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supseeT : CUBAN ECONOMIST COMMENTS ON LOWRY NELSON'S RURAL CUBA

The distinguished Cuban economist and publicist, Dr.
Ramiro GUERRA Sanchez, in commenting on Professor Lowry
NELSON's Rural Cuba (ﬁniversity of Minnésota Press) in an
article published November 26, 1950, in the Habana daily

Diario de la Marina, summarized Dr, Nelson's work as follows:

", ., .Professor Nelson's study, while extremely valu-
able ... is not sufficiently ample to give a compre-
hensive idea of the socio-economic problems of Cuba's
rural population, In my opinion, without a full
knowledge of those problems, a far-reaching policy

of rural betterment cannot be planned. I therefore
..+ suggest to our Minister of Agriculture ... that
he consider this issue ...rendered live by Proféssor
Nelson's work."

In his article, copies and translation of which are trans-

mitted herewith, Dr. Guerra outlined the scope of Professor

Nelson's book and how it came about. Guerra also referred to
his own frequent but unsuccessful efforts in the past to prevail

upon the Cuban Government to undertake complete socio-economic

studies. MAlthough my suggestions were applauded, 1 do not know

whether anything was done in this respect.”

CONFIDENTIAL: This last sentence obviously is cynical.
Had the Government done anything, Dr. Guerra would have
heard about it, The project which Dr. Guerra prepared
several years ago for a socio=economic study of the

rural population, like many other worthwhile plans, was
shelved along with the scholarly bibliography attached

to it., The tendency on the part of Government officials
to discredit those of preceding administrations does not

make for continuity in projects of this nature.

That basic socio~economic studies and: social work
are needed in Cuba is apparent from the. squallor in
which part of the Cuban rural population lives, por- .
trayed to an extent in the snapshot below taken on & :
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visit to coffee producing areas in Oriente Province,
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1, Copy of Dr. Hamiro Guerra's
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Translation

RURAL CUBA BY LOWRY NELCON

By Ramiro Guerra

The University of Minnesota through the medium of the
University of Minnesota Press in the progressive city of
Minneapolis, has been publishing a seriess of interesting
books on several foreign countries. The last one, entitled
RURAL CUBA, was prepared by the distinguished sociologist
Lowry Nelson, professor of Sociology at the aforementioned
University. This book is made up of one volume of 285 pages,
very well bound in cloth, with a preface of eight additional
pages. It is made up of 13 chapters, 2 appendices, a glos-
sary, a bibliography, an index of subject matter and an
index of names. TLhe chapters are preceded by the mentioned
preface, and I list them below so that_the reader may have
an idea of the contents of the book. I do not hesitate to
list them in English because I am sure that the readers will
clearly understand them. They are as follows: I, Rich Land
- Poor People; II, The Cuban People; III, The land, climate
and seasonal rhythms; I¥, Locality éroups and the settlement
pattern; V, The evolution of the Cuban land system; VI,
Land division, measurement and registration; VII, System of
farming; VIII, The Social Class Structure; IX, Social
Stratilication in Rural Cuba; X, The Cuban fumily, XI,

The level of living; XII, Lducation and the school; XIIT,
The Rural Prospect.
&

Provessor Nelson was designated rural sociologist at
the Devartment of State of the United States in September
1945, and remained in Cuba through September 1946, At that
time I had the pleasure of meeting him, of having friendly
intercourse with him and of appreciating the noble qualities
of his character as well as his deep sense of human feeling,
his simplicity and affability, his democratic spirit and his
marked vocation for the studies of rural economy and soci-
ology to which he has devoted himself, and in which he has
gained a solid reputation in his country. Professor Nelson's
work in Cuba was carried under the technical direction of the
office of Agricultural Relations of the Department of Agri-
culture of the United States, and it was his ‘general respon-
sibility to undertake a study of rural life in the Caribbean.

