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:oi! ll II.Cl: Local Newspapers 

USIS-Habaaa under cover of QII1 dJ.tcc1 Sept,ember 30, 1953 , 
supplied USL\. and the Department o.f Stqt; e ·.rith a list of lead
ing Eabana neNspapers and pertinent data t hereto. This desratch 
pr esents a more coJTJplete and later list in line •.-Iith the points 
requested in the reference airgramo 

Leading Cuban newspapers and magazines, 1.'/ith the names of 
the directors, reliable circulation fiEures, political trends 
and other data, as of January 1954: 

r HABANA DAILIES' 
(All Spanish-language unless specified otherwise) 

DIARIO DE LA MARINA (daily except Monday, A.M.) 
Director: Jos~ Ignacio Rivero He rnandez 
Circulation: 28 , 000 daily, 35,000 Sunday 
Political slant: Conservative, Catholic, strongly ant~-

comnnmist; pro-Franco; a nprestige" paper 
Price : 5 c ents daily, 10 cents Sunday 

I NFORNACION {daily except Monday, A .1:1. ) 
Director: Dr. Santiago Claret 
Circulation: 30,000 daily; 45,000 Sunday 
Political slant: Conservative, indepe21Llent, anti-communist. 
Price: 5 cents daily, 10 cents ·sunday 

EL T>!UNDO (daily except Monday, A.r-1 .} 
Director: Dr. Luis Botifoll 
Circulation: 32,000 daily, 42,000 Sunday 
Political slant: Indep endent , anti-conununist; mildly anti

Batista; has ' been somewhat responsive to the 
business interests of President Amadeo 
Barletta, who has business dealings in banks, 
insurance compru1ies, oil drilling, buses, 
radioi television, and autoroobiles (ill4). 

Price: 5 cents daily, 0 cents Sunday 
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EXCELSIOR (daily except I.-Tonday, A.r-1 . ) 
Dir ector: Vi ct or Bi lbao 

] ' .H·r· ,. 
Ln.-1. Nn. 
J. )c·,l ' · 1'-:n. 
I: !Olll 

Circula tion: 42 , 000 daily, 68 000 Sundoy 
l"olitic;:tl slant: Pro-Liberal Party ( centri~3t) of which 01tmer 

Alfredo Ilornedo i s Pr esident ; otherwi s e 
fairly independent in thought; str0n~~}y ant i 
c; ommunist , r espons i ve to busin ess i nt erest s 
of Hornedo in Sports ?al.:Lc e , JJ::mciuit. a ·[heat er , 
a l arge farmers' rnark~"!t , et c.; se:une ent er prise 
as El Pai s belowo 

Price: 5 cents daily, 10 cents Sunday 

EL PAI S (daily exc ept Sunday, FoMo) 
Director: Dr. Guillermo Mart:rnez Mar(1uez 
Circul etion : 30, 500 (Excels ior's Sunday edition t;oes to 1::1 rais 

subscribers ) 
? olitical slant: Same as that of Excels i or 
Pr ir:e : 5 cents 

r'~El'J SA LI BRE (daily except Sun clay i P .M. ) 
Director: Sergio Carb6 
Circulation: 92 , 000 
Pol 1 tical slant: Somewhat leftist, independent , sensationalist 

(large headlines, colored inks}; anti-Batista; 
Carb6, sole owner , has kept hi s name clean , 
always has been pl~o-democracies , fri endly to 
t he Unit ed States 1 although often critical of 

P:ic e: 5 cents United States policy in Latin America. 

l .. i.'·.F;ANA (daily except Monday , A.M.) 
Director: Jose Lopez Vila boy 
C:: i rc illation: 42, 200 daily, h5, 800 Sunday 
Polit ical slant: Pro-Batista , and r esponsive to t he varied 

business interests of Vil aboy, which include 
Rancho Boyeros Airport , the "JI1afiana" residen
tial area, the Banco Comerci al , and ot.hers. 
Anti-communist. 

Price : 5 cents 

EL CRISOL (daily except Sunday , A.M.) 
Director : Dr. RaUl Rivero Ruiz 
Ci rculation: lB, 000 Tuesday-Saturday, 3 5~ 000 r/Ionday 
Political slant: Fa1rly independent, responsive to . business 

interests of Alfredo Hornedo~ who i s a heavy 
shareholder; mildly anti- corrmmni st. 

Pri. ce: 5 cents 
·_. J 

:-·-·. 



-
.. 

