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I 
I VOLUNTARY REPORT ON THE STAFF OF THE UNlVERSITY OF ORIENTE, 

SA:')TIAGO DE- CUBA, CUBA, by VICE CONSUL ARTHUR W. FELDIJIAN. 

July 26, 1954. 
'./ 

Professor Felix J.iíONTIEL Gimenez, teachine; International Law at 
the Uní versi ty of Oriente, requested 8.n interview 't,i th tpe wri ter on 
July 2, 1954. He appe8.red that S.fternoon ¡-¡ith his wife, an instructor 
o:!' French at the same university ¡-¡ho had acted as intermediary since 
the principals ",ere not acqualnved, to give sorne information about the 
Universlty and its staff. 

He elaimed to be a defector from the Communist Party sines 1948, 
at whieh time he ruade an open disavm.¡al of its poliuies. His back­
g round 'di 11 be gi ven a t the end of thi s report. 

He st.ated tha.t the Communlst Party had and has pls.ns to convert 
the Universlty of Oriente into a focal point for the cultural 
penetration of the countrie tlie Carribean and Central America and 
lnto 8. venter of diffus U.S.A. and pro U.S.S.R. propaganda. 
This is to be accompl1 s univers1tY/i w1th Party 
members and fello~¡ ' travele that he learned. this after his 
arrival ln Cuba. He claimed U.S.S.R. planned toinvade Latin 
AmericR not with armies but with 'Spaniards ili their employ who would 
infiltrate and penetrate the key positions in each country. He 
that in Communist circles the Province of Orlent s kno~1 as 
"Retae;uardia de Caimanera". 

As proof of bis hypothesis he claimed 
staff members vIere and stil1 are 

Jase X. POR"UONDO VaHor, 
the intellectual Communists 
has been here, a.Her ha vi~'!3; le 
uni v erfü tie s, he h8.S becom~./ a. c'·.( - ;;"" 
lEe of the eHy. { It 118.S "15éen nrlREifi,ie(lci!" '¡';i'liR': 
openin<':8 of exh ibit e of tñe' lo 
a member óf the local Rotáry ~'nh' 
in tlle Rotary periodical whieh > 
policy ,Iith Cuba;tbat be -- ·c ,-_ ' · >"" . ~ 
Arte p:rouo '::hose He.bana c 
VALDEZ Rodri¡;mez: icjf El ~~gi. 
his a dmin>1.stration was ."" .• , '':--' 
s poke in d.il?:t:ense of, the 
a t the inauguration of 
!l1ember of the jury. with 
the l-li nner of a. li terary. '¡' ~ r~\í~i6;~~i I Li tera.rio Heredia. ; that.r 
discuBsion reeently hel 
sub- d i r ector of the Uni 
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tea, che s l iteratu re durln~ the 

d e Cuba, Cuba I 
,·;') ntiel ins i sts tha.t t h is ra.D1ci ·)enet ra.tion lnto the various 

ph~ses of tlle city ' s cultural activities by Portuondo is a re ~ult 
of or6 ers fro m the Party, so that he will then be in a [ ood 90S1-
ti on to subvert th.ese orge.ni7.a.tionR at the opportune rnoment. A 
factor v/h ich Portu()ndo he.s in his favor i8 t !oa.t rnany unthinking 
pe 1'2.on8 beli e ve the.t Portuondo 18 1'Ih8.t he clairns to ·be, a lover and 
advoca.te of 6.e:nocracy, esp ecially since he ha.s sgent several years 
tea.chinO' in t h e U . S. at our better insti tutions a.nd must therefore, 
t h ey sur!!1ise, b ear tl',B ste.!!1p of e.':rproval of the U . S. They do not 
cn",,; rler why he can not return t.J :he U. s. t"l continue his teach-
iYlF". T''"!.o I :T!·!i'~ · ·~·eti()n 2 1'.(1 ~ '~0 .t ur81izHti0n f'·er~vice, it i 5 believed, 
haél r e fm'sd to ' ~rpnt tio;¡ e. Reentry P¡:!rmi t wh e n 1"0 16ft the U. S. to 
re.t urn to Cul:a for e. vi si t¡, 1 thoue:h Portuondo cla.i!!1s he i p not nOI'! 

r .or ever ¡'as been á 'CommuniEt. ¡~ontiel affirms the.t he \'/as so frorn 
19 ~ O-1947 and thBt et present he still iB. 