As the author well states of his work, it soon became
evident that one year of investigation was not sufficient
to study even one of the countries-integrating a region such
as the Caribbean, which presents varied-aspects socially, ,

JLMartinez/1t




SECURITY

tnclosure 1 to UNCLASOIFIED WITH CONFIDEWNTIAL SuCTION Deg-
patch No. 1202, American Embassy, Habana, Dec. 4, 1950,

-2 -

politically, economically and geographically. Visits of one
or two weeks in the Dominican Republic, Puerto Riceo, Virgin
Islands and in Trinidad, were hardly sufficient to gather a
few data and to make some general observations. Those short
visits nevertheless were useful in that they enabled seeing
Cuba from a better perspective, observing some of the cul-
tural variations of our Island as compared to the other
Antilles.

As the decision was taken that Professor Nelson concen-
trate his attention on Cuba and devote to the investigation
of the Island all of the time available, he explains the
plan that he followed in his work, beginning first with the
comparative study of the various Censuses of Cuba. In the
execution of the plan that was drawn after his arrival in
Habana, he discussed with officers of the Embassy of the
United States the most adequate manner in which to do his
work, and the project was submitted to the Cuban Minister of

Agriculture and was- approved by the President of the Republic.

The author closes his preface by explaining how he effectu-
ated the investigation and mentions the assistance of em-
ployees of the Cuban Ministry of Agriculture and of numerous
other persons from whom he requested information or cooper-
ation in this or that respect.

In works of this nature, it is the general practice on
the part of the editors to give an idea of the character and
objectives of the study, in order to facilitate a quick ap-
praisal and to create interest. Until such time as I comment
on some chapters or features of Rural Cuba, I shall limit
myself today to transcribe more or less literally what the
editors of the University of Minnesota have expressed with
respect to Professor Nelson's work.

A people depaupered in a rich land, sugh is, state the
editors, the paradox of Cuba described with abundant docu-
mentation by Lowry Nelson. With the cooperation of the Gov-
ernment of Cuba, Professor Nelson directed a: series of -de-
tailed sociological investigations in various:rural districts
representative of the Island.. In these investigations there-
were gathered data. on the habits of .the families; agricultur-
al methods, tenancy of farms, income;gtheheduqationalgggp-
portunities, social activities, and the standard of living
of more than 700 Cuban rural families. All this material
was combined by the author with the study of historical data,
the analysis of censuses and spotfqbservatipns;for%afcompre—
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hensive study which might f£ill in gaps in the available
literature on the matter. The volume includes appendices
with a description of the geography of the rural areas
investigated; a report as an example, prepared by a Cuban
investigator. And, 1l add, other complementary elements

of the book which I have quoted above in listing the chap-
ters it is made up of.

Professor Nelson's book, the general character of which
was already familiar to me because in addition to my con-
versations with him, the periodical La Correspondencia of
Cienfuegos: published some of the impressions he gol during
the weeks he remained in Siguanea and Manicaragua living
with the rural families devoted to the cultivation of coffee
and to other agricultural activities. These impressions,
which I commented on in this newspaper, were of interest
to me in particular because for more than 20 years I have
repeatedly been advocating that investigations of this
nature be made in Cuba., I remember in this connection =-
and on occasions I have published it - that while in Wash-
ington I wrote my esteemed friend Engineer Amadeo Lopez
Castro, then Minister of Agriculture, suggesting the idea
of carrying out a socio-economic investigation of the type
that Professor Nelson undertook, but on a larger scale.
Lopez Castro immediately and favorably accepted the sug-
gestion I made, and in a communication he addressed to me
in Washington, he asked me to prepare a project of investi-
gation. Officials of the Department of State whom I ap-
proached in this respect, put me in touch with the bureau or
agency of the Federal Government, I don't remember whether
under the Department of Agriculture or of the Interior, which
directed investigations of this nature in the United States
with the cooperation of each State, where I wgs recelved
with the open spirit which characterizes the centers of study
of the United States, and I was provided with all of the
information for the preparation of a project with copies of
the models used by American investigators to collect infor-
mation on the spot, and with a complete bibliography on the
matter. All this I sent to Engineer Lopez Castro, who re-
quested that I come for several weeks to Cuba to complete
the project for an investigation and to assist in carrying
it out. I assented to this honor-conferring demand but when
I was about to make my trip to Cuba Engineer Lopez Castro
ceased in his functions as Minister of Agriculture, and I do
not know where the project went or what its . destination was, ¥
Afterwards, persisting in my idea, in a-lecture I delivered
on invitation from the Federation of Cuban Professional
Women, I proposed that they try to ‘promote the aforementioned
socio-economic investigation, and although they applauded the’
indication very much, I do not know whether: any effort in
this respect was ever made. N
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The study made by Professor Nelson, although extremely
valuable, does not appear to me to be sufficiently ample to
give a comprehensive idea of the socio-economic problems of
the rural population of Cuba. In my opinion, without a full
knowledge of these problems, a far reaching policy of rural
betterment cannot be planned. I therefore suggest to our
present Minister of Agriculture, Engineer Carlos Hevia, that
he consider this issue which has been rendered live by
Professor Nelson's work.
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Cuban rurel family: Coffeec grewing area in Oriente Province
Family lives in squaller

