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Culminating several months during ·which there ha s 
been continued agitation in Cuba against all Con~unist a c
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tivities, and in fac e of the growing deman ds by l a bor g r oups, 1 , ~~ 
the press and anti-Gm.;rruni st or c;arlizations .1) for t he ba nni nG v . ' 

of 1:!.9..Y., the Cuban Government on 1tugust 24 intervened a nd t ook 
over the premises and prop_erty of t.hat Co;n:·unL; t nev..rspAper . 
Th e intervention vms c.iecreed by a. r - inistr~' of La hor resol t,tion 
s igned by } rime l~"inister l'1anuel A. V;-~.h0i~A wh o on i ~ ugust 21 
a ], s o becru!l e acting Liuister of La bor . lJr. ,·mt onio U'l 'LK.U l.Ja lrua u, 
a n offici a l of t·he . i , ._ r. r_.- , ·. :; ... ·. .. '·"" __ .. .:_ .. : .. ,_..,-i .t·. (n· 
r· :~c~_ .:...:l..l .. L· :~: . . , :" · :<.: Ii ~ . . . I .. t~- ·..::c:. -~: :cJ :-/ 'l'hurscia y mor·n in i_~ . 

'I'he .resolution, which is quoted in translation as ~n
closure No. 1, authorizes the intervention on the basis that 
the paper VJas ori~inaJ.ly founded o.n d fin;::: need by c : >rtl.ri buti ~: ns 
Of ''OrlG"' f' .• ,.,. -, ..... •. ,, · · · : .. · . ... ·L ... ~ .l. ··· ·· · .,· . .. , .. , .. · .' .. e-J 

e 
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, :.'<.: . ::. : .SJ. ( : r.n ·'J s i,;uo'-uws has no vi c onmJ:~. inecl to the · ! ·inistr:,r that -._ 
----- ~ !:0 

• 
-the paper has been use d by a srno.l l portion of the ~rol ctariat .. 

to further ·thej_r own inte rests and ha s consistelJ tly disre ,r;.,rded~ ........._ 
the legitimate intere sts of the main body of vwr kers a1.d syn- ~~ 01 
oi cates; t hat it is the du.ty of the Linistry oi' La bor to s-afe- 6 I 
gut:trd the rights of the v.fOrkers; that. Hoy has bee n carrying r> f\"l 
out anti-democratic propa ga.n<.lo. v1h ich t.hreate11s -the peace and . b:j 0:1 

political stability of the country; and that, contrary to the ~' .01 

1J The anti-corr.munist grou-ps which had threa tened to march 
on Hoy on i\ugust l, a17-d . Nere only stor)pedifr(_)m /doing so .by a 
r ersonal appeal from l·resiclent Prio, . had schedUle .... a me~,tinr; 
for August 24 to reconsider the matter · ·· tc.:'·:··.tof

0 
.... n 

the meeting referrf?d t .o the President' .... 
,a gainst the paper. It said that si .·· ·''•····''··.· ->··<:; ... , ... " "'"'"' ssed 
a nd the Government, had n ot fulfille · · 
muni.st groups would meet to renew .· .. 
scheduled meeting possibly may ha~e · 
Administration's deciding to procee 
have been arranged ,to give the G 
take action). 

HAHoyt/elw 
August 28, 1950 

.... _ •. 

ACTION J~~y _: 
The ac:riou officr.: must· return thi~ pe·rin·anrnt rrrord 

~···•ftC· 
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purposes for v-rhich it was foun ded, tile newspaper has been 
carrying cut an editorial and inforrr ut ion rolicy designed to 
riestroy American unity anc! the good\·Iill betv.reen cuuntri es hav
ing democrati c ideals. Hoy's defe:m;e of the i~ orth l\.orcan Com 
mu.nj_st troops, its attacks against t he Government LJ.nd ,,nny 
of the Lmi ted ;:itCt.tes "which has !_';One t o t£1e defense of Kor ea 
in c '_jmpliance vvi th the resolution adopted by the :j c curi ty 
Council of the United l'~ations, with the favorable vuce oi' ti1e 
Guban delegate and supported in every v1ay by the Gov(::rnn!ent 
of the Hermblic of Cuba 11 are cited i n t!1e resolution a~; ex
amples of-propaganda designed to oestroy continental solidarity . 

