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Cuban Bugegestion that United States Issue a
commenorative Postage Stamp Honorlng
hMurse Clara Maass

Sefior Dr. Ricardo Sarabagsa - IFirst Secretary,
Cuban Zubassy
wr. Gedric C. Philipp - LID

ARA ~ 1. Fann
Ameunbagsy, Hebans
(inTormally}

i . Jos—

et e e - e = = 1—1493

I voloe ¥r. SBarabaca that I was inforued that

President Frio of Cuba has authorizea Gue ilssuance

of

1\,‘7 L)

P&

o commemorative noagtage stamop nonoring iuree Clara

s

ass anc that Dr. Brnesto Dliigo, Cuban MHianister of
Btote, was cousldering making a suggestion to the T

Department nof Stete that it endorsge tile lssuance of
guchh & gtary in the United States.

lg

Mr. Ssrabass coufilrmed tuat Fresident Prio hag

suea a decree authorizing tiie igsuance of a sgtamp

noporing Lursge Herss and stateo that Amboagaador Machado
had recelved word rrom Dr. Dihigo on the subject some
wontias apo. He gald that Aswbassador Hachado digcussed

the

.;_Ll

satte 2T Lnen wWith Dr. Meyer ane deciuse o 1ile 1%
M1c whbagssy archivos

I remaried tuat 1t mizht be desirable 1T the

matier were o remain there witiy ne further action
belng taken because 1t armeared unlilkely that a request

for

Departmental encorscument of a project to honor

Hurse Mnasg by o Unlted States commemorative postage

stomp would receive an aiflirmative reply. I pointed out

tiro rensone for tiils: rirgt, that the matter had been
q wnformally digcussed with the Post Oftice Deparviment and

1t was ascertalncue that the Fost Oi'l'ice coulkd 1
take to lssue n speclal staup nonoring ilurse’i
technlical reasons; and, second, that 1t did Ho
likely that che Army and the Office of the Sfirg

&t under—

General would couslder unurge Macss ag tiie person wmogt
wortlhy ofl-sgpeclal commgnoraiion.

- Hr. Sorabasa
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Mr. Sarabasa said that he was glad to hear thése
views and that.he would communicate tnem to. Ambassador
Machado upon the latter's return from Hew York tomorrow.
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Lutheran Memorwl Hospital Association
12th AVENUE AND NEWTON STREET )
NEWARK 3, NEW JERSEY

AT
AN

vresident: Office of the President:
Rev. ArTHUR Hernert, AM, ' Rev. ArTHUR HEgsert, A.M.
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, East Orange 65 Wateson Avenue =

United Lutheran Church
Vice-Presidents:

Rev. Oscar E. Braune

St. John's Lutheran Church, Newark

East Orange, N. J. ___

United Lutheran Church .

i Rev, F. W. WEIDMANN e AR 1 @ Mo

4] St._ John:s Lutheran Church, Bloomfbeld s I-LXC(,:L_L‘:,H.C:)[ hdl"]"_f:" S l“ uman .

‘| Missouri Synod ) Pr:sident of the United Stataes of America

Fecretary: Wasiiinston, D.O, S
Rev. Joun R. Wener e s

Matthew’s Lutheran Church, Newark | . ce

Missouri Synod eri AL e Dear e, Truman: - K

Treasurer: Rt nf \
Mz, Kt J. OrsoN . “nclosed is the first photograph released ‘
}\;‘:g:l‘::;‘:]'; o Conference by the Department of Posts of the Republic of Cuba of the x
Frnance Secretary: stamy to te issued on August 24 of this year, honoring. . :
"Rev. BoRUSLAY D. TUHY Nurse Clara louise Maass, U.S.A. wie died 50 jears ago in ”
Zion Lutheran Church, Newark Havana, Cuba, during the =xperiments to determine the. caunse

Slovak Synod, Synodical Conference of yellow i"ever' conducted by our AI‘H‘W-

®
& Ruv. AxiL V. Beckman . P .
First Lutheran Church, East Orange X Dr. PI‘lO, :'Presment.of Cl_lna"has I‘GQI'JGStE!d_ .
Augustata Lutheran Church our State Pepartment to join hands with his country in
Rav. Guirav J. CHERNANSKY issiing this stamp -~ the first time, acz far as I know, that
: ity Lumshy Clurch, N k - £ ’ ’ —
¢ ; veran Ohurch, Newark s e . .
“gova -Synod, U.L.C.A. the head of a foreign country has asked us to honor one of :

joun D, Frscimkck our cwn citizens in so magnanimous and noble a way.
H '

seyer, Prudential Insurance Co., Newark
sated Lutheran Church

)

Mr, Fresident, I beg of you te join.with .

tev. C. DonaLD FIRFT _ Prosident Prio in a similar homage to the heroic nurse,,

5t. Mark's Lutheran Church, Oaklyn 2 TN e (N

Pennsylvania Ministerium, UJ.C.A. and to ask Mr, Donaldson to reconsider his plan of limiting ~

Rev. Joun A. Kavasch the 1951 program of commemorative stamps to four. o

Calvary Lutheran Church, Verona "

issouri Synod , . .