Pleture taken by Joseph L. Martinez, Senier Econemio Analyst
Date teken: October 1949.

Not for publication. Only for confidentlal use of Depertments
of Stete and of Agrlculture.

Enclesure to Habana despatch no. 1202, December 4, 1950, "Cuban .
Economist Comments on Lewry Nelson's Rural Cuba.”
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Por Ramire Guerra

“RUKAL CUBA” PQK LOWKY NELSON

mediante el insirumento e

The University of Minnesola
Press, en la progresista ciudad de
Minneapolis, viene publicando una
serie de inleresantes libros sobre
diversos paises exlranjeros. El ul-
timo. tilulado "Rural Cuba” (Cuoa
Rural), ha sido compuesto por ¢l
distinguido sociologo Lowry Nel-
son. profesor de Sociologia de la
citada universidad. Esta {ormara
esta obra por un volumen de 285
paginas, muy bien encuadernado
en tela, con un prefacio de ocho
piginas adicionales, Consla de {re
ce capitules, dos apéndices, un glo-
sario, una bibliografia, un Indice
de asuntos ¥y un indice de nombre:.
Lios capitulos estan precedidos del
prefacio mencionado; los enumnerc
a contifuacion, a fin de dar al lec
tor idea del conienido de la obra.
No vacilo en ofrecerlos en inglés
perque estoy seguro de gue los
lectores habran de entenderlos cla-
ramente. Son los siguientes: I,
Riehh  land -- Poor people; II, The
Cuban people; III, The land cli-
mate, and seasonal rhyihms; 1V,

LA Universidad de Minnesola,

Localily Groups and the seitlement .

patlern; V, The evolulion of the
Cuban land sistem; VI, Land divi-
sidn, measuvemenit and registra-
tion; VII, Sistem of farming; VIII,
The social class structure: 1X, So-
cial siratification in rural Cuba:
X. The Cuban family; XI, The le-
vel of living; XII, Education and
the school; XIII, The rural! pros-
pect.

El profesor Nelson fué designa-
do socidlogo rural en el departa-
tiento de Eslado de los Estados
Unidos en septiembre de 1945, v
permanecié  en- Cuba hasta sep.
liembre de 1846, En esge tiempo
luve el gusio de conocerio, de ira-
tarlo y .de apreciar las nobles cua-
lidades de su caracte:, asi como su

. profunde sentimiente de simpatia
humana, su senciliez y afabilidad,
su espiritu democralico, y su mar-
cadisima vocacion por los estudios
de economia y sociologia rurales a
que se ha dedicado, ganandose una
solida reputacién en su pais. La
labor en Cuba del profesor Nelson
s¢ efeclud bajo la direccion técnica
de la Olicina de Relaciones Agri-
colas Ex{ranjeras del departamen-
o de Agricultura de los Estados
Unidos, con la responsabilidad ge-
neral de realizar un estudio de la
vida rural en el Caribe,