, 
¡,¡ontiel indi 

ptaff memberf e 

Dr. Raf8el 
an ex-C~n!muniet, 
il irectcY"of the Summe r Be , ; 
r:~é', d.e d8.i ly troe.dcP.sts ovar 
2.t every 09)ortu-~li ty . . ""' ."~ ... 
I nte lli vence l1st of C 

Dr. .Jua.n CRABAS 
Profes cor of History 
Spaniard, i8 a militan 
~i litary Intelligence 

Dr. ,Jose Antonio 
Cu1J8.n, i8 2_ Comnl~ntst 
He iE a lfO a member of 
8e'·8 i0n. 

Dr. Jose L l Gl<L.DI'" c",U 

IO f Y a.nd Criminal' Poli 
Li~ted as a. Cornllluhist 

Dr. Julio í:10PEZ 
Colloide.l Chem~~~ry, 
c leirns U'at l'~rs,;/Lo 
functionary oftJhe 
nl?rson Vi,ü le her hu 

follo\vine: uni varsi ty ste.ff members 
fello", travelers: 
~ - ~. 

I 
Dr. Robel"tó 

._~~neral Phy si e 0 ' . "'0 
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¡....... SB.Dt1a.e:o de Cube., Cuba __ .. 
)liechanicel Enfineeri nf ,Fhysic:o-Chemi.cal Scl ences él.nd Natural I 
f'ciene'lp· Sehoo ls, : ube.n ei tiz8D, e.nd an active Communist. He is 
e 1 so .-:{ rrembe r of tne c overning body of the Un1 v e rsl ty Summer Sess i on'. 
Ll~ted i n Consu la t e ! iles as considere d to be a Communist. 

Dr . E~ i liano RAi-tqS Rod ri z,ue z, Di rector of Cbemi cal Ene: lneerlng () 
Ser .ool a',~c1 Cr. emiee.l I n ve s tizeti ons Labore.tory, Professor of Organic 
C!''?noistry, OrEenie Synthesis 8.nd Industrial Analysis, is a Cuban, 
and may 'ce e. felloVl tre.veler. Bis wife is s. Communist dating back 
to her student daya at the Universi ty of Habana . She is perhaps not 
B.cttve nov,r. 

Dr. ¡-ís.Z Enrique FI GUEROA Araujo, Director of Social Activities 
and Publicity,' Pr9fesso r of Histoy'y of Educ a tic n 8.nd Science of 
".;c1ucation, a CUban, snd an 8.ctive Communist. 

Dr. Feust ino QUinidio ARIvIAI GNAC Dupin, Assietant in French, is 
s. Ci'be.n, violently anti-U.S.A., very e:o od frien¡i of Dr. Juan Chabas 
Marti, O' nd ms.y be/;s. tra. veler. 

. >::~.-,-,,--_:,~:.,._- " 

Dra. Hllds.OP.OSA and 
Il i Ep8.no Ameri c8.riLit 

Dr. Be.udilio CA 
Cubs.n , ac t i ve Communi s 1:. • 

Dr. 
a Cuban, ",nd 8. 

filer . 

