Air Pouch . [ MREQTRI CTED B \ DO NOT TYPE IN THIS SPACE
T PRIORI IY T ) ) %«_( ST('C;;7E; C[(l.f_fiﬁ{‘ﬂl‘f()ﬂ) . ! ’ e ’ . OO - :
FOREIGN SE R VICE DESPATCH - £ 737M/5 3
- FRrOM AMEMBASSY, HABANA | 1726
TO . : THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, ‘VAS[IIN(;']‘()N. May 7, 03;[?53
REF
ACTION BEPT. PRI ?- s
Fu;§§vph [XE“&* & CH;I EmlA % vlpg ;i ~f'f€/ﬁt
Use Only. RECD ™ 7 |¥ orHER “ AR YT
kp MAY 8 ¢ g B
susiect:  REPORTS FROM MEXICO REGARDING: ARRESTS OF CUBANS

SAID TO BE REVOLUTICNARIES. ’

In a press release dated Aprll 30, 1953, the Ministry of
Information announced that "through of ficial channels" the . X
Cuban Government had learned of the detention by Mexican author-‘
ities of Eufemio FERNANDEZ Ortega, ex-Chief of the Secret Pollce
Segundo CURTI, ex-Minister of the Interior, ex-Colonel Oscar

" DIAZ, Juan RIOS Montenegro, an aviator, and Céndido DE LA TORRE,
exgﬂlderman of Habana. The release said that "compromising docu-
ments" were seized that revealed plans to attack the coasts of
Cuba and the modus operandi of arms contraband.

The Minister of Information charged that the detentions in
Mexico were a "link in the chain of intematiocnal disturbances
being caused by the so-called Caribbean Legion" in which the
Mamaroneck affair had been another, He also accused ex~President
PRIO of investing a "good~part of his large fortune in an insur-

rectional plan, the prime objective of which included the indis-
criminate bombing of the city of Habana."

ggL-Q/ﬂO'Lsi

At the same time, the local press began carrying a series of
press despatches from Mexico City regarding the reported arrests
and supposed concentrations of mercenaries for an invasion of
Cuba. The despatches principally quoted Excelsior of Mexico City
and gave a confused picture of denials of arrests by Mexican
arthorities, Excelsior insistence on the detentigns, Prfo demial

. and Curti ridicule of invasion plotting, Prio protestlng arrests
and the Mexicans setting the men free, Mexican investigations,
and finally,; the "arrests" explained on the basis of the men
having gone to the police as informants regarding plotting,

Various Cuban Government spokesmen comment ed on the reports. ~~
The Minister of the Presidency minimized the reports but de-
clared that the Government was prepared to maintain law .and order,
Army Chief of Staff General TABERNILLA disclaimed knowledge of
reported dropping of war material in Cuba by planes from other .
L_ countries and said that the countryside, the coasts and the air
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[ﬁ are closely watched. The Minister of Information called Prio's
denial of plotting and his counter-accusation of Batista financ-
ing of the Mexican reports a "smoke screen™ to cover his own
activities, The Minist er stated that ™no one in Cuba is upset
at his plotting since it lacks ideological and moral foundation.®

The reports from Mexico City did not create much of a stir
in Cuba. They are the latest of a series of rumors amd reports
of revolutionary activities and as such have little novelty or
scare effect. The present general mood of the people is not in
favor of violent solutions of political problems, and even the
Communists abjure violence, although probably as a tactical move, |
"There cannot be a very great number who are unaware that Batista |
is not likely to have neglected precautionary measures against
which an invasion expedition such as that suggested by the re-
ports from Mexico would have glight chance of success so long as
the armed forces remain faithful to Batista. .

Pertlnent,cllpplngs are enclosed.

