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On March 24, 1953, a delegation representing the Alabama 1
Historical Association unveiled a plaque in the city of Matanzas
to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the taking of office as
Vice President of the United States by William Rufus King. King
had come to Matanzas in search of health and had been authorized
to take the oath of office there by a special act of Congress.

The plague was placed on the wall near the front entrance
of the city hall of Matanzas in a ceremony in which Henry P.
Johnson, chairman’ of the delegation of the Alabama Historical
Association, gave the principal address. The ceremony also
included a parade by the First Company of the 4th Regiment, the
playing of the national anthems of Cuba and the United States by
the regimental band, and an address by the historian of the city
of Matanzas, Dr. José A, Treserra. The ceremony was attended by
the governor of the province of Matanzas, Dr. Manuel Alvarez, and
the mayor of Matanzas, Dr. Fernando L. Villar, as well as by the
Public Affairs and Radio Officers of the Embassy. Previously,
in a session of the Municipal Council, the mayor of the city had
presented parchment scrolls to the members of the delegation
which declared them guests of honor of the city.

Tape recordings of the ceremony were taken by the Embassy's
Radio Officer and despatched to the International Broadcasting-
Service in New York. Network CMQ took films of the event and
presented them on television later in the week. After the
ceremonies the visitors were entertained at lunch in Varadero by
civil and military authorities of the province of Matanzas and
then taken on a tour of the city of C4drdenas, where they were
greeted by the Mayor of that city. P A
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of the Academy of History was held in commemoration of the
centenary, at which addresses were given by Dr. Emeterio 3.
Santovenio, President of the Academy, and Mr. Thomas W. Palmer,

a native of Alabama and resident of Habana. Later in the

evening the Ambassador gave a reception in honor of the

visitors.

The various events of the program were given considerable
publicity in the Habana press, most of which was provided by
USIS-Habana. The arrangements for the two-day commemoration
program were made by Mr. Thomas W. Palmer with the full coopera-
tion of the Sociedad Colombista Panamericana. USIS-Habana
assisted in the coordination of plans and the carrying out of

the program.
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Ve =re enclosing & letter znd cAtechment recelved from
Mr. Henry P. Johnston of Birminghem, Alsbems, regerding plens :
being msde for celebrzting the 100th Lnniversery of the swe:iring Vo
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Ay dezr Senator Svarkmsnt

¥ith your letter of Janusry 12, 1953 you enclose

a letter from Mr. lenry P, Johnston, concerning the
plans for the celebration of the centenary of the
teking of the ocath of nffice of William Rufus Xing,

ag Vice President of the United States, at Matangas,
Cuba, on ¥arch 24, 1953. You agk thst the Department
furnish information cencerning Mr. Xirng's service at i
hig various diplomatic nosts, I

As an offlcer in fhe Department' explained to wr.
John Campbell of Senator HAll's office on January 15,
only a part of the informstion was avallsble in the )
Derartment and a search was sccordingly made in the A
Natinnal Archives. The information we have been able 7
to develop ie that Mr. King was appointed Secretary of
Lezation at St, Petersburg, Russiz on april 23, 1818,
He wae spvarently relieved the following year, He wags
confirmed as Minister to ¥rance on April 9, 1844, and
went on leave September 15, 1848, The date cf his
resignetion hzs not been found, though he presumsbly
did not return to Paris, since his successsr was cONe
firmed March 3, 1847,

Esalfl/zav?Lgé

The Department had 2lrezdy heard of the plans to
celebrate Mr, King'e centenary, including the unvelling
of the commemorstive morker st Mgstanzae, snd hed "in-
structed our mbassy at Habsna to cooperate fully with

the

The Honorable
John Sparkman,
United States Zenste.
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the project. The Embasgsy will also be informed of
the interest you have expressed,

As reduested, the letter of January 6 from Mr,
Johnston, together with itas enclosure, were returned

te Sanzter Hill,

Sincerely yours,

en H. Brown, Jr.
Acting 4geslestant Secretary ,
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esr Senator Will: .

o
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#1th your letter of January 12, 1953 you enclose
z letter frem !r. Herry F, Johrston, concerning the
nlans for the celebration of the centenary of the
taklng of the cath of office of Williem Pufus King,
ag Vice President of the United Stztes, 2t Matanzas,
Cubgz, on Mazrch %4, 19453, You gsk that the Devartment
furnish information concerning Mr. King's serviee at
hls verlious diplomatic posts,

2 1
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4s an offlicer in the Devartment exnlained to Mr,
John Czmpbell of your office on Jenuzry 15, only a
part of the informatlon was avallalble in the Depart-
ment and a search wae accordingly made in the National
Archives, The information we have been able to develop
le that Fr. King was sprointed Secretary of Legation at
3t. Petersburg, Russla on April 23, 1816, He was ap=-
parently relieved the following year. He wae conflrmed
ge ¥lnleter to France. on April 9, 1844, =nd went on
leave September 15, 1846, The date of hieg raesignation
hae not besn found, though he presumably did not return
to Ferig, since hls successor was confirmed March 3,
1847,
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The DLepartwant had alreadf heard of the plans to
celebrate ¥r. King's centen=ry, including the unveiling
of the commemorative mesrker at Matanzasz,znd had in-

structed our Fmbassy a1t Heabane tc cooperate fully with
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The Honorable
Lister Hill,
United States Senate.
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the project. The Embagsey will also be informed of
the interest you have expressed,

As you redquested, the letter of January 6 from
¥r, Johnston to you, together wlth ites enclosure, are

ettached,
Sincerely yours,

Ben H. 3rowm, Jr,
Acting Agslstant Secretary

wnelogures:

Letéer of January 5, 1953 from
Mr, Johnston, together with

its enclosure,
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¥y dear Mr. Battle:

With your letter of Janudry 12, 1953 you enclose
a letter from Mr, Henry F. Johnaton, concerning the
vlang for the celebration of the centenary of the
teking of the oath of office of William Rufus XKing,,
as Vlice President of the United 3tates, at ¥atsnzas,
Cuba, on March 24, 1953, You zsk that the Department
furnlsh informetion concerning Mr, XKinz'a service at

his various diplemstic posts. Q-
W
Ag sn officer in the Depariment explained to Mr, ~
John Campbell of Senator Hill's office on January 1§, .
only a part of the informatlon was s2vailable in the !,4>;
Devartment and z sssrch was accordingly made in the N
ietionsel Archilves, The informstion we have been able ﬁé N
to develop 1e that ¥r. King was zppointed Secretary of -
Lezztion at St. Fetersburg, Russia on April 23, 1816. -
He was arvperently relieved the following year, He was 1
confirmed as Minleter to France on April ©, 1844, end —
went on leave September 15, 1846, The date of his \VI
resignation has not been found, though he presumably o1 «
dld not return to Paries, eince hils suocessor was con- N
firmed March 3, 1847%7.
The Devartment had alreedy heard of the plans to
celebrate Mr, King's centenary, including the unvelling
of the commemorative mark-r a% Matanzas, and had in-
structed our Embassy at Habana to coooperate fully with \
the | "
N
The Honorsble C?*\
Laurie Battle, | o gj\,
House of Representatives. : s s
N/ b
G O™
~
U




the project. The Embassy will zlso be informed of
the interest you have expressed.

Ag requested, the letter of Janusry 6 from Mr,
Johneton, together wlth 1tz enclosure, were returned
o 3enator Hill,

Sincerely yours,

. Ben H. Brown, Jr.
Acting Assisisni Secretary
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I thought that, before drafting a

reply to thisg,I had better ask H whother

tihrey T'elt lr. Llorton would feel a renly

WS Necessary. @
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STYLES BRIDGES, H. H., CHAIRMAN

HOMER FERGUSOM, MICH.
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WILLIAM F. KNOWLAND, CALIF.
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RICHARD B. RUSSELL, GA,
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BURNET R. MAYBANK, 5. C.
ALLEN J. ELLENDER, LA.
LISTER HILL, ALA.

HARLEY M. KILGORE, W. VA,
JOMN L. MCCLELLAN, ARK,
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A.WILLIS ROBERTSON, VA,

EVERETT MC KINLEY DIRKSEMN, ILL. WARREN G. MAGNUSOM, WASH.
Washington, De Co
April 9, 1953

EVERARD H. 8MITH, CLERK
THOMASB J. 5COTT, ASBT. CLERK

Hoporable Thruston Be. Morton VRN e
Assistant Secretary of State PR : Ny
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My dear Mr. Morton: H AR
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I appreciate your kindness and thoughtfulness in sending me
the newspaper picture showing the unveiling of the plaque in honor
of William Rufus King at Matanzas, Cuba, recently which appeared in

¥ 22 /—«,’,;..:5 o

an Havana newspapers VP, ¥ pone
. af B
Mre Henry Fo Jdﬁﬁiton and other &labahigns who went to Cuba
to participste in the ceremony have expressed their great apprecia-
tion for the fine cooperation and assistance received from officials
at the United States Embassy in Havana. In particular, Mr. Johnston
o has stated that Dr. Jaccb Canter had an excellent way of going about
; . thirgs and took a great deal of responsibility throughout the entire
/ stay of the group in Cuba. plso Mr. Johnston has expressed his own
perscnal appreciation and that of the entire group for the very
delightful entertainment provided by Ambassador Beaulacs

I do feel the event was most worthwhile,

|
Permit me o send you a copy of my telegram to Senor Alvarez,
Covernor ot the Province of Matanzas in regard to the ceremony.
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GOVERNHAENT OFFICIAL

Washington, D. C.
March 23, 1953

L]

CABLEGHAS &

iiiz Bxcellency

Senor Alvares

Tha Governor of the Province of Matanzas
Matanzas, Cuba

Permit me to express ny sincere regrats that my dutles in the United
States Senate prevent me from personally pariicipating in the csremony honoring
the greaﬁ Alzbamian and the great Americaﬁ, Honcrable William Rufus King.

Kindly accept and express to those present for the ceremony my warmest
greetings. My thoughts are with you as the Alabama Historical Association and
the Academia de la Historia de Cuba join hands to commemeorate the One Hundredth
Anniversary of the swearing in of William Rufus King as Vice President of the
United States,

In the United States Senate on January 29 it was my privilege to pay
tribute to the great Cuban liberator and patrict, Jose Marti on the centenary
of his birth. In Martit's own words."We Americans are one in origin, in hope
and in danger® and 1 am confident.the warm and enduring ties of friendship
between Cuba and the United States will continue to strengthen our countries

in the struggle to preserve freedom and Yo bulld lasting peacs,

: Lister Hill, U. s. S.
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To the
Officer in Charge of the American Mission,

}{abanao

The Secretary of State encloses herewith a copy of a
letter from Senator Lister Hill of Alabama and a copy of a
telegram to the Govermor of the Province of Matangas,
relative to the unveiling of the plague in honor of

William Rufus King at Matanzas, Cuba,

e

Enclosurs:

1. Copy of letter from Senator Liaﬁéf:ﬁiiiJ |
to Assistant Secretary Thruaton B-=Mbrt”
dated April 9, 1953. .

2. Copy of telegram from Senator Liste .

to the Governor of the Provincc id ”tans“
dated Mareh 23, 1953. :
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