Missour! S The nurses of America, under the leadership

M. WaLTeR W. KEMPHERT . . N

Worthington Pump & Macl’y Corp., Harricon  Of the American Nurses Association, as well as the Department _
" Miysouri Synod of the Army, celabrating the 50th Anniversary of the o)
* Mr. Jonw W KRess establishment of the Army Nurses Corps, are on rucord as

Howard Savings Imatitution, Newark o a A i 1

United Lutheran Church favoring this stamp. <

Rev. Ovz R, NIBLSEN . . Ol

St. Sltp}lm’ﬁ Luthg‘:inn (lfhurch, Perth Ainboy Your approval of the stamp is being eagerly —

H theran Church o, . . N

Danish Lu : CRoTTER looked florward to throughout the Latin American countries

th:;"ﬂ:?:]murﬂncc Co., Newark where the movement to honor the "Heroine of the Tropics"

Minsauri Synod limws met with a tremendously popular reception. (P
Cwareact J. WiCK ' 7
\T":llllncc J. Wilck Corp,, Perth Ambaoy A B i . { i
Evangelical Luthevan Chur N AERED BAIEI R R AR Yours with kindest ;re-tings and best ‘ N—
{Formerly Norwegian Synody ~ 77 - wishes for God's continued blessing upon you 7 ~

il 0w 12 g Sincerely A
' -,
oot 7 May 1951 ““'X
c,}:_ . " A
o LAY \\ -
[ TIEA U o
"
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His Excellency, Dr, Carlos Prio Socarras,
President of the Republic of Cuba,
signing the Bill "Arturito", on the
balcony of the Presidential Palace in
Havana, authorizing the issuance of a
commemorative postage stamp honoring
U.S. Army Nurse Clara Louise Maass on
the 5oth Anniversary of her death for\

Science and Humanity and the conquest

of Yellow Fever, August 24, 1951



President:

Ruv. ArTHUR HrraerT, A.M.
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, E nt Orange
United Lutheran Church

Flce-Presidents;

Ruv, Oscar E. BraUNE
St. John’s Lutheran Church, Newark
United Lutheran Church

Rev, F. W. WebMmany
St John's Lutheran Clhinreh, Bloomfivid
Missouri Synod

Secretary:

Ruv. Jour R, Wraer
St Matthew's Luthernn Chureh, Newark
Missouri Synod

Treasurer:
M, Kari J. Otson
Treasurer, N, ¥, Conferenee
Augustana Lutheran Church
Frnance Secretary:
Rev. Bonrustav 13 T'uny
Zion Lutheran Church, Newark
Slovak Synod, Synodical Conference

]
\
Ruv, Axer, V. BECKMAN . \ !
First Lutheran Church, East Orange o

Augescana Luthegan Church -
Ruv. GusTav J. CHERNANSKY

Holy ‘Frinity Lutheran Church, Newark
Zion Slovak Synod, U.L.C.A.

M. Joun D). [Fiscuneck

Lawyer, Prudential Insurance Co., Newark
United Lutheran Church

Rev. C. Donaws Herr
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Qaklyn
Pennsylvania Ministerium, UL .C.A.

Rev. loum A. Kavascu
Calvary Lutheran Church, Verona
Missouri Synod

Mr. WarTer W, Kemruert

Worthingtoen Pumnp & Mach’y Corp., Harrison
Missouri Synod

Mk. Joun W, Kress
Howard Savings Ianstitution, Newark
United Lutheran Church

Rev. Ove R. NIFLsEN

St. Stephen's Lutheran Church, Perth Amboy

Danish Lutheran Church

‘MR, HARRY A. TroTrER

Firemen’s Insurance Co., Newark

Missouri Synod .

Mr, WaLrace J. Wh.ck

Wallace J. Wilck Corp., Perth Amboy

Evangelical Lutheran Church
(Formerly Norwegian Synod)
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- Lutheran Memorial Hospital Association
12th AVENUE AND NEWTON STREET -

NEWARK 3, NEW JERSEY

Office of the President:
Rev. ARTHUR HereerT, A M,
65 Watson Avenue

East Orungc,,N.—}r‘“a
Coy n 1o

R
R i
lion., Edward G. Cale b o
Demuty Director a - 9
Offfce of Middle American Affairs v .

- T

Dorartment of State, Washington, D.C,

Dear "pr, Cale:- . .

