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SUBJECT: Cuban Leaders Igsue Call in Defense of United btates FQjLSH
Against Attacks From Hemispheric Communists anddéeftlsts. i
Y o

- The Habana press for Aprll 29 carried prom:l.ré{n My a manlfesto@ o
- signed by a group of leaders in Cuban intellectual and public llfe(N
'; headed by the distingulshed soldier, statesman, ~lawyer and writer, |«
. Cosme de la Torriente, which is a call for a hard he aded anpralsal.
of theipreent international situation and for American solldaritchn
: behind the United States in dealing with it. The manifesto is in - s

- fact intended as an alert against attacks on the United States and s~
continental solidarity launched by Communists "&8id reenforced by
those liberals who play the Communist game by criticizing our
country's pollcy on ill-considered and frequently Communist-chosen

~grounds. A copy and translation of the manifesto are attached.
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The manifesto brings out the danger to the Western world, its
civilization, and its values posed by the threat of international
Communism, led by and working for dussia, and particularly the role
that the United States is taking in meeting that threat. At such
a time there is no room for equivocation or vacillation, the mani-
festo says. American unity becomes essential. The Kremlin's
policy is to isolate the United States. In this hemisphere it
raises the bogey of imperialism to achieve its purpose. The dan-
ger would not be so great were it not for "elements, who, without
being avowed Communists, place themselves more or less wittingly
in their service because of a false conception of democracy and
liberty." Unity is threatened when "there is proposed the inter-
ference of some (countries) in the affairs of others." The mani-
festo refers to the policy that Russia has followed in the post-
war world after being helped to victory by the United States. In
calling for unity in the Americas, the manifesto brings out
grephically that unity inthis hemisphere is an entlrely different
matter from unity in the Communist orblt. _ _

It is largely because agitation of the Guatemalan questlon
is beginning to fall into the pattern of Communist strategy that
the manifesto under discussion was issued, In despatch 1130 of
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| March 18, 1954 the Embassy reported that a Pro-Guatemala Com~ .
’ mittee had been established in Cuba, whose initial declaration
had been signed by Communists and others consistently identified
with Communist fronts, as well as by prominent intellectuals.
On March 23 this Committee held a public meeting from which
people had to be turned away for lack of space. It has been
reported unon elsewhere by another government agencye.

Shortly before the holding of this meeting the bmbassy's
Publie Affairs Officer, lMr. Jacob Canter, ran into Francisco
Ichaso, of Diario de la Marina, who in reaction to the pro-
Guatemala movement had just written a very sensible article on
anti-Americanism in his paper {(despatch 1144 of March 22, 1954),
They chatted over the interest being generated in the (yatemalan
cause and its accompanying anti-Americanism; and Mr, Canter in
congratulating Ichasc on the soundness and timeliness of his ar-
ticle expressed the opinion that it would be a good thing if the
article and its point of view could receive wider publicity.
Within the week Mr. Ichaso had arranged for a meeting of writers
and intellectuals to draft the manifesto that is the subject of
this despatch, : -

The manifesto received extensive front-page coverage in the
Habana papers, the most important of which published it in full.
(Apart from its intrinsic merit, the manifesto was, of course,
signed by the editors of Diario de la mMarina, E] Mundo, Bxcelsior,
and E1 Pafs.) Some of the front-page headlines were:

El Mundo: "Cuban Intellectuals Condemn the Insidious
Campaigns Against the United States.™

Diario de la mMarina: "Manifesto on the Present World

Juncture and the Way Ahead -for Free Peoples and Free
Men . " o -

Informacidn: "The Promotion at This Time of Anti-
American Campaigns is Demoralizing."

Mafiana: "To Public Opinion."
Alerta: "The Agents of Communism MuSt’Be Wété,_

El Pafs: "America is Exhorted to Remain United Before
the Red Stratagems Against Democracj;

Excelsior: "Cuban Intellectuals péﬁéﬁdfﬁmér;cé'
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Editorial reaction has so far been entirely favorable,
Clippings of editorials on the menifesto from Diario de la
“arlna, El rundo and Informacidn for April 30 are attached.
They catch and reflect faithfully the spirit of the manifesto.

It would have been better if among the signers there had
been a few more readily identified with liberal causes. The
manifesto may not go far in winning retractions from those
already converted to pro-Guatemala, pro-Soviet or anti-american
points of View; but it has real value as putting into the field
a forceful exposition of the case against their arguments.

Action Reguested. It is requested that the Departwuent
Cquly copies of tnls(qesnatch and itz enclosures to USIA,
Lashington.

For the Ambassador:

e

dﬂQSC Hall -
Counselor of Embassy

dnclosures:ffr
; . . -
/ le L4 clippings
2. Transletion of manifesto
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Statement by a Greup of Leaders in Cuban Intellectual and
Public Life-from the Habana Press of April 29, 1954.

TO PUBLIC OPINION:

The present world crisis requires unequivocal decisions,
.especially by those persons and institutions that watch, orient
and interpret the course of public opinion. Confusion of mind
and of conscience is one of the most serious dangers facing our
~threatened civilization.

In nermal times ambiguity and ideological instability may
be justified by an attitude that is relativistic and skeptical
in the last instance or by that tendency to a multiplicity of -

"shadings which characterize speculative thought. But humanity
is living today in one of the most agonized epochs of its his-
tory and this unavoidable fact makes it necessary to define _
concepts and to clarify attitudes in order to serve the presmnt
as well as to discharge respon51b111ty to the fUture.

That' is the purpose of this statement as the persons sign-
ing it understand it. It does not intend to refute other
opinions nor to open the way to unnecessary controversy: it
is limited to an exposition, with an affirmative spirit, of
the viewpoint of a group of Cybans who are worried by the
course of international events and concerned with the need to
react properly to them.

