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SUBJECT:

AGTIVITIES JF cUBAR OPPOST: IOV LisADISH xO}Toqgnﬁ ;
COMTRGAT, (BLTING.  LOCAL RvﬁGTIUW““' e

In reporting the meetivyg of Cuban opposition leaders held at
New Ycrk subsequent to the recent lkontreal meeting, the Cuban
press stated it wus '"sponsored oy Accidn Civica pubang and the
'New York Ortodoxo Committee.,'" The meeting was reportedly at-
tended by "Tony® ValOia, "illo?” OCHOA, José ParDO LLADA, Dr.
AUBIO Padilla, Radl de JUAN 1/, Javier LUSCANO, Aracelio 4ZCUY,
Artonio SANTIAGO, Dr. ALONSO PUJOL ("who Lepresented Nicolé8s
CASTELLANOS at “onr eal ™), Nicolds Castellanos and others., The
purpose of the meeting is mwt kiiown: possibly a continuation of
the "war of nerves™; possibly an effort to belie reports that the
Montreal meeting was held there rather than in the U,S. due 1) to
U.3. opposition, or 2) to the inability of op.osition leaders to
enter the U.S. One apparent result of the New York meeting was
the adherence of Castellanos' PNC group (Partido Nac;onal Cubano)

to the pontreal opposition elements,

Llano MONTsS, columnist for the rejuvenated Hdbana newspaper
Pueblo, published an item on June 15 as follows: "éxclusivel
wo important persons of the opposition were called to Washington.
It appears that the U.,S. Government is interested in leaming of
things in Cuba through the mouths of opposition leaders.™ The
same column mentions an encounter between ex-Vice President Alonso
Pujol and Ramiro ARANGO, commenting that "Arango forgot his place®
(which is definitely in the lower political ecnelons%

Despite earlier reports that the Government would ™meke it
hot" for returning opposition leaders, the individuals concerned
were not molested on their return., If the Govemment originally
intended to harrass these men, it is clear that it changed its
mind. In the interim, the Government has issued few pronounce-
ments, preferring to let opposition elements bicker among them-
selves. The recent arrest' of the Ortodoxo leader Pelayo CUBRVO
had the effect of increasing his stature to the point whereyhe |
may well be the next Ortodoxo presidential candidate. This has
led Roberto AGRAMONTE, leader of another Ortodoxo faction, to

1/ Accused by the "Partido A Aprista" in Habana as having particip,

ate
in the Montreal meeting to pro ose 1nclu31on of the Communlsts*ln——ﬂiw
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assert indignantly that he, Agramonte, has been arrested more
times than .any other Ortodoxo. The Agramonte faction is"ex-
communicating® all Ortodoxos who negotiated with the man (Prfo)
“responsible for the death of Chibls." DEx-President GRAU is
stepping up his feud with other Auténtico groups (Grau consi@er~
ing himself the essence of Autenticismo). Persons and organiza-
tions in Cuba are lining up for or against the lontreal "mani-
festo." The tendency to fritter away unity through bickering
strengthens the Government and weakens the opposition.

The talk and press speculation as to whether the lontreal
manifesto may not be a cover for a counter-revolutionary attempt A
(See D-1910 of June 5, 1953) continues. The statement of the .
"Ochoaista', Isidro FIGUEROA, on his return from Montreal, that ,
Batista,wouid not accept the opposition program "by peaceful
means™ /has been taken by some as an indication that more violent
measures are envisaged.

Wﬁéther or not there exists a serious plan to resort to
arms, the Embassy is unable to judge. In the absence of more
concrete information ;/ it is considered probable that opposi-

ti on plans, at least up to the present, do not go beyond a "war
of nerves." In this connection, the Cuban Army Liaison Officer
today told the Army Attach&, Col, Elmere, that the Army considers
that the rumors of invasion attempts put into circulation by the
opposition are "fabricated" as part of the "cold war" and for

the purpose of discouraging investors and depressing the national
economy. . ' :

Pertinent press clippings are enclosed.

For the Ambassador:

”f? (’\\\ ;:) )

" Barl T. Crain
Acting Counselor of Embassy
Enclosures /' -
/ ,
- |/ Press clippings

1/ See CAS report:of June 11, 1953 (B-3) entitled "Opposition
to Batista,™ : B '
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ssPor Llane Montes

4 jExclusival. .. Dos importanies personajes de la oposi-
cién fueron llamados a Washington. Parece que al Go-
bierno norteamericano le interesa conocer las cosas de Cu
ba por boca de lideres de la oposicién. *** Bayame, Monu-
mento Nacional, necesita urgente atencién por parte de
Obras Publicas. Sus calles estan en pésimo estado, *¥%¥ Al
gunas personas han interpretado torcidamente, la nota pu-
blicada en esta seccién donde hablibamos del encuentro
entre el Dr. Guillermo Alonso Pujol y Ramiro Arango. El
Dr. Guillermo Alonso Pujol, alejandonos de la cuestién po-
litica, es uno de los hombres publicos mas caballerosos y co-

. rrectos en su trato con periodistas y politicos. En ningin
momento tuvimos intencién de molestarlo con nuestra no-
ta. Vimos la parte graciosa de ese encuenfro en Montreal.
Si algo hay. de censurable, es para nuestro amigoe Ramiro
Arango, que olvidé la jerarquia. *** E] viernes por la ne-
che, el antomovil nimero 7,340, tiraba. por el Maleeén unos .