The resolution provides that t he interventor shal l , 
after takir.g possession of Hoy, review the situati on anci rn0 ke 
recommendations to the l~dnistry of Labor a_s to t i:1e s teps which 
should be taken to reorganize the paper as a leg itirnat e work
er's organ. · A high official in the ~ini~try ha s intimated to 
the .i!,;mbassy that this investigation uill be prolonged, and that 

·Hoy would probably not be published ' at all for som.e time o Hm"''
ever, the Secretary General of the C~C, following ti1e inter
vention 6eremonies, stated that his organization nad been of
ficially informed that the paper would be turned over to the 

1 • 

G'l'C. He felicitated the Government and l-resident Frio for 
this "valiant ~ political 'action in giving the paper to its real 
ov-rners and thus preventing the Communist 1-'arty fll'om continuing 
to use property which wasn't theirs." i,;UJAL promised that 
the CTC would ~se the paper in defense of democracy and of 
Cuba. ~lhether or not the paper is actuaf.ly turned over to the 
G~C or not, there seems little doubt that one of the principal 
reasons that labor leaders Eusebio J:~o·1ujal and Emilio Sl.JRI Cas
tillo have kept their groups in the vanguard of those demanding 
the banning of Hoy has been their hope of obtaining it for 
their labor organization. 

Police were stationed at the newspaper's off ices at 
5:00A.M. August 24, and the official act of intervention took 
place at 7:00 A.M. after police experts had j~arefully searched 
the premises for bombs or other explos ives. k :rhose present 
i ncluded, (in adcii tion to f\,irlister Varona aiid~,t .•· interventor) 
J>ol ice Chief General <.~uirino Ull.IA, la ·· ••··. Castillo, and numerous other high Of~ · f:~· .,··· ·;;;•. /c;.$'i,;:''+>i;,;.;.:.·· 

of Labor, of the Police and of th~ . 
It was reported that two Communist .. ·'···~· .. ,~~'~ 
and Sta·lin files headed "Prio" n ·' ' ' -"HegDoes", '~United illations'!, "Kore 

~ on the premises. 

The editor of Hoy, 
the ceremony and his statemerit 
notarial act which was 
fused to deliver the keys 
the inventory which was 

' ·,'I 
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would be &ppealed as ill0gal ana 1n violatio11 of the Consti
tution. 0scalante a l s o s ::Jic:i that he had in L· ormed tlie 1~ational 
AsE;oci.::ttion of j'ournalists, the Guban l ress :.:io ciety , the Unit ed 
~ations ar1d the Internat ional ~ress ~ssociation of the inter
vention and that he haci denounced it to those orgar:izations as 
a violation of citizenship rights. l ie placeci the paper's va lue 
at ·,p2GU , UOO. 

The Communists immeciiately atternpted to create a s ub
stitute for Hoycy getting out a special ecbtion of their v1eekl y 
paper iw.eri ca Uuporti va. 'l'he police, hm·Jever , f or baae the 
distribution of this paper and on Ji.u;;ust ~5 Frime 1-.inister 
Varona orciered the 1- ,inistry of Interior to close it on the 
basis that it was Hoy published uncier another nC:lme . t The 
Gmbassy had previously been informed tha.t some of the mac!linery 
used to !"Jrint Hoy had been taken by the Communists from the 
premises in anticipation of the intervention, awl that it \:Ja s 
their intent to try and utilize America DEip<i>rtiva as a sub
stitute for t~e intervened newspaper.9 

Several incidents occurred on August 24 which were re
lated to the intervention. At about noon a small group of 
Communist youths were arrested by the police as they paraded 
dovmtown in protest of the Government action. Among those 
reportedly arrested was the sixteen year old daughter of Ani
bal Escalante o An attempt of a group of dock workers to start 
an impromptu protest strike was frustrated when armed maritime 
police occupied strategic positions on the waterfront, and the 
majority of the dock workers refused to go along with the agi
tators. One, Hafael AVIL1~ Gonzalez, i·ms arrested by police 
when he tried to incite bus workers on route 20 to strike in 
protest of the interventiono Numerous persons ·Here reported 
arrested in the town of Cardenas when they attempted to demon
strate in favor of Hoy. Arrests otper than those mentioned 
above have also been made. This reflection -of a hardening 
attitude on the part of the Government may be emphasized in 
coming weeks and may presage action against the P .d. P . itself • 

. ·. ·=· ·. 