It is an undoubted fact that Western civilization is at
this time threatened somewhat as it was in 1940 when the Nazi-
Fascist powers, after a series of unjustified aggressions, pro-
voked the Second World War. At that time America, with the
United States at its head, was a decisive factor in the defeat
of the Axis. The victory "obtained at the cost of great efforts,
great sacrifices, and great material and human losses, did not
bring Peace along with it. It was very soon noted that the
defeated totalitarianism was substituted by another no less
despotic, aggressive and unscrupulous. The Soviet Union took
advantage of its military power, which to a. great extent had
been facilitated by the Democratic powers and very: spe01ally
by the United States, to invade and subject free nations of
Burope and Asia, convertlng valiant but?defenseless countries
into satellites, and imposing puppet governments upon them;
directed from the Kremlin. In the meantime the fifth column .
of the local Communist parties, scattered: everywhere, bllndly ~
obeyed the Soviet orders to undermine the Democratic regime.
from within, thus preparing the way for: the_ o-called "world
revolution™, which is nothing other than the conquest of the

world by Russia.
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America is one of the strongest bulwarks of Western culture |
end of the Democratic system of social organization. In spite
of the differences that characterize this hemisphere, all of the
countries that are contained therein have the firm will to con-
serve the nucleus of spiritual values which is their Graeco-
Letin inheritance and which, upon being merged with others of
native and other origins, formed Americen civilization, which
in some aspects is an extension of Luropean civilizaticn and in
others adapts and enhances it. This decision is so definite
L L we would never abandon the custody of thet spiritual trea-
sure, not even in the improbable event that Burope should re-
ncunce its sacred defense,

The success of this enterprise does nol require a rigid
uniformity of the countries of America under the same creed,
the same ideology, or the same social, political and economic
orinciples. Neither does it require subordination of any kind

~nor the abdicak ion of the respective national characters and
systems. Let us leave that to the Soviet system, which imposes
Communism by blood and fire without considering tradltlons, the
history and the idiosyncrasy of the "liberated" communities and
regiments their people according to the whims and conveniences
of the metropolitan power, But continental security and ef-
ficiency in the struggle against aggression do require a certain
strategic unity which is perfectly compatible with the indepen-
dence and peculiar characterlstlcs of the life of each American
republic. .

That unity becomes endangered when conflicts arise among
our peoples, when the interference of some in the domestic af-
fairs of others is encouraged, when movements are developed that
tend to export political or other ideologies, when watchwords
which Communism used on other occasions, now being again brought
forth to incite some countries against others and especially
against the United States, are anachronistically used, and when
ingenuously or through bad faith the Soviet threat is " underesti-
mated and the man of the middle class of our Continent is led to
believe that the present situation is the result of a quarrel )
between two great powers, the United States and Ru551a, in which
the other nations of America have no reason toAfeel_lnvolved. 7

It is eV1dent that the policy of th'jKreml :
isolate the United States, separating it from th ?countrles of
kurope as well as from those of Amerlca._tAs-tofthe former, it
makes use of the. fear of atomic warfare., As to the latter, it
brings forth the 0ld slogan of anti-imperialism, picturing the
American nation as if it were a replica of the Soviet Union in
this part of the world. The local Communlst partles are the
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instruments of this divisive maneuver. 1Its effort, however,
would not be so dangerous if it were not supported by the dif-
fused sub-columns of other elements which, without being de-
clared Communists, place themselves more or less unknowingly
at their service through a false concept of Democracy and
freedom.

In the present great strugge the United States, due to
historical necessity, marches at the head of the free nations.
To deny this would be useless. If yesterday, before the threat
of Nazi-Fascism, its intervention was decisive, today, before
the not less peremptory threat of Communist totalitarianism,
we would be lost were it not for its exemplary organization, its
armed power, its economic potentiality and the almost unanimous
decision of its people to prevent that "government of the people,
by the people and for the people" shall not perish from the
earth,

It seems to us that to regognize this fact is fundamental
for the defense of the Continent. To ignore or try to weaken
it due to old or new resentments or by reasons that have no
connection with the real facts of the common danger, is to make
things easy for the Soviet fifth column in its undermiqing task,
in its persistence in weakening the American bulwark,

The recognition to which we are referring strengthens,
rather than compromises, the free determination of each one of
our countries and thetrefore does not imply any waiver, abandon-
ment or subordination in the sphere of the interests and aspira-
tions of each republic., The existence of an urgent and common
objective in the struggle against totalitarian aggression is
compatible with the maintenance of the individual and national
rights and with other objectives, which may be realized through
the processes of our regional system, '

Union does rot mean subordination. It is legitimate to
point to mistakes and ask that injustices be remedied. If
there is any country that is open to criticism, that is re-
spectful of the opinion of others and ready to correct its
mistakes, that is the nation of Washington, Jefferson and
Lincoln. What we do consider demoralizing and. self-defeating
at this time is to promote anti-American campalgns onuthe pre-
text of local frictions, the settlement of which is more easily
achieved through reasonable arbltration ‘tha ”
violence or an unjust attack. o

The defense of the c1v1llzation- _
moral and material protection- of our co ntrmes, 1s such an
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i important and urgent matter that it does not admit equivocal
attitudes and much less those that unwittingly aid the divi-
sive policy of the Soviet Union in its efforts to put the free
nations of America against each other by using worn-out argu-
ments, untruths or common principles of a politico~social
philosophy that is discredited. VWe believe we are doing our
duty as Cubans by denouncing this scheme and by exhorting all
the men of free America, without sterile suspicion or anta-
gonisms, to keep united in this crusade for Democracy, freedom,
Justice and the dignity of peoples.

Iranslated by: L. L. Gonzédlez
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