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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
TELEPHONE
Memorandum of/Conversation

DATE: August 25, 19562

SUBJECT: Request of Cuban aviation workers for support nf
A.7,of L, 1in opposition to transfer of nztlonal
airport from Fancho Soyeros to Soin Antonio de los Boflos,

PARTICIPANTS: Serafince Reomuoldl, Americen Federation of Lavor.
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Mr. Romualdi said that he was telephoning Mr. Wellman
at ¥r., Mann's suggestion about the open letter sent to
President Batista by the Federacion Aerea Haclonal & coDy
(zttached) of which had been transmitted to Mr. FRomualdi
by Callxto Sénchez Whyte, Secretary General of the Federa-  po§
tion. He asked Mr. Wellman what suggestions the Depart- -
ment might have which might assist the A.F.of L. in making
a reply. Mr, Wellman told Mr. Romualdl that in his opinlon
the Question of the transfer of the Cuban national alirport
from Rancho Boyeros to San Antonio de los Baflos was an
internal Cuban matter in which the United States Goverggent

"should not intervene. Lo
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Mr, Romualdl sala that he was impressed by the argu- (r

ment of the Cuban labor organization that military ana g C

civil alrport facilities should not be combinea for regdons (i
of safety, ana also with the allegation of the airport 53\25
workers that labor woula not have the same opportunity for N
crganization and actlivity at a military airport. 3
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Mr. ¥Wellman informed Mr. Romueldl thet Fan dmerican Vorld
Alrwave snd ite afflliated Cuban cowpsny, Cla Culans de
Avieclon, oppose the trangfer of iLie =ivport itoc 2zn anionin
de loes PReflos and advocate improvemont of facilitlies at

kencho Boyerng with the alrport remeinlne urder thelr mena o—
ment, or 1f deemed necessgsry, veins taken over oy Lrne Govern-
ment, Mr. Wellman observed that in o nunber o!f «ituatliones
viich have arisen in the past iew v ars, Lne nogltlon ol The
alruort workers, which are largefyggf) 51P americsn or its
Cuban effiliate, has been closely ldentifico with the vosl-
tion taken by Pen American rnd ite affiliste. He sfated

that other American airlines flying intec Cuie reonrtedly
sunport the trangfer of the zirport uo San Antonlo de los
Bafios. He said the Department has no informstion about the
allegations of the Cuban girport workers union that persones
in the Cuban Government interestied in exploitingy the new
airport concessions ana transvort concessions from city 1o
alrport are behind the decision to transfer the eirport.

Yr., Romuzldi szild that he "intended to inform Calixto
Séhchez Whyte that he had given a copy of the open ‘etter
to the Department of State znd had diccussed the matter
with the Devartment officers respongcible for the area
wlthout, however, recelving any indication that the Depari-
ment would intervene in what wes considered a nurely Cuben
internal matter. He also commented that since other
Americen airlines dl1d not oppose but support this move,
the State Department would have no basie for intervention
even if it were disposed to intervene. He szid that in
sddition, he intended to send a telegram to Batlsta re-
ferring to the request for support from the Cuban aviation
workers and ostensibly giving them what moral support he
could. He commented that the Cuban aJiation:workers are
one of the most effective Cuben unions from the point of
view of the A.F,of L., and that Latin Americans oenerally
anpreciate a gesture such as a telegram to Batlistia, even
though the A.F. of L, could give no real assistance. He
observed that a communlcatlon from an American.labor or-
canlzation would not Le cnnstrued as intervention vy the
Unlted States Government,
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