1'.1):(' 3 .,f 
D c·Ji· No.U3IS-h0 
F n>m USIS:-Ha bana 

CONFIDENTI . .\I, 

AL :~rtTA ( daily exc ept Sunday, A.l'1! .) 
Di r-e c-::.or : Ramon Vasconcelos 

f '.H'I' ; -

}")("-.!'· i'<P. 
h·.,r: ; 

Circu lat ion: 11,000 daily, 22,000 j\!onday 
PoJ.j t i c<3 l sl<mt: 1\cti vely Pro-Bati sta, ;_Jlt hough ~: uppo rt. ed t he 

go7ernment of Ca rlos Pr:lo j ust a s st r onc;l y ; 
anti-communist. Va sc onc elos a nd Sanche:0 E c::,spon 
are joint O\•mers. 

i-' r·:i c:e : 5 cent s daily, 10 cents Mon day 

r-... V .·J,~ CE ( d2ily except Sunday, P .rJI. ) 
Jir ect o~ : ~ario Mass ens V~zquez 
Circulation: 1 2,000 daily, 14,000 Monday 
Politica l slant: ] .esponsi ve to business interest s of Carl O:J 

5 cents 
Saladrigas, a heavy shareholder ; anti. -c omrm u: j st. 

Price: 

PUEBLO (daily except Sunday, :? oM ., ) 
Director: Juan Gonz~lez Jvlart:l.nez 
Circulation: 81 000 
? olitic:::.l slant: Independent, although most of Pueblo's sto~k 

is held by Jose L6pez Vila boy, mmer -of Ma.f:ana, 
and the paper's policy is sensitive to his 

Pri ce: 5 cents 
many business interests; anti-communist. 

Tll~1··:PO EN CUBA ( dt:ily except Monday, A.M.} 
Di :~ct or: Rol2ndo Masferrer 
Circ~lation: 14,000 
Political slant: Pro-Batista, pro-Argentina, frequently anti

United States. ~\'hile both Masferrer and his 
editorial chief, Alfonso Granados, are ex
members of the Communist Party, the paper has 
no Conununist slant o It supports nationalistic 
expressions of Cuba and other Latin American 
countries. It is heavy on local politics, 
sports, and semi-nudes, and light on inter- · 
national news. 

Price: 5 cents 

r 

ATAJA! (daily except ~'londay, P.M.) 
Director: Alberto Salas Amaro 
Circulation: 2 1 000 
Politica l slant: Strongly pro-Batista; Salas Ama,ro is a long

time confidant of Batista, and is reported to 
have the President's financial backing. 

Price: 5 cents I 
I 

' ____ _ t 
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Dcs_n.- f':, ,_U SIS-hO ' 
Fn•m . USIS,.,..Ha b.J.aa 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Ll1 G:\.J.;11 Ai,A ( ~~ -- ll y exc "'pt F'ond'"'y A rr. ) u...-_: J. - ... t""; .A.~~ ~ :.~ J • .• · .~. 

~i r~c t or: Dr o Vito RaGl Rodr! ~1ez 

l '.l':'· 
l .n,l. 0:" 
I )cT. r-.;,._ 
F n•:n 

' ··: 

C irc 1_;~ :2. ~ion: 2 , 000 .. J 

FoJ. i tical s lant: Pro- Bat ista , pro-Argentine, occ::"l~:>i onally anti
United St, ."l.tes ; no defini·te Communi st l i.a e at 
present, al thou~h ~> evel'til s ta ff m ~;mbers a re 
considered Redo 

F ri ce : 5 cent s 

THE __ ~Jl. VJU~A POST (dail y exc~pt I'1onday ~ i~ . L .) 
Director: ,1rs. Clara Park Pessino 
Circulation: 2,800 daily , J,200 Sun d.::1.y 
Political slant: Only Engli sh-langua ge .JCirispap er in Cubc-1, 

catering chiefly to the American-British 
colony; pro-Batista , ant i-Communisto 

? r i ce: 5 cents daily, 10 cents Slli!day-. 

FII~ANZAS (daily except Monday, A. :M.) 
Director: Manuel Camio 
Circul ation: ),200 
Pol itic-::.1.1 slant: Independent; strictly a financial neNspaper, 

friendly to the United States 
Pr ic e : 5 cents 

The Communist ne~TspAper Hhy (da ily except l\tlonday 1. A.M.) 
with a circulation of pro ctbly no more than 5!00u, was 
closed down by the government on July 27, 195J along 
with the Communist monthly magazine La Ultima flora. 
Since that date there ha ve been no Communist publications 
as s uch in Cuba. 

