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SUBJEC r ; Kuchilan Kidnapped and Beaten by Unknown Ass .::l"i.Lmts 

r-· Of! :"unday ' night, August 17, Hario KGCHILAl: , a nevlsp C!per lllan - -I 
viho writes a column of the W21ter \'linchell type in Prensa Libre, 
\'laS kidnapped by three individuals vlho e nt ered his house, des­
cribing themselves as members of the police. He was taken in 
an automobil e to the outskirts of Habana ,"here, according to 
his story , these individuals beat h i m ~lFl tried to fo rce him to 
reveal the whereabouts of Aur~liano SANCHEZ Arapgo. He claimed 
he replied that he was not a"lare of the location of Sanchez 
Arango and that he was beaten to insensibility. Vlhen be regained 
consciousness early in the morning of August 1 8 he loade his 'liay 
back to Habana and gave his story to the press. He accused his 
assailants of being members of the "GRAS" l predecessor of the sni). to 

KuchiHin is said to be one of the closest and most loyal 
fr i ends of AUl'eliano Sanchez Arango novi in Cuba. ':lhile the 
latter was Hinister of Education, Kuchilan held a position in 
the I·,jinistry. He was named recently in a court action as 
"treasurer" of a conspiratorial movement ileaded by ex-President 
Carlos PRIO and Sanchez Arango. In his widely read daily column 
in Prensa Libre entitled "Bebel u he has consistently opposed 
the BATISTA Government. 

The story of the kidnapping \vas headlined in nearly all 
the newspapers of Habana on Tuesday, August 19, along w.itl1 a 
chorus of statements by high officials of the Cuban Government: 
General Batista, General TABERNILLA, Minister of the Interior ' 
HERi-'IIDA, jVlinister of Information De la IcE, the j4inister of 
Defense and the General Staff, repUdiating the incident. The 
substClnce of most of these statements was t 
di sclaimed any connection or knowledge of 
would take all measures to apprehend th05 
President Batista said uif anyone asso,cjla.l~ed /Wiv .... v .. v 

rnent was implicated it was contrary to 
r·1inister of Informa'~ion de la ' Fe attr 
" el ement s of the Caribbean Legion try' ingi(to;3<soyt /@i§2;;;fti Tiiiiii~,g · ·.· 
the populace of Cuba u. '1'he .Minister 
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LJl am e on f ollowers of Aureliano Sanchez ilrang o ~rying t o under­
~in o publ ic con f iden ce in Bat i sta , Illcntionin g a l so "conf i dent ial 
info rmat ion" t hat the s e same el ements were fJlann:Ln!~ a n assault 
on Dr . liaman GitAU Sa n Eart1n. 

Sdi torial conune nt wa s widespread and mo s t consi der ed the 
incident an atta ck on freedom of the press. Commentator s were 
alm ost u nanimous i n demanding t hat the Government i nvestigate 
the affair a nd bring the offenders to justice. Tne National 
Col legium of Newspclpermen announced ,,\ moeting t o be hel d Aue;us t 
24 to consider a strik e if the offenders hav e n ot be en arre s ted 
by t hen. Tile Communist Anibal ESCALANTE, ~rritin8 in Hoy, said 
this was just another example of SUi brutality, citing a number 
of i nsta nces in whic h members of the PSP have been a llegedly 
mis t reate d by the SnI.,. , " . I ,. ' .• ' " 

/ ._. / r' . /. 

Several commentators rioted that this is another incident 
in a series of misadventures which have happened to opposition 
leaders in their attempts to tell their story via the press 
an d radio. Several commentators recalled these ot her incidents. 
One of the fi rst of these was the detention of Jose PAlWO Llada 
and the confiscati on of his "unauthorized" newspaper La Palabra, 
as .well a s the suspensi on of his radio program on several 
occasions fo r a ttacks on the Government. . Another instance was 
the assault on the University of the Air program (see Habana 
1£l93 , f'lay e, 1952), after which the Government promised a full 
inVestigation and punishment of those responsible. There has 
been no further actio~ reported. A similar example _was, the l' .c! )/.' ." . 
a rrest of Ortodoxo vlr~ter and professor Rafael GAHCIA Barcena -' . 
an d the denial by both I-i!inister of the Interior Hermida and /:. ,:." 
Chie f of Nationa l Polic e SALAS that he had been a rrested l'lhile tJl-/ 