The press also reported that polic Circulo · 
Socialista in the nearby town of Art · · ... ,, .... , .. ,,, .. ,,,., .. a Hrunrni-
graffe:r portable radio transmitter, ··· · '"" '''""'"''., ... , .... .. ,,...... ec;edly 
ltla.S being operated clandestinely, a : i'<':::·("c.C:!':~." ·~ ·~rt:.:c.-,·c'·'~'·cc:J:: c ·. ·. ·,::. :.'>r- ·c.··: n 

munist propaganda. 

The intervention has aiso been 
The same ~orning one ~~ Habaha'~;. 
as an arb1trary act of the Gov 
one which sets a bad precedehtv ·~ 
against Cuba 1 s free press . ···· ~· ,..., ... " .. ::·.':'·i'"' 

rwnor that the paper would 
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. . : () ; •. . . ;:.!,: · , r: c· o: :. ~) I ,, ;._ Jjl; Ll ac.ia on l l h ; ITC [>:ram 'l'hur~.;day ni r;ht 
a lso deno1fnce d the interve: 1 ti o~l cl. :~ : : : f urth E; r encroa chment 
of the Govcrrunent on freed on of the Pn; ~-;s. ::J t at, i rw that he 
is o -c~) o.sed t o the Cor::r.Ju n:i. ::;t.s an<l t,l H:/ir ;r r::th<Y:::; , • c. . ~ :r_;,J . : . ..._ .. ,: r·-· 

' ' 0 • • ' -· _: • 

•. ! . • ·. :. _.. : :: :~ • ."' . , t , I 1...: , _: • ,_; i d . ·i:. ..- I ; . 

L : I ~-~ 1,:. • 

' l o 'I ' I : : : .I ':: ' • ( ' -

... ~ ! \~ f : \ · · - -·~ _, . .:. .... ; .•.i ,: ; ' ~ .i.t l ~ :;t. - ~t'"' ; __ I_ L I j l ~-; _· .,;·-. - ~-; ... :. · _ ··. J 
. ' .. v ·:.:J.· ·. :.: L. ' ·, ·: .:·: ~:: Ci.i ~.c,:ci .. · l \r : ;,. · t.: : Jclu:.: c CI ) ::~ · ~ ;:i_ nst t. ·. t:: i.n L <:.~ l:'VcJ J -

tion in FriciC:l',·' ' s i s~,;ue of ll i ~,; ·· ne'\tJfF '<11)Eir id_(,:~·rta . ,jas cc ncelos . .. ' 
s r:: ~rs the.t r1e is convinced, af·t~;r· hr:::o.J· :in:; th e stat, r:::r·•ents of 
Iviujal and uuri Castillo, that t he i11t er ver1t i on i ~~ an ex:.lr!; l 'l c 
oi t 11 e viorst type of syndi cal :politic s bac1( t:d b ~/ a11 ofl'i cial 
act.i un which has fai led to prove a n y i rll :;, i nEmt d.:· nf:~ r ::: i:·:a:i nst 
the s ecurity of t he 0tate , a gainst r ood :i.nt e.n 1 .:~ t; i 0nGtl rela.tio.l:::; , 
or even against public order. 

Vasconcelos noint;s out that the Uni1:.eCi ~.it : :.t r~s has not 
outlawed the Gomritunist .Party or . banned any of i ts functions . 
He says tha.t if this nintervention" is allowed to stand, no 
paper in Guba will be free i'rop1 the tiu·eat of similar action; 
t hat under such a si tv.ation free dom of Fres$ no L;n~er exists. 
He denies that the Hoy was founded exclusively v1ith s yndicate 
funds, saying that politicians, capit alists, non-politicians 
and t he man-on-the-street all contributed.at the tinte the funds 
were sol icited. 

