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-~ Mr, Wellman

supject: Correspondence from Mr, Rogello de la RUA, Habana, Cube .
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Mr. de la Rua wrote to the Secretary, a letter dated
January 7, 1953, which was referred to ARA for action.
The lettpr 1s largely incoherent snd rambling, You have
" supplied & sizesble amount of previous corresvondence from
-Mr, de 12 Rua, all of which avpnears eduslly vague,
Our Embassy at Habana, in despatch No. 319 of October
9, 1945, selid:

. _ o "After contactlng several veople who are
{ ol " acouainted with Mr. de la Rua personally, it
: © was lesrned that Mr. de la Rua labors under the
delusion thet the United States owes him the
‘'sum of $#40,000,000 for !demages caused to pro—
perty in the Iqla of Pines during the Spanish
American Wa He holds himself to be the
gpokesman for the 'claimsnts! of the Isle of
~ Pines in that~matter. ‘Revlies %to vsrious
letters which he has writien to lmvortant ver-
sonages In the United States give him renewed
Interest in his Tobjective® end he ie then off
agaln on another letter writing spree to 'press
his caset, Under the cilrcumstances the Embassy
is not replying In any form whatever to Mr,
de la Rua's letter of August 22 which was trans—
wimitted with the Department!s instruction.”
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In an OM dated June 6, 1951, concerning corresoondence
"addressed to the Presldent by Mr de la Rua, our Embassy
sald:

"The followinp is a summary of a report obtained
from Cuban police authorities on Rozellio DE LA RUA.

YV

/ ROGELIO DE LA RUA Y PEREZ is 70 ypdrs of )
age snd resides with one JOSE" MANUEL DURAN, Ssn Francisco (»
No., 412, Vibora.  RUA reportedly hes for more than —

-~ 40 years been msking a claim against the Cuban h
. Government for some lands in Orlente Province e
which were selzed from bils grsndfather by the —
Svanish Government about 1868, RUA states !
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these lands are worth today about $12,000,000.
ile has lost his reason because ol the obsession
that the lands should be returned to him. He

ig saild to have made an infinite number of
fantastic complaints which have been published
in the local newspaper. ‘

"LJUA is known to have written letters to the
President of Cuba, the frresident ol the United
States,; and the head of the Spanish Government,
demanding that the lands be returned to him.

"RUA is known throughout his neighborhood as a
cramy but harmless person, who will seize upon
anyone, I'riend or stranger to talk for hours .
about his lost land.
"In view of Senor nua's mental condition, the Embassy
suprcests that the correspondence on hand in washington
and that received in the future be destroyed."

In view ol che nature of the communications which
have been received from Mr. de la Kua, and our Lmbassy's
repeated recommendation, no actioﬁ'is being taken on the
letter dated Januany .7, 1953, which is rehurned herewith
alono with the pfeVlOu‘%COPPSQDOHQGHCP. It is left to
DC/X to determine, in agcordance with the applicable
regulations, whether the¢ sucgestion of bkmbassy Habana that

this correspondence be destroyed, Shij?j be followed.
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