AH of the 
s1-'ou l d be added' 
fU er: 

Pro fe ~~~rR~~S'~~~ii S~hl~j~~;~ái1f;~ 
Dr. Juan 

'Di rector of 
Educption, a 
in Cube.n 11;il 

Dr. 
Educatlon, 
!00ur ee 8.S Y'pn.,.,PQ 

.1_ grou:~. 
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i Com~erciel Sciences, ProfesBor 

Un!, ~. Cuba.n, i8 li s ted in the 
Fra~ co. 

of Poli tica.l Economics a nd cornmercial 
Consulate files as somewhat pro-

Dr . .l\.lfo<'.80 TALLET Grenier, Professor of Applied Statistics 
to :E:duce.ti0n 8.Ed Psych olo'3Y, Educational Measurements · and 
Evaluati0ns, E0uce.tiona.l and Vocational Orient8.tion, ~ a Cuban, listed 
as fel101'1 traveler in Consulate files,' 

Dr. Francisco PRAT Puig, Professor of Philology, History of 
Culture a.nd Appreciation of Ple.atic Arts, a. Spenia.rd, may be 
a fel101¡! trp,veler. He i8 also Secreta.ry of the Uni versi ty Summer 
Session. .' r-

'Alth ouEh the above cornprise a.rninority of the staff they have 
manat:5ed to occupy key posi tions. The rest of the'. staff have roade no 
effort, to ciate to negate the indoctrination of the students by their 
radical co-wo~kers. student zation is aIro anti-U.S. and 
has l'?tely SDOvln Guatamalin ¡;]:fair . 

Fr'oro t he a.co 
of cornmunist psnet 

University Council -5 
Facul ty of Ph'.lo ~. ophy 
Law School - 6 00Utof 
Sctool of Gommercial 
Faculty of SclEmces 
Dept. of Extension Couf 
Dept. of Social Acti 
Libra.ry - O out of 
Dept . of Audio-Vi 
¡'lusi c Dept. - .<0 out 
University Theater 

The SurnmerSéss i 
of 22. There arieTon 
Ha.b8.na, (me Proy1.;nci 
Profss Gor from Pinar 
O r e: a n i ~. a t 1. o n o f (Pu b 1 i ~ i!,Vlf'¡'Té ¿p¡~.~ 
about them 
pospible dero .. 

It i8 i 
Rector of the 
8, cóurge in - ..... ,," , 
1955 schola.st 
ti"ns prohibit 

I 
outside of h18 >01"1 

__ existin(". e.t t 

,. , 
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Itake:a u p láth t h e Emba.s s y s i nce this a ffice be l ieved it would be an I 
exceptió r.al o poortunity to counteract somewhat the adverse attitude 
of t he :ne mbers of the staff . Th e Rector was also advised that if 
p ermis s ion s~ould be ~ranted t hat the salary attached to the position 
s~ou ld te u Red to creit e a fun d to assist im ooveri shed students . Rector 
Salci~ee o~ ~uly 2~, 1954 , i n f ormed the writer t hat Dis; Juan Chabas 
>:art i and Jose L. G8.1be Loshuertos v/Quld not he.ve their contracts 
rene wed b ecaus e they had fone too far in preaching their ideology at 
the Unive r2·ity. '.Ihen questioned as to vrr,ather t h i s v/as a result of a 
recer. t r"o ver~orcent ciecree which Pf'rmi t.s the di.sche.r Q·e of communiet s 
from teachi n~ posi tions, he s tai ed t hat in view of- the fact that the 
Unive rsity of Ori ent'e is an autonomous institution that 1aw "/ould have 
no effect o n the teach i nr staff. - , 

I!!f ') ~-·ml?ti 0 n ft1rnisl:;ed b y lI:ont i el concernine: h J. ~self ie as 
f')'.l o \<:s : 