Violently attacking l•1Ujal and 0uri Cas tiJ.lo, Vasconcelos 
says that their only purpose in trying to r,e t control of Hoy 
is to rnal<e it · possibl~ for them to collect money from the pub
lic just as La~aro PE~A previously rlido 

He concl~des by s tating that there i~ much_ not visible 
t o t he na1.ted ·eve behind the anti-communism of t h ese labor . 
leaders. He deplores the fact that a quarrel . vvhich is purely 
a labor matter has been used as the motive :f6 his Government 
intervention. Finally, Vasconcelos says ria iti'ter vention 
of !::!.Qy_ establishes a lamentable unne ces ··· · derlt riot fitting · 
for a Government which has its ori · ····· · ··.· in~ ' 
ciples. ..i~0 

T);lis editorial immediately 
threatens to have serious politVc 
fuinister Varona denounced Vaaconce 
he submit his resignation as a c 
officials have praised ~· t.he i .· ·· ~····· .. ,.. ....... ,,~ ,!"' 

Embassy staff and have cond 
Llada, however, attacked, Varbna 
celos. Pardo said that if tne 
real advisory group rather t 
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such a s Vasconcelo s ' is necessary a 11<.i healthy . 

The coincidence of Varon<.J 1 s beinr: ;-.ini s ter of L; , bor at 
this time has also not es caped t he at tention of ti1e crj t ic s 
of the intervention. lt has been pointed out that lresident 
frio was !1 ~ inister of Labor when t he Cor:m!uni s t r adio ,.; t ation 
hil Diez was barLned, and 1-vhen the Co111muais t s v-1e1·e ous te ci from 
the CTC. Some have suggested that pe1·haps Va:corw.' s sudden 
repla cing of ~orell H~;~RU as ~inist er ef Labor a nd t he s ub
sequent issuance of the resolution authorizin;~ tlle inter
vention of Hoy are part of a pJ.an to build Var'olla up as t he 
i~ . H .C.{Jl) pres.idential candidate in 1952. 

• I 

· In direct opposition to this critic ism, however, is an 
editoria l which appeared in the .t~ugust 25 issue of Diario de 
la I-1arina {copy enclosed). .Stating tha t the action vJas t t:tk en 
as a result of popular demand which v1as becoming uncontain
able ana more urgent, ~arina says ,that tile intervention has 
not silenced a ne·Hspaper but only an instrument of ::>oviet im
perialism. It says that no one should become alarmed at this 
action or believe that it constitutes a violation of the free
uom of the press. It adds that the Prio Administration has 
never persecuted a mewspaper · or reptricted any _liberty, but 
that it could not remain deaf to the popular demand for the 
restriction of this Soviet organ. 

Marina expresses the opinion that there cannot be any 
vacillation at this time; that one must either "be vdth the 
Communists or against themn. It contends that the Communist 
Party cannot be compared to any of the Cuban opposition par
ties such as the Ortodoxo, the lAD, et cetera; that it is in 
the opposition for completely dif~:erent reasons; that ·what it 
oract ices is really not opposition but conspiracy ; and that 
it is absurd to try and picture the intervention of Hoy as 
a n act of aggression against one of the opposition parties. 

The intervention >of Hoy is not, s ays :Jiiar:irl.a, a .Govern
mental whim or a sectarial act. It is=a verification of the 
.fact that Cuba is at war with Commun .. "riO .. ·.· >Go ernment 
of :Ur. Prio, not the Autenticos, bUt · . s . de-
clared itself as unwilling to accept .. · .· . • ag:;;. 
gression. 11 ·· · · 

." 

Denying that Hoy's purpose 
~arina calls it a bulletin of ~r 
says that anyone who raises his 
raising it also in favor of: a .. c ····· 
it is ridiculous and anti-patrlpt 
ists should have the same r · · .· .. ·. ····.··. 

0nt that if they were -in powe 
litical .. opposition and close 
ately. The editoria~ , state~ 

... ~ 

; ' ' · · .. :::.:'-:':.' · . . 
.. ~~1'{\ • .,·..,.,..~~~~~~~·=~.,~-.;,{,~t~~~:::- ... 

I' 

; 

·I 
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demo cratic. rights f or th o s e \'lho openly 'te cla r e t ite i r r-refer
ence for a r egi me "I:Jhich makes mo cke ry of d0;:wc ra cy. 