he Ivas held incommunicado for Ae hour s (see Habena 45, J uly 9, I 
19 52 ). Th e most r ecent example of Government repression of -' J 
the press was the confiscation. of the first issue of the Orto- C 
doxo newspaper La Calle publisl}ed by representative Luis .\ 7' 
Orlando llODlUGUEZ. According to the press', the police entered J I 
the ;:>rinting shop the nig ht of August 16 (the anniversary of ' ". 
the death of CHIBAS in 1951) as the first edition was being /(;'-; 
r un off, stopped the presses and confiscated those issues 
already printed, even th~ugh publication ,had/ allegedly b ..... !;len 
legally a uthorized and;C~ntained nothing ' detrin.tental t~ the . 
Government in the first issue. Niost of , ~hes!;l } c()n~rr{eht~) W~re 
made on the assumption or suppositionthatHKuchilan's ,c~arges 
that members of Snl or the Police wereresponsiblewereytrue. ~ 

Several 'other COITliJlentators pOint~ct ~U~i,r;Cih~W~~~~~n;·~i1~f :it 
~~~ ~~~ ~~~~~:~~~lYL~~~ g~~~~~ (~ ~~~~~~~~~g~\¥~~6f~~?)()W~~~!e 'l in Prensa Libre of .t1ugust 21 t'hat he had -hil.~ 1Ir-.eliablein- . I 

__ J orma tion tl that the KuchiH.n incident\~~s~;~r~ Z8f iaplanto ---.J 
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arouse public opinion against the Bati s ta Government and t o 
provoke a strike of newspapermen. 11,:, .n.rned against the pro­
jected newspaper strike as playing into the ha nds of e l ements 
trying to p rovoke internal disorders. Anothor t heory, also 
b J s c d on "confidential information ll , related the incident to 
t ~ ! e , 'rescnce of .P.ureliano Sanchez Arango i n Cuba. This story 
was tha t KuchiL3.n refused to turn over funds belonging t o the 
subversive movement to t.h e persons who attacked him. 

The Chief of h ilitary Intellig ence (snI), Colonel j';anuel 
UGALDE Ca.rrillo, made a statement~ to t he pres . ., t hat appeare d 
Aug ust 21, linking Aureliano Sanchez Ara ngo to the Kuchil.0l 
affair ilnd accusing Sanchez Arango of a plan to disrupt public 
order in Cuha. He did not say what t he connection was. His 
statement said ·the house Sanchez Arango '·,ad been staying in 
had been located and two members of the armed forces a nd the 
ex-bodyguard of Sanchez Arango bad been arrested. Chief of 
Police Salas stated he is hot on the trail of Sanchez Arango, 
\'Iho, he said, is in Habana. Statements attributed to Batista 
later in the day , (August 21) indicated Sanchez Arango had 
escaped by a "hair's breadth". He added that in connection 
lli th Sanchez Arango's activities he had received confidential 
information that a Habana firm had receives orders for khaki 
uniforms for the Caribbean Legion (;0 be used in an attempt 
aga inst the life of ex-President Grau San j\-jartfn, which "Tas 
t o be made on the highway between Habana and I'ljatanzas. 
](uchilan countered with a statement to the press that these 
reports ",ere fabrications the Government >vas using to obscure 
the issue. 

These declarations eave rise to the rumors repeated by 
many of the Habana newspapers of August 21 that Sanchez 
Arango and his lieutenant Eufemio FERNANDEZ had been arrested. 
nost of the statements said, however, that this information · 
had not been confirmed. Batista denied on August 22 that 
Sanchez Arango had been arrested, ·lJUt said he .vas believed 
to be still in Cuba. 

Several press clippings describing and cOlmnenting'bn 
this incident are enclosed. 

COI'lHENT 
,:':.' . . , 

There seems to be little questionthat x&ubiicf op:i..n:i..9rl 
has been aroused by this incident, probably more than by •. 
any other of the inc idents mentioned above.'l'he. numerous j\ 
and immj:ldiate statements made by off'icialsRf· ~~~;fG<:l ... e:sn~~l1t, 
including President Batista, indicate theG6 ... ernment +~s H+ .••. 
