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Ambassador Concheso requested Mr., Wellman to have
1unch with him on July 25 in advance of his departure
for Cuba on July 27. The Ambagsador stated that he
Intended to spend the entire month of August .in Cuba.
He saild that he had been invited by President Batlsta
to accompany the Batlsta-famlly to Varadero for at least
part of the time. There was discussion of the following
subjects, on each of which a separate memorandum is being

made.
1. Revolutionary activities of Cuban exiles in the o
United States. Uj
2. Political situation and possible political ™~ §
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Political Situation and Possible Political Settlement in Cuba
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Ambasggador Concheso argued that the proposition of
Dr. Cosme de la Torriente for a restoration of the 1940
Constitution which he admitted had conslderable popular
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support, would be impossible legally and constitutionally.

He contended that a constitution can be imposed in one
of two ways, namely, (1) by a constitutional assembly

elected by the sovereign people, and (2) by a coup d'etat

which imposges a constitution by the authority of force.

He sald that while the Batlsta Government had, the authority

to destroy the Constitution of 1940 and to impoge a new
congtitution, nelther 1t nor the Supreme Court had the

authority (the ppder constituente) to restore the 1940
Constitution.

Ambassador Concheso expresged the opinion that the
Supreme Court would deny the appeal against the 1952
Constltut¥onal Statutes after permitting Zaydin, who is

argulng the appeal, to talk as long as he wighed against
the Batista Government.

The Ambassador referred to President Batist&ls plan
to have partial elections in June 1954 and theregfter

| to have a pleblscite on the 1940 Constitution. Hs said
1 that it was possible that Batista might change this plan
g and have at the same time both general electidiis and a
' plebiscite on the Constitution.
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The Ambassador expressed doubt that it would be
feasible to establish a "neutral" provisional government
to supervise the elections. He questloned whether any
individual or group in Cuba is neutral. He obsgerved that
Batlsta has a very good record for falr supervision of
elections and abiding by the result theugh:’ it might be
adverse to him or his party. Ambassador Concheso acknowledged
that the present governmental situation 1s a temporary one
and that Cuba must return to democratic government since
the genius of the Cuban people reaqiires it. .
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Mr. Wellman referred to the adverse publiclty which
the Batlgta Government had recelved in Newsweek as &
result of the eletion of five communists to the directorate
of the Tobacco Workers Federation. He told the Ambasgsador
that the political opposition to President Batista had
alleged thet there are communigts in the Cuban Government
.and that i1t is under communist influence. He told the
Ambaggador that this had provoked inquiries from members
- .0of the Unlted States Congress, in reply to which the
Department had pointed out the evidence of anti—communisﬂh
attitude and activity of the Cuban Government. G) !
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The Ambasgsador expressed interest in the publicity %
Newsweek. He commented that the slndical elections under
Batigta are free, whereas there was a totallitarlan control
of lsabor unions under the Auténticos. :

The Ambasgsador said that he would explore while in E?

Cuba the possibllity of promulgation of the anti-communist 5 O
law which has Deen under consideration. He recalled that tHh W
he had obtained from {he Department copes of United States u ~3
legiglation and expressed the opinion that it could not D o
gerve as a pattern for Cuba. He observed that it would be B =
necessary under Cuban law to ldentify ("typify") the =~ -~
activity or affilliation and not be sufficient to stipulate £
that 1t 1s 1llegal to plot the overthrow of the goverfiment '
by force or violence. The Ambassador sald that hé‘had Eﬁ
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sent to the Cuban Government a draft project of law which
he had prepared. He expressed the opinion that the law

- could provlde that a communlst could not be a member or
officer of a labor union. He declared that there would be
more difficulty in eliminating communists from educatlon,
partlcularly from teaching in the public schools. He saild
that while many communists in the field of educatlion are
well known, e.g. Marinello, others are not known. He also
observed that an attempt to have Marinello and other
communlist teachers dismissed because they are communists
would provoke a mixed reactlon. He sald that some might
criticilze such action as another example of the "Batlsta
tyranny". ,

The Ambasgador acknowledged that reports of current
gctlivity by communists in pesitions in the Minlstries of
Labor and Education should be looked into. He pointed
out, however, that many Cubans who were communists or
effillated with the communists when relatlions were good
with Rugsla are among the strongest anti-communists now,
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Ambagsador Concheso said that after he had made
arrangements at the suggestion of President Batista to
return to Cuba on July 27, he had received a cablegram
from the Minister of State, who did not know of his
plans, also requesting that he return on that date. The
Ambassador sald that he thought the instructions from
the Minlster of State might be related to the selzure by
the Cuban Navy in Habana during the past week of arms ’
and munitions brought intoCuba from the Uriited States. He sald
that his Naval Attaché had reported this selzure to him.

@
The Ambassador sald that Presldent Batlsta was U
surprised at the freedom which Prio and hls assoclates 33
have in the United States. He recalled that he had been
unofficlally in contact with the Department of State regard- W
ing the activitlies of the Cuban exiles subsequent to the
Dallas and Fort Worth incldents and the Mamaroneck arms Q
selzure. He was therefore aware of the action and o
investigations of United States law enforcement agencles. E%
. , . , / -
Since the Ambassador had referred to United States =
obligations to enforce its neutrallty laws, Mr. Wellman ?3 b
observed that the United States Government also must be SN
careful not to bring legal action against a distingulshed §§ N
ex-President of a friendly country in the absence ofig lear »A~\;\
proof of violation of United States laws. Ambassado ) ~
Concheso sald that he recognized this and observedﬂthat .
he hed not been asked to make any officlal repressatations T -

to the Department onSthqgon FQ%% 08,31
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Ambagsador Concheso expressed the conviction that Prio
1s supplying the funds for the purchase of arms and
munitions and also for recrultment. Since the Ambassador
referred to the Caribbean Legion in thls connection, Mr.
Wellmen obgerved that there appears to be no evidence that
eny consglderable group of persons has been recrulted elther
én Mexico or in adjolining countries for an expedition agalnst

uba.

Ambassgador Concheso expreased the opinlon that Prio
was crazy (loco) in wanting %o bring about a "Bogotazo!
in Cuba.

Ambagsador Conchesgo stated that the recent vigit of
ex-President Arevalo to Cuba where he saw Pregldent Batlsta
had caused concern to the Governments of Nicaragua, the
Dominican Republic and Venezuela. He sald that he had been
wlth Ambaggador Sevilla-Sacasa when President Somoza
had phoned the Ambassador expressing concern. He gaid that
he would find out more about the meeting of Batista and
Arevalo when he went to Cuba. .
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