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is assigned to'

Honorable John M. Cabot -
Assistant Secretary of State

State Department , e &~ /( -3
Washington, DeC. AEA nnf,w? 2.

Dear John: o
7 ‘ " Enclosed As the outline on Bétis’éa wh:ich is wr:.tten /3
AN i . by Carlos Hevia, who I mistakenly remembered as being . . o
et AR , 4@ Cuban General, but I see he was not' from his blography.
N He is a graauate of. the Navel Academy. o o S
§ T ' ' e N
4w v When you have ;f.‘:Ln:Lshed readlng ’Gh-ls, T will appr ec1a’be -
= :Lt if y@u w:.ll return 1'b ’co me./ P o
fi? & w:ﬁtg personal regards, I am SR
i b : S:anerelyyours, =
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‘Be Be Hickenlooper
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Carlos Hev1a,

Member of the Cuban National Junta in New York 1933,
of which former Presidents Menocal and Miguel M. Gomez
were members;

ilember of the Cuban Junta of Sevtember, 1933, of which
Dictator Batista and former President San Maritin were
members ;

Secretary of Agriculture of Cuba, 1933;

Preéident‘bf Cuba, Jaﬁuary, 1934;

Head of the Cuban Q. P, A,, orice regulating foide, 1942-1943;
Fresident of Modelo Brewery Corporation, 1946-1948;

Cnly Honorary President of the Sugar Cane Farmers' Association
of Cuba;

Minister of State of Cuba, 1945-1950;

Agriculture, 1950-1951;

‘{\,‘T

ident of the Netlonal Development Commission of Cuba,
1852

Candidate for Fresident of Cuba by a cocalition of several
parties, "Autenticos", "Democrats", Nationals", and others,
for the election that was to be held Jume lst, 1952.

Mr. Hevia is a graduate of the United States MNaval Academy;
and his father, Colonel Aurelio Hevia, fought in the Cuban
War of Independence 1895-1898, was a friend of Theodore
 Roosevelt and General Leonard %“Wood, and was Secretary of
the Interior of Cuba, 1913-1917.



h | . BATISTA AND COMMUNISM
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THE CASE OF "'THE 'CUBAN DICTATOR BATISTA AND THE COMMUNISTS"

AW \ 'by

Carlos Hevia
Former President and former
Minister of State of Cuba

At 2 A.M,, the 10th of March, 1952, farmer Dictator Batista entered
" Camp Columbia, and b offering to double the pay of soldiers, sallors
and policemen, established himself zgain as a dictator, supported ex-
clusively by the army. In so doing he discarded the Cuban Constitu-
tior and assumcd the powers of Congress. He knew the pattzrn (it was
Lenin's), when by a mutiny of the Ruscian Army the way was paved for
“the Bolshsavic Revolution in 1917. And Batista had already practiced
it in 1933 when he helpad to organize a muviny of soldiers, gailors
and policemen agninst their officers; and the Communists, informed

beforehand, attempt=d to use the mutiny to Sovietize Cuba. Only
~through the strong oprosition of democratic, nationalistic and anti-
Commmistic Cubrns - I was one of those who fought against Dictator
Machado - w s this Communistic attempt foiled, yel Batista remained
at the head of the mutinous army and rulzsd Cuba from Camp Columbia
as a dictator until elected President in 1940.

=

In 1937 Batista 2st-blished formal and important cont-cts with the
Communist Party, and during the ~arly d ys of September, 1938, ‘
(sbout the time of the Munich Pact) he ordernd the Governor of
Havana to recognize the Communist Party of Cupa as a legal entity i
and organization, which in its first by-laws registered itself as '

a subsidiary of the International Commmumists. - The recording of

the Communist Party as a legal organization was made the 13th of
September, 1/)0 in the Provinicial Governmont of Havana.

Alruady in an intimate wiion with the Commmists, Batista imme- o
diat-ly moved to wut the whole labor movemsnt of Cuba in the hands Vw“'
of the Communists, and after several interviews with Communists

Blas Roca, Lazaro Pefia and Juan Marinello, the Cuban Confederation
- of Labor was placed under the absolutz control of Lazaro Pefla on
January 22nd, 1939, in a gathering which took place under thrents

and violence supnofted by Dictator Batista.

| . .

