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discussion recently held
suh-director of the Uniy

VOLUNTARY REPORT ON THE STAFF OF THE UNIVERSITY OF ORIENTE, 1
SANTIAGO DE-CUBA, CUBA, by VICE CONSUL ARTHUR W. FELDMAN.

July 26, 1954.

Professor Fellx MONTIEL Glmenez, teaching International Law at
the University of Oriente, requested an interview with the writer on
July 2, 1954. He appeared that afternoon with his wife, an instructor
of French at the same universlity who had acted as lntermedlary since
the orincipals were not acguainted, to glve some informatlion about the
University and its staff.

He claimed to be a defector from the Communist Party since 1948,
at whlch time he made an open disavowal of its pollievles. Hls back-
ground will be glven at the end of thls report.

He stated that the Communist Party had and has plans to convert
the Unlversity of Oriente into a focal point for the cultural
penetration of the countries of the Carrlbean and Central America and
into a wenter of diffusion of Anti-U.S.A. and pro U.S.S.R. propeganda.
This is to be accomplished by staffing this university with Party
nembers and fellow travelers. He stated that he learned thils after his
arrival in Cuba. He claimed that the U.S.S.R. planned to invade Letin
America not with armles but with Spaniards in thelr employ who would
infiltrate and penetrate the key positions in each country. He stid
that in Communist circles the Provlince of Oriente is known as ;
"Retaguardia de Caimanera"

“Ag proof of his hypothesis he claimed that the follow
staff members were and still are: Communists or fellow travele_

Jose &. PORTUONDO Valdor, a Cuben,_
the intellectual Communists in: Santiago
has teen here, after having 1eft the:U.8
univercsities, he ha° become active in the cu
life of the city. It hes been observe
openings of eXQibitq of the 1ocal“art*
a member of the local Rotary club;
in the Rotary periodical whilch usec
volicy with Cuba; that he wes elect
Arte group vwhose Habana clubi it
VALDEZ Rodriau@x'of El Muﬁdb{

Q

at the 1nauauration of th
merber of the jury with &
ths winner of a literary:
Literario Heredla; that h
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[ he tsaches literature during the year.

sontiel insicstes that thise rania srenetration into the various
phzsee of the city's cultural activities by Portuondo is a result
of orders from the Party, so that he wlll then be in a good vosi-
tion to subvert these orgenizations at the opovortune moment. A
factor which Portuondo has in his favor is that many unthinking
peresons kzlleve that Portuondo 1s what he claims to be, a lover and
advocate of democracy, esoeclally since he has svent several years
eachineg in the U. S. at our better institutions and must therefore,
they surmice, hear the stamp of annroval of the U.S. They do not
concider why he can not return to the U. S. tn certinue his teach-
ing. The Imal retinn 2nd Vaturaelizatlon fervice, 1t is kelieved,
had refused to ~rent him o Reentry Permit when he left the U.S. to
return to Cuke for e visit_elunough Portuondo claims he 1s not now
rnor ever hes been & Commrunlet. Uontiel affirms that he was =o from
1C40-1947 and thast et vresent he still 1is.
1
¥ontiel inﬁTCBtod t1ﬂt the followinm un1Vﬂra1ty staeff members
ﬁtaff memters gre i

Ir. Rafeel G,ILLO_Lon
an ex-Communiet, but stil
Director of the Sumn
made delily troadcasts over
2t every oosortunity.
Intelligence ll°t or

Uic.

Dr. Juan CHAHAS lia rti
Profescor »f History andrSnan ‘g,
Spaniard, is a militant Commun
¥ilitary Intelllgeﬂce 1ist of

Dr. Jose An tonio
Cutan, 1le 2 Communist
He iz &glso a meTber of the.
Serginn.

Dr. Joss L“ GALE

Licted as a Com_n__unist‘.: .L

cleims that Mre
functionary of
nerson whlle he
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[~ Techanicel Enrlnmerinp,Phyqivo Chemical Sciences and Natural.
Eclences Echools, Juban citizen, and an actlive Communist. He 1s

plso & member of the roverning body of the University Summer Session.
Lieted in Consulate flles as considered to be a Communist.

Dr. Emiliano RAMOS Rodrizuez, Director of Chemical Engineering )
Scrool end Chemicel Invectiﬂ‘etionc Laboratory, Professor of Organlc
Chemistry, Organlc Synthesls and Industrial Analysis, ls a Cuban,
ard may te g fellow traveler. His wife is & Communist dating back
to her student days at the University of Hebana. She is perhsps not
active nowv.