~··arina ' s only criticism of th e intervention L ; L-ita t the 
Governrnent 1'1 :1 ited so long t o take t i.e ;:; tep . 

Finally, c oncludes i11arina, "those \·iho a r e a lar 1 .cd by t he 
in Lervention of a bullet in of the h USsian Arrr,y, \v hether they 
know it or not, or VJhP.ther they \vi s h it. or not , ::n·e not); irtL~ 
but CoJJ:rnuni sts. Hespon s i ble citi ze nr.5 , Gubans, be t he y JLUten
ticos, vrtodoxo!:_; , l.iberc;. le s , lJ aur:. i s tas, UernocrL."t t as , ~ :8publi c c:s, 
or of no political leanine;s, vrho vJ.i.sh f or t heir c ountry a na -
t ion .-;.1 Gover nrn\:: ut of t he ir o1·m, .l'ai t hful to tn e re}..-ubl i can 
c onscience f orged J.'or u s by Lh e Founde rD, c.: p :;~ laud a nJ sup!·;ort 
the decision to [_,rove to the \·TOrlcl tha t Lrc Co;nli urLi.:_; ts i n Guba 
have rne t t i1eir "'aterloo 11 

••• 

Comment: 

1\s previously reported, l resident rrio has stated con
fi dentially t~at he personally had instig a ted s ome of the 
clmnor by labor groups against the Communists and Hoy in order 
to give him a basis for taking action to ban t hem. Ther~ 
is little doubt that much of the anti-Communist .agitation by 
labor is due to the fie-ht for control betHeen Conununist and 
non-Communist labor le~de.rs in the unions, and that their '·'de
mands for the outlawing of the Party and the banning of .!iQY. 
may be due more to practical than idealistic reasons. 

"evertheless, it is also true that the general public is 
in favor of strong action against Cuba's fifth c olumn, and it 
is believed that the measure taken aga inst Hoy will, in general, 
be a popular one.. 'l'he publicity and e di toria.l conunent given 
to the Guban Goverrunent' s definitive sta'nd on t n e side of · · 
democracies and its open backing of the United •~ations .a'ction 
in the Korean confli·ct has served during recent months to de
fine more clearly public opinion a~d create open opposition 
to anything comrnunistico · 