Como muvy biern denlnvn al aiidee

edilora, la paradoja de Cuba des-
erila con abundante documentacion
por Lowry Nelson. Con la coope-
racion del Gobierno de Cuba, cl
prolesor Nelsen divigié una serie
de detalladas investigaciones socio-
lgicas en varics distritos rurales
representativos de la Isla. En esas
mvesiigaciones reuniéronse datos
sobre los habilog de las familias,
los méiodos agricolas, Ia  tenen-
cia de las [lincas ruslicas, los 1n-
vresos. las oportunidades educati-
vas, las aclividades sociales y el
rivel de vida de mas de 700 fami-
lias rurales cubanas. Todo esie ma-
terial fué combinado por el autor
con el estudio de 10s antecedentes
mstoricos, el analisis de los censos
v observaciones sobre el terrenc
para  un estudio comprensive que
llenase los vacios en la literatura
disponible sobre la materia. El vo-
lumen incluye apéndices cea una
descripeion de la geografia de las
aregs rurales investigadas; un in-
forme, a manera de ejemplo, pre-
parado por un invesiigader cubano”,
Ademas, agrego yo, los otros ele-
mentos complementarios de la obra
gue he citado mas arriba al enume-
rar los capitulos que la integran.

El libro del profesor Nelson, cuyo

caracter general conocia, porque

ademis de mis conversaciones con
él, did a la publicidad en el perid-
dice “La Correspondencia” de Cien-
fuegos algunas de sus impresiones
recogidas durante las semanas que
permaneciéo en la Siguanea y Ma-
nicaragua conviviendo con las fa-
milias campesinas dedicadas al cul-
live del caié y a otras actividades
apricolas. Esas impresiones, comen-
tadas por mi en este periodico, me
interesaron. muy specialmente,
pergque desde hace cerca de vein-
{e afios ha venido abogandoc repe-
tidamentie a favor de que s¢ hicie-
sen investigaciones de ese geénero
en Cuba. Recuerdo a esle propé-
silu —¥ en alguna ocasidon-lo he
publicado— que hallaindome en
Wiashingion escribi a mi estimado
amigo, ingeniero Amadeo Lopez

LCaslro, ministro de Agricultura,
"enlonces, sugiriéndole la idea de

llevar a cabo una investigacidén eco-
nomicosocicldgica del tipo de ésia
que ha realizado ahora el profe-
gor Nelson, si bien .en tina escala

~mas amplia. Lopez -Castro -acogio

de manera inmediata, -muy favora.
biemente, ld sugestion gie luveintes

rae dea bharorle v oar - mamitimianens s
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Como muy bien declara el aulor
de la obra, muy pronlo fué eviden-
te qite un ano de investigacion no
era suficiente para estudiar ni si-
auiera uno solo de los paises inle-
crantes de una region como el Ca-
ribe, que presenta aspeclos lan va-
Findos en lo secial, lo politico, I
ecanaomice v lo ceografice. Visilas
de una a dos semanas en la Repu-
blica Dominicana. en Puerto Rico,
en las Islas Virgenes v en Trini-
dad. apenas fueron suficienles pa-
ra reunir algunos pocos dales ¥ ha-
cer algunas observaciones . genera-
les. Esas visitas tan corlas fueron.
sin embargo, provecilosas para aYil-
dur al aulor a ver a Cuba en una
mejor perspectiva, observando al-
gunas de las variaciones de nuestra
Isla en el orden cullural. compa-
rado nuesiro pais con las oidas An-
tillas,

Habiéndose adopiado la decision
de que el profesor Nelson concen-
trara su atencién en Cuba y dedi-
case a la investigacién en la Isla
todo el tiempo disponible, éste ex-
plica el plan que siguié en su tra-
bajo, comenzando por el estudio
comparative de los diversos cen-
sos de Cuba. En la ejecucién del
plan que hubo de trazarse, después
de su arribo a La Habana, -discutié
con funcionarios de la Embajada
de los Estados Unidos la forma mis
adecuada para efectuar su labor,
somelido el proyecio al Ministerio
de Agricullura de Cuba y aproba-
wo por el Presidente de la Repi-
blien. El autor de la obra completa
su prefacio explicando cdémo llevo
a la practiea la investigacion pla-
neada, vy el auxilio que le presta-
ron los funcionarios del Ministerio
e Agricultura de Cuba y numero-
sa¢ personas de guienes solicild
ilnfm'mac'iones o alguna coopera-
cion en este ¢ en aquel sentido.

