in 1948, the Covernments of ithe ~merican
’8ﬁub1103 unanimously agreed thet continulty of dirlomstlc

E

the Honorable
George Smathers, .
Unlted Ctates fenate.

11 ruarantees
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relatlons anon; the “mcilenn Diatea is Geslrablp 9n5 that
the estobllaiment oy wvalntenance of dinlomatic relatlons
with » overnment doge not lmply any Jjudiment upon the
doneatlce policy of that movernnent,

here i enclosoed oo of intsrest in thie conncetlion
o ptaterent in vihilch o re ceonsidersd nome 0f the factors
cifecting tnlted itates policy concerning u1rlomatigrrela-

tiong with dg freto covernmenis in the . ~merlesn Hepiillics.

Ancerely yours, ' : L

Jecly V. .ol all
Lasintent Gecretory

nclocuraes:
1. rrom “r. -ondg,

areh 1o, 1955,
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‘March 24, 1982

MEMCRANDUM FOE MR, HOPXINS, THE WHITE-HOUSE
| .
_

Attached is a memorandum for the i resident from Secre-

tary Acheson concerning continuaticn of diplomatle relations

with Cuba. It would be appreciated if this memorandum could

be sent by telegraphic means to the bresident at Key West,

we J. Mciwilliams
Director, ixecutive Secretariat

Enclosure: #7747 4, 4
Memorandum for the i“resident.
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SECRET - SECURITY INFORMATION

-

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Continuation of Diplomatic Relations with ‘Cuba _

/

In this memorandum I recommend for your consideration
the continuation of diplomatic relations with the Ratista
Government in Cuba. If you approve the recommendation, I
suggest that you authorize me to make the announcement on

Thursday, March 27.

/8 you know, on the early morning of Monday, March 10,
General Fulgencio Batista with the support of a group of N
officers of the Cuban Army overthrew the duly constituted N
Government of President Carlos Pric Soccards. Batistu’s L
revolution came as a complete surprise both in Cuba and in .

this ccuntry and his revelution was carried out with remarkable

- ease and over virtually no resistance. Ambassador Peaulac in

Habana has followed the situetion with great care and he has .
reporied that Batista is in complete control of the Cuban ' N
national territory and machinery of Government ang that »
there is virtually complete acqulescence In his regime cn the

part of the Cuban people, Batista has not interfered with the

Cuban labor unions or with the cper:tiong cf the Inter~/merican

Reglonal Cffice of the International Confederation of Free Trade

Unions whieh is located in Habana. Eusebio Mujal, head of the

Cuban Confederation of Workers, has publicly supported Eatista

" &as have representative business and commercial assoclations.

The Batista regime has formally requested our recognition
and has made satisfactory public and private statements with

regard to Cuban intention to fulfill its international obligations;

- its
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*
its attitude towards private capital; and its intergion to take steps
to curtall internaticnal communist activities in Cuba. In connection
with this latter point the Eatista Governraznt on March 21 refused
to allow two Russian couriers with diplomatic pouches to enter
Cuba from Mexico, and the new Cubuzn Foreign Minister has
stated that he will not aliow Russians to use diplomatic pouches
in the future. While Batista when President of Cubz in the
early '40’s tolerated communist domination of the Cuban
Confederation of Workers, the world situation with regard to
internationcd cominunisra has changed radically since that time,
and we have no reason to believe that Batiste will not be
strongly anti-communist., The new Cuhan ¥Foreign Minister,
Riguel negel de la Campa, signed the Ztockholm Fetition two
yeass agd, but the Linbassy and the Department aie satisfied
that this need not be taken a3 indicating softness towards
comuynunism and-in fact our reports ars that hir. de la Cawpa is
anti-communist.

The Department of 3tate naturally deplores the way in which
the matista coup was orought about and is apprehensive that this
kind of thing may occur in other ccuntries of Latin . merica
where elections are being held this year. Consequently, the
Department and Ambassador Eeaulac in Habana nave been
. proceeding with great caution in this matter despite our very
special position in Cuba which includes heavy capital investment,
encrmous internaticnal trade, the vicaro nickel plant operation,
the Guantinamo N=val Base, three armed services missions and
the recent signing of a bilateral military assistance agreement
which requires implementation. At least ten countries of Latin
America have already anncunced continuation of diplomatic
relations with Batista. These include Mexico, Pragil, El Salvador,
Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, Colombia, Venezuela, the
Dominican Republic and Haitl. France, Switzerland, Spain and
China have also recognized Batista. We have been informed that -
Chile, Ecuador, Uruguay end possibly Costa Rica, which are among
the leading democratic governments of the Hemisphere, will -
simultaneously act to recognize the Batista regime some time this
week. We have been in consultation with those governments, and

P

their
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their view of the situation is roughly the same as ours. The
United Kingdom, Canada and Austris have asked to be given
advance notice of our action.

Under the circumstances I believe that it would be
detrimental to the special relations that this country has with
Cuba to hold up recognition any longer, and accordingly
request your authorization to announce the continuation of
diplomatic relaticns with Cuba on March 27 and to give ,
suiteble advance notice of this action to. the interested govern-
ments. j

SECRET - SECURITY INFORMATICON

ARA:EGMiller, Jr: arp;dwm 3/24/52
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#iy demr Senator Fergusont

s1th your ietter of darch 25, 1052, you enclose a
letter dated iarech 11, 1952 from your constltuent, ir.
Thomas . Jverkleelt, containiay sone -obporvatiune on
the recent events in Cuba, and making certain suggestlionsa
ag to the course of actirn our Government should now
take. We are alweys pleased {0 recsive the vievis of
privaie citizens, and sive them careful consideration.

