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The Aruy Attuché ot this Lmbassy, Col. Vincent k. Elmore, = %

has submitted a report (1-77-53) entitled "Probable 3Success of

an Attempted Invasion-of Cuba." The Army Attaché states he
submitted the report not because he considers it likely an in-~
vasion may be attempted, out on instructions to submit his views
as to the probability of success of an invasion were it attempted.
It is assumed a copy of this report will be transmitted to the
Department by the Department of the Army.
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The sense of the Army Attaché's report is that if Batista
ig alive ut the end of azn atbempted invasion of Cuba he will "ol
still be in control of Cuba and the invasion forces defeated. ~
The srmy athaché believes, however, that if Iresident Batista -
were removed from the scene chaos would oe likely and the chanceg)
of the invaders to seize control would then be enhanced. He
considers it very possible thet with Batista gone the armed
Forces night split into opposing groups with & possibility of
fi ghting between them. He discusses the possibility that Gen-
er als CaRTILLO or URIA might be <ble to control the Armed Forces
until civil government were re-estcblished.
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The Imbassy wgrees Lhual Sabtista would probably be able to
meintain himself in opower in any invasion attempt, provided he
escaped assassination. It also wgrees Lhet a very difficult
situation, pessibly leading to chaos, would result in the event
of Batistals assassination.

In view of the extreme difficulty in organizing and assembl-
ing men and materiel for an amphibious operation of military
significance, the DLmbassy doubts that an operation of this type
:nd scope 1s under serfious consideration or could be pushed to
a successful conclusion if attempted., The :ublicity being given
the alleged invasicn plot--publicity presumably ut out by the
opposition--would indicate a war of nerves racher %g%n & .serious

: military operation. The Embassy recognizes it is not 4 saible
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The action office must return this permanent record copy to DC/R flles with an endorsement of attion taken.
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[ that some men and equipment could be landed in the hope of
enlisting the cooperation and collaboration of the populace
and at least part of the Arwed Forces. The Army Attaché is
of the opinion an operution of the latter type would be doomed
bo failnre., Unless morale of the Armed Forces has deteriorated
to a degree hitherto unsuspected, vthe Hnbassy assumes the Batista
regime would be capable of suppressing insurrectional activities
of the ULype envisaged,
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For tihe ambassador: S —
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Barl T. Crain )

acting Counselor c¢f LEmbassy
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