Fr", ~ ci f' co Feli x :~OETIEL Gi menez vi8.s born on Nov . 5 , 1908 in 
A¡;(ui l as, Provinc e of Nurcia, ,:Spain. He married i4ade1eine le Vexier 
iñ l'éarch 1950 in Pari s, Fran?~t:l~ ~ .. ~ .... vlas a professor of Admi ni strati 'Te 
La.vl a t the Uni versi ty of I~ur·cla. from 1932-1937. He W8.S a member of 
t he Soc i "list Perty froro 1931-1936 , e. t ",hieh time he joined the 
Co:~¡nl1 '- l ~t Pprty. He D8.rtic1.pl?ted in the Spanish Civil War as a 
ReOll.lblice.n untt l the ano of tl'e ,~ar' 1-/ren he left Soain. He was a 
;r,e ;:"Ler of t ile Spanish Com;nunist Centra.l Committee' from 1937-1948 8.3 

a rep rese~tat i ve of Murcia . He wa B slected a representative to the 
C ~ rt e B as R Socia1iRt in Feb . 1936 , but joined the Communist Party 
a t t h e e no of 1036 after Mar broke out in Spain. He ",as a wi~~eBs 
t o t ~ B ~rBpBrQ~l~~ of t~e 0f'~-~ n-Fov' pt Pact in wbt nh he c J.Ri mp SDRin 
" ! "":,' ; :;: .:>ld out to Ger'-n~. 0y . He J e ft Sn-? 1'" -í..-; ;, 1 ~ ''' ~ h l? :;~ ~~!6 

:~ r;::: "-: ('!;:'"!; .... ~. :¡ ::,,>: c·l!3.n.d , T:!here l1e r ·'2 ''lPlned in Lon'-:i oil fro!TI Auf'~ 

.T,.1."o·" , ] . ~ l! () . 'l e t1-~· r C .~ · ·3 to Cuh 'l. wh er>e he H!3.S sent by and 
t h D C ~m ' 1unist PRrty ~rom lO~0 -1946 . He ret · Pa ris 

"i e p (1.}~ e ren ce to the Communi st P8.r ty in 19.4.~;¿8:~IW&~~ •• ~~~;~;~.~~i~¡¡ hi s defectlon to the Uni versi ty of P ra,';ue :: ~ " <' .+ ,"'" 
canferences . His reason s for lea ving the 

J. . ,Ee f"'uno trat th e ' Czech 
en~ lneered R~ d run by the VSSR. 
oc cur in Soa!n ar.d he was not in 

2 . He previ ousl y had di ~, a f'reeme 
evi.cie n t I y 'bel1e'Ted in t]-,e theory b1it 
co;n'lluni s m a.s carried ,",ut by the Cnm'r. l1ln 

f""f. <~ 
~0 ¡1tiel w0rlced as a urofessor -¡ 

Frr '1cB frO f:1 1943-1952 " ,1~ei1 he ret Y' .. "" , ... . 

Raul ROA Vlllo nls o '''8.8 A. ¡
po. ~t t t "' n rt the Unlvers of Ori 

, o 



Pag.<-e ____ 01 
Delp. No. __ _ 

. From>--______ _ 

Page 6 
Ene!. N0'.--:ll;--_ ] 

01 
[ \lQN'FI DE1'T TI AL 

(Claú ificaflOll) Desp. No. 2 
From AMCONSlILA.TE 

1 - 3antiago rle Cuba, Cuba I 
I .Since hié; return, he has been subjected to inconveniences by I 

the local c0mmunists such as being labeled a U.S. and Franco spy, 
an0. havinp: nís "1anuscripts which he submitted for publication mislaid 
bv cnmmunists on the staffof the Diario de Cuba. He claims that a 
series of anti-com'llUnist articles which hesubmitted to that newspaper 
were 'dslairl anrl "ven lost by :::rli tor Zenin CARNET Diaz, an old 
com"'unist anrl l:>y 1~he Chief ];rlitor Ernesto HERl'l'ANDEZ Soler, also an 
olrl com'11unist. Both are listen in the Cuban ~r¡ili tary Intelligence 
L~.st. of Comnmnists. Because ofthe hardships Montiel has encountered 
}_n Santiap.:o 0e Cuba, he decide') to leave his post at the University 
ami to seel< employrnent in Habana. 

!\"JFeldman/ awf 