After the recognwtlon of the Communist Party as a legal entity, and ’
with its absolute control of the labor movemsnt of Cuba, Batista
planned also to bring Communists into the government of Cuba, and to -
thot end united, in M-rch, 1939, the Communist Party.and a small
politic' 1l party called "Union Revolucionaria snd together they made
"Union Revolucionaria Communista" which took part in the clections
for the Constitutional Assembly in 1939. As h~ was alrealy.an as-—.
pirant for the presidency of the Republic, Batista utilized the Com- .
munist Party as shock troops in his political canmpaign. He gave -
them arms, money and authority to act in the whole country. And
with their help he was elected President in 1940. Batista ran for -
President on the "Social "nt-Democratic Coalition", and a member of
that coalition was the "Union Revolucionaria Communista" mentioned
above. He, Batista, adopted in his ~rogram many begsic ideas for
which the Communist Party stood, including their fomous motto "Cuba,
Out of the Imperialist Jar". At this time Hitler and Stalin were
allies. .

o



e ,0of the most 1mportant Rus31an Communlst agents in Latln Americé,
weIi known to those who had to fight Communists in this area, has
been a man who has used the names of Otto Modley,- Aron Sinckowitsz,
Jose Michélon, Abraham Grobar, and lately Favio Grébar. -He was fi-
nally chased out of Cuba in 1950 by actions. of the Cuban government ,
when the overthrown constitutional President Prio was in power. o
However, he was able to escape from the Cuban police with the aid

~ and assistance of Mr. Fomin, Charge d'Affalres of Russia at the

time, who in an official automobile of that legation took Grobar
and placed him aboard the Russian ship "Demetri Poaharig", which
entered the Cuban port of Manati the 23rd of June, 1950 to load
sugar, and left that port July Ath the same year for England. In
April, 1951, the informatien of the Cuban police was that Grobar
was in Paris, France, on his way to the Middle East.

Grobar entered Cuba for the first time in 1924. He was a graduate
of the Political University of Moscow and cam> to Cuba to organize-
the Communist Party of Cuba. In 1930 he registered as Jose
Michelon, a native of Poland, son of Mater and Rachel, registration
number 6€432 of the "Centro de Dependientas" of Havana. At that
time he already used the name Aron Sinckowitz to act as delegate

of the International Commmists in the Caribbean region. He was
captur=d by the police and was deported October 1, 1932 on the
steamship "Leerdam", under the name of Sinckowitz, steting then

he was native of Roumania, sailing for Rotterdam. In March, 1933,
with false pas ports, he entered Cuba again.

He wag in Cuba as a delsgate of the Commmists, and during the
Cuban Revolution of 1933 he attempted to convert it to a Communlst
Revolution, using banners with the Hammer and Sickle in some sugar
mills and ineciting the army to rebel in favor of Soviet Russia.
However, this attempt was put down by the then President of Cuba,
Grau San Martin.,

In January, 1935, he was registered ir the Alien Registration Bureau
under. the name of Jose Michelon, -with card number 153297, He was
captured by the police the 23rd of November, 1935, in a secret Com-
munist meeting and was sentenced to six months in prison by the
courts, and to be deported, but on the 28th of April, 1936, when
Batista was ruling Cuba as a dictator from the Cuban Army's Head-
quarters at Columbia, by decree number 1095, published in the
Official Gazette (equivalent to the Congressional Record) of the
2eth of April,’ 1936, the deportation order was revoked.

On the 27th of July,. 1936, under the name of Abraham Grobar, this
same person requested the Department of State of Cuba to issue him
citizenship papers, subm’tting affidavits that apneared to be issued
at the municipal court of the township of Batabano, stating that
Grobar had renounced his Polish citizenship and requested the Cuban.
Citizenship papers were issued in November, 1936, under the name of
Abraham Grobar. However, as these affidavits were false, criminal

‘proceedings were instituted for falsification of official documents

(No. 244 of 1938, Cuban Criminal Courts, First Section), but the
so~called Grobar was included in the Amnesty Law of 1938 At this |
time Ratl ta was ruling Cuba as a chtator. :\ g

During this period this person had variously been known as Jose :
Michelon, Otto Modley, Aron Sinckowitz and Abraham Grobar, but after
September 13, 1938 when Batista legalized the Communist Party, he
adopted the name of Favio Grobar. He was the foremost leader of
Russian Communism in Cuba; hes helped organize Marxist schools, and -
helped place Lazaro Pefia at the head of the Confederation of Labor
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of Cuba. In 1940, orders from Moscow designated him as Instructor
for Latin America, and a number of meetings were held under his
leadershlp in various countries. ,
In January, 1942, Batista being President the Russian Favio Grobar,
Delegatée in Cuba of the Caribbean Soviet Secretarlat called a meeting
of all Communists in Santiago de Cuba in which he read instructions
that he had received stating that the entrance of the United States in
the war had destroyed the campaign against that nation made by Russia
and had increased the moral influence of the United States over the
‘peoples of Latin Americaj; and that it was necessary to start a campaign
of defamation against Greal Britain and the United States with the ob-
jective of keeping the mentality of the people of Latin America favor-
able to Russia, so as to have a prepared field when in the post war
commotions Sovietization of Latin America would be attempted. After
this gathering the Central Committee of the Communist Party met in-
Havana and desigmated the Communist leader Blas Roca to tour Latin
America to the end above mentioned. In the Official Gazette of June .
18th, Batista, as President, signed the decree, number 1625, designating
Blas Roca as an official delegate of the Minister of Labor a551gned to
visit Latin American countriles.

It has been showun that Grobar was permitted by Batista to remain in
Cuba when he was Dictator by cancelling his deportation order; second,
by letting him receive Cuban citizenship papers and applying to him
the Amnesty Law of 1938; and later when the Communist Party was legal-
ized, permitting him to act freely in Cuba, organizing the Communists
and helplng them to control Cuban labor. Also, during Batista's pres-
idency, he sent Blas Roca’to visit Latin fmerica in 1942 to prepare
the minds of the people againct the United States and in favor of the
Russians during the expected post war commotions.

‘Batista, as President, elected in‘lQAO, designated Juan Marinello,
President of the Communist Farty, as Minister Without Portfolio in
his cabinet, and another Communist leader, Carlos Rafael Rodriguesz,
- became a member of the cabinet when Marinello was nominated senator.
Batista helped Communists to obtain three seats in the Cuban Senate
and several in the House of Representatives and townships of Cuba.
The Senators were Juan Marinello, Cesar Vilar and Garcia Aguero.
In 1943 Batista gave to the Communists one of the most important
international wave lengths for their radio broadeasting station,
called "1010". Also, when he vwas President, he designated as Head
of the War Propaganda Vicente Martinez (msmerll), one of the key
- men of the Communist newspaver "Hoy".

Baulsta had many meet1ngs‘w1th Communist leaders Blas Roca and Carlos ‘
Rafael Rodriguez (former member of Ratista's cabinet) bhefore the 10th -
of March, 1952, possiblj when he was preparing the coup dletat, on

the farm of his former finister of War, Sosa de Quesada (now a general

in the Cuban Army and head of legal matters for the Army) After the
coup d'etat the Communists have adopted. a very peculiar attitude of
rrotest, declaring that they were against any revolutionary or violent
att;tude directed against Batista; and working for the formation of a
ropylar front, including thcmoolves and other political parties to

work out a peaceful colutlon by that action fomentlng discord in the
opp051tlon to Batista.

Durlng the pre 1&ency of Batista, 1940—4A, the corporatlon "Notlclas

de Hoy S. A.", owner of the Communist newspaper "Hoy", was organized in _
Havatia the 9th of February, 1943, and’ reglst@red in the General Regls- \
tration of Corporations.the second of April, 1943, page 1965, folio 179, \
. book 25.  During Batista'ls term as President, this newspaper "Hoy" had :

a large c1rculat10n and government supnort.
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oo When the overthrown constltutional Pr331dent of Cuba, Carlos‘Prio,
- was Minister of Labor in 1946 he tndid Batista's fork of ‘handing -

over to the Commmists the labor movement, of Cuba, and after a: tough ;

- struggle. broke -their power and placed Cuban antl-Gommunlst labor Sl
leaders at. the head of the labor movement. ‘ : -

'Carlos Prio, as Pre51dent also attémpted to stop the antl—democratlc._;
“and ant1~Amerwcan campaign carried in the newspaper "Hoy" by-the Com- -

~ zation C..T. C., as the newspaper "Hoy" was established with money -
.pald by the Cuban workers, ‘the Cuban labor union C. T. C. claimed

S

oL

munista. "hen the ComAunlsts lost control of thée Cuban . labor - organl—;’

ownership of the newspaper. - Then the Cuban government closed it, de- -
claring that ownership .was in dispute. The Communists started legal

.action, stating that the corporatlon "Noticias de Hoy S. A." owned and
- published the newspaper. "Hoy", hot the Cuban Labor organlzatlon Ce To Coy

and declarwng in a letter to President Prio that a group of promlnent

Communists were the owners of that corporation. - In a civil suit the -
- courts declared that corporation the legal owners of the newspaper.

Then President Prio again ordered, in July 1951, the occupation of the -
paper by the police, stating that as it was owned by a group of Commu-
nists it was an illicit organization and.it was again closed.® To this
action of ‘the Cuban government, Batista made a strong: public protest

in defense of the Communlst paper "Hoy".

5‘mrom these facts it is shown that vhen PTlO was President the Communist

nPWSpaDer “Hoy" was Interrupted in its campaign against the democracies.

" And ir so doing the govbrnmnnt of Prio undid aﬂother pro—Communlst work-
of Batista. - :

‘Q'Slnce Batlota staged his . coup d'etat of March 10, 1952, the Communist

newspaper "Hoy" has had free circulation in Cuba, and' big trucks carry

‘the newspaper throughout the Island. And he is in an undercover way

: helhlng the Communists to gain again control of the labor movement of

" Cuba, ~ At the same time democratic radio commentators are silenced,
‘broadeasting stations closed, newsvaper commentators and writers  jailed

and brutally beaten.

While Batiste has forbidden public gatherings, yet the Communists have
besn permitted to have large meetings in the National Theater in Havana,
on October 10, 1952 as well as the 7th of December the same year. All
Communist 1eaaera are in Cuba withoul the government harrassing them in
the least, most of them recently returned from Russia, arriving freely

“by plane at the. Rancho Boyeros Airport. The so-called Batista's break

of relations with Russia, as mublished in the American magazine "Time",

is just the oppositeé, for Russia broke relations with Cuba, rossibly as
it had a friend in power it did not need it any longer. And we must re-
member that May 1, 1951, there were two labor parades, one of the Cuban {
democratic workers in front of the vresidential palace of Cubaj; and the
Communists and the labor section of Batwsta s Party, P. A U., marched
togother in the stadium of havanaz '

Batlsta has been in conversations with the Communists so that the so-called
Anti-Communist Law that he has claimed to be prepqunﬁ will finally be
drafted in such a manner lhat it dould be used agalnﬁt those who oppose
the chtator and favor democracy, and not againast the Qomnunlsts.

When Batista organized hlS present party, P. A. U., about 1949, ‘the Com~
munists helped him; and thousands of them, including some of their best
organizers, joined the new party; and these same Communists and their
bosses arc again gaining control of important positions in the govern- .,
ment and in the labor movement of Cuba.

‘



Due to Batista's frlendshlp, many Communlsts haye come to the front
after the coup. of March 10, 1952. Raul Lorehzo, Minister of Commerce
“in Batista's present cabinét, was a member of the Communist Secretariat
in the Province of Los Villas, 1936-1937, uS1ng the pseudbnym."Lauroﬁ
- N I

Arsenio Gonzales,’ Undersecretary of. Labor, is a former Communlst and
as Tate as the 18th of February, 1952, he was legal advisor for Lazaro
Pefia (the prominent Communist leader: 1n\whose hands Batista and the
Commuaists put all Cuban workers from 1939 until 1946, Pefia who has
been in Russia several times, together with Blas Roca and the above
mentioned Grobar have beem the three key men of Communism in Cuba),
in a legal suit to regain the %1 ion of Secretary General for the
Communists, as is shown in the jvdgment of the Cuban high court
"Tribunal de Garantias Constltutlonales and Sociales" of the Supreme
Court of Cuba, s1gned on the 18th of February, 1952 under the number
503"'051 .

A large number of Communists, some of whom are related below, are now
working with Batista's Party in the government, or as members of that
party's labor organization, for example:
Several members of %he labor section of Batista's Party,in Havang
Frovince. are Communists, among, them are, Jose Perez Gonzalez, Jose
Ternandez Molini, Msanonmﬂeszmdpz,GﬂbmﬁoGamn,de
‘Guerra Santana, and Julio Grass.

Commumnists also are Manolo Alonso, Secretario Federacion de Licoreros
¥y Refresces (union of workers of liquor and beverage industries), and
Ma Luiga de Pedro, who wishes to become Secretary General to the Union’
of Women Tobacco Workers (Gremio Despalilladoras de la Havana).

Fidel Mederos, former Councilman for the Communist Party in the City
of lMatdgnzas, is working with the F. A, U. (Ratistals Party).

In an election in the cigar makers industry after Batista's coup d'etat,.
all the anti-Communist lahor leaders were defeated, and Communist Mario
Valdes Diaz was elected Secretary General, together w1th ten other Com-
munists, to the Executive Committee. :

Pablo Sotolongo, member of the Central Committee of the Commumist labor
organization for the Province of Camaguey until recently, is now helping
the labor committee of Batista's Party in the same Province.

Justo Tamayo was olected Conaressman for the Communist Party, 1940-42,
has been a promlnent Communist leader in the Province of Camaguey until
1950 at- leagt, and is now supporting Batista.

Raul Ortla, President of the Municipal Assembly for the Communist Party
and Councilman in the City of Ilorida, Frovince of Camaguey, is now
workvng ‘with Batista's Party. ;

. Batigta's insidiousness is magnlflod by his rose. agalnst Communism, when
hn knows -that he is actually using large numbers ¢f Communists in impor—-
tant p051t10ns, especially. in workers' organizations. ~And what mekes Cuba
one of the most hazardous rlaces now is the fact that in other countries
the gttitude of the govcrnment is usually" well known, while here we have
‘chtator Batluta allied to the Communists: yet posing’ to the contrary :
‘ : T




The Oommunistlc incllnatlons and 1ndoctr1nation of Batlsta has been
recently shown in his totalitarian actions as Dictator; attacks on th
freedom of the press; discarding the Cuban Constltution, assuming the
powers of Congress qulfylng by ukase the laws \régulating the judiciary
power by retiring four justices of the Supreme Court; killing, beating
and torturing meny persons; creatlng insecurity that has caused an econo-
mic collapse; modifying Articles of the Constitution by placing the- police
and the soldiers out of the jurisdiction of the courts of the land; es-
tablishing twenty new taxes without the approval of Congress. But the
anti-Communist feeling and the love for liberty and democracy of the
Cuban people will win in the end
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s June 18, 1953

. Lear }‘murke:/ ’ « / S

I refer o ay lettey of Janei/l’i, 1953, concerning the report
you received lrom .arlos Hevia charging that the President of (uba,
General ‘atista, has maintained Communist connections, has aided
the Comamunistes in various ways, and that there are Communists in
important posilions im nis ‘lovermment, and to your telephons call
of ithis morning in which you asked for infomation concerning
Raul lLerenzo, the present Cuban iinisier of Commerce, sl Arsenio
Gonuzles, Acting Cuban dinister of Labor,

On sugust 1h, 1952, in a plenary session of the Cuban.Consulta- (:l‘

tive Council, #r., Lorenzo, who was then a member of that bedy,
stated that te had been a Commnist, but that he had separated from
tiat carty in 1925, Uis statement was made in connection with the
debate on a proposal to establish a Commitiee to investlgate Comamunis
sctdivities, which he opposed as nol being the best way to combat
Cummunism. Lorenszo stated that a betler way to do that would be
to raise the economic level of the people and eiiminate poverty.
kg mentioned in my letter of June 17, the measure was finally
pagssed unanimously. The Departrent has no information shich would
indicate that Lorenzo is now Coamunist or pro-Gommunist, or that
e hae been so during the past several vears. ;

: | W/
itecords are said to exist w.ich show that in 1938 Arsenio
Gongalez was a registered member of the Communist Farty of hevolu-
tionary Uniou (Partido Union Zevolucionaria Comunista), a precursor
of the present Cuban Communist party, the ropular Socialist iarty.
Since then he has registered as, at different times, a member of
the Liberal Party, the Cuben Hevoclutionary Party, and, since the
coup of uarch 10, 1952, of Jatista's Party of Unitary action. He

was legal counsel for known Communists in 1947, in a criminal
action. He was a member ¢f the board, 2nd legal counsel, of the
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Union

The éi'omi‘ablé '
Bourke B. 'tickenlooper,
United “iates Sena
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Union of siorkers of the Habana bus line, Omnibus mm,
that Union was controlled by Communists. It is not known Wt
he acted as legal counsel for Blas Hoca as recently as Peb:
1952, This particular point is being investigated and I will
advise you as soon as further infoymation iz received. '

The pol:t.cms of the Batista Gewmmnt in the field of IM'
and labor relations have not been in any sense pro-Communist,
and, as stated in the memorandum enclosed with my letier of
Jtme 17, that Govermment supports the anti-Communist leadership
of ’E:he uuban vonfederation of Labor.

eith every coed wisgh,

Very sincerely yours,

John %, Cabot
Assistant Secretary






