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' I heve the honor 1o report thal seversl representn- ——
tilves of American interests in Cuba have recen®tly brought 4 .
up with me the guestion of what attlitude Americans in Cuba © =
ghowld teke il they are zsked to meke donatlons to Cuban T
political campalgns. The question ig partleularly perti- !
nent 'right now becaure of the netionsl elections to be held ”
in June of next year. N 5
i .-,
b - ) ] ] Ao . ?‘C:"a.
It wlll be recalled in this connectlion that the N g,T
question of politicsl donziions by Americans has been 2 poooP
1ive one in Cube for meny yeers. Nearly Pifty per cent S
of Cubae's wealthy suger indusntry 15 owned by Americana e
and there are other substantiel Americen iLnvestments in I
Ciha. All these together represent a2 tempting possible -
sowrce of income %o candidates Tor public office in Cubsa,
who belleve 1t neceascry to spend incresningly large sums !
of mouey L1n polliticgl campalgns. w7
. 2 o
Through the years therefore thepe has grown up ihe | = Z
habit( 6T asking these American companies for contributions, | o .
and many of them in the past have contributed to campaigna. | S e
It hes not been unusual for companies to contribute Lo LS U
more than one party. They have tended to regard this as ] B~
an annoying form of taxation. | “~
-
. : | e —
Ambassador Spruille Braden, as the Department also | O
will recall, conducted a vigoroun campsigh agelnst this | @y
practice and continued the cempaign when he became i -
Assistant Secrehary of State in Washington. From an | «
lsgue o locel importance 1n Cube, the questlon of poli- 1
ticel contributions by Amerlcan interests became an —
internatlonal 1issue whlch provoked reactions even In @
countrles where 1t had not been an issue previously. P e,
: =
. i~
I did not and do not favor the kind of campaign -
carried on by Ambasszador Breaden, Nevertheless, I do A
w0t consider that the Embassy can approve or authorlze a0 0w
American companies to latervene in Cuba's domestic G
politlices, as they would be doing if they submitied to =Ty s
, vressure from Cuban polltical parties to make donaitlons .~ 5 I
to thoae partles. o o . T
=t
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I have therefore reached the declsion tha®t, while I shall |
make no public gnnouncement and shall carry on ho campsighn
againgt polltlical donatlons by American compenles, I shall take
the atititude, when inquirlies are made of me, that American
companies and Americen cltlzens are bound not to engage in
pollitical activitles in Cuba and thet if I lesrn that o gliven
company or individual is engaging in political activitlea here,
through making pollticel donatlons or in any other manner, I
shell necessarily bear that clircumstoance ln mlind in conneetion
with my attitude toward that company or individual. I have
a2lready begun to say thias o pergons inqulring and I have no
doubt thet information concernlng the Embagsy's ettitude will
spread ropldly throughout the Amerlcecan colony in Cuba.

I contemplate the posaglpillity a2t & later datve of approach-
ing the leaders of the politicel partlsn in Cubsa, ineludlng the
President of Cuba, and asking them for thelr coopergtlon in |
resgtraining thelr followercs from asking Americans to meke
political donatlons, having in mind that those Americans are
under obligaticn not to intervene in Cudan domeatic pollitics
end having in nind that non-interventlion in Cuban domestic’ -
politics by foreigners is good for Cuba.
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AMb. Beaulac ralses an importznt lssue in his des-
w.teh on the above subjecet. I belisve that the course of
~ction that he iatends to talke is, ,in general, the soundest
under the circwistnces end. that he should be informed of

the Depurtment's vievs on the nutter.

The draft o§ a csuzgested airgrom to smb. Beaulue is
attuched for your conrideration.

The lust porszsgraph on noge 2 of the despatch nay
merlt separate consideratish. .mb. Zeunlec coys that he
is contemnlating the possibility of avnpro ching the lezders
of the Cuban political parties to usk their coonersition in
restraining their followers from asking rericuns to make
political donatinns.

&
(=]

It occurs to me thut o« Cirsct anproach might lay
undesirable stress o0 tie r.wtter and that 1t might be ad-
visable to suggest to amb. Beazulac that his approach be
informal and camrual. He might take adv:ntage of soclal
gncounters with the political leaders rather than seek
them out to express his viewe, If you concur, the third
paragraph in the suggested draft might be includeld - or
something along those lines.
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