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Student Riots Quelled by Police and Firemen

University of Habana students started rioting on the |
morning of Jenuary 15, 1953 after they discovered that a e |
campus statue of Julio Antonio MELLA had been defaced with
red paint. Mella was a University of Habana student leader
killed in Mexico City in 1628. He was also a founder of the
Communist party in Cuba.

About mid-day student groups emerged into the streets and
began disrupting traffic by throwing debris into the streets., - .
Police appeared on the scene, stones werz thrown and shots ©
fired into the air. The initial melee terminated when police i
retired on orders from President Batista. ;

Leg

Shortly thereafter students again sallied forth, carrying
with them a straw effigy labeled "Batista Asesino® which they
burned. They then marched through town toward the monument,
near La Punta Fortress, erected in memory of the student martyrs
executed by the Spaniards in 1871, They were intercepted at
San Lazaro and Prado and repulsed by streams of water from fire- :
trucks. Shots were again fired when students szﬁimed the tpmtks, = :
During this affray, Ortodoxo leaders "Milo" OCHOA, Pardo LLADA o
and others emerged from the Ortodoxo headquarters just across Q.
the Prado and were arrested and held for several hours. N,

-

~t/ev .

With dispersal of students from the Prado area, the day's
rioting ceased. The toll was 14 injured by rocks or bullets,
some seriously. The list included police, students and spec-
tators.,

In a speech on the evening of the riots, before members
of his new MPartido Accién Progresista,"fBatisté*réferred_to
the day's events and stated. that the Ycommunistsilie in ambush."
He added that Communism must be combated for two reasons: be- -
cauge it tried to introduce slavery into the world and because
it is a clear danger for Cuba. He asserted that he ordered re-
tirement of the public forces from the university believing that
it was not students who carried ocut the riot, "but be sure that
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those responsible will go before the courts.,® Batista said he
wag certain that the youth of certain political parties were
paid to provoke disorders.

Police authorities have charged that the students were
instigated to riot by Communists and that persons other than
student s took leading roles in the disturbances. Student leaders
have asserted that shots against the police were not fired by
students. They allege that all students taking part in the dis-
turbances were searched before leaving the campus to make sure
that only ™moral™ weapons would be employed by them. It is not
unlikely that outsiders did take advantage of the situation.

These riots were the first of any consequence that have
occurred since the goup of March 10, 1952,
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Government Appeals
To Good Sense

{Of Student Groups

Minister of Information Ernesto
de la Fe last night issued an appeal
to the “good sense of the various
groups of students” and warned
that, while the “government con-
firms its most sbsolute respect for
all political ideasg contending with-
in the nation,” it will act energe-
tically and without hesitation in
the face of the provocations of cri-
minals and agitators who seek to
disrupt public order.

In his statement, De 1z Fe blam-
ed the street rioting in Havana yes-

(Continued on Page 10)
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RiotsFollow Defiling
Of Bust of Mella

Eleven people were injured, one seriously, and a total
of 51 were arrested in a series of clashes. befween Havana
University students and the police yesterday, following the
defacement of the bust of the student Julio Antonio Mella;
assassinated in Mexico during the Machado regime, at the
cnirance fo the University. .

The disorders began early
points in the vicinity of the

yesterday morning at various

and : othes
g - brafii

“ling of old boxes, ca
refuse onto I. St blp

arrived on the scene of the protest:

defilers. Shortly after 1:00 p/ m,,
the students marched down 'L St.
but were intercepted. by group -of

23rd and L Streets.. In' the -resuiting
clash, police and.students cameto’
blows and shots. were. fired, . Two "
by-standers and the . vide-president’
of the Commercial. Sciences’ Stud: -
ents Association, Guillermo :Apari=
cio Gareces, were wonnded.: Garces
fiad 8 bullet wound in: his left ‘oot
and his ear was bitten..One ‘of the.
by-standers, Roberto .Garcla Fer-"
wiandez, was shot through :the lefl
srm and the  bullet -entered: his:
chest. He was in a serious condis
tion last night. .. . . . i

(Continued dn Page 10)

which was dezoured. Police cars soon

A large group of students gathered”
on the University. steps .and: ors
ganized for a.puhblic demonstration i
in protest against the unidentified

motorized police at. the - corper of’

‘ University, when indignant
students found Mella’s bust defiled with tar or black paint. -
: -1 The protests. hegan with the hurl~



| GOVERNMENT .

(Continued from Page 1)

terday afternoon on the “disruptive
blans of the Authentic-Orthodox-
Communist factions supported by
the money of the so-called “Miami
Group’ and which have been de-
nounced by the authorities.”

He sald the government realized
that the defacement of the statue
of the student martyr Antonlo Mel-
la had been carried out by the same
Sick and criminal minded people
who were behind the events of
King's Day Eve_and the petard
1planted at the home of the editor
of “Alerta” and added that strict
orders had been given to the po-
lice forces to unmask and capture
the perpetrator of the outrage
which sparked Yesterday's student
riots.

He also claimed that the police
had been fire upon,
‘| The Minister said the government

from the very beginning, had de-
clared its recognition of the auto-
nomy of Havang University, but
that ; this autonom¥ could not be
used ‘a5 shield to convert the Uni-
versity into ‘an arsendl and base of
operations for groups of gangsters,

RIOTS FOLLOW... |

{Continued from Page 1)
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Fire engine hoses finally dissolved !
he demonstration as the police were|
ordered LY Police Chief Briga.dier-‘,f
General Rafael Salas Caflzares -tg!
withdraw from the immediate ares |
The police were finally drawn back:
from the Immediate vicinity of the
University.

Fighting broke out again late in
the afternoon, when students mar-
ched down San Lazaro Street to-
ward Prado, planning to g0 to the
monument to students massacred
by the Spanish Colonia] government
over 70 years ago. Police and fire
enzines were waiting for them,
however. Shots were fired in the
air and the hoses of the fire en-
gines were turned on, Sailors at La
Punta also fired into the air, The
policé claimed the students stoned
them and fired on them. The in-
jured In this second clash included

Lt. Luis Cancio, of the Army Fire
Department, Corp. Bienvenido Pe-
rez Sanchez, driver of the fire en-
(gine, and Private Roberto Fernan-
dez, who was hit in the stomach.
A total of 37 people were arrested,
some of whom were found in pos-
session of firearms. v
The police also arrested Jose
Pardo Lilada, an Orthodox lead-
er, Erasmo Gomez, Alfredo . Esqui-
vel, Francisco Alonsg de la Torre,
and Max Letvink, who were in a
car on Prado not far from the
shooting. They were still held ax
the Investigations Bureay last night.
The police broke into g meeting
of Orthodox leaders discussing the
dissentions in their. party and ar-
rested Emilio’ Ochoa, Josa. M. Agui.

{outbreak ‘last: night. -

{Prado iscattered in: panic: whienthe'i

lere, Humberto  Nignau, - Jose -Igle-
sias Lastra, Ignacio Gonzalez - de
Mendoza, Francisco Maldonado and -
Ernesto Stock, who were - later re-
leased. S
Also arrersted were Alvaro Barba, !
president of the University  Studesit| -
[ Federation and Fidel -Castro; 'also| -
a member of the FEU..These arrests| -
Wwere made at the 'COCO :radio stac]

i

Other persons: arrested . Included |
Wilfredo ' Venturs, «Orlando: Ventus!:
-ta, Angel : Lara,  Antoriio’ Bej 1le
and Ruben Batista. =" . .

The police -were - held ' readyain
their barracks for' possible furtiiar

~ Tourists: strolling: “or Havana's

shooting broke olt, Tulining‘to cover:






