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SUBJECT: Report of Economiéal, Political and Social Conditions
in Cuba under the Present Government of F. Batista.

Sir: . '

The writer of this report, Fliseo Riera~Gomez, a United States citizen and
a veteran of World War IX, having served for l years (19,2-1946) in the 3lst
Infantry Division of the U. S. Army, has compiled the data hereunder after a recent
trip to Cuba, his place of birth. This report has the sole purpose of informing
every freedom-loving man and defender of democratic principles of the suffering of
a liberty-loving nation only 90 miles away from the United States, which finds it-
self under the yoke of an unmerciful dictator and an old ally of the Communists.
It is presented with the hope that an informed public opinion in the land of Wash-
ington, Jefferson and Lincoln may be aroused to protest the existence, at its very
door, of a shameful dictatorship, so in conflict with the principles for which
these men stood and for which our wars today are being fought.

it /30

FIRST: After ten years.of revolutionary convulsions (1930~1940), Cuba achieved a
regime of constitutional and golitical stability. The 1939 elections gave the
people an opportynity to freely elect its representatives to a Constituent Assem~ » I I

bly upon which full sovereignty had been vested. All political parties were rep-~ © P
resented in that Congress, which enacted the new Constitution in effect since T -
October 10, 19L0. ; - 8
| ) Lol E
SECOND: Under the above mentioned Constitution, Cuba consolidated its civil and " <}
democratic institutions, improved its commercial and industrial ability, height- (. °

ened its economical and financial progress, and opened new sources of work for the \(j‘ g
benefit of the working and peasant classes. In the political field, Cuba had six o o
elections, in which the citizens' rights were absolutely guaranteed, having been -~ &

able to cast thelr votes without duress and with due respect to the national will, o :{
At the same time, the Communist Party lost strength, as a result of a social polit- i
ical intelligence developed bs~the constitutional governments (194L-19L8, 1948~ SO
1952), which aimed, too, at taking away from the Communist leaders the control of o %
the labor unions. o ¢
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THIRD: In March, 1952, Cuba was living in peace and the sugar cane harvest was

taking place normally. Politics was causing an upheaval of the passions, but the
electoral process was taking place within the structure of the law, The elections

were ninety days away. The civic line~up was the following: three forces were
striving for power. The government coalition, which had as its nucleus the Cuban
Revolutionary Party (A) -~ Partido Revolucionario Cubano (Autentico) and whose
presidential candidate was the engineer Carlos Hevia, a graduate from the Annapo-

lis Naval Academy and a man of undisputed moral integrity. The~govern§§nt coali-

tion had in its books one million four hundred thousand voters, which »as equiva-

lent to over sixty per cent of the total voting population. - The stronéésﬁgoppof

sition force was ‘the Party of the Cuban People (Orthodox) -- Pattido d& Ejeblo

Cubano (Ortodoxo), which had no more than four hundred thousand. votersa, s can—
didate for the Presidency was Dr. Roberto Agramonte; a renowned editon;:former
president of the University of Havana, and a professor at the Cgilege<6f Philosophy

of said institution. The third party called itself Unitarian Action (Accion Uni-
taria), with a total membership under two hundred forty thousand, or less than S
twelve per cent of the total voting population. The-presidential candidate ef t
this party was General Fulgencio Batista, who at that time was a senator for the 0
province of Santa Clara. The Communist Party's manpower was under five per cent i
of the voting population. ‘
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+ FOURTH: Under the.circumstances, and General Batista being convinced of his inev- \\\\\\
e Ytable defeat in the coming electlons, possessed of an incontrollable desire for A
.éiﬁ—'§1ctator1al powers, he joined hands with a small group of low-ranking officers in b
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the Army, the Police ‘and the Navy, as well as former members of said branches of
the armed forces, in order to carry out a plan which he had been harboring for
over a year, namely: to take over the most important positions in the armed forces
by surprise,. and, once this was done, to take for himself and his associates all
public authority, for which end he overthrew both the President and Vice President
of the Republic, suspended the functions of the legislative power, altered the
composition of the judicial power, caused the immediate annulment of the Constitu-
tion, and designated himself President of the Republic with unlimited powers,
which go from creating and increasing new taxes to the organization and operation
of civilian and private  institutions.

FIFTH: The most visible effects of the coup d'Etat of March 10, 1952, are the
following: (A) From the military standpoint.- Since the present government does
not have the least popular support, its mainstay is the Police force, which has
been granted unlimited favors and privileges, thus turning it into the foremost
power in the State and making an armed political party out of it, which was called
by the Army Chief of Staff the "Yellow, White and Blue Party", from the.dolors of
its uniform. This excessive military power entails, by itself, a negation of the
democratic system of govermment. (B) From the political standpoint.- The annul-
ment of the Constitution and the Electoral Code, which have been replaced by stat-
utes and laws drafted and modified to suit the dictator's will; the disintegration
of the political parties, and the abrogation of the basic rights of the citizens,
plus the unending violence which prevents the normal exercising of the freedom of
. assembly, of association, of thought, and of the press, the introduction of the

postal and telephone censorship, all of which proves that there is in Cuba,
against the will of the people, a regime which denies the basic principles which
are the foundations of demdcracy. (C) From the economic standpoint.- The lack
of security caused by the annulment of the Constitution, as well as by the fact
that all public powers are in the hands of one man -- the dictator —, who makes
laws, creates or modifies the taxes s alters the concept of private property, of
commerce and of economy in general, to suit his fancy, are the causes of the pres-
ent financial and economic crisis, which in turn means an increasing let~down of
business, increase of unemployment, and lessening of the buying power of the
people. This situvation is worse as the days go by, due to psychological reasons
which ally themselves with the threat of possible revolutionary upheavals, in 4he
fight in which the Nation —- which wants to get its freedoms back — on the one
hand, and the dictator, bent on asserting by all possible means his personal auth-
ority, on the other hand, are engaged; for instance: one-sided and trumped-up
elections set for the lst of November, 1953, and frequent acts of violence and
duress on the part of the Police.

g .
(D) FROM THE COMMUNIST STANDPOINT.- COMMUNISM, SUCCESSFULLY DEFEATED
UNDER THE GOVERNMENT OF PRESIDENT PRIO, WHO REDUCED ITS ABILITIES AND
ACTIVITIES TO A MINIMUM, HAS RECOVERED INFLUENCE AND POWER UNDER THE
DICTATORSHIP OF GENERAL DATISTA. 1IN FACT: 1.- WHILE ON THE ONE HAND

THE DICTATORIAL REGIME LIMITS, IN VARIOUS WAYS, FREEDOM OF THOUGHT,

EVEN TO THE DXTENT OF CLOSING UP, #OST REPEATEDLY, NEWSPAPERS, RADIO
STATIONS, AND RADIO NEWS PROGRALS, THE NEWSPAPER HOY (TODAY), OFFICIAL
MOUTHPIECE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY, HAS EVERY GUARANTEE AND FACILITY FOR
ITS PUBLICATIONS AND DISTRIBUTION. EVERYBODY KNOWS THAT HOY GETS AND
SPREADS THE PASSWORDS SENT FROM MOSCOW AND, THEREFORE, MOST OF ITS
PROPAGANDA IS OF AN INTERNATIONAL NATURE, AIMED AT COMBATTING AND DIS-
PARAGING THE UNITED STATES AND THE OTHER DEMOCRATIC NATIONS. 2.- THESE
LEANINGS OF GENERAL BATISTA TOWARDS THE COM: UNIST RARTY ARE NOTHING NEW.
THE FOLLOWING TRUTHS SERVE AS KVIDENCE OF WHAT IS SAID HERE: (a) IN . ..
1939, GENERAL BATISTA LEGALIZED THE COMMUNIST PARTY WHICH HAD BEEN OUT-
LAWED, BY COMING TO A POLITICAL AND DOCTRINAL AGREENENT WITH SAID PARTY.
(b) 1IN 1940, GENERAL BATISTA PUT THE COMMUNIST PARTY ON‘THE SOCIALIST -
DEMOCRATIC COALITION TICKET, WHICH HAD HIM AS PRESIDENTIAL “CANDIDATE,
AND INCLUDED IN ITS PLATFORM MANY OF THE BASIC IDRAS THE COMMUNIST
PARTY STOOD FOR, INCLUDING THE FAMOUS MOTTC “CUBA, OUT OF THE IMPERTAL- -
IST WAR", WHICH WAS ADOPTED BY THE CUBAN CCMMUNISTS FOLLOWING THE PACT
OF AUGUST, 1939, SIGNED BETWEEN BERLIN AND MOSCOW. (c) IN 1943,
BATTSTA, WHO WAS THEN PRESTDENT, APPOINTED DR. JUAN MARINELLO, PRESI~
DENT OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY, MEMBER OF THE MINISTRY. (d) SINCE 1939,
UNTIL HE LEFT THE PRESIDENCY OF THE REPUBLIC, GENERAL BATISTA\PUT THE
COMMUNIST LEADERS IN ABSOLUTJ CONTROL OF THE MINISTRY OF LA AND OF
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THE GENFRAL CONFEDERATION OF WORKERS (CONFEDERACION GENERAL DE TRABAJ—
ADORES), KEEPING FOR SEVERAL YEARS AS SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE CUBAN
WORKERS, MR. LAZARO PENA, ONE OF THE OUTSTANDING COMMUNIST LEADERS,
WHO HAS MADE VARIOUS TRIPS TO MOSCOW AND TO OTHER COUNTRIES BEHIND THE
IRON CURTAIN. (e) IN 19k, CENERAL BATTSTA, PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC
AND OF THE SOCIALIST DEMOCRATIC COALITION, USED ALL HIS INFLUENCE SO
THAT THE COMMUNIST PARTY COULD HAVE REPRESENTATION IN THE SENATE. AC-
CORDING TO HIS WISHES, THREE LEADING MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY -
WERE ELECTED SENATORS, JUAN MARINELLO, CESAR VILLAR, AND SALVADOR
GARCIA AGUERO. THE PRESENCE OF THESE THREE MOSCOW MOUTHPIECES IN THE /
UPPER HOUSE OF THE GCUBAN CONGRESS —- PUT THERE BY BATISTA —- CAME TO
REPRESENT A GREAT DANGER TOR THE DEMOCRATIC CAUSE, INASMUCH AS IT WAS
JUST AS GOOD AS ENTRUSTING MOSCOW WITH THE SECRETS OF CUBA'S INTER-
WATTIONAL LIFE, SPECIALLY OF ITS RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES.
AS EXPRESSED IN THE CONSTITUTION, THE SENATE HAS THE AUTHORITY TO

* RATIFY OR REJECT TREATIES, AND ITS COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS HAS

GREAT INFLUENCE ON THE DEVELOPWENT OF ALL OUR INTERNATIONAL POLICY.
3.- THE RECOVERY AND GROWTH OF COMMUNISM UNDFR THE DICTATORSHIP OF
BATISTA DERIVES, FURTHERMORE, FROM THESE TWO CAUSES: (A) THE
DE FACTQ GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN UTILIZING ACTIVE COMMUNISTS, WELL PRE-
PARED FOR SOCIAL STRIFE, IN ORDER TO DISPLACE AND REPLACE THE BONA
FIDE, WORKINGMEN IN THE KEY POSITIONS IN THE LABOR UNIONS, AND (B)
COMMUNISM ALWAYS BETTERS ITS POSITION AND CARRIES ON ITS UNDERMINING
TACTICS EASILY, WHEN IT CAN OPERATE —- AS IS THE CASE NOW —- AMIDST
A DEPRESSION OR FINANCIAL CRISIS, OR WITHIN A REGIME WHICH DENIES,
IGHORES OR VIOLATES THE PUBLIC FREEDOMS, ALL OF THESE BEING TYPICAL
CONDITTONS WHICH CREATE SOCTAL-REVOLUTTONARY TLLNESSES, FOUND IN
CUBA AT PRESENT. -

(F) THE PRESENT LUBAN SITUATION AND PUBLIC OPINION IN THE UNITED STATES AND ITS
GOVERNMENT.~ The Pan American doctrine which prevents the intervention of a
" particular people or their government in the internal affairs of another people
or government is well known and respected; but for many historical, moral and
economic reasons, public opinion in the United States cannot remain indifferent
in the face of the present Cuban tragedy. Furthermore, our problems, due to the
geographic nearness and because Cuban’'Independence was achieved in a war which
opened to the United States the trails toward its present world leadership, have
always to be of live interest for the country of George Washington. The fact
that Cuba — ninety miles from the American shores -~ is ostensibly deprived of
its public freedoms and under the sway of a military dictatorship, has to arouse
in the democratic public opinion of the United States, and of those whose business
it is to interpret and direct-it, a desire to condemn such a situation. Never was
the present time more right, since the United States is constantly calling the
free world to oppose and resist the aggression of Soviet totalitarianism, and
little could be said of these preachings if some of the peoples appealed to suffer,
in their internal life, an oppression and indignity of a nature similar to that
which they are requested to fight. Furthermore, her present democratic malforma-
tion is one of the causes of the economic crises. One of its effectg —- already
well visible — is the lessening of Cuba's buying power. For this reason, both
the people and the government of the United States should be concerned, for Cuba
occupies an important place amongst the great buyers of the United States, and the
policy of commercial reclproc1ty contemplates the continuation of her financial
prosperity. .

SUMMARY: This brief and truthful memorandum is a guide which can servé for
a full examination of the collapse which the Cuban people is suffering in its .
democratic institutions. It has been written to encourage the interest of those
people in the United States who have the duty of studying these problems and express
an oplnlon about them, beyond the inviolable limits’ of 1nternal~§overe1gnty.

I have the honor to remain,

Your§/16“

1iseo Riera~Gomez
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The Honorable The Atterney Usneral
Washington, D. C.
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SUBJECT: Report of Economioal, Politiesl snd Secial Cenditiens
in Cuba under the Present Gevernment of F. Batista.

Eirs

The writer of this report, Elisec Riers-liomesn, & Unibed States clidse and
a veteran of World War II, having served for L years (1942-19k6) in the Jist
Infantry livision of the U. S. Army, has compiled the dats hereunder after a ressnt
trip to Cuba, his place of birth. This report has the sole purpose of inferwing
every freedon~loving man and defender of democratic pringiples ef the suffering of
2 liberty-loving nation only 90 miles away from the United States, whieh finds it~
self wnder the yoke of an ummerciful dictebor and an old ally of the Comsunisbe.
It is presented with the hope that an informed public opinion in the land of Wagh~
ington, Jefferson and Lingoln may be arcused to protest the existencs, st its very
door, of & shameful dictatorship, so in conflict with the principles for whieh
these men stood and for which our wars today are belng fought,

. s e nen

FIRST: After ten yeers of revolubtionary convulsions (1930-1940), Cubs achieved a
regime of consbitutionsl and political stability. The 1939 elections gave the
people an opportunity to freely elect its representatives to a Constituent Assem-
bly upon which full sovereignty had been vesbted, ALl political parties were rep-
resented in that Congress,; which enacted the new Constitubion in effect sinee
Octeober 10, 1940,

SECOND:s  Under the above menbioned Consbitubion, Cubs consolideted i1ts civil and
democratic institutions, improved its commercial and industrisl sbility, height-
enad its econcmigal and finencial progress, and opened new sources of work for the
benefit of the working and peasant clesses. In the politiecal field, Cuba had sgix
elections, in which the citizens' rights were sbsolutely guaranteed, having been
able to cast thelr votes without duress and with due respect to the natienal will.
At the same tinme, the Communist-Rarty lost strength, as a result of & soclal polit-
iecel intelligence developed by the consbtitubional governments (194l-1948, 1940~
1952), which aimed, too, at taking away fyom the Communiat leaders the control of
the labor unions.

THIRD: Ta March, 1952, Cuba wes living in pesce snd the suger cane harvest wag
taking place normally. Politles was causing an upheaval of the passions, bub the
electoral process wes taking place within the structure of the law., The elections
were ninety days awayv. The clvie line-up was the folleowings threse forces were
striving for power. The government coalition, which had as its nucleus the Cuban
Revolutionary Party (4) ~- Partido Heveoluocionario Cubane (Autenties) and whose
presidential candidate was the emgineer Carlos levia, a graduate from the Amnspo-
Jie Naval Academy and a man of undisputed moral integrity. The government coali-
tion had in its books one million four hundred thousand voters, which was equiva~
lent to over sixity per cent of the total voting population., The strongeet oppo-
sition force was the Party of the Cuban Pecple (Orthodex) - Pertide del Pueblo
Cubano (Ortodoxo), which hed no more then fouwr hundred thousand voters. Its can-
didate for the Presidency wes Dr, Roberto Agramonte, a repnowned editor, former
preaident of the University of Havana, and a professor at the College of Philosophy
of said institution., The third party called itself Unitarian Action (Aecion Uni~
taria), with 2 total membership under two hundred forty thousand, or less than
twelve per cent of the totel voling populastion. The presidential candidate of
this party was CGemeral Fulgencie Batista, who at that time was 2 senator for the
province of Santa Clara. The Cosmunist Party's manpower was under five per cent
of the voting population, o : '

FOURTHs ynder the ciréumatanecs, and General Batista being convinced 0;>h13 insv-
iteble defeat in the coming elections, possessed of an incontrollable desire for
dictatorial powers, he joined hands with a small group of low-ranking officers in
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the Army, the Police and the Navy, ae wall ss former mesbers of sajd hrlnmhﬂt af
the armed forces, in order $o osrry out a plen which he had been harbering fer
over a year, namely: to tske over the most importent pesitioms in the armed farees
by surprise, and, once this was done, te take for himself and his associates all

~ public authority, for which end he overthrew both the President and Tice Pr-alitqt
of the Hepublic, suspended the funetions of the legialative power, altered the
composition of the judicial power, csused the immediate anmnulment of the Constd bu-
tion, and designated himself President of the Republic with unlimited powers,
which go 'from creeting and increasing new taxes to the orgsnisation and eperation
of e¢ivilian and private institutions. :

FIFTH: The most visible effects of the goup d'That of Kareh 10, 1952, are the
followings (A) From the militervy standpoint.~ Sinee the present govermment dees
not have the least popular support, its mainstay is the Police force, which hae
been granted unlimited favors and privileges, thus turning it into the foremost
power in the State and making an armed politieal party eut of it, which was called
by the Army Chief of Staff the "Yellow, "hite and BFlue Party", from the colors of
its uniform. This excessive military power entails, by itself, a negation of the
democratic system of government. (B) From the politieal standpoint.- The annul-
ment of the Constitution and the Blectoral Tods, which have been replaced by stat-
utes and laws drafted and wmodified to sulh the dictator's will; the disintegratien
of the political parties, and the sbrogation of the baslc rights of the citizens,
plug the unending violence which prevents the normal exercising of the freedom of
assembly, of association, of thought, and of the press, the introduction of the
postal and telephone censorship, all of whieh proves that there is in Cuba,
againsgt the will of the people, a reglme whieh denias thﬁ bagie principles which
ars the foundations of democracy. (C) g A vint The lagk "
of security caused by the annulment of the Cunstitution, as well as by the fact
that all public powers are in the hands of one wan - the dictator -, who nakes
laws, creates Jr modifies the texes, albsrs the concept of private property, of
commerce and of sconomy in general, to sult his feney, are the causes of the pres-
ent financisl and econowic crisis, which in twrn weans an increasing letedomn of
buginess, increasge of unemployment, and lassening of the buying power of the
people., This ziltustion is worse ag the days po by, due to psychological reasons
which ally themselves with the threal of Du% ible revelutionary upheavale, in the
fight in which the Nation ~- which wants to et its freedoms bagk =~ on the one
hand, and¢ the Jictator, bent on assoerting by all possible means hls personal aubthe
ority, on uire other hand, are engagedsy for instance: one-sided and trumed-up
elections set for the lst of November, 1953, and frequent acts of violence and
duress on the part of the Police.

g .
() ik THD CORMUNIOT STANDPOINT,~ COWRUNISH, SUCCESSPULLY DEFRATED
UNGIR TII GOVERVMENT OF PRESIDENT WHC RFDUCED ITS KPILITIR ANT
ACTIVITITS TO A MININUL, HAS RECOVERID INFLUBNCE ARND PORER UNDER THE
DICTATORSHIFP OF GFNERAL BATISTA, 1IN ACTy 1.~ WHILD ON THE ONE HAND
Tna JIbPiTORlAl RECIME LISITS, IN VARINUS WAYS, FREEDOM oF THOUGHT,
¥ OPHE PATENT OF CLOSING UP,
AND RADIO WOTE PROGRAD H,
U OF THE COMMUNIST PORTY,
LIC/TIONS AND DISTRIBUTIGN
THY PAQ"V@?D° SENT FR”

HET APE (TODAY) OTFICIAL

VERY CUARANTET AND PACTIITY TOR

VERYRODY KNOWS hAT HOY GPTS AND

7D, THEREFORE, ¥OOF OF ITS

TET, ATWRD AT 7O BsTTI\v ARD DTS

HEOCRATIC NﬁTIOHS. 2, THRST

COSKUNIST PARTY ARE WOTBHING Now.

HAT I8 SAID PERE: (2) IR .
SWLUNIST PARTY WHICH HAD BREN OUT-

TANTRINAL ACRERMENT WITH SAID PARTY.

(&)  T¥ 1940, GRNERAT BATISTA ¥ CORNUNIST PARTY ON-THE SOCIALIST

DEMOCRATIC COALITION TICKET, WHICH YAy 4IM AS PRESIDONTIAL CAMDIDATE,

435 INCLUDED IN IS PLATFORM MANY OF THE BASIC IDEAS THR COMMUNIST -

PARTY STOOD FOR, INCLUDING THE FAMOUS i .TTO *CUBA, OUT OF THE IMPERIAL- -

IST WARY, WHICH WAS ADOPTED BY THY CURAN COMMUNISTS FOLLOWING THE PACT

or “”GU°T 1939, STONTD BETWEZH & OAND MOBCOW. (e} IN 1943,

BATISTA, wno WAS THEN PRUSIDRST, APFOLNTED DR, JUAN MARINELLO, FYESI~

DENT OF THE COMUUNIST PARTY, WEMBOR OF TES MINISTRY. (d) SIKCE 1939,

UNTIL BE LEFT THE PRESIDENCY OF THE REPUBLLC, GENERAL BATISTANPUT THE
Y¥UNIST LEADTRS IN ABSOLUTE CONTROL OF THE MINISTRY OF LABOR AND OF

i

: Tﬁ“ UNIT JP%TIT ‘U‘?‘
. r OF uEW.,GR BATISTH TRk
T, FOLLOVING TRUTHS SERVE 25
1939, GENERAL UATISTA LEGALIZUD
LAWSD, BY COWING PO A POLITICAL

o may
I
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THE OENERAL CONFEDERATION OF WORKERS (comwcxos m;. DE mm.. .
ADORES), KEEPING FOR SEVERAL YPARS AS SECRETARY OBNERAL OF THE ml
WORKZRS, MR, LAZARO PENA, ONE OF THE OUTSTANDING COMMWNIST LEADERS,

¥HO MAS MADE VARIOUS TRIPS TO MOSCOW AND TO OTHER COUMNTRIES Bm m

IRON CURTAIN. (e) 1IN 1Lk, GENERAL RATISTA, PRESIDENT OF THE mm@

AND OF THE SOCIALIST DFMOCRATIC COALITION, USED ALL HIS INFLUENCE 80
THAT THE COMMUNIST PARTY COULD HAVE REPRRSENTATION IN THE SEMATE, AC-
CORDING T0 HYS WISHES, THREE LFADING M MBERS OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY

WER" TLEQTED STNATORS, JUAM MARTNKILO, OESAR VILLAR, AND SALVADOR A

GARCIA AQUYRN, THE vﬂnﬂwmc» OF THUSE THREE MOSCOW MOUTHPIRCRS IN THE
YPPER HOUSE OF THE CUBAN CONGRESS ww PUT.THERE BY BATISTA —= CAME 7O
SEPRESVNT A GREAT DANGER FOR THE DFMOCEATIC CAUSE, INASMUCH AS IT WAS
JUS™ A6 000D AS TNTRUSTING MORCOW WITH THF. SECRETS OF CUBA'S INTER-
MATTOWAL LIFT, SPRCIALLY OW ITS NFLATIOHS WI'TH THE \MITSD STATES.
A7 VYPRESSED IV THE CONSTIPUTION, T SRNATE HAS THE AUTHORITY TO
RATITY "7 BEJFOT TREATIES, AfR ITS rOIN1PTRE, OF FOREIGN ATPAIRS HAS
CORPAT TNFLURNCE O PHT DOVALOPKYNT (F ALL OUR INTERNATIONAL POLICY..
3.~ THF HECOVRRY AND GROWPH OF e allTSH UNDRR THE DICTATORSHIP OF
DATIST: WRIVES, FURTHORMORS, FROV TUSSR THO CAUSES: (4) THRE
07 PACTO GOVERNUTNT HAS RERN UTTLIZING ACTTVE COMYUNISTS, WELL PRE-
”AR”P rmp POCTAL STRIFR, TE ORLex 9 DISPLACE AND REPLACE THE BONA
FIDL VIORKINGMEN TN PTHE KEY POSITIONS IN THE LABOR UNIONS, AND (H
rn.wUNLnr ALRAYS B~T“PRS ITE POSLITION AME CARRIFS ON ITS UNDERMINING
FACPLGS RASILY, WHEN IT CAN DPURATYE - AS IS THE CASE NOW — AMIDST
PEPRESSIGN OR BINANCIAL CRISIS, «w SITHIN ¢ AVQIME WHICH DRNIES,
LomoRes Oon VIOLATES THZ PURLIC i, , ALL OF THESK BRING TYPICAL
CORDTTTIUNS WHICH CRPATY SUCLAL-i0 ¥OLOTIONMARY TLINWESES, FOUND IN
SUBA AT PRESENT. ' '

IR

(B)  Thls PR H‘“ FUBsale SITDATION AWD PULSLYY 00N IV THE URITED STATES AKD ITS
GOVERRNNMGNT, - The Pan dmexrlcan doctrine which prevents the intervention of a
particular people or thelr government in the internal affairs of another people
or government ir well known and respected; but for meny historical, moral and
economic reasons, public opindon in the United States cannot remain indifferent

in the face of the present Cubsn tregedy. Furthermore, our problems, due to the
geopraphic nearness and because Cuban Independence was achieved in & war whieh
opened to the Undited States the trails toward its present world leadership, have
always to be of live interest for the country of George Washington. The feet

that Cuba -~ ninety miles from the American shores - is estensibly deprived of
its public freedoms and under the sway of » military dictatorship, has to arcuse
in the democratic public opinian of the United Ftatea, and of those whose business
it is to interoret and direct it, =2 desire to condemn such a situnation., Never was
the present time more right, since the Unlted “tates is constently calling the
free world to oppose and rmeist the apggresalon of Soviet totalitarianism, and
little could be said of these preachings if some of the pecples appealed to suffer,
in their internal life, an oppression snd indignity of a nature similar te that
which they are requestad to fight. Vurthermore, her present democretic maiiorm&—
tion is one of the causes of the economic crises., One of its effecte - alrsady
well visible - is the lessening of Cuba's buying power. For this reason, both
the people and the government of the Umited States should be concernad, for Cuba
occupies an important place amongst the great buyers of the United States, and the
polioy of commercial reciprocity contemplates the continuation of hér finaneisl -
progverity.

SIMMARY: This brief and truthful memorandum is & guide which can serve for -

a full examination of the collapse which the Cutan people is sufferiny in its
democratic institutions., It has been written to encourage the interest of those
people in the United States who have the duty of studying these pru%l@ms and expreas
an opinion gbout them, beyond the inviolsble lirits of internal severeignty, .

{

I have the henor to remain, : Cor

Yours very truly,

52&722 242,~')4;é;715‘9?.'

Riera-Comes - y

e —— %
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. “THE ATTORNEY GENERAL®® [ :
IriALe AND NOMBER ;. '~ UNITED STATES -
I | " DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
- WO sWBMe Dz ko N - WASHINGTON 25, D. C. - .
146=1=94=0 | | |
S i
- [ DEPARTMENT OF STATE
: - -BUREAU OF
B _ S o ‘ INT AMEMCAN AFHMRS '
o oy " Honorable John Foster Dulles /

I Secretary of State 1 p// \C;7L// ‘
s . Washington, D. C.  V  “'W T a
‘ My dearrkuu Secretary: ‘

Enclosed is a copy of a 1etter dated January 20
S 1953, addressed to the Attorney General by Mr. Eliseo Riér

~Gomez, on the subject of present conditions in Cuba,

Since the subject matter of Mr, Riera-Gomez'
communication falls within the jurisdiction of your De=~

partment, I am forwarding this copy for your considera-

tion., Mr, Riera-Gomez has not been advised of this re-
ferral.,

Respectfully, -

For the Attorhey General

b penTniey ed 3SUN IWEWNOOd STU]

Assistant Attorney Gene
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. In reply refer to
PL T37.00/1-2053

My dear Mr. Rlera-Gomes:
T have been asked Lo acknowledge the receipt of youwr

letter of January 2v, 1953 regarding Cuba. Your m

has been nobed by spuroprilate officers of the Dep o

Sincerely jouus,

Por the Secretndy of States B8 =
B8 >~
B g -

Grace B. Ruckh
Assistant Co the Chief
Diviegion of rublic Lisjson
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Honorable John F. Dulles - ( ‘ ' }

" 10, 1952, has long identified himself with the cause of Communism,

-, ' ,
March 21, 1953 . eor-‘(} o w
| e TS '///(//ﬁ

Secretary of State
wWashington, D. C.-

Dear Mr. Dulles:.
The Dictatof ofJCubé, who took the government ty force on March
Now Dictator Fulgencio Bzstistz has hit the jackpot at the risk of

letting Communist agents enter the Island, and at the same time
enriching himself,

&
e @ QA
. . BB
Under the Dictator's set-up, Cuba is willing to accept as permanent & A
residents of the country s mumber of EBuropeans who can qualify *;4~
"FINANCIALLY £ND MOKALLY", Resident permits are promised for o
435 500,00 for adults. For minors under thirteen years of age the /af~4
charge is {500,00, and for those between thirteeh and eighteen P .

years of age the fee is §1,500,00, This amcunt does not include |
traveling expenses and consuler fees. But, in return, the dis-
plezced person is ofﬁgggd a one-way passport to Cuba from any coun-
try in Europe, Cuban consuls will issue transit visas permitting
entry to Cuba as permanent residents with all the rights of the
Cuban citizens, except the right to wte or to be & candidste for
office, This is illegal because it grants Cuban passports to people
who are not Cubans. The United States of America should certainly
be most concerned with this last trick of lictator Batista because
of the danger of Communist agents coming into s country only ninety
miles away from the U. S, A, These visas can be bought and are
being bought by the Communists in order to get closer to the United
States, For, what guarantee does Dictator Batista have, or ask,
thet the buropeans buying these visas are not Communist agents?

egliec-£/00

However, we should remember that it was Betista who recognized

the Communist Party in Cuba in 1939, at the time when Hitler and

Stalin had signed the Munich Pact and when the slogan of the Com-"
munist Farty was to keep all the free countries "out of the Imperialist
War®, It was he, who as Fresident of Cuba in 1943, asslgned Jusn Marinello,
pre31dent of the Communist Party in Cuba,  to an important cabinet post.
It wags the Dictator wio gave the 1eadersh1p of the labor uniops in-Cuba

~
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Fage 2 - March 21, 1953
Honorable John F. Dulles, Secretary of State

3

to the Communist rarty and kept Lazaro Pena, well known Communist
leader, as Secretary General of the Cuban Confederation of Workers.
In 1940 he was the Communist Party candidate for President, and
included in his platform many of the basic ideas and principles

of the Communists, It was Batists who-as Fresident of Cuba used
all his influence to elect three leading members of the Communist
Farty to .the Cuban Senate = Juan Marlnello, Cesar Vilar and

Salvador Garcia Aguero.

Today the Dictator has as Under~Secretary of Labor, & well known

Communist in Cuba, Arsenio Gonzalez.

We 1in the United States should keep our eyes open and carefully
watch this man; who could not live by law and order in his own
country, who could not uphcld the Constitution which he solemnly
swore to defend as Senator, and who led the treacherous blow
against the constitutional govermment of Carlos Prio, establishing -
a goverrment by f orce contrary to ¢11 the principles of democrscy,
thus creating 2 breeding ground for Communism in Cuba,.

VVery truly yours,

Eliseo Riera~Gomez
ERG:shs

2521 North Greenway Drive
Corel Gebles, Florida
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"Honorable Dwight D, Bisenbower E g,
Fresident of the United utates A %

The white House ‘ K

washington, D, C,

Deer FMr, Fresident:
' The Dictator of cuba, who took the government by force on March . iEC\
110, 1952 has long identified himself with the cause of Communism. ﬁ:m"
“ Now chtator Fulgencio Batista has hit the jackpot at the risk of . S
' 1ett1ng Communist agents enter the' Island, 2nd at the same tlme ,
_enriching himself,
Under the Dictator's set-up, Cuba is willing to =sccept as permanent j\:k
residents of the country a number of buropeans who can qualify
"EFINANCIALLY AND MORALLY". Resident permits are promised for
£3,500,00 for adults. For minors under thirteen years of age the’
charge is $500,00, and for those between thirteen and eighteen
years of age the fee is §1,500.00, This amount does not include
traveling expenses and consular fees, But, in return, the dis- . T
placed person is offered @ one-~way passport to Cuba from any NM\““M“
country in burope. Cuban consuls will issue transit visas per- W
mitting entry to Cube as permanent residents with all the rights

of the Cuban citizens, except the right to vote or to be a csndi-
date for o:fice. This is illegal because it grants Cuban passports
to people who are not Cubans. The United States of America should
certainly be most concerned with this last trick of Dictator Batista
beczuse of the denger of Commun1 it agents coming into a country only
ninety milés away from the Uo. S. A, These visas csn be bought and

are be1ng bought by the Communists in order to get closer to the
United States. For whet guarantee does Dictator Batista have, or

ask, thet the bhuropeans buying these visas are not Communist agents?
However, we should remember thet it was Batista who recognized the .
Communist Farty in Cubs in 1939, at the time when Hitler and Stalin
- had signed the Munich Fact and whéh the slogan of the Communist

Party was to keep all the free countries "out of the Imperialist War",
. It was he, who as President of Cuba in 1943, assigned jgan Merinello, )
president of the Communist Farty in Cuba, to “an 1mportant-cabinetrpost. r
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Page 2 - March 21, 1953
Honorable D, D, Eisenhower, President of the United States

It was the Dictator who gave the leadership of the labor unions
~in Cuba to the Communist Farty and kept Lazaro Pena, well known
Communist lesder, as Secretary General of the Cuban Confederation

of workers. In 1940 he was the Communist Party candidate for
President, and included in his platform many of the basic ideas

¢nd principles of the Communists, It was Batista who as President

of Cuba used all his influence to elect three leading members of

the Communist Party to the Cuban Senate - Juan Marlnello, Cesar

Vilar end Salvador Garciz Aguero. : ’ "

Todey the Uictator kas as Uﬁder—Sedrétany”of Labor, a well known
Communist in Cuba, Arsenio Gonzalez, -

We in the Unlted States should p our eyes open and carefully
watch thls man, who could not 1 by law and order in his own
country, who could not uphold the Constitution which he solemnly
swore to defend as Senator, and who led the treacherous blow
egeinst the constitutionel government of Carlos Prio, establishing
e government by force contrary to ell the principles of democracy,
thus crezting a breeding ground for Communism in Cuba,

' Respectfully,  / //j/

Y / ‘/ ‘ /
”, / e/
Ly Lo -
B .//‘( ; (7 P / ‘\ 7,/ 2 4,(’ {"\' - _,_7‘/—[,{ Al 5 .
. 'Eliseo Riera-ﬁomez//' ' : /ﬁ//
/ S .
ERG:shs ‘
2521 North Creenway Drive
Corsl Gables, Florida
P




2521 North Greenway Drive
Coral Gables, Florida

May 8, 1953

Honorable William Lantaff

United States Representative from Florida
House of Representatives

~ Washington, D, C.

‘Dear Mr. Lantaff:

Upon several occasions I have had the honor of sending you factual
articles on conditions in the country where I was born, Cuba. To
this day I have not received a reply from your office in Washington.
As a man who gave ‘you his confidence to represent me, it is natural

" that T expect you to do something about circumstances that vitally
concern me and the people of this County. There are thousands of
American citizens of Cuban ancestry living in this community who
are naturally interested and concerned with the deprivation of per-
sonal liberty under Dictator Batista. Too, it can be shown that
Cuba annually spends about %10,000,000.00 in the Miami area, and 1
feel the economic sitmation should .very much concern you.

It is possible, Mr. Lantaff, that you have not received all of

my articles, and for that reason I am enclosing herewith a copy of
each., Please read them carefully, bearing in mind that they were
written by a man who is not for or against another man, but only
against and ready to fight for the same principles for which the
United States asked me to risk my life in the Pacific.

I know that the Pan~American Doctrine ties our hands insofar as
interfering officially with the internal affairs of Latin America,
but God knows that this country has other ways and means of showing.
its dlsapproval of a situation such as exists in Cuba.

Congress, as well as the Amerlcan public, is rlghtful]y concerned
because we are losing the cold war in Latin America, but how naive
can we be? The people, not the dictators, cannot respect our pose
as prime defenders of democracy when we appear dlslntereé%ed in
their loss of liberty and freedom. .

r

I beg you to read the enclosed articles, that_you might be moved

to help a country badly in need of assistance.. n
Sincerely, :M;;”7 | ,?
/ (*{((—) x'(,- /[/i’(\w te X [071 Z..

L

Eliseo Riera-Gomez
* ERG:shs .

Fneclosures . »




""" May 8, 1953 ‘ \

Honorable George Smathers

United States Senator from Florida
Senate Office Building

Washington, D. C.

' Dear Mr. Smathers: . : T n

5

~

 You will -find enclosed herewith an article discussing personal

et ey,

insults, tortures, murders and intimidation under Dictator

‘Batista. I have taken the liberty of underlining the word
'murders!, for these men suffered death, the greatest violation

of personal right, at the hands of a bloodthirsty dictator only
ninety miles from the United States.

Mr. Smathers, I have written you several letters concerning the
deplorable conditions existing in Cuba under the regime of Dic~
tator Batista, but to date have received no reply. Cuba, the
land of my birth, is of concern not only to me bul to thousands

of American citizens of Cuban ancestry, hence I feel it should

be of interest to you. As an American citizen and veterasn of
World War II I feel I have.g*w=ight to know what my government

is proposing to do about this man, Batista, who has violated

all the principles by which we live.

Please read the enclosed article carefully, as well as the others

I have previously sent you, bearing in mind that they were written
by a man who is not for or against another man, but only against
and ready to fight for the same principles for which the Uhlted
States asked me to risk my life in the Pacific.

I ¥now that the Pan-American Doctrine ties our hands insofar as
interfering officially with the internal affairs of Latin America,
but God knows that this country has other ways and means of showing
its disapproval of a situation such as exists in Cuba. -

Congress, as well as the American public, is rightfully concerhed
because we are losing the cold war in Latin America,- but how naive
can we be? The people, not the dictators, cannot respect our poéé



Page 2 -~ Honorable George Smathers
May 8, 1953

as prime defenders of democracy when we appear disinterested in
their loss of liberty and freedom. '

‘T beg you to read the enclosed article, that you might be moved
to help a country .badly in need of assistance.

Sincerely yours,

- Ly » Q B
. - ,
e o~ s _
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/"~ TFliseo Riera-Comez ° 7
e
ERG:shs
Enclosure

2521 North Greenway Drive
-Coral Gables, Florida
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" RIVERS OF BLOOD, PERSONAL INSULTS,  TORTURE, MURDERS \“> i
UNDER BATISTA'S DICTATORSHIP -

By Eliseo Riera~Gomez
2521 N. Greenway Dr., Coral Gables, Fla.

The boldness of this dictatorship grows daily in intensity. At first
there was some effort on the part of its spokesmen to hide their treach-
erous designs on the lives of Cuban citizens, but no more. Up to a cer~
tain point, the startling coup d'etat of March 10, 1952, generated a
feeling among the credulous that Batistals usurping govermment would not
go so far.as to employ "black jack" brutality in stifling any lack of
conformity that might become apparent in-the Cuban people; by now abuse
and mistreatment are commonplace throughout the Island. Furthermore,
the present unpopular govermment, forcibly imposed on the people, has

. failed to guarantee the rights that were so dearly won in the country's
‘historic fight against despotism.

Cuba, under Batista's dictatorship, is now living the terror of its full
impact. The Dictator is interested only in repressing the efforts the
Cuban people are making to restore their Constitution and their rights;
and, as a regime of force, their methods df necessity include the lash,
the. machine gun, the black jack, torture and beatings. The reign of
terror which exists has already produced 11 dead (assassinated for polit-
ical reasons); 5l insulted, beaten and mistreated; and nine citizens

have been imprisoned and torturcd merely because they expressed themselves
as being against Batista. (There are many more such incidents but the
numbers glven here have been verified by the writer.) This bloody rule,
disguised as a "Bepnevolent Dictatorship" for the benefit of public opinion
here in our country, should be a cause for serious preoccupation to the *
people of the United States in general and to its government in partic-
ular. Constitutional and civil right, identical to our own, are being
‘violated and trampled upon by Batista. And all this is taking place not
more than 90 miles from our own shores! )

And now to cite definite cases, so that the reader may have a more
detailed idea of the ruthlessness now existing in Cuba. Some of the
data which follows has been obtained from the Cuban press by the well
known and eminent Cuban writer, Aracelio Azcuy, who has courageously v
presented the true facts to his readers.

The following are dead; assassinated under the dictatorship:

*SergJO Reina Bernardino Mederes Antonio Delgado
*Bdilberto Cruz MeslAngel Gonzalez Louis Perez
Roberto Palacios *Ruben Batista (no Mario Silva
Augustin Riera kin of the Dictator) Luis Golote

We will give here the manner in which just three of these men - those
marked above with asterisks - met their deaths:

1. May 20th ~ The assassination (at a sugar plantation near the City
of Camaguey) of Sergio Reina, a young 17 year old, who was enact-
ing the role of Marti in a play presented in commemération of
this date. In reciting his lines, he expressed some of Marti's
“thoughts against dictatorships, whereupon a soldier, Edosio
Ramirez, took offense and started a heated discussion. A Lt.
Soriado attacked Reina, his sister and others.in attendance with
the flat of his sword. When the young mah tried to defend him-
self, Soldier Ramirez killed him, .

2. July 12th - In the town of Holguin, Edilberto Cruz Mesa was
killed by the police. They tied him up, ahd beat and tortured
him, after which they put a bullet through his head and dragged
“him to a garbage dump where they left him. The hue and cry over
this incident was so great that it was necessary to arrest a

w
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policeman by the name of Hector Guerrero. Four other agqg%&
went into hiding. However, Guerrero remained at liberty in .
spite of the fact that he was supposed to have been jailed.

-3, January 15th - In the small sqﬁare in front of the University
. of Havana a group of students gathered in protestation and in

s¢ doing created some disturbance, but without violence of any
Rind, As a result of their demonstration they were attacked
by police using gun butts and bullets. On the same day students,
marching peaceably from the University to a downtown spot, were
stopped and once more subjected to attack by blows and machine
gun fire., Ruben Batista (no kin of the Dictator), who was among
the several wounded, later died.

Beaten, tortured and wounded, for having openly declared themselves
against the present regime, are:

Manuel Frometa Ruberto Balmaseda Eugenio Gomez
Ramon Gomez Roberto Perez Emeterio Socorras
Manolo Maza *Ricardo Grandall ‘Rene Roque
*Filiberto Lopez Vega Mario Kuchilan Martin Lliraldi
Dr, Eduardo Valdes Zoila Ferrer *Zoila Tejeda
Fernando Enriquez *0svaldo Albuquerque Miguel Gonzalez
Dr, Rolando Branly Orestes Perez Jose Angulo
*Jose Hernandez *octavio Hernandez Julio Cardoso
Dr., Eugenio Codina *Raul Hernandez Mercedes Fernandez
Julio Alonso Diaz . Alberto Leaon Alfonso Fortin
Modesto Jimenez, Jr. Jose Menendez Angel Diaz
Manuel J. Perez . Antonio Blanco Osvaldo Castellon
Joaquin Godoy . Francisco Rodriguez  Bebe Sanchez.
Fidaglgo Pablo Campos Eugenio Valle - ;- P

Details pertaining to the names marked above by asterisks are given
belows

1., July 2hth - The President of the Havana Bar Association addressed
an open letter to the head of the Department of Justice, Dr,
Miguel A, Cespedes, denouncing the following facts:

That he terminate the vicious, harmful and injurious practice,
employed with vexatious repetition by public security agen-~
cies such as the Military Intelligence and the Bureau of
Investigation, of hindering whenever possible any lawyers
engaged in the exercise of their profession., Not only does
this infringe on Constitutional Rights, but also violates

the Criminal Proceedings Law,

The Dean went on to enumerate explicit examples.

a, Dr. Ramiro Arango, who was maltreated by members of an
investigation organization, subjected to an abusive in-
terrogation, and whose house was ordered searched with-
out a warrant.

b. Dr. Jesus Rolando Valera was taken into custody while
professionally engaged on behalf of a client.:

2. August 9th -~ The workers on the Havana docks were accused in c¢on-
nection with their union activities and mauled. The group's .
leader, Gilberto Sandrino, was beaten to a pulp.’

3. August 13th - In the city of Nuevitas an enlisted man from the
(Army named Evelio Nodal Cerdeira, shot and seriouslytwounded
Ricardo Grandall Fernandez, a merchant. T o
L. August 17th - Several Military Intelligence agents got out of a
car and picked a fight with five students who were conversing
" near the spot where they had parked. The latter were forced
.into the car amid a shower of blows. One of the group, a young
man, 18 years of age, named Filiberto Lopez Vega, was dragged

-2 R




to Headquarters in Camp Columbiazand repeatedly‘tortufbéi” He
was hit in the stomach and choked until he was in a semi-
conscious state. Then he was stripped-«aand a knife was, passed
over various parts of his body, accompanied by threats of

- emasculation. Finally, he was shoved into a cell and left
there. ‘ o

5. August 2hth - In the city of Ciego de Avila Capt. Navarro,
Chief of Police, subjected a pharmacist named Eduardo Valdes
Figueroa to unspeakable abuse and insults and beat Raul Her-
nandez, who was left in charge of Dr. Figueroa's pharmacy.

6. August 27th - In the ciby of Mayari 23-year old Zoila Tejeda
‘was mistreated and beaten for admitting membership in a polite
ical group. She was arrested and taken to Police Heddquarters,
where she was slapped and further mistreated.

7. August 27th - The photographer for the newspaper "El Crisol",
Osvaldo Albuguerque, was attacked by members of the Army and
Navy while taking photographs on a downtown street corner.
As a result of sabre and club blows, he received several deep

. Shoulder wounds. .

8. .November 1llLth - Jose Hernandez Cruz and Octavio Hernandez
Guevara were being ridiculed by Castor I. Sosa, a watchman,
¥hen they answered back, they were carried to the police sta-
tion in the city of Camaguey where several policemen as well
ag the station's Chief, Capt. Navarro, gave them a working
over with black jacks, .rubber hoses and whips.. The President
of the Cane Growers Association, Dr. Angel Pardo Jimenez,. as

~well as their provincial president, Rogerio Rodriguez Blanca,
" registered a protest.. The victims, according to doctors'
statements, were in a serious condition. -

WOUNDED IN STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS AT THE FAND OF THE POLICE AND ARMY

This writer was unfortunate enough to be in Havana during the events of
April 13, 1953, and was present during the brutal attack by the police
arainst the University students. This was an occasion on which the
students were on their way to the cemetery for the purpose of honoring
a former companion, Riben Batista, who had been murdered in the streets
of Havana for daring to raise his voice against Batista's dictatorship.

As a free citizen of the greatest country in the world, my blood boiled
to see before my very eyes a thing that could be classified only as
pure barbarism. I saw how those students, united by a peaceable cause
into a group headed by the Cuban flag, were disbanded by police cars
driven at top speed into the midst of their gathering, The occupants
of the police cars then took to their machine guns, pistols and black
Jjacks and attacked the already dispersed students, wounding twelve,

To the Honorable President of the United States, his Cabinet, Congress,

- the Préss and the people in generali~ we, who hold in the highest re-
gard liberty and the principles advocated by Washington, Jefferson -and
Lincoln, must not remain indifferent before so desolate a picture as .
that presented by the Cuban people — the Cuban people to whom we are
bound by historic ties and who are enduring the bloody and completely
unrestrained dictatorship that exists in their country today:. I ask
vou to join me, an American citizen and veteran of the Second World .
War, in protesting against the acts of tyranny and bloodshed imposed:
by the ambitions of one man in the country where I was born.

i




| "0 TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION"
BY ELISEO RIERA GOMEZ, 2521 N. GREENWAY DR., CORAL GABLES, FLA.

We are witnessing today the psychological breakdown of the Cuban
government by force of dictator Fulgencio Batista, in which the eco-
nomic structure of the island republic of Cuba 1s on the verge of
breaking up. There is a frantic move by Batlsta's aides to announce
to the people of the island a readjustment in the coming national
budget, the cutting down of government employees' salaries, and the
firing of thousands of them in order to meet the budget. This move
will bring hunger to many Cubans! homes, as the govermment payroll
always has been Cuba's second largest, that of the sugar industry be-
ing first. In order to ralse the natlional government income, dicta-
‘tor Batista has created many taxes since he took over by force March
10th, 1952. :

These taxes are unlawful: A) Becau$e the government which established
them does not derive from the consent of the nation; B) Because this
1s a case whére the historic principle of "NO TAXATION WITHOUT REPRE-
SENTATION" may be applied, - in a true democratic country any bax
measure must have the consent of the people, through its constitu-
tional and democratic institutions, such as congress which Batista
has suspended; C) Because these taxes will bear largely on the
country's most humble classes, Inasmuch as their wages and salaries
are diminished, as many of the bagic products of Cuba's economy, such
as tobacco, cigarettes, coffee, meats, and so popular a drink as beer,
are burdened; D) Because some of the new taxes, or some of those
which have been immoderately increased, are harmful to the investment
-of capital and, 1og1ca11y, affect the spirit of free enterprise and
cripple the economic pragress of the country; E) Because these bur-
dens being illegal, affect, in their economic and psychological conse-
quences, the buying power of the country and bring on the present
economic crisis. These circumstances should serve to increase the
worry of the people and government of the United States, since Cuba
has long occupied an outstanding place amongst this country's best
buyers, in many instances second only to England, and the policy of
commercial reciprocity, which we enjoy as a consequence of the good
neighbor policy, that was evident in the treaty of 193l, contemplated,
chiefly, the perdurability of our economic prosperity; F) Because

the fiscal taxes of the dictator are.used to carry on "luxury" works,
social relilef and, mainly, welfare which is contrary to the economic
principle which states that taxes should take care of), prin01pally,
the execution of reproductive works and services; G) Because, in.
short, the people of Cuba repudlate these new taxes and measures, and,
in cortain zones, they seem inclined to revolt. This is proven by theA
recent cases of the increase of the tax on land transportation, heéd
tax of $15.00 on each Cuban leaving the country, and_a new increase
for each pack of cigarettes for natlonal consumption? 81ll being ,
recalled by the govermment after open demonstrations by. the people,
following certain historical precedents, like those that the people

of North America showed against the "Tea Tax", real origin and philo-
sophical cause of the revolutlon for the independence of the United
States, .
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New Taxes Established by Dictator Batista
K

a. Increase in the postal and cable rates.
b. Increase in the value of the Courthouse stamp until it has been
‘ doubled.
¢, Tax upon the salaries of the officials and employees of the State,
provinces, municipalities, and self-governing institutions, as
well as upon those of the working classes and employees in private
industries, according to the following scale: , .
Up to 1100 .00 per month, one half of one per cent.
From $100,00 to $200, OO three fourths of one per cent.
From = $200,00 on, one per cent. =
d. Municipal tax, five per cent, three per cent, or two per cent of
the budget, according to the rank of the municipality. ,
e. A two and half per cent tax on the bud ret of the provinclal
. governments. ' :
f. A thirty-two cent tax on each case of beer or malt brewed in Cuba,.
g« A tax of one-day's earnings on the officials and employees of the
State, provinces, and municipalities, the Legislative power, the
'Judlclary, self- governlng organizations, and the armed forces.
+h. A tax of onn~day earnings nn the wages or salary of all workers
and employees in private Industries.
-i. Two pesos to be paid by every professional, whether a college
" graduate or not.,.
. Ten cents for each head of cattle killed during the year.
. Ten cents for every bale of the tobacco harvest.
Twenty cents for every thousand Havana cigars, manufactured in
the course of a year.
m. One cent for every fourteen cartons of cigarettes manufactured
in one year.
n. Ten cents for every hundredweight of coffece produced in onec crop.
nn. Fifty cents on every.pural or city property.
0. Increase up to ten per cent of the tax rate appllcable to divi=-
dends and interests on all kinds of securities and loans.
P. Increasc in the tax on profits, up to thirty-five per cent of
said profits. . ' :
a. Increase in the tax on net revenues; up to thirty five per.cent
~of said revenuess.
r. Bxtension of the compulsory use of the stamps of the Palace of
Justice.
s. Surcharge of one cent for every fraction of the tickets of the
National Lottery o~

Others Already Recalled:

t. New increase for each pack of cigarettcs for national consumption.

u. Tax on travelers, whereby people residing in Cuba,” whether Cubans

or forbigners have to pay a tax equivalent: to fiftcen pesos,
payable prior to leaving the country, every time they do so. -

This tax is to be raised to twenty dollars, whon the individual

is over forty-five days out of the countryj furthermore, in those
cases where said absence from the country exceeds sixty days, the .
amount of one peso and fifty cents will be paid for every . : r
additional day. : -
Tax on land transportation.: : = ’ :




THE ECONOMIC CRISIS IN CUBA

By Eliseo Riera-Gomez
2521 N. Greenway Drive, Coral-Gables, Fla,

Before the evident economic crisis engulfing the Republic of Cuba in
disastrous ruin, the usurping goverrnment of the dictator Batista has no other
recourse than to admit the decrease in revenue collections and the deficit
in the State Budget.

Immediately after the March coup d'etat, we hastened to predict that if
the country did not return to political normaléy, there would be danger of a
financial collapse. But turning their backs on the demands of the citizens
and refusing to listen, the men who had conspired to overthrow the established
government dedicated themselves to the petty task of drawing up an illegal
‘Electoral Code by means of which they could continue in power.

Two months ‘before the general. electlons, convinced that the votes would
not be sufficient to back their ambition for power and in spite of constitu-
tional provisiops to the contrary, under the leadership of the dictator, »
Batista, they attacked and took possession of the government by means of a
military coup d'etat, and discarded the Constitution,

The impact of this treacherous blow produced anxiety and terror at all
levels of the nation's economic and industrial life, with the picture of eco-
nomic depression intensified by the irresponsible handling of the measure for
limiting the sugar cane harvest. The consequences of these acts began to ap-
pear in alarming forms: decrease in all productive activities; lowering of
salaries (in the sugar industry alone the wage cuts of the workers reached
one hundred and twenty million dollars as a result of the removal of wage con~
trols and the harvest restrictions); wastefulness in the administration which
during the time the dictator~has been in power has mounted to a thirty million
dollar deficit; bankruptey of innumerable industries; and sections having a
concentration of workers, thousands of whom are jobless and on the verge of
starvation.

The spokesmen of the regime came forth with a shrewd theory, composed of
a mixture of sophistry and untruths, denying the existence of the crisis. The
Secretary of the Treasury confused the issue further by publicly refuting the
existence of a deficit; and the President of the Tribunal of Audits (govern—
ment-business auditing bureau) inefficiently discharging-his duties of office,
with pretended annoyance concealed the Treasury deficit, insisting that all
mention of the economic crisis was punishable by law becauso 1t was unsettling
the country .

But very shortly facts. smothered government arrogance.” It was officially
announced that in seven months only one hundred and sixty-six million dollars
in taxes had been collected and that in the ensuing five months.it would be
necessary to secure no less than one hundred and eighty-five ml%llon dollars

additional to cover the expenditures of the national budget. Immediately the 'A

usurpers hastened to create a growing number of hew taxes (withouf approval
of Congress as this body had been nulllfled), which produced an aggregate
ievy on the taxpayers of more than twenty seven mllllon dollars and aroused
angry protests throughout the natlon

A




The economic collapse is evident. The new order of things is permeating
the country; budget slicing has brought about mass dismissals in government
departments; public works activity is paralyzed; many public services as well
as payments to government suppliers have been suspended; and veterans and state
pensioners have expressed a justifiable alarm over arrears in payments due
them,

The present dictatorship sent Dr. Joaquin Martinez Saenz to the United
States to negotiate a loan, but the U. S. A, Export Import Bank flatly refused
to lend money to the usurpers, who thereupon had to content themselves with
small loans illegitimately solicited from the Munlcipal Government of Havana
and the National Bank of Cuba.

In the meantime, the present head of the .State, Dictator Batista, raised
his own salary to astronomécal provortions and squandered millions of dollars
acquiring old pursuit planes, armored cars and tanks from the United States
and organizing a unit of one hundred-"commandos" whose sole mission in 11fe is
to puard Batista's residence. , i ,

‘The economic breakdown brought about by those who engineered the coup
d'etat has reached such an extreme that a government spokesman as impertant as
Mr. Otto Meruelo classifies the financial policy of Dr. Marino Lopez Blanco,
Secretary of the Treasury, as "An archaic theory, outside the limits of good
financial practices and the cause of a crisis which will become worse", he
affirms, "in the days to come." Mr, Meruelo, when the reorganization reached
the Department of Commerce where he functioned as Publicity Director, cloaked
his resignation in a euphemism saying, "I am leaving a post which budget cutting
made inefficient." and continued further by maintaining that "The directors
of the Treasury are not anxious to make any real effort. They prefer to
improvise everything, impose ridiculous taxes, issue dismissals en masse, create
monstrous financial amnestiéss They draw huge salaries, enjoy pleasant after~
noons on their country estates and are never in to anybody." Here is an ex~
cellent swming up, which we applaud, by an individual within the government
administration; who knows it inside out and who adwits he is disillusioned:

"I had too many illusions, but now that I have committed such a naive error

I should emphasize that what is happening is not for the best." In other words,
the failure is so resounding that even those most responsible for the regimets
propaganda publicly admit it. ‘ :

The inevitable economic depression has been brought about by the political
upheaval engendered by the coup d'etat of March 10, 1952. Only by restoring
the Republic.of Cuba's democratic institutions and Constitution and urging the
return of a government freely elected by the people can the economic stablllty
of Cuba be reestabllshed - A

Those who promlsed "Peace Employment and Progress" have 1nstead produced
misery and an economic crisis w1th only a dlsmal and rulnous out%ook for the
future. , - -
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DICTATOR BATISTA OF CUBA, AN OLD ALLY OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY, ONCE MORE
LENDS A HELPING HAND TO COMMUNIST AGENTS WANTING TO COME, INTO CUBA.

By Eliseo Riera-Gomez; 2521 N. Greenway Drive, Coral Gables, Fla.

The Dictator of Cuba, who tock the government by force on March 10,
1952, has long identified himself with the cause of Communism. Now Dictator
Fulgencio Batista has hit the jackpot at the risk of letting Communist agents
enter the Island, and at the same time enriching himself.

Under the Dictator's set-up, Cuba is willing to accept as permanent
residents of the country a number of Europeans who can qualify "FINANCIALLY
AND MORALLY", Resident permits are promised for $3,500.00 for adults., For
minors under. thirteen years of age the charge is $500.00, and for those
between thirteen and eighteen years of age the fee is $1,500.00. This
amount does not include traveling expenses and consular fees. But, in return,

- the displaced person is offered a one-way passport to Cuba from any country
in Furope, Cuban consuls will issue transit visas permitting entry to Cuba
as permanent residents with all the rights of the Cuban citizens, except the
right to vote or to be a candidate for office. This is illegal because it
grants Cuban passports to people who are not Cubans. The United States of = »
America qhould certainly be most concerned with this last trick of Dictator
Batista becatse of the danger of Communist-agents coming into a country only
ninety miles away from the U. S. A. These visas can be bought and are being
bought by the Communists in orgder to get closer to the United States. For,
what guarantee does Dictator Batista have, or ask, that the Europeans buying
these visas are not Communist agents? |

However, we should remember that it was Batista who recognized the
Communist Party in Cuba in 1939, at the time when Hitler and Stalin had signed
the Munich Pact and when the slogan of the Communist Party was to keep all
the free countries "out of the Imperialist War". It was he, who as President
of Cuba in 1943, assigned Jaan Marinello, president of the Communist Party
in Cuba, to an important cabinet post. It was the Dictator who gave the
leadership of the labor unions in Cuba to the Communist Party and kept Lazaro
Pefla, well known Communist leader, as Secretary General of the Cuban Confeder-
ation of Workers. ‘In 1940 he was the Communist Party candidate for President,
and included in his platform many of the basic ideas and principles of the
Communists. It was Batista who as President of Cuba used all his influence
to elect three leading members of the Communist Party to the Cuban Senate -
Juan Marinello, Cesar Vilar and Salvador Garcia Aguero.

Today the Dictator has as. Under-Secretary of Ldbor, a well-known commun—
ist in Cuba, Arsenio Gonzalez.

" We in the United States should keep ocur eyes open and carefullv watch
this man, who could not live by law and order in his own country3 who could
not uphold the Constitutien which he solemnly swore to defend as Senator, - -
and who led the treacherous blow against the constitutional government of
Carlos. Prio, establjshing a government by force contrary to allithe prlnClples
of democracy, thus creatlng a breeding ground for Communlsm in- uba.




BATISTA ATTACKS THE:PRESS

FREEDOM OF THE PRESS, THE BULWARK AND FOUNDATION OF
DEMOCRACY, IS SUPPRESSED BY DICTATOR BATISTA OF CUBA

‘ By Eliseo Riera~Comez
2521 N. Greenway Dr., Coral Gables, Fla.

'

The unbridled phobia on the part of the usurpers against the
dissemination of free thought has now reached such proportions
that the journalistic profession in Cuba has become an activity
plagued with dangers and threats, The Cuban newspaperman works
in an atmosphere of anxiety and terror,

After the traitorous coup of March 10, 1952, all radio programs
of a political nature were suspended and political gatherings
forbidden., On March lhth a soldier literally broke into the
offices of radio commentator Jose Pardo Llada to tell him that
he was under arrest by orders of Major Caballero, That same day
several citizens who were in front of station Radio Cadena
Havana, from which Pardo Llada broadcast, were severely beaten,
On March 18th Army forces, with the aid of firearms, broke up a
peaceful group in front of the C.0.C.0. Broadcasting Station,

Sunday, May lLth, 1952, there was a brutal assault against the
participants in a radio program known as "The University of the

Air'" at the studios of C.M.Q. Several girls and young men were

hurt and the blame laid direetly on various active members of the
"Juventud del PAUY, Batista's political party. The actual perpe-~ .
trators-of this outrage, although known, have not been apprehended.

On Monday, June 9th, Jose Pardo Llada was again taken into custody
just as he began his commentaries over network Cadena Oriental de
Radio. Imprisoned with him were several employees of a printing
firm which published a newspaper called "La Palabra", On July
21st there was an attempted assault on a newspaperman, Jesus
Melon-Ramos,by putting a bomb in his car. The near victim ac-
cused ex-Captain Leopoldo Cadenas of being the perpetrator,
Cadenas is now occupying the post of Director of National Defense,
and as such is leader of Batista's party, PAU.

In the first part of August the Ministers of Information and
Communication officially announced that, "The government of
Fulgencio Batista, although mindful of the freedom of the press,
will energetically proceed against those who indulge in the propa-
gation of lies., o » » for the purpose of upsetting the tranquility
of the social order." This warning was nothing short of useless
and ridiculous in the light of the series of outrages already
committed against the freedom of the press.

On August 5th the network "Union Radio" was suSpeﬁded]‘also the
broadcasts of commentator Pardo Llada.

In this same month Army Captain Filiberto Navarro, of Ciego de

Avila, persecuted newspaperman Diego Vicente Olivert for what he :

had written and threatened to kill him, The latter was compelled .- -
to leave town under the protection of a group of respectable

citizens in order to avoid the possibility that the boasts of the
irascible military man might become a reality. N ‘

On August 13th the journalist and lawyer, Dr. Carlos Manuel
Rubiera, was arrested without cause. . August 16th the premises
of the newspaper "La Calle" were broken into and that day's editions
confiscated, As of this date. circulation of this paper is forbidden
on the pretext that it is illegal, although the manager has met all
+the requirements necessary for publication. _

-5 ; N



~

N

- On_the early morning of August 17th a brutal attack took place

. againgt - commentator Mario Kuchilan of newspaper "Prensa Libre'.
(Time Magazine carried the story and picture.) This act has as
yet. remained unpunished. Three days later another newspaper man,
also of "Prensa Libre", Martin Lliraldi, was manhandled by the ,
police at the police station. His aggressors continued their hos-
tile attitude toward him for several days.

On August 27th photograﬁher Osvaldo Albuquerque of "E1l Crisol! was
beaten by some soldiers and sailors when, as part of his work, he
took a picture at Prado and Virtudes Streets. On September 10th Mr.
Emilio Ochoa was fined for his opinions, expressed on the radio pro-
gram "Before the Press" when answering the questions of newspapermen
appearing thereon, :

On the First of October the television time allotted to "Before the
Press", a radio program similar to "Meet the Press" in this country,
was suspended for about five months because some opposition leaders
had appeared on it and openly criticized the usurping government.

On November lith reporters for the rotogravure sections of various
newspapers were taken into custody when they tried to photograph
the deplorable condition of a main thoroughfare of Havana where
public work had been stopped for months. On November 12th, Anibal
Maestri, Rodolfo Rodriguez and Antonio Martin, along with the
cameraman Eduardo Hernandesz (Guayo), were arrested when they got off
.a plane at Rancho Boyeros on their return from a business trip to
Miami. Dn the 10th of December news broadcasts on station Radio
Continental were silenced, The same happened to "Radio Mambi". and
the  radio-newspaper news broadcast "La Palabra" of Pardo Llada, on
December 17, 1952, This time Mr., Jose Antonio Alonso, manager of
"Radio Mambi" and Jose Anibal Maestri, journalist, were arrested.

Immediately after the student demonstration of January 15, 1953,
during which Ruben Batista (no relation to the dictator) was shot
to death, the rolls of film pertaining to the event which had been
taken by‘Danuel Alonso's "Noticieros Cinematograficos" were config-
cated so that it would be impossible for the public to see on the
screen the happenings™ef that tragic alternoon when the defenseless
University students were attacked with machine gun fire.

On January 18th of this year the sports commentator "Pincho" Gutierrez
was suspended for denouncing the shameful scandals existing in the
administration of the government's Department of Sports.

The 2lst of January the newspapermen's association of the City of loron
protested the unjust detention of the director of the news broadcasting
station C.M.J.X., Dr. Pablo Castellanos, and an announcer, Gustavo
Magorra. A few days later all broadcasts of the station were suspended
as having criticized the present &overnment On January 22nd a re-
porter for the magazine "Bohemia!, Mr. Cristobal Zamora, announced that
police bearing heavy firearms had broken into his house in the middle
of the night, searched the premises, rousing the entire neighborhood,
and had teased and scoffed at his elderly seventy-six year old father
who was home alone with only a youngster for-company. On_ February 2nd
the New York Times correspondent in Havana, Mrs. R. Hart‘#hllllps, made
known that foreign newspaperman Ted Scott (of the Havana-Post) and -
Earl Coperland (correspondent for NBC of London) had Been assaulted by
members of the police force. On Pebruary Lth Dictator Batista decreed
the so-called "Radio Broadcasting Law", a new pettyfogging hlndrance

to freedom of expression and factual news reporting.




_On TFebruary 13th the FEU (Uhiversity of Havana Students Association)
announced that students Roberto Pellon and Pedro Silva had been
beaten and arrested for the sole reason that they had been sgelling
the University newspaper "Alma Mater". The Association of Law
Students made the statement that "both were taken in a police patrol
car to the Ninth Pracinet Police Station" where Lt., Colonel Martin
Perez by kicks and blows forced them each to swallow one page of
"Alma Mater". Many other University students have been molested,
insulted and placed under arrest because they, too, were distri-
buting their school's official publication.

On TFebruary 1lhth the woman journalist, Olga Espiéul, made it known
that members of the Bureau of Investigation were harassing her,
having already searched her house,

On the night of February 23rd, while trying to report the happenings
in Zapata Street, the police reporter for "E1 Mundo", Manuel de J.
Zamora, and another reporter from "E1l Pais", Miguel A, Diaz, were
violently set upon by Major Rey Castro.and forcibly prevented from
carrying out their professional duties. In condemning these events,
the Dean of the College of Journalism, Jorge Quintana, remembered
the case of the reporter Jose M. Buesa Garcia, who was relieved
of his notebook by Lt. Mario Brito while in the midst of jotting
down notes on an accident caused by a police patrol.car. On
March 10th the correspendent for various Havana dailies, living
in San Fernando de Camarones; ¥r, Angel Alvarez Quintana, asked for
personal protection in order to freely exercise his profession.
" This was brought about by the hostile attitude on the part of one
of the policemen in the town, Arnoldo Chongo Leyva, who was preventing
him from carrying out his duties as correspondent., -

The latest aggressions againct freedom of thought and the press have
taken place in the space of a week. On liarch 10th two policemen
appeared at broadcastihg station "Radio Mambi", and alleging an
unusual superior order, obliged the operators to cease transmitting.
Later, radio commentators Guido Garcia Inclan, Jose C. Rumbaut,
Armando Garcia Sifredo and Jose Pardo Llada were silenced, along
with the talks of Louis Conte Aguero and Primitivo Rodriguez. Upon
expressing their justified protests at such excessive actions,
Garcia Inclan and Parto Llada were given even longer suspensionse

n
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HOL%SE OF REPRESENTATIVES U S
| WASHINGTON D. [ |

' May 11 19531 95
| Respectfully referred to ‘

Mr. Thruston B¢ Morton
AssistantiSecretary of State-
Washlngtén 25, D. c. —~ .

Dear Thruston~{;
lLJ/
(..)

Thls constltuent takes me
to task because I have not written
him abouf-the articles he sent me.
Since théy were not accompanied by &
letter, fHEy’were never brought to my
attention, .

. Would it be possible for
- you to ask someone in Stete to review.
these articles and make some written
comment on them, so. I may reply to
Mr. Riera-Gomez.

" Regards. o
o , .
RS
- Very respectfully N
o S YLK
" - Bill Lantaff M. C —
. -- &f "
~ apo i6:47058-2 M. AO., ---;----;_-- Dlstﬂct ;
. . . A ‘ /

' 3_.».‘3 -



Dear Hr. Lantefl:

ﬁpsn receipt of the articles by kliaaa

which you transmitied with yﬁu? note of May l&, I asked

- the appropPiate officials in the Department to review and

coment upon their contents. After this has been done, I
shall write you further.
With kind regscaa.

Sincerely yours,

Thruston B. dorton
Agslesteant Secretary

The Honorable
Bill Lantaff,
liouse of liepreseatatives.

H: B};{.\ckett D' e
file to PL—Ff\
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; DEPARTMENT OF STATE

AY 121853 ¢ f&\
vt v, ot LTATE /Q . 'rb
0C/K <{: BIV. OF PUEL ICLlf'MSQN =
K& ‘ djax)AﬂlD T A
oy ll NE “ O;ol’i (0/30/5 | > \ ;
Honorable John FOthP Dullns ' lﬁ =
Secretary of State _ 74 w
. State Department . ‘ = o
Washington, D. C. » ” ~

Dear Mr. Dulles:

Mr. Secretary, I do not wish to take your very valuable time as .

I have written you previously about the Cuban situation, however, "
I am deeply concerned, as an American citizen of Cuban birth, with
the situation there., On my last visit to Havana, April 13, 1953,

I was a witness to an act which prompted me to compile the date -
enclosed herewith. Unfortunately, I-witnessed with my own eyes a
brutal attack upon the studerts from the University of Havana, an
occasion unon which the students were marching to the cemgiary to
honor a former companion, Ruben Batista (no relation to the Dictator)
who had been murdered in the strects of Havana for protesting against
Dictator Batista. The students were disbanded by police cars driven
at top spend into their midst:. then the police attacked the already
disbursed boys with machineguns, pistols and black jacks, wounding
twelve. My blood boilaggpo witness such unprovoked brutality.

I know that the Pan American Doctrine prevents the intervention of
a particular people or their government in the internal affairs of
another people or government, but for many historical, economic and
moral reasons, public opinion cannot remain indifferent in the face
of this Cuban tragedy. The fact that Cuba is deprived of public free-
dom and under the sway of a military dictatorship should arouse demo-
‘ecratic public opinion in the United States, and of those whose business
it is to interprebt and direct it, a desire to condemn such a situation.
Never was the time more ripe than at present, since the United States
is constantly calling the free world to resist totalitarianism, and
little could be said of this preaching if some of the people appealed
“to suffer in their internal lives and operation the irdignity of a
nature similar bo that whlch they are requested to flght

[

—

L

et
by Batista in his appointments of known Communists as cabinet members?T

and Communistic control of labor unions. This wag most recently

Cuba is now a fertile ground for the Commmists, aided and abetted . E%
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“evidenced on Friday, May €, 1953 when Arsenio Gonzales, a prominent

be of particularly great concern to our government in the interest of

c

Page 2 - May 11, 1953 » N
Honorable John ‘Foster Dulles

member of the Cuban Communist Party who had held the position of
Undersecretary of Labor, was promoted to the position of Minister
of Labor, )
You will find enclosed herewith an article discussing personal in-
sults, tortures, murders and intimidation under Dictator Batista.

I have taken the liberty of underlining the word 'murders', for

these men suffered death, the greatest violation of personal right,

at the hands of a bloodthlrsty dictator only ninety miles from the
United ¢ tate

This lack of liberty and freedom; and the Dictator's brutality should
be of concePn to us here in the United States,. and no doubt it should

sering justice and freedom restored to our neighbors in the Republic
of Cuba.

I myself, as a veteran of World War II, canrot separate in my own {
mind the despotism shown by this Dictator in Cuba from that against
which the United States sent me to fight in the Pacific. And that,

Mr, Secretary, is why I am attempting to inform the American public

and our government of the deplorable conditions in Cuba, conditions
which are contrary to all the principles for which we stand.

S

Very 31ncerely7

' /.
y '/’ d \ /’;/
4 U/ eir | i 2 T PSP rir gy
Eliseo Riera-Gomez g
FRG:shs =7
Enclosure ﬂj R
2521 North Greenway Drive
Coral Gables, Florida , -
>




is assigned to

3:Cuba . ,
Mr.mﬁiiéep Riera-(}omez ey

United States Senate

ey 8 e -

Washington, D. C., Moy 15 19.23

* Respectfully reférrecé to

=

Office of Congressional Relations
Departuent »f State

Washington 25, D. C.
Gentleneng

I have assured the writer of the
attacoed letter that I would be
heppy Yo bring his comaents to tioe
attention of the proper officials
in our Department of State.
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In reply refer to o , :
ARAIMID 757.00/5-1555v : .

i ﬁ S B
oo o
oE
Desr Senator Smathers: A:qfi
_ #ith your letter of May 15, 1983, you enclose /Egég ”
-8 letter from Mr, Elisec Riera-(Uomez dated May 8, ‘ e \\;M
. with which he sent you a copy of a mimeographed e (ﬂ’¥
statement concerning Cuba. 4
’ ' ' A -
Cther coples of Mr. Riera-Comez'! statement have Ulé
Leen recelved, some addressed directly to officers o &
of the lepartment snd athers by referen e from the W ”r
officlals to vhom they were originslly malled., They, ©
as well &8 youre, have been referred to the officers '
hendling Cuban affelirs, for their information and con-
slderation.
A
Jincarely your g,
Thruston E. Morton . 88_ ,
Agglestant Decretary ~ _
I < -
P .<Cﬁ\4
'5, G
The Honorable : - ’ TR N
/ N N ) GBGI‘EQ A-o Smath@rﬂg ‘ . ’ o, \-& ‘ % )
f{‘”‘ RS United States Senste.. : EE 3, \}\ »
. iy 5 , . ) 9/4" \g‘ & |
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ALEXANDER WILEY, WIS., CHAIRMAN

H. ALEXANDER SMITH, N. 1. WALTER F. GEORGE, GA.
BOURKE B. HICKENLOOPER, IOWA THEODORE FRANCIS GREEN, R. §

, R, B
CHARLES W. TOBEY, N. H. J. W, FULBRIGHT, ARIK, ACT,ON
ROBERT A. TAFT, OHIO JOHN 1. SPARKMAN, ALA. ‘

WILLIAM LANGER, N. DAK. GUY M. GILLETTE, IOWA ® i 1
HOMER FERGUSON, MICH. HUBERT H. HUMPHREY, MINN, ’R]Cnt{eb ’%{aieﬁ genaie is ass(gned to .
WILLIAM F. KNOWLAND, CALIF. MIKE MANSFIELD, MONT, . r

FRANCIS 0. WILCOX, CHIEF OF STAFF COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS RN AN

JULIUS N. CAHN, COUNSEL,

b o8 BN

R N May 28, 1953 Yo €

Mr. Thruston B. Morton ' T
Assistant Secretary of State ’
Department of State
Washington, D. C.

fiﬁfﬁV[% m/“ﬁjjfz%éé%jgxﬁgg

, b/
Dear Thruston: o LT Vﬁk’;f =3
' SR VL‘ ‘D ’

About two/ﬂéeks ago, I received the attached letter from
Eliseo Riera-Gomez. The letter is self- explanatory.

I have no way of knowing as to the reliability of the writer of
the letter. However, I am deeply concerned over its implications and
‘_. the charges contained therein.

I call your attention particularly to the third paragraph on page eone.
Just what is the situation in Cuba? What, if anything, can we do
about it?

o

LEVE PSS GG BT

IAwould deeplyxappreCLate any advice and counsel you might be able to

4
give me. § . C w
[ < @&
;J < S i \ v
Byl Sincerely yours, s
ij Ty —
o’ R
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is assigned fo

Honorable John Foster Dulles i ' i
Secretary of State , S
Depakriment of State
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

As one who directs the foreign affairs

of the greatest democracy

in the world, you must of necessity be concerned with the abro- e ;H X
gation of democratic principles and the increase of Communist ' -
activities in Latin Amcrican countries. 1
’i \’ "“"-.
K‘ = For your information, herewith enclosed you will find an article L
P which describes the latest outrage perpetrated by the Communist ;
R dictator of Cuba, Batista, who has denied his reoprle all basic b
- freedons, ¢
¢
Very sincerely, N ;
/%%a/, &gzz// égf
Z‘/ Ll s l 44‘{’1 AN ’é{\//;[’*/,-;'g. & iy
Iliseo Riera-Gonez C/:S
“RG:s - -
Inclosure <
S o 22 2
Yot -t / IR
‘cc: Honcrable John M. Cabot — Eq ig' N
Honorable Thomas C. Mann 3 o A
e e 2521 North Greenway Drive
g K/R Coral Gables, Florida
i , l”
AN8 . . siiese
£
ROV .
| cot———--
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Juneg 4 1958

In reply refer to
ARA: HID 737.00/5-2853

My dear Senator Humphrey:

_
;:' W :

¥ith your letter of May 28, you attach a letter T%
dated May 12 from Kliseo Riera-Gomez, and mention your =
particular concern over statements made by Mr. Riera-
Gomez that "Cuba is now a fertile ground for the
Communiste, aided and abetted by Batiste in his dppoint-
mente of known Communigts as cabinet members and cod-
-munlstic eontrol of labor unions.® Mr. Riera-Gomez adds
that Arsenio CGonzales was made Hinieter of Laboyr in Cuba
on Hay 8, 19563, and identifies Mr. Uonzeles as & pro-
minent member of the Juban communist party. Mr., Oongele
is frecquently alleged to hgsve been a communiet or com-
munist sympathizer. The infermation available to the
Lepartment does not show that he was ever publiely known
as a member of the Cuban coammunist party, the Fopular
Soclselist Party.

He 1s at present Undersecretary of

Labor, in charge of that minlstry during the temporary p
‘§bsenee of the Secretary.
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As you know, the gquestion of communiestic. influenece
ie of continulng concern to the Department, and is '

- followed closely in each foreign country, The situs-
tion in Cuba has been watched and considered constantly,
both before and since Batlsta came to! power, The most
recent study of that situation is dated June 16, Perti-
nent sections of 1t read as follows: :

"The allegations that Batista has main-
tained close relations with Cuban communiasts,
that he has alded the communists in various
¥ways, and that there are communiste in im-
rortant positions in his present Covernment,

oklaste

have been
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."have been made by various opponents of Batista,
and have been carefully conslidered both at the
time of the goup and subsedquently by the
Department. They are felt te deserve parti-
cularly close attention in view of Betista's
formey friendship for known communists such as
Juan Marinelleo, and the fact that persons who
were formerly Zommunists but who now claia to
have abandoned that ldeology have achieved posi-
tions of a certain prominence and influence in
the present government, particularly in the
Ministry of Labor. In view of the radically
changed world situation since Batista was last
in power in 1944, consideration has been limited

: : to statements and evente since the 8ate of the
» . Loup, March 10, 1952, ,
: *The evidence avallable to. the Department
does not support the allegation that Batista is
pro-communist. Among the factors influencing
that coneluslion are the following:

1} The Batista regime gave satisfactory i
public and private statements concerning its in-
tentions to take steps %o control international
Communism in Cuba prior to recognitiocn by the
United 3tates on March 27, 1952,

2) Since that time, Batista has continued
to take an anti-Communist vosition in publie
utterances. In a broadcast on June 12, 1952 he
stated that he would °'fight Soviet ideology with
the same energy as that with which (he) pre-
viously fought the MNazi-Fasciste'. On March 10,
1953, he called for vigilant activity 'agsinst
Communism that receives orders from Russia',
and agalnet thosw who abet 1ts agitation and en-
courgge dissension within the country.

3} ‘The Cuban representative to the United
Hatione has consistently zligned his country
s01idly with the United States against Communist
attacks, and has been prominent in the refutation

of ®any
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“of meny Communiet sllegations. Following
Batista's speech of June 12, 19563, he stated
{in the United Nations) that in the ewvent of a

- new world war ‘Cuba will oseupy her place of
honor" on the side of the free nations, snd
that Batista is fighting with all his energy to
eliminate Communism in cuba.

4) The breaking off of relations with the.
US3R on April 3, 1982 was forced by the Batlste
administration in refusing to permit diplomatie
couriers of the U33R to enter Cuba with diple-
matie pouches on Harch 21, 1952, at & time when
the USSR had not recognized the Batieta adminieg-
tration. The note of April 3, 1953 from the
Cuban Ministry of State to the Legetion at Habana
of the UBSH denied that the couriers had had the”
right to any other trestment,

§) A bill to esteblish e committee to in-
véstigate Communist sctivitieg in Cuba was 1lntro-
duced at the firet session of the Consultdlive
Couneil, on Mgy 22, 1982, The bill was
unsnimously amproved in plenary segsion of the
Counecll on August 14, 1982, In February, 19563,
2 three-man commission of the Cuban Csbinet vas
desicnated to draft = lav controlling Communiem
in Cuba. It is understroofl that such a lavw has
been dArzfted 2nd is now under consideration by
the Cabinet, The resctien of the Communist
rress gfoinst this activity has been violent,

: 6) "The administration has so altered the
eleetoral code that the Communist party will
almoat certainly be ungble to cualify for the
elections, now scheduled for June 1, 1954, The
clectorsl code of 1943 (which ¥r. Hevis wishes
to see restored) reéquired that a varty have 2%
of the reglstered voters as party members in
order to particinate., In the lsst general
elections, those of 1948, the Popular Soelalist
Party polled 2. 54% and thus quelified, The
cods, ag modified on March 7, 1853, requires
that & party obtain 4% of the registered

' @leozorate,




*sleetorate, which is almost certainly a larvger
figure than the PSP can achleve.

, 7) Since March 14/ 1962, the Batiste
administration and the militently anti-Communist
leadership of the Cuban Confedsration of Labor
have mutually supported each other,. The slli-
ance has at times &pp@ar@é shaky, but is still
in existence,

At the time of the goup, Communist
publications in Cuba attacked Betistas violently,
calling him a 'faeclist puppet of Yankee im-
perialism® among other thinge, and those publie-
cations have continued in the s.me vein since
thzt time,

2) Princlipal leaders of theﬁﬁamnanist ?
“épular Boelslist Party, such as Blas Roca,
have gublicly an@ repeatedly sttacked Batlista.
They have enaeevered go far without suceess,
t» form & 'united frgnt of the ﬂ&gses“ in
sroosition,

10} Communist hesdouarters and publishing
establishments have repestedly been ralded, and
in some csses demaged,

11} Communlste znd Communist sympathizers
havs rapeatedly been arrestad =nd detained for
cusstloning by the asuthorities.

12} Communist, and Communist-infiltrated,
meetings have Desn broken up, and reguests for
neriel 8 o hold meetings denled. N

13) JMany former Comnunists and alleged
Joumunists who had joined RBatista's Farty of
Unitsry Action, particulsrly the workers®
4ivision of the party, were left out when the
varty was reorgenized in Decembar, 1952 as
the Fagrty of Progressive Action, That group

" has since orgsnized another Party of Unitary N
5 6&; - Action, in May, 1953, thus bscoaing eomvletely

%ewaratsé from the administratian.
Sincerely yoursg,
P
i p)
Enclosure: )
Letter

. fré
&VTjQ (\1iaed)Rig§a~Gomez. ihrzgtontﬁs M°P§°n i .
sgisgtant Secretary ,(9
Roan v ’ -
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BEVARE AMERICA! BATISTA IS NOW PERSECUTING
i RELIGIOUS GROUP IN CUBA

By Eliseo Riera-Gomez-
2521 N, Greenway Drive, Coral Gables, Fla.

Batista has proven once more that the path selected by him since he
treacherously took the govermment by force on lMarch 10, 1952, and
stepped all over the Constitution which he, as senator, selemnly
swore to uphold, is one of oppression and denial of individual 1i-
berty. Cuba, under Batista's dictatorship, increases its fear and
anxiety as the dictator is interested only in repressing the efforts
the Cuban people are making to restore the Constitution and their
rights. #As a regime of force, Datista's methods of necessity in-
clude the lash, the machinc ~guns, the blackjacks, torture and
murder.\\Batista began by denying the peonle their Constitution

and right to self government; then "Freedom of the Press" and "Free-
dom of Assembly" was denied; now he is attacking "Freedom of Reli-
gion",

On May 20, 1953, the Cuban Catholic Youth Association was holding

a patriotic meeting at the public square of the City of Guanajay in
comnemoration of Cuban Independence which is celebrated there in the
same fashion that we celebrate our Fourth of July .- with patriotic
specches, parades and fireworks. This group had held this meeting
every vear on Independence Day to honor the founders of the Republic;
and had received permission from the City of Guanajay to meet in

the public square on that day. The town's highly rcespected and be-
loved priest, Father Trinidad Torrebaja, presided.

