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Last week the local press carried a report that the Cubsn b ACTION
Federation of Air Workers had threatened to seize all Cuban A AHA
airports as a protest against the Government's failure to tuk c
. action on a nunber of ilssues in which labor ig interasted, r  INFC
Among the demands and grievances llb U by the sviation workers | IEp
were the following: o Din
: -~ OLI
(a) A rapid solution of the problem cro.ted when the United ——p -
States suspended the permit of Compaiiia Cubana de Aviacion to "L
operate a non-stop scrvice between Habana and MNew York. g
' . C4B
' (b) 4 settlement of the labor dispute with MOydl Hutch ° oMM
Airlines (KLNM). FiH
. ' LsB
(c) The prohibition of se of the Army airport at Camp NSRE
Coluwnbia by commercial ul"llies . L
(d). The nationalization of all airports. Iy

(e) Foyernment intervention in Radio Aeronautica de Cuba,
L] ™ onf . .
S.h. (RACSAY .

{f) The establishment of a retirement fund for aviation
workers, : .

_ (g) The compllﬂnce by all foreign dlrllnbs witil Cuban socia
legislation. o S,

Comment

It is intercsting to note taat when thx
to prod the Government into taking a0u 0]
the ~rorlrers threaten to call a strike

In the case of the SuSp@nul Y
Cubana S New York permit;jthe C1 banxGou
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ACTION.

The actlon office must return thi
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.Columbia to cease in ten months.

4

The dispute between XKLM and the union is aboul a colloc11ve #1
iabor contract and the establishment of a check-off systen,

The two Cuban airlines, Aerovias "G" und Cuba iAeropostal,
which operate from the Army airport at Camp Columbia, do not employ
union labor. The Cuban Federation of Air .orkers wishes the
Government to prohibit thesge companlcs from using Camp Columbia and
to force them to use Rancho Boyeros where union labor is emploved.
On the day the aviation workors declared thevy were ;oing to selze
the airports (January 28, 1952), a Pre sidential DNecree appeared in
the O0fficial Gazette orderlng dlL commercial opcrations at Camp

The three largest qlrporbo in Cuba (Fancho Boyeros, Cumazuey
and Santiapo) are owned by Pan American Alrways Compariia Cubana
de Aviacion operates these fields for PAa and in addition, owns
and operates a number of small airports throughout Cuba. The

Municipality 1s cons tructlng a new, modern international airport
dt Santiago. The labor union would like to have all these airports
nationalized.

The two airlines, ierovias "G" and Cuba Aeropostal, thet
operate from Camp Columbia employ non-union operators for their
own radio netwWwork. Thebe two companies do not use the facilities
of Padio ieronautica de Cuba (RACSA), which employs union operstors
to provide radio service for all the other airlines that operste
in Cuba, Last August RACSA employees were successful in persuadln
the Government to close the teletype circult which National ‘irlines
operates from Rancho Boyveros to its city offices in llabana and
siiami. After remaining closed for almost four months, the Govern-
ment finally authorized National Airlines to reopen the circuit
which LACSA employeos had hoped they would be pe rmitted to opcr'te-~

1

Despite these threats by the Cuban Federation of iir uorKers,

Lha Tmbassy is of the opinion that the situation will-remain quiet
for the time being, or at least until afflnal'dec151on 15“‘-ucned'
on the question of direct fllghts between:Ha - N ]
However, in the event that the CAB doss mnot

in the ew York permit "which Cubana off
restrictive and which would rep pre
start Jng tae 10n-scop service b twéen

the New York fllbhts and £t
likely that they will declare a
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