The technical consultant of th·e lvJinist : Labor .who 
drafted the resolution decreeing the in;,,t;.;·e~~,':.:c <·~··t;.;;':l:i/ ?~··.x .Hoy~ 
told the .umbassy' s labor reporting off .. es riot 

~~~~~!~e~11~11r~i~~~t~~ ;;gr;borP~;m~s1~i . · 'bt113kti 
it was pointed out to 'him at that ~·· ···•··~ ; ····;;;;··~~~~;,{.;l ;JtMi .f.} .. ; 
rightfully come from the Minist~y 
when Varona 1das made Acting I•dnis 

1/ It is interesting to note 
Deportiva vias tal..:en by the 

;_ · . 
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proceeded '.:. •J issue the resolutiou , de s ' ite t.te l <::,1~al ndvice 
to Lli e contrary . Uther Gov ernment legal sourc ~: s i1a v e con
fidentially informed t :1e ;.:;mbassy t! Ir:Jt t qe a ction l s i l legal . 
The:,· state, hov1ever, that a ny jut.licio.t proc eeci.iup; c.ie~l :.:. 11ed 
to ov e r rule t :1e resolution can be cwL..yed in tile Cu ban c ourts 
for at least two years , and the l.i-overrm:e J;t fE:els t., ;' i.' t by that 
time ti1e ·vll tole domestic and internati• .. !u:~.l ;:· icture v1iJ.l i1;1.ve 
ch c~ nged . 

The re now is little (lOUbt tll<.~t cor ell r(Olfl8l'O t ::; dc Dart.ure 
f rom the Lin i str~r of Labor at this tilfle v.ras ch .. e t o th e - act ion 
conte!nr .. lated against Hoy . 1'·. orell is a j uug e a:w it '- 'Ja.S feJ t 
tnat i1is judicial standing rn i t::h t mc:tke it ern ban:assint: fo r hiiT'. 
if the resolution bcum.ing Hoy is protested in the courts . 
Infor mation novl available to t h e .e:mbass/ indicates t i"1a t Lorel l 
may return to his p os ition a:3 l•;inister ol' La bur vti t h in a few 
days . 

For the Charg~ d 1 .t~.ffaires ad interim : 

~fi- -?Y,-ye 
Henry A. Hoyt, 

Second Secretary of ~mbassy. 

Enclosures : ( ·· ··-/ 

l . 
2o 
3 . 

I 
,. I 

I 

Translation of Re solution. 
Gciitorial b y Eamon Vi\Sconcelos 
.C.:di torial from iJiario de l a l".arina 
of ~\ugust 25 o 

,. 



Stolen from the Archive of Dr. Antonio R. de la Cova 
http://www.latinamericanstudies.org/cuba-books.htm
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OFFICIAL GAZE'l 'l'E- Extraordinary Edition No • .31 , 
August 24p 1950. 

~ilNI STRY OF u \BOR 
Resolution 2600 

I 

Whereas: The onfed raci6n de Traba ·adores de Cuba, ( Con~ 
f ederation of Cuban Workers CTC , the labor unions members 
of said Confederation and numerous workers individually who 
contributed financially to the purcha se of the ma chinery and 
shops located at Nos. 108-110 Desague Street in this City and 
to the formation of the capital of the concern that edits 
the newspaper HOY which is in the possession and at the service 
of a small fraction of the national proletariat, have addressed 
this Ministry advising it that said concern and the Direction 
and Management of the said newspaper are repeatedly and systema
tically disregarding the lawful interests of t he said unions 
and workers and request that the necessary measures be adopted 
to guarantee their rights and recover the same. 

Whereas: The capital stock of the concern that publishes 
the newspaper in this city entitled HOY has been constituted 
through direct and voluntary financial contributions of the 
workers and of numerous unions for the purpose of maintaining 
a daily newspaper to represent the legitimate general interests 
of all the workers on an equal basis, without distinction of 
political beliefs or of syndical groups and inspired upon 
democratic ideals, having representation. thereon of all the 
working sectors tha t contribute toward its support. 

Whereas: Law No. 91 of 1935, the Organic Law of the 
Ministry of Labor grants to the Minister of that department 
the superior vigilance and application of the social legisla
tion in force, as well as the fiscaliza~ion and fullfilment 
the r eof, and it is an essential function of this Ministry, 
within the present order of a juridical ·nature in social 
matters to see that the rights of the workers, in union as 
we l l as in personal matters be properly safeguarded. Likewise 
it is entrusted with the guardianship of the internal life 
of the union organizations as well as with the proper super
vision so that union funds and the financial contributions 
of all kinds ~ade by workers be applied for _,their legitimate 
purposes. 

CONFIDE.:NTIAL 
I" 

! " 
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Whereas: -Ha ving t aken notice of t he charges that have 
been made and in view of the investigat i ons ma de by the 
Ministry of Labor corroborated by what ha s been published 
in HOY which ent i tles itself "a news pa per in the s ervi ce 
of the people edited at the shops whi ch th e peopl e ac quired 
for that purpose", it is proper in the exer cise of the super
vi sory action conferred upon the Ministry of Labor by th~ 
laws in force in union matters, to adopt per tinent mea sures 