Fn obras de esla clase, general-
mesite se sigue la prdciica por la
enlidad editora de dar alguna idea
del caracter ¥ los objelives del
esludio, a fin de facilitar‘una ré-

pida apreciacion y despertar el inv

lerés de conocerla,

A reserva. pues, de dedicar miis
adelante algunos trabajos a comen-
tar algunos capitules o parlicula-
res que ‘eslime de mayor interés
de Rural Cuba, me limito por hoy,
en esta nola informaliva, a trans-
cribir mas o menos lileralmente,
lo que la editorial de la Universi-
dad de Minnesota expresa respecto
de la obra del profesor Nelson.

“Un pueblo empobrecide en una
tierra rica, (al es, dice la entidad

.

RICINCHLE, 1a SUg0a0H0H QUE Ll vl Jdlie=
rés de hacerle, ¥y en comunicacion
gue me dirvigiera a Washington, so-
licilé de mi gue le preparase un
pruyecto de invesiigacion, Funcio-
narios del departamento de Estado
% guienes hube de divigirme res-
pecio del particular, me pusieron
inmedininmente en comunicacion,
lal como hube de solicitar de ellos,
con la oficina o agencia del Go-
hierno federal, adscrila no recuer-

da si al depariamenio de Agricul-

- lura o al de lo Interior, que &irigia

las invesligaciones de ese cardcfer
en los Estados Unidos. con la coo-
peracion de cada Estado en gque se

me acogié con el espiritu am-
pliamente abierto que caracie-
viza a los centros de estudio

de log Estados Unidos, vy se me fa-
cilitaron todos los antecedenles pa-
ra la preparadlon de un proyecto,
con copias de los modelos utiliza-
dos por los investigadores america-
nos para recoger los datos scbre el
{erreno y una completisima biblio-
grafia sobre el asunto. Todo esto
hube de remitirlo al ingeniero Lé-
pez Castro, quien solicité de-mi que
viniese algunas semanas a Cuba pa-
ra completar el planeamiento de la
investigacion -y ayudar a” ponerla
en practica. Asenti a esa honrosa
demanda, pero cuande me dispo-
nia a realizar mi viaje a Cuba,lel
Ing. Lopez Castro cesd en su labor
al frenie de nuesiro departamenio
de Agriculiura, ¥ no se & donde
fué a pavar el proyecto ni gué des-
{ino fuve. Duspuég, persistiendo en
i idea. en una charla a que ful
v itauo por la Fedevzeion de Mu-
jeres Profesionales de Cuba. les
prepuse que lomasen a sul cavgo cl
{rilar de promover gque se llevase
adelante la invesligacion sociole-
gicogconomica 'mencionada. ¥ auin-
que aplaudieron mucho 1a indica-
cién, no se si realizavon atgun es-
fuerzo en ese sentido.

Ei estudio realizade por el pro-
fesor Nelson, aungue extiremada-
mente valioso, no me parece sufi-
cienlemente amplio para -dar una
idea bien comprensiva de los pro-
blemas .economicesociologicos de la
poblacién rural de Cuba. Sin ‘el co-
nocimiento cabal de -esos proble-
mas no puede planearse una po-
lilica de mejoramiento rural de
ancha base y largo alcance, a mi
juicio, En {al virtud, me permito
sugerirle :a nuestro actual minisiro
de Agricultura, ingeniero Carlos
Hewvia, la_ consideracion de este
asunio, sl cual la obra del profe-
gsar Nelson da una palpitante ac-
tualided.

Nov. 25 de 1350:






