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Memorandum of Conversation.
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American Embassy, Habana
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Mr. Elbrick stated thet thne new Minigster of State, a1
Miguel Suarez Fernandez, wishes to resolve, 1f posgible,
all tne smell, irritating questions which may be ;
adversely affecting relations betiieen the United States
‘and Cuba.
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In its desovatch 2282 of Pay 16, 1951, the Brbassy ex- OLI

pressed the opinion that the 2 OT”Lquhbnb of the new rinister =
of State, Iipuel SUAHEL Ferncnae rprovides an excellent - L

opnortunity to wress-Ior’the ¢ solubion of vorious outstanding
sproblems which have neen the subject of numerous representa- AG
“tinns by the Mmbassy and the Lenartment of stete in recent QQMH
verrs., ~ciing upon tnv" ascumption, I called upon the new FRB
finister of Jtate 1z week for thle —urnose of u¢gcufq'pg EIAA T
with him & few of tne more iriportsat stueu, such as privete ﬁ&ﬁ
fmerican claims agrinst the Cuban Sovernment, the situation IR
of american zccountants in Cuba, anu the zross ssles %ﬁx on
imported lumber, ' '

meb .

The Lliniester's atiituds wa ery frlandly throughout
thke meeting, a@nd he exrressed hlmseli ©s veing anxious to-
meintain. good relations:with all of Cuba's neighvors in
general, ant wWilh the United States in onarticular. he ex—
rressed the convietion that Cubd should Cﬂoocrabe with the . .

e United States, and seia that it is his desirs to glve every .
e assistance Lo thé'ﬂnitcd Stotes dand to the United Mations o
: in the comon defcnan .the denccratic countriss,. . He:em

-

_phds1zcu the fzcb thatine his always besn a ﬁolit'cir"“and
ﬂlom't"“lbnt that Le bas® alre LY be»un to make a

01=Lhc Vi rloun_rroo?c~s NWexe coilertlﬁu'
i S ana . 19 noueu that, nb'WOMIQ
"fto Lf . not. all, of

lose cn nnJanion

ﬁnrbblems..f
'bctween Cuba
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ihe Minister hrhs incuired concerning the matter ofirecipro-
cal trestment of Cuban : accountants in the United bStatez, and has
indicated that the rrincinple of reciprocity, even tnough it '
misnt now apply in all 1h3'stf?es, rmirht be useful in discus-
sions with the ZJuban Colegio de Contadcores. It was pointed

out thst there is.céns:o rable variation ashong the accounting
aws of the L# stetes ond the territoriss of Ghe United Sto tes,
but the Tmbassy is ﬁaklnv an eriort to cokpily a summary of
these lews for nresentaticn to the rinistyy; "from 1nf0rMat10n
now in its files. .t the same time the “ibassy is studying
the Tinigter's assertion that no Mlegal? sélution to the
problem is possible; a view which is rot shared by the loge
counselor for beverni of the #merican accountain, firms now
orecticing in Subd. '

) _

.

o "he Minister has Teen siven to understond by the Dinistry:
or rlndnce that the gross siles tax on ¥mportea lumber involves
snbatantldl revenue Lo the Cubsn Government. Lz scild that the

inistry of Finance had L6ld himw that the tax brings in from
ten to fJIuecn“rll“qon pesos annusily, @ sum which the Inbassy:
has cuestloned @s highly unrealiistic. 1/ is nossible that.
the dnister of Pinance was Papcrrvub Lo thi revenue Lronf"TOSf
sales tufeu_on otuer _rrwrtu o ﬂEl*, ; it 1t
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