to prevent that the organ of publicity of the working cl as se s 
of Cuba, cr eat ed and susta i ned thereby , cont i nue bei ng con
t r olled by a small partisan group which t ook it over unlavl
fully at ... the time that the dire ctorshi p of the Cuban central 
union (C'X.C} wa s held by it and which continues us ing t he same 
t o its own advantage and improperly . 

\Vhereas: The newspaper HOY has been car ryi ng on pr opagan
da contrary to the aspirations of democracy and unit y which 
inspire the Cuban \vorkers, leading to promote the i dea of 
treason to the nation, to place some social groups against 
others within the framework of Cuban society and raising a 
spirit of hatred and rancour and a very dangerous task of 
division and confusion which involves serious dangers for 
the political and social stability of the nation. 

Whereas: The newspaper HOY itself, contradicting the 
purposes for which it was founded is carrying on a policy 
of i nformation and editorials which attempts to break up the 
American unity, the good will and understanding among the 
peoples of democratic ideals to the serious risk against 
continental solidarity which is proved by its defense of the 
N0 rth Korean troops, justifying and considering lawful the 
aggression against South Korea and attacking the Government 
and Army of the United States of America which has come to 
its aid in fullfilment of a resolution of the Security Coun
cil of the United Nations which was adopted with the favorable 
vote of the Cuban Delegate on that body and supported fully 
by the Government of the Republic of Cuba as lawful representa
tive of our nation. 

Whereas: It is proper that without further delay, action 
be taken to reorganize the editorial concern of the newspaper 
HOY in order to guarantee in its government and management 
the lawful rights and interests of the workers and of the 
unions that contributed to the formation of its capital and 
to restore it to the purposes for which it was founded as 
representative of the general interests of the workers, 
inspired in the democratic ideals, thus avoiding the political 
and social danger involved in the continued publication of an 
organ that attacks the fundamental principles of the national
ity and of the constitutional institutions and the aggression 
and mockery which for the interests of the Cuban workers is 
foWld in the present parti•an character of the newspaper HOY. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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Therefore: In use of the powers vest ed in me 

I RESOLVE: 

1. To appoint Dr. Antonio Otero Dalmau, a s uelegate of 
the Ministry of Labor, to intervene and take possession of 
the newspaper HOY, its direction, management, editing, shops , 
machinery and all its belongings located at number 108-110 
Desague Street in this city, as well as of the editorial con
cern of said organ of publicity, and the seizure of the books 
of accounting, minute books and such documents a s may be 
necessary for the better carrying out of its purposes. 

2. The Delegate of the Ministry of La bor on the news paper 
HOY and its editorial concern, once he takes over his duties 
will immediately proceed to make an inventory and take proper 
investigatory steps to determine the manner and conditions 
in which the workers and union orga·nizations which contributed 
to form the capital which allowed it to pe founded are represent
ed on the editorial staff of the newspaper HOY. 

, 3. The Delegate of the Ministry of Labor shall propose to 
the Ministry the measures that should be adopted for the re
organization of said concern, by establishing the legitimate 
rights appertaining thereon to the unions and workers and the 
participation which should be given them in the management and 
direct ion in order that it may be placed in a position which 
will allow it to fullfil its proper purposes and to publish 
a newspaper that will be the organ of expression of the work
ing classes of Cuba, without distinction as to political 
creeds or improper groups oftheir general interests, assuring 
the proper expenditure and application of the funds contributed 
by the workers and lawfully constituted unions. 

4. To authorize the Delegate of the undersigned on the 
newspaper HOY to request the most effective cooperation of 
the police in the event he should deem it necessary for the 
better fullfilment of the mission that is entrusted to him 
hereby. 

5. Notify. this Resolution to the appointed Delegate, to · 
the Chief of the Central Division of the National Police and 
to the interested parties for immediate fullfilment, and send 
a copy to the Ministers of the Interior and of Defense and 
have it published in· the Official Gazette of the Republic 
for general publicity. f r 