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II' It cannot be said y et \"hether there i s any real connection 
betvl'e en the Kuchilan beat i n:::: and the report s of trie presence 
of Aureliano Sanchez Arango in Habana, or whether this j.s only 
anot her of the mRny " conspiracy" rumors tha t [!ave been circulating 
recently . 

For the Amba ssador: 

Earl T. Crain 
Acting Counselor of Embassy 
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Po'r Rolando Masterrer 
Marw]{uehilan es amigo de 

mis enemigos. Pero quiero ser de 
los primeros en protestar del bru­
tal apaleamiento de que se Ie ha 
heeho vietima. 

No estoy de aeuerdo con 811. po­
sicion politiea. 

Pero 10 estoy mucho menos con 
la estupidez que Se ha 7JUesto en 
practica para combatir sus opi· 
niones y sus acciones y las de 
sus amigos. 

Soy un enconado adversario de 
Aureliano Sanchez Arango, pe.ro 
respeto la ,Zealtad de Kuchilan 
por quien es 811. amigo. 

El 1)01S en/ero, pero mas que nadie el gobierno, 
ha recibido un grave daiio COn las torturas que 'se 
ha hecho su/rir al 7Jeriodista de ,"Prensa Libre" .. ; , 

No ('reo que estemos en presencia de un nuevo 
estilo de. gobierno, dirigido a borrar to do '· vestigio 
de opos!cion al nuevo regimen. 

Al Pl'esidente Batista y a la mayor parte 'de ' sus 
ministros, ie sobran experiencia politica para no 
incurrir en estos errOl'es sin re,7)iedio, de los cuales 
no hau regreso posible. 

Nada se gana can la cacliiporra. Y se pierde to· 
do en cambio. 

De con/irmarse que fueron miembros de alguno 
de los cuerpos armados d'e l,a nacion quienes co. 
lIw ~ieron el desman que constituye hoy la comidi­
lla obliqada de la Re.Pliblica entem. ,estal'iamos en 
presel/cia de, un ' viraic total en los metodos y el 
7JenSalll icnto del gobierno. 

Si olgo ha tenido de positivo eZ grupo que asumio 
el poder el DieiiJ de Marzo ha sido la preocupacion 
de su~ /tgums' mas connotadas por ahorrar violen-' 
cias inneceswias a la nacion. ' 

DesTI.'cs de la co:icla de Carlos Prio. cesaTon como 
por enccl1lto las /Jalacc1"{{s en las calles; y mas de 
un cri1'l en S/lll11c~tmnente impu.ne jlte esclareci.clo .. 
por la l!.utondad policiaca conel beneplacito de 
todos. 
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LUUUS, 

Arrancar de su hogar en horas de Za noche a un 
pel'iodis~a y azotarlo salvajemente en un camino 
real mientl'as se Ie somete a un interrogatoio, no 
puede verse jamcis como una contribucion al refor­
zamiento de ia autoridad de 'an gobierno y mucho, ' 
menos como un esfuerzo por ganarse la adhesion 
de las 71:etyorias que Tepudian con' todas sus fuer2-as 
esas 1n{l1tijestaciones "de baTba1'ie. 

Tengo para mi, que el primer , intel'esado en el 
esclarecimiento pleno de este acto de "gangstel'is-
11tON es ei generetl Batis~a lnismo, quien no se con- , 
tentarci: con 'menos de llevar a los delincuentes an_ 
te los tTibunales. . 

Otrets veces, han tenido luga!' depredaci01wS de 
c8te tipo en antel"iores gobiernos en los que fuero7/, 
vicUrnas legisladores, politicos y periodistas. 

Lamentablel)tente, no todos los pf.1'iodistas, legis­
letdores y poltticoS alzaron sus voces paracQndenar 
las desorbitaciones del poder Pliblico de quienes se 
hac;an soliaarios con SIt silencio c6mplice. 

No I'S estet op01·tunidetd petm r ecordarles ' que SI£ 
C07npliciriad tIe entonces abono Ie:. recogida de es-
tas violencias de ah~m. " 

Pero (11/.1L cuando no se cobl'etn estos etVI'al)ios. no 
ts ociosn r ecordar 'el de'ber de cadet cnal en cada 
momenta y en bien ,de todos. 

EI j)o is entero se indigna trente a esteodioso ~ 
(J,tropello. 

Y nosot1'OS los prUne1'Os, 
Ojald que let 1Jat,.i ct no seet llevodet. to.1'pellum,te 

par este cmnino, de inseguridetd Y z020bra que con­
du.ce al charco ,de sangre Y eZ lut:o en los hogetres. 