Thak you for your Jetter of Arril 6
in which you stated that the matifgr of a commemorative
stamp for Nurse Clara Louise MaaSs, heroine of the
yellow fever exreriments conducted by our Army in
Cuba in 1901, had been referred back to the Post Office
Uepartment .

LGB pEg7

5 1 understand that the selection of the
subjects for postal rccognition is the function of the
F.0. Department.. In the matter of the stamp honoring
Nurse Maass, however, another factor has entered the
picture which makes this situation unprecedented and
des .rving of special attention on the nart of the
State lepartment and of the President., This factor
is the marnanimour action of Dr, Carlos Pric Socarras,
President of Cuba, who in a Presidential Decree,
authorized the stamp honoring an American citisen for
his country and, furthermore, in the most friendly P

spirit of a bood neighbot, asked our country to -
co~operate with his country in this homage to the
Pan-Amer:can NUPbL Clara Maass.

.

The passing of this matter to the Post
Off'ice Department, without any furhher recornition of
the friendliness of the Cuban Pr:sident and State
bDepartment by our President and State Department, will
he a disavpointment to our friends in Cuba, to say the
least.

) I wrote acain to President Truman this
week, nleadinpg with him to tale up this matlier once more
with Mr. Donaldson, our l'ostmaster General, and, since
br. Pric himself has interested himself in our nurse, to
Join him in a similar homage to her heroic service to
scilence and humanity by authoriming the stamp for the/n

U.S. \ L]
Many thanks Eor your kindness;r\ Q }Y

Sinq&iiii:ffﬂ J ( 4

12 May 1951
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NOLLASED by LUTHERAN MEMORIAL HOSFPITAL ASSICLATI

LITOR: I you ﬂse this story please send 2 copies

'fiieil
HURSE CLAHA  MAASS  STaMP  FOI Cloba

The first photograp@ of the commemorative stamp honoring U.5. Army nurse,
Clara Loulse lMaass, Lo bz 1ssued by the Republic of Cuba on sugust 24, 1951, has just
been recelved by the Rev. Prof. Arthur Herbert, President of the Lutherfan Memorial
Hospital of Newark, N.J. President Carles Prig Socarras of Cuba on November 10,
1950, authorized the emission of 3,000,000 copie; in red, value 2 centaves, in his
Prosidential Decree #1706, The size of the stamp will approsimate that of U.S.
comnenoratives,

Hurse Maass, a praduate of Lutheran Memorial Hespital, Class of 1895, died in

Las animas Hospital, Havana, on auprust 24, 1901, at the age of 25 years, ;g'a result
of her voluntary submission to the bite of ihwe Stegomyin mosquito, suspected by the
eroal Cuban Doctor Carlos Finlay of carrying ﬂhL virus of Yellow Fever. The only
dmerican to perish in the course of the experinemts conducted by the U.5. army, she,
by her sacrifice, gave (inal proofl to the trulh of Dr, Finlay's thesis, providing the
pedical knowledre which later enabled Dr. Wiliiam €. Gorpas, under whose directiun
she had parlbicipated in the tests, to clear the tropies of the disease and bring the
butlding of Lhe Tanamn Canal Lo ils sueccssful conclusion.

A similar stamp has been requested of the U.S. Post Office Depariment by the
aurses ol bhe United States, headed by the American Nurses Associntion, honoring
Nursc Manss as a symbol of "Fhe american Nurse in Fuace and War" ., Congressman Hugh
J. fddonizie (D) 1lth bistrict of Mew Jersey on Februawry L0, 1949, introduced Bill
H.R. 2609 in the House of Representatives to the same ond,

At the present Lime Hon, Hrnesto Dildpe, Gecrotary of Otale of the Republie
of Cuba is forwarding a requust from his povernment, through Cuban Ambassador
Cxbraordinary and Plenipotentiory luls Michado, to U.s, Jecretary of Siale Dean
Acheson and the Jbate Department, supgesbing that the U.5. Government issue the stamp
Logether with Cuba as a gesture of Pwutual osteer and friendship.  Dr. Dihipge states
in his letter Lo Ambassador Mochado: "The great debt owed hy humanity te this young
and hereic nurse, her extraorvdinary abnegation and her unselfisl spirit of sacrifice
amply justify the proposed homape;  for this reason we hive deemed it proper /.0 make
an appeal Lo the goveiﬂ;m;t of rnhat country (U.5.A.) in an attempt to win 1ts
sympathy in agreement. with this suhlime purpose'.

v, Prof. Her% ri, of the Hovark Hospital, in a letter to |
Governor Alfred Drlsuail of ew Jdarsey, ns well as the two Statg:

Hendrickson and Ho Al gander Cwith, in letters to and in personal

1

[t c‘,—-i ' :
Seer=tnry of State AC;xesonl_have.requested that these appeals be -

Liavorable attention.




