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Bids have been accepted by the Cuban Minist ry of 
Public Works for the initial phase of construc ti on of a 
new airport at Santiago de Cuba, to be callGd the 
Emilio Bacardi Airport, and th e contract is expected to be 
awarded within ,a few days. Onc e the contract or i s 
notified that his bid has been accepted, he is t o begin 
work within ten days. 

The new airport is to be located approximate ly three 
and a half miles to the south of the city, near the 
entrance to Santiago Bay. It is to have a single asphalt 
runway 1,500 meters (4,921 feet) long and 45 meters 
(147.6 ,feet) wide. Provisions are being made to permit an 
extension of the runway by 170 meters (557.7 feet) at one 
end and 480 meters (1,57~.8 feet) at the other end at 
some future date. The orientation of the runway is 88 
degrees 30 minutes. It is reported that the new airport 
will be able to handle all types of planes presently 
operating in and out of Cuba. Plans showing the layout 

~· of the new airport will be available shortly and will be 
forwarded to the Department as soon as thex are received. 
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The construction of a new and modern airport at 
Santiago de~ to replace the present one which is small 
and poorly located has long been championed by Sr. Pepin 
BOSCH, ex-Minister of Finance and President of Compafiia Ron 
Bacardi, S. A. Decree No. 1436 of April 7, 1951 allotted 
$4,517,000 to the Ministry of Public Works for special 
projects and it is understood that of this special fund 
'550,000 has been earmarked for the new airport at Sant iago de 
Cuba . 
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Enclosures: ~~:1. Copy of spEtcifications (single copy). 

[./ 2. List of material " • 
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Mr. Wellman (MID) 
Air Attach4S 
Consulate, Santiago de Cuba 
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