‘fha Lepartment cof State carefully examlned tlie
gituation in Cuba in the 1lirht of eertaln criieria for- .
the recopnitlion of any new r<cil.eé whiecnh bhag cuoe Lo power
by sxtra-constltutlcnel sese. In-nsiking vhis examination,
the Department wes mindiful ol the fact that at the Linth

AR

Internationsl Confere~coc of Americsn Ztales 2zt Locota, ‘J;,
Golombia, in 194%, the ;ove nments of tha anerica- he- -7 =
H»ubliecg wnanimoualy apreed that continuity ol ¢izlomatic
relaticng amon;: the Ameviecsan Ygot.s is degirable, and *
that the sslahlighiment or pal (o anoe of 23 lomatl s re- N
Clations with o govsorwent does nnt Tmlly any judgment ~
upon the daomastlic pelley of taat povernuent. :;
As a result of the examination of the Cuban situ- S

ation, it was recommended toc the President that the Ol

United States resums ralations with (uba, The Prosident 51

anpnroved, and acecordlnzly relatlonsg wore resune” " ' N

vareh 27, 10L&,

A8 ol laterest In connection with this crobhlem

there 1s enclosed a statement in which are consgidered

aome of the factors affecting mited Statzs policy cone-

cerning Jdiplomatic relatlons with de-facto sovernments

in the American iepublics. .

. -~

Sincerely yours,

Enclosures: Jack K. McFall o ©
/- Statement. Asalstant Secretary A X
2. Ktlon Aeecnn gt & 1y

i

The Honorable ”~ LR

Homer Fergusaon, o :

' ited-States Senate. ' zi
1
A
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2. =~ Comversely, I believe 1t wonld creets 2 ?vorablﬂ im
“throurhout Lotin Americe if voi o gnpounce in puhlic
ment thet 1E51OT GUk FCLICY TO ICUSRVEIE 1T B 1FTSR
AFPAIRS OF CUR 400D IHIGHBORS T# LATIL AMERICA, snd T would
further sugpest that YCW FROD UPCL THUMIDEA OF PRIC'S
SETTING UF,CUBAY ”GJ“RLL“VI I“ BEXTILE TIi WTAKI Cr AYY OTHER
FART OF TEE TTNIT®D STATE “iehr wreuld be eguivelent to
TAFIIG SIDES in the dlsnutc gince it would be tantmmoant to
allowiny FRIO o sbuse our hospiitelity, and ¥Hiami could

1 Jhbecome a PFOTBED of'intriguc in which CCGITULISTS and F‘bLO
TIAVSLERS could play sn important part,

(ou may have = cavanls Ambassedor in “avarna and he mey have
beer there lon- enourh to become familiar with the background of
the Cuban situation which ieg essentisl in 5dv151nr wou and your

ssociates in Washington snd I trust that the thoup Pto I em pass-
1ng along tov you may be helpful not only to vou but to him elso.
I mirht mention that I was in Havena all during Beatista's ten year
rule of Cubsa including the 1933 revolution when Nr. Roesevelt sent
the Honorable Sumner Welles down to straighten things out and he
did a good job.

I am at: your serv1ce..

"Rcspécﬁﬁjllﬁ,“

"If I can be helpful in anv way 1n‘¥ash1ngton, Miami or Havana

-
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In reply refer to

ALAtMID

iy desr iMr. rarsons:!

Your letier of .sarch 26, 1352, addressed to the

‘Secre.ary of State, has been recelved. You discussed

t:e present sitwaticn in Cuba, & country with which you
are famlliar, and you make certain sugreqtijns ag to the
coursge of action you feel we sihould follow in view of the
recent events in thal country.

The bepartment of State careofully examlned the
gltustion in Cubhe in the 1light of certain criteria for
the recognition of any new repime which has come to
power by extra-constitutlional mesns. In making that
gxanination, the Lepartment was mindful of the fact
that at the Ninth Internaticnal Conference of American
States at bogota, volombia, in 1348, the governments of
the Amerlcan republics agreed that continuity of diplo-
matic relatiom ¢ aming the American states was desirable,
and that the establighment or maintenance of diplometic
relatlons with a government does not i1mply any judgment
upon the domesilc policy of that pgovernment. It was
as a result of this examination that the Unlted States

rosumed relations with Cubka am Mareh 27, 1952, i

The prineciple of noneintervention in the internsal
effairs of other nations is one which is firmly estab-
lished in the inter-=Americsn system, bheing incorporated
in various articles of the Charter of the Urganization
of American -tates, alsoc sirned at the Bogotm Conference
in 1948, In accordunce with this principle, which 1s a
basic one in our foreign relations, the United States
does not permit actlvitiecs within 1ts juriagdiction aimed
at the mlterstion of the public order in any foreign
country.

As of poasible interest to you, thers is enclosed
a copy of a gstéatement prepared in the Department of State
in which are considered some of the factors affecting

United States

Mr. Willliam A, Parsons,
1387 San Marco Blvd.,
Jacksonville 7, Florida.




inited States policy concerning diplomatic relations
with de facto governments in the Amerlcan republics.

You will observe that the recommendation which you
have made colncidea closely with the above policy and
conglderations by which our Government 1s guided.

LI theank you for your kind remarks concerning
Ambagsador Domnelly. “The important positions he has
held and is holding show that the Department of State
also shares your opinion. The offer of your services
is also appreciated, and will be born in mind should
the necesslty arise,. )

Sincerely yours,

Fep—the-Secretary of-Stated

Albert ¥. Hufer
Director
Uff'ice of .lddle American Affairs

Enclosure!

Statement‘///
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