Dr. Maz Enrigue FIGUEROA Araujo, Director of Soclal Activities
end Publlcity,  Professor of History of Education end Science of
Tducation, a Cuban, snd an- active Communist.

| Dr. Feustino Quinicdio ARFAIGNAO Dupin, Assigtant in French, 1s
i 2. Cubean, violently enti-U.S.A., very good friend of Dr. Juan Chabas
Martl, #nd mey bte a2 fellow traveler. , . 5

Dra. Hilda. sistant Professor of ‘Cuben end

fiepeno Americaﬁ Liter"tu

Cuban, actlve Comnunlst

a Fubnn, _nd e mllifant Commﬂrist.

filecs.

Zle tric Mechlncry, ) Cuban'

Dr. Ronald.
Profes=or of English

Dr. !
Ec¢ucation, Profesoor.
source as representin
ZrouD. : .

- Dr. Cerlos PENA
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Dr. Alfoneo TALLET Grenler, Profescsor of Applied Statistics :
to Education and Psychologsy, HEducational Measurements. and :
Zvaluations, Educetional and Vocatlonal Orientation,. -a Cuban, listed ;
ge fellow traveler in Consulate files.’ ;

Dr. Francisco PEAT Pulg, Professor of Philology, History of
Culture and Appreciation of Plastic Arts, a Sveniard, may be
a fellow trsveler. . He is also Secretary of the Universlty Summer
ession. ) —

"Although the above comprise a?minority of the staff they have
managed to occupy key vositions. ' The rest of the staff have made no
effort to date to negate the indoctrination of the students by thelr
radical co-workers. The student organization 1°r§lfo anti-U.8. and
has lately shown ite feellngs in the Cuatamalan affair.

From the asbove nforma
of communist pe netratlnn in

Lah Sc%ool
Scrool

of 22 .
Habana,

1955 scholastic sessio
tions prohititing a:Fo
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|takeﬁ up with the Embassy since this office believed it would be an
exceptionel ovoortunity to counteract somewhat the adverse attitude

of the members of the staff. The Rector was also advicged that if
nermission should ke @ranted that the salary attachked to the position
should te used to create a fund to assist imooverished students. Rector
Selecines on July 2A, 1954, informed the writer that Dre. Juan Chabas
Martli and Jose L. Galke Loshuertos would not have thelr contracts
reneved because they had gone too far in preaching their ideology at

the Unlversity. When cquestioned as to whether this was a result of o
recent r~overnment decree which permlts the discharese of communlsts

from teaching positions, he steted that in view of the fact that the
University of Oriente is an autonomous institution that law would have .l
no effect on the teachinr q}aff.

Infarmetion furnished by Montlel concerning himself ics as
fnallows:

Franciseo Felix MONTIEL Glmenez was born on Nov. 5, 1908 in
Aguilas, Province of Muvcia, Sprain. He merried iadelelne le Vexler
in March 1950 in Paris, Fran He was a professor of Adminlistrative
Lew at the Unlversity of lurcls from 1932-1937. He was a member of |
the Soclalist Perty from 1931-1925, at which time he jolned the ' L
Compvmirt Party. He nartieiveted in the Spanish Civil War as a ?
Feoublean until the end of the war wren he left Spain. He was a
memlker of the Svanish Communist Central Committee from 1937~1948 ze
2 revresentative of Mureia. He was zlected a representative to the
Cortes g8 a ESoclalist in Feb. 1936, but jJjoined the Communist Party
a2t the end of 1°9%A after war broke nut in Spain. He was a witness
to tre »reparati-n of the Rer-an-Foviet Pact in wkiteh he cleaime Svain
w3 221d out to Geraasy. He left Spair in Tarch 1020 and want to
Travcea o3 Tneland, where he ra2meined in London from Aur. 1939 to
Tunz 1040, He trer po2 to GurAa where he was sent by and worked fo:
tre Oamunist Party from 1040-1046. He returned. to Paris and rernou
hir sdherence to the Communist Party in 1948.  He was sent prior. to
his defection to the Universlty of Prazue for 13 :
eonferances. His reasnns for lsaving the Comn

1. He f-und that the Czech revolt
enzineered 21d run by the USSR. EHe
ocecur in Sna'n and he was not in agre=sm

2. He previously had disarreemen
evidently believed in tre theory but
communism as carried nut by the Commun

antiel workpd as a bro;essbr'of.

Raul FEOA who lso was a comﬂunist"‘
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Since his return, he has been subjected to inconveniences by

the local communists such as being labeled a U.S., and Franco spy, N
and having his manuscrints which he submitted for publication mislaid

by communists on the staff of the Diario de Cuba. He claims that a
series of anti~communist articles which he submitted to that newspaper

were mislaid and even lost by Iditor Zenin CARNET Diaz, an old

communist and by the Chief Zditor Zrnesto HERNANDEZ Soler, also an

0ld communist. Both are listesd in the Cuban Military Intelllgence

List of Communists. Because of the hardships Montiel has encountered

in %antiapo de Cuba, he decided to leave his post at the Unlver81ty

and to seek employment in Habana.

pyFeldman /awf