This meeting was not a political one as it was not held by a polit-
ical group, nor had it a political purpose. The feeble arguments
that the government has many times uscd in order to forbid political
meetings has no application here.

Brilliant young men followed each other as speakers. Dr, Andres
Valdespino spoke on Marti's idealism. Amalio Fiallo spoke of the

Jletters sent by General of the Cuban Liberator Army, Maximo Comez,

during the Cuban Independence War, 1895-1898. The pcople were ap-
plauding the sentiments that had been invoked in their minds by
happenings of the last century - remembrances of clean, brave and
patriotic citizens of the past were all that was discussed by these

speakers. ’

Suddenly a strong voice giving afn order was heard by the crowd.
"Five minutes more is all I give you to finish this", shouted Lieu-
tenant Angel Leon of the Cuban Army. One of the Catholic members
of the Association yelled "Long live Freedom!!" ‘'"Long live Cubal"
Amid applause and tcars, the loss of freedom and liberty was re-
flected in the sighs of everyone present there.
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Only one minute had passed since the order from the Lieutenant
when he and his men began arresting the leaders of the Associ-
ation, effectively breaking up this civic religious meeting that
was held that day. Among the arrested were Mr, Fiallo, Mr.
Valdespino and the President of the Association, Angel del Cerro.

Before such an outrageous act, some of the people that werc con-
gregated at the public square brought out Cuban flags shouting,
"LONG LIVE FREEDON! LONG LIVE THE CONSTITUTION! LONG LIVE CUBA"
And then all the people in the small town marched toward the jail
demanding the freedom of these honest and brave citizens.

The Dictator's answer to the people's demand was the machinegun,
lash and blackjack. In this attack, several were wounded and one
elderly woman remains in critical condition,

The pattern followed by Dictator Batista is the same pattern fol-
lowed by dictators throughout history. Herc in the United States
we should be very conccrned with Batista's persecution of a reli-
gious group as the Catholics are one of the most outstanding and
organized foes of Commuwnism in Cuba., If we look into Batistal's
background, we will find how closely he has been connccted in his
public life with the Communist Party, making understandable such
acts against any Association or group that fights Ccmmunism.

We must remember that Batista recognized the Communist Party as
a legal entity in Cuba in 1938, at a time when Hitler and Stalin
were allies and had signed the Munich Pact; a time when Batista
and his followers popularized the slogan, "Cuba, Out of the Im-
perialist War."

It was Dictator Batista who-assigned Juan Marinello, President of
the Communist Party in Cuba, to an important cabinet post. It was
he who then gave the leadership of-the labor unions in Cuba to the
Communist Party and kept Lazaro Pena, well known Communist leader,
as Secretary General of the Cuban Confederation of Workers, In

1940 he, Batista, was the Communist Party candidate for President,
and included in his platform many of the basic ideals and principles
of the Communists.

Later, as President of Cuba, he helped lcading members of the Come
munist Party to be elected scnators, to wit: Juan Marinello. Cesar
Vilar and Garcia Aguero, Today, the Secretary of Labor under Batista'ls
usurping govermment is Arsenio Gonzalez, a leading Communist, Tak-

“ing all this into consideration, the attack upon the Cuban Catholic
Youth Association is not surprising.

As an American citizen of Cuban birth I fought in the Pacific for
the ideals of liberty, democracy and freedom as we know them; I can
not but decry the loss of liberty and right to self goverrnment in
my homeland, a country only ninety miles from the United States,
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In reply vefor to
MID 737.00/8-1153

Daar ¥Wro Levtaff:

I vefer to your letier of Moy 11, 1953, enclosing s series of
articles on econditions in Cube prepared by Mr. Eliseo Hiers-Comes.
& vrovisionsl reply to your letbter wes made on MVay 13, 1953, end
Mise Bisele of your steff vas later advised that the matter ves
“under study by the Depertment.

Yre hiere-Gomes has slse written & considerable mamber of
other officials of the Govermment, including the President, nember
of Congress, and officers of this Qemtxm%, The tenor of m
correspondence and articles in all cases of which the Depssitment
iz sware is the same:. He makes & mwber of statenents concernd
conditions in Cube, &tﬁrimtm them indiscriminately to the mm@n‘%
Governrent, and ecm@lud@@ with the appeal that the United States take
some sort aﬁ‘ action to alter the present situation; in effect, te
ceuse the disappesrvence of the present Cubsn Government.

The present Cuban Gowermment cume. to power by a goup d'elat on
Mareh 10, 1952, orgonized and earried cut entirely within Oube.
Diplomatic rolations with Cube vere resmumed by the United States e
faction that the new regire was in effective control of the entire
rational territory, that there was no effective oppos t'tiexz smeng the

peaple of the counlry, and that the regime had given adeguate assur-
ances that it would respeet Cuba'e international comxitments. It is
felt that the situation with respect to those @@mmeraﬁam has not

appreciably elte;ed since then.

The United States adheres strietly to its internstionsl commit-
ment to refrein from intervening in the intermel affsirs of any
American Republic. That commitment as most resently stated is

contained |
The Homorable : o S

Di1l Lenteff,
House of Hepresentatives,
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< contained :m the Charter of the Organizetion of Americen Btntn

' signed at the Bogoté Conference of 1948, and ratified by the M‘hd
Stetes on June 19, 1951, consent having been given by the Senate em
August 28, 1950, Articles 15, 16 and 17 of that document ave a8
i‘ollmz o ‘

“No State or group of States has the r:lght to intervene,
directly or indirectly, for any reason wlatever, in the internsl
or external affeirs’ of any other State., The fm.'egoing prineiple
prohibite not enly ermed foroe but-also any other form of inter~
ference or attempted threat against the personality of the 8‘bau
or against its palitice.l s- eaonmnic and crul*bural elements.

"No State may use or encourage the use of coercive measures °
~ of afi economic or pelitical character in order to force the'
- sovereign will of another State end obtein from it advantapu
of any kind,

"The terri‘bory of & State is :lnv:l.olable; i‘b may no*b be: thu
object, even temporarily, of militery cccupation or of other :
measures of force teken by another State, directly or indirectly,
on any grounds whatever. No territerial ascquisitions or speeial
advantapges obtained either by force or by other means of coercion
shell be recogniged."

With reference toulir. Risra-Gomez' allegatioms that Batiste is
pro-Commmist, as you know, the question of Commnistic irnfluence is
of eontimiing concern to the Depertment, and is followed closely in
each foreign country. The situation in Cube has been watched and
considered corgtently, both before and since Batists ceme to power.

A recent study of thet situation, based on all availsble informetion
end including the allegations of Mr. Riera-Gomesn, was completed on
J’une 16 Pertinent sections of it read as follows:

"'.l‘he alleéations that Batista hes mo.intained close relatiunl
with Ouban Commnists, that he has aided the Communiste in various.
’ vays, and that there are Commmists in importent positioms in his
. : present Government heve been made by various opponente of Batista,
T : - and have been carefully oconsidered both at the time of the goup
o and subsequently by the Depertment. They are felt to deserwve =
» . perticularly close attention in view of Batista's former friend-
; ship for knoyn Communists such as Juan Marinélle, and the fact
- ‘ - that persons whe were formerly Commmists tut who now'olaim to
L have abandoned that ideology have achieved itions of a sertain
prominence end influence in the pmmntvgavgggmnt, partioulerly

P N R : ‘» ‘ : L
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in the Ministyy of Laber. Inviweftheradimll,yw
world situation since Batiste was last in power in 1944, eon-
sideration bas been limited to statements and events since the
date oi' the [, Mexch 10, 1952,

. “The evidence eveilable to the Bspértm@nt does not support
the allepation that Batiste is pro-Commmist, Among the factors
influeneing that erralusion are the followinge o

1) The Batiste regime gave satisfactory public and private
statenents coheerning its Intentions to teke steps to econtral
dnternationnl Commnisn in-Oube prior to reoognﬂ.tim by the.

United Etates on Maveh 27, 1952

- 2) "Since that tine, Batiste hae contimed to teke an anti-
Communiet position in public utterances. In a broadeast om

June 12, 1952 he stated that he would "fight Soviet ideclogy
vith the same ener;y &g that with which (he) previously feught
the Nazi-Feselets'. On Merch 10, 1953, he called for vigilant
activity 'ageinst Gormumnden thet receives orders from Russias!,

and appinst those who abet ite agitation and encourage dﬁ.saensiw
within the countyy.

3} The Cuban revresentative to the United Nations has om~
sistently aligned his country solidly with the United Stetes
againet Comwnist atbacks, and hes been prominent in the refute-
tion of many Commmist allegations. Following Batiste's speech
of Jume 12, 1953, he stated {in the United Natione) that in the
event of & new world wer "Cuba will oceupy her place of honor'

“on the side of the free nations, and that Betista is fighting
with all his energy to elininate Compmunism in Cube.

4) The trepking off of relations with the USER on April 3,
1952 wes forced Wy the Batiste administration in refusing to per- -
mit diplometic couriers of the USSR to enter Cube with diplematic
pouches on Mareh 21, 1952, at a time when the USSR hed not recog-
nized the Batista administration. The note of April 3, 1953 from
- 'the Cuban Ministry of Stete to the Legation at Habena of the
- USSR dended that the emarmra ‘had had the ri@jat to any other
mﬁmnt' . '
5} A bill to esteblish a committee to investigate (}m:amiat ’
activities in Cube was introduced et the first session of the :
Consultetive Cmmcﬂ., on May 22, 1952. The bill wes waanimously

. : - apprwed
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Wmmmmsaamwmmummmwxm.
In February, 1953, -a three-men ccumission of the Guban Cabinet
vas designuted to draft a lew comtrolling Commmism in Cube.
It is understood that such & law has been drafted and 48 now
under eonsideration Wy the Gabineb. The reaction of the Commu
pIrese agaiwt thia activity hes been violent. '

6) Thaa&ninistra’himhw 80 ﬂw@mwmm ‘

thcmmtmmmtmmwmmmw
for the elections, now scheduled for June 1, 1954.

eloctoral code of 1943 (which Mr. Hevia wishes to see mma;
required that a party have 2% of the registered voters as perty
members in order to partiecipate. In the last general électioms,
those of 1948, the Populer Socialist Party polled 2,54% end thus -
- qualified. The code, a8 modified on Mareh 7, 1953, requires that
e party obtein 4% of the registered electorate, whieh ias almst
certainly & larger figure than the FSF ean achisve, .

7) Sinee Mareh 14, 1952, the Beticta sdministration and
the militently anti-Commmist leadership of the Cubsn Confedere~
tion of Labor have mutually supported each other. The allience
has at times appeared sheky, but is still in existence,

. 8) At the time of the goup, Cormmnist publicetions im
Cube attacked Batista viclently, celling him a 'fascist puppet

of Yarkee imperislisml-gmong other things, and those publieations
have continued in the seme vein since that time.

9) Principal leaders of the Commmist Fopular Secialist
Party, puch as Hlas Rooca, bave publicly snd repeatedly attacied
Batiam. They have endeevered, so far without sucoess, to form
a 'united front of the messes' in oppositiom.

10) Commuist headquerters and publishing establishments
heve repeatedly men raided, and in some cases dammged. ‘

"11) Gmmxuniata and Commmnist sympathizers have rapeamd]y
been arvested and astaimﬁ for gquestioning hy the eunthorities.

1 12) - Communist, and cmmmist-infﬂtrawd, mmt.inga pave
bemlmolmup, and requests for permite taholdm‘um@ den:l.e&.

13) Many former Coammmists and alleged Gmm u}m ;
had joined Batiste's Party of Unitary Action, WMWW the

workers'
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vorkexs' division of the party, were left out when the party
vas reorgeniged in Docember, 1952 ss the Party of Progressive
Action. That group bas since organised snother Party of Unitary
Action, in Moy, 1953, thue becoming eempletely separated frem
the edministration.”

Sino@raly yours,
- S Thruston B, Merton
~ Asgistent Sewretery
" 3\ ~
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.In reply refer to
ARASMID 737.00/6-453
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My dear br. flera-Gomez:

The recelipt 1ls ackhovwledged of your lettiers
of ¥ay 11 and June 4,71953, concerning present
condicions in Cuba. Your letter of Kay 11, 1963
. addressed to the President was also referred to the
- Department of State, and the articles which you
encloged with your letters have been brought to the
attention of the approprlate officers of the Dgpart-
ment, \ ‘

A

Sincerely yours,

For the Sscretery of Statel’

Charleg H., Burrows
Director

Office of ¥iddle American Affalrs

- g
AV ¥ e -"'“3%
{
Cndh J Mr, -Bliseo Riers-Gomez,.
e 2521 North Groenway Drive,
‘ “ifg;»f\%‘ Coral (Gables, Florida.
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