Done in HaQana, Ministry of Labor, on this 24th day of 
the month of August, 1950. 

Translated:llg/dts 
MANUEL A. DE VARONA 
Minister of Labor 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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EN1REAC105 

PRECEDENTEFUNESTO 
Por Ramon V dsconcelos 

H ASTA que lei la prensa vespertina ignoraba el motivo 
de la intervencion de "Hoy''. Suponia que se trataba 

de alguna irregularidad relacionada con las leyes sociales: 
falta de pago, conflicto laboral, escamoteos recaudatorios 
o cosa por el estilo. Pero d.espues de conocer las declara
ciones de lideres tan autorizados e imparciales como los 
camaradas Mujal y Suri Castillo, no me queda la menor ~· 
duda de que en el fonda de la cuesti6n no hay mas que 
politica sindical de la pear especie apoyada por una accion 
oficial que no justifica ningun peligro inminente contra 
Ia seguridad del Estado, ni contra las buenas relaciones 
internacionales. ni siquiera contra el arden publico. 

Los Estados Unidos. que Bevan el liderazgo del anti
comunismo - en nombre· de una democracia que flO prac
tican en muchos casos- permiten el clesenvolvimiento de 
un partido comumsta. con sus 6rgc:mos correspondientes y 
con actividades iguales a las que clesenvuelven los demas 
partidos. Si alguna vez los comunistas soslayan o violan 
la ley, en el acto se produce Ia denuncia a los tribunates 
de justicia y se inicia el procedimiento normal. La Cons
tituci6n yanqui, como la nuestra, garantiza la libertad de. 
expresi6n, y limitar esa ·libe~tad ·en cualquier forma, cons
tituye un atentado contra los derechos fundamentales. En 
Cuba lo· peor es el precederife. Despues de intervenirse .-es 
un eufemismo de ilimitada elasticidad- un periodico por 
fas o por nefa, no hay empresa periodistica que este exenta 
de sufrir amordazamientos o coacciones del mismo tipo. 
Esto se llama en criollo dar la cafiona por falta de agilidad 
mental o capacidad po~emica. En ese plano y con ese sis
tema no ha y libertad efectiva de prensa. Sobre la cabeza 
de todos los peri6dicos habra siempre un pretexto para 
decapitarlo en un momento dado. 

MujRl y Suri no son mas que politicos de militancia 
definidil y manejan pro d.omo sua los cuadros sindicales 
I'JUe debiel'i'\11 servir unicamente par:~ que dentro de ellos 
se desenvuelvan los problemas del t.rabajq, de acuerdo con 
las !eyes vi~entes. sin exasperaciones subversivas,_ desde 
luego, pero a la vez sin demagogias lucrativas . 

..,.,.. . , 
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No es cierto que el peri6dico "Hoy'' lo adquirieran con 
recaudaciories siridicales exclusivamente: en la colecta pu
blica que abrieron los trabajadores de todos los ramos en 
dins de relaciones bonancibles entre la CTC y el Gobierno, 
no hubo crioLlo o no cdollo a que dejaran de acudir las 
comisiones de activistas con·_ el consabido bono. · Obreros, 
capitalistas, pol"iticos y apoliticos, soltaron los cinco pesos, 
y fue asi como la CTC lleg6 it tener u11a tribuna propia, 
a cuy a acci6n de proselitismo y propaganda se agreg6 la 
ratlioemisora Mil Diez, adquirida de analoga manera. 

_ ;,Para que quieren "Hoy" -Suri Castillo, director del 
semanario pornografico "Gente'', y Mujal, dueiio de los 
talleres en que se editaba antes "Prensa Libre" y que le 
regal6 Grau para que editara un peri6dico anticomunista? 
N ada haran, porque su prop6sito es imitar en lo posible 
a Lazaro Pena en el funcionamiento del torniquete recau
datorio, sin los resultados de disciplina, unidad y eficien
cia sindical -digase en honor a la ve.rdad- que recono
cian hombres tan derechistas como Casanova y otros pa
tronos formados en el contacto intima con los problemas 
del trabajo.· · 

No es sana doctrina defender al marxismo acogotador 
contl'a. una cubania amplia y .cordial; pero tampoco es doc
trina sana convertir en q·uerella sectqria, virulenta, intran

··' sigente basta e) acoso, luchas del trabajo que solo las 
., j f ccnic<~s lr~hm·al~s y la volun_ta_d de las masas de trabaja'j ·cJores nrgantzados dcben dcctdtr . 

.... ; Detrits del r~nticomuni smo exist.e lo que se ve .v lo que 1 
· no se vc. Jo que sc confiesa y lo inconf".!sa ble. Quien ha 

dado en el clava en declaraciones de aver h<~ sido Wallace: 
para veneer a Moscu hay que dar ar" hombre de la calle 
mas que lo que da Moscu. . 

La clausura de "Hoy" --CJ Ue eso es en realidad la in
tervcncion~ sienta un precedente funesto e innecesario, 
C$ tando como csta franco el palengue de todas las contro
vcrsias bajo la egida de un Gobierno engendrado por la 
).:iolcncia en cl claustro materna de la Revoluci6n y por 
Jo tanto obligado a mantener, indeclinablemente, los prin
cipios que deben ser la suprema raz6n de se1· de su exis
tencia, el oriente fijo de sus preocupaciones y responsabi
lidades hist6ricas. 