INTERIOR DAILI"RS 
(All Spanis h-langdage) 

EL CAf1IAGUEYANO of Camaguey (daily except Monday, A.M.) 
Director : Dr. Vlalfredo J. Rodriguez 
Circulation: 15,000 
Pol it i cal slant: Independent!' a lthough slightly ant:i.- Batista 

in tone; th s is the most important. of the 
I' 

D • • t rJ ce . 5 cents 

interior newspapers, with complete U. s. wire 
service coverage; anti-comn1uni st. 
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LA C9l_Si~~SPot:~~NCI1\. of Ci enfw:~.:::/)~i ( d,'.:. i l :'/ e~·J:r :_pt i-:on,by 
1 

i':. ~f·I. ) 
Director: H ic oL~·s l(achado HodT:fe;uez 
C jr c~lation: 8 ,000 
?r)litica l slant: Ir~d9l)erHlent 1 ant i- ·.:;·:•ill • lilllli.~-:t 
;; l'i cr~ : ) Cl::;nts 

lJiiilllO DE CU!JA. of Santiago ( daily except I·.ion day , 
D:i.P~ctor : Eduardo Abril Amore:3 
Circul .::~.t ion: 10, 000 
P olit~ic ::.tl slant : Anti-Bat i ;>t :t1 anti - c <X:l:ntr:-. i.st 
:~ '!:i c-e : 5 cent s 

EL CCJI\lEHC} O of Ci enfuego ~~ (da ily except l".i.ori (l;~y , 
Dil~ector: A1b erto Are.gones Macha do 
Circul!:.t ion: 6,000 1 

Pol itical slant: Independent, anti -communist 
Price: 5 cents 

. .,., ' \ 

! \. .!'J! 0 ; 

r :~E::JSA Ui'JIV~H.SAL of Santia c;o (da ily except :r.'Ionday, A.r--1o) 
Co-directors : Vicente Pujals Garay and Raul L6pe z Lacau 
Circul ation : 3,000 
Pol i tical slant: Pro-Batista , anti-c ommunist 
F rice : :) c en t s 

nGHEl<liA ( vreekly) 

LEADING r;IAGAZINES 
( a ll Spanish-language) 

Director: Hi guel Angel Quevedo · 
Cin~ul 8.tion: 2/+0 11 000 (including 100,.000 for export) 
Pc.lit ical slant: Strongly anti-Batista, anti-communist; . 

supported the late Eddy Chi b~s, an Ortodoxo , 
in his presidential a spirations and now dis
creetly backs Dro Roberto Agramonte, who 
c onsiders himseLf Chib~s' successor as an 
Ortodoxo "purist"; Quevedo is the sole owner 
of the valuable Bohemia property, one of the 
best in Latin Amer~cao 

Price: 15 cents 

I 
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CARTELES (weekly) 
Director: Antonio Ortega 
Circulation: 35, 000 
Pol i.~ ical Glant: Until purchased ir. Decemr)·;).r by f·-h;_:_;uel !.ngel 

Quevedo, owner of Bohemia, this magazine wa s 
consi -derAd. indep endcmt. , but is e~:pected to 
3wing subtly to d.n anti-Bat:i.sta li.ne :tlthouu"l 
the first is st;.~~!J undel~ ',1ue'h': ·:lo h:.t Vt) br-: ··:n 

?ri~e: 1 5 cents 
a p oJ. j tic~ -::tl a 

=·U. S .. CORRESPON DEWI'.J IN CUBA 

Associated Press--Ben Meyer 
Unifea-Fress--Francis Jlo1cCarthy 
Intern:ifiOi:lal News Service--Carlos Tellez 
rrew--t'Ork -Tfnies---Ru.by Hart Phillips 
Time:Lire--Henry Wallace 
Ngrth~rican Ne~~aper A~J~ance (NANA) and NBC--Edward (Ted) 

Scott 
Miami Herald and ABC--Mrs. Ruth McCarthy 
Miami _Daily_ Ne~-:---Tano Gomez 
.!1..genc e __ Franc~ Pr~.s.~--Carlos Tellez 
Reuters--Carlos Tellez 
ACrile I-J e~~ictures--Gene Carrier 

For the Public Aff~e(b~ (32 
~ Richard G. Cushing 

Infonnat i o n Officer 

,. 
I ______ j 

. ' 
! : 