For the Ambassador:

" Barl T. Crain
Acting Counselor of Embassy

cc: Amembassy, Mexico, D.F.
L
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MEXICO CITY, Aprll 29 (AP)

Noticias” -reported today that 300
“mercenaries”. have': concentrated
on the Yucatan: ‘coast for- an inva.
sion of - Cuba ‘There was no con.
‘firmation of the: report from other
quarters here.

were recruited by forces of the op-
position to Pres. Fulgencio Batista.
" | It said the majority were Mexicans
but that Cubans, Guatemalans,
Costa- Ricans were included.

The paper said the plan was to
move these soldiers of fortune in
small sailing hoats - tor Cuban
coasts in the near - future, Once

seize some coastal towns t0 serve

as centers for armed reVolf,‘ aga,mst
: B_atlsta :

“Ultimas NO 6 o= ’
vement wags: osie
dent Carlos ‘who

! spends part:

The afternoon newspaper “Ultimasl i

“Ultimas - Noticias” said ‘the 3()0‘

disembarked, it added, they wouwd.
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CubanExiles
jArre‘/S't»e‘ d
In Mexico

Eufemio Fernandez and other
supporters of exiled former Cuban
President Dr. Carlos Prio Socarras
have been arrested by the Mexican
authorities, 'the government. of
President Batista learned yester-
day through official- channels, ac-
cording to the Ministry of Infor-
madtion,

Arrested together with Fernandez
were Segundo Curti ex-Minister of
the Interior, Oscar Diaz, ex-Colonel
of the Cuban Army, the aviator Juan
Rio Montenegro and former alder-
man Candido de la Torre,

According to the information re-
ceived by the Cuban government,
compromising documents revealing
not only plans: to attack the coasts
of Cuba, but also the mammer in
which they have been 'smuggling
amms into Cuba, taking -advantage
of the hospitality of the countries

which have given them reguge,

were found onm the arrested men,
who will be brought before the
Mexican courts.

The arrested men have tried to
contact ex-President Prio, who is
considered in Mexican circles as the
head of the insurrection movement,
in which he has invested around
$7,000,000,

In connection with this news
from Mexico City, Minister of In-
formation Ernesto de la Fe declared
yesterday thet the Mexican event«
is no more than a.link in the|
chain of international disturbances !
which the so-called Caribbean- Le-
gion is causing, the previous link
in which was the seizure of large
quantities of war material in the

New York State town of Mamaro-~

neck.

‘He said it was not surprising tha:t
ex-president Prio, who permitted |
bloodshed in the streets -of Havana
when he was President, should
have investea a large part.of his
huge fortune in.a planof insurrec-
tion which included the indiscrimi-
nate b(pmbmg of the city of Hav-
ana.

He remarked reports. of la.ndings
planned at various ports of Cuba
and of the . recruitmént' of “wmer-
cenaries to form expedifionary for-
ces and said. the Batista govern-
ment . is keeping, a.close watch |
the activities of gl these’

.

‘|been no confn‘ma.tzon of . st
|| troop ‘concentration; and. the Cube
| Embassy itself in' Mexico s B
not headed of. it i

i| the “men. supposedly~
! sa.xd 2

(Contlnued from Page 1)
SOcanas friends had been ane't
in Mexico.

All government offices were closed
for:the May Day: celebration. and
officials ‘could ‘not  be' reached.

The newspaper Ultimag Notlcxas
several days ago..printed a tory
saying. 300 mercensries: financed by
Prio were. in” the: Yuéatan peninsula
preparing for.an a.ttack on th
an, mainland.
However,

since then there

. Newspapers - in. Yué

found no




‘Excelsior’ Insists
Police Hold Cubans,
But Police Say No

MEXICO CITY, May 2 ) — The
‘newspaper “Excelsior” says it has
proof local police are holding five
well-known Cubans suspected of
plotting to overthrow the present
Cuban Government by armed in-
vasion. Police themselves deny hold-
ing any Cubans oh such charges.

“Excelsior,” in a front-page story

a . reporter saw the men in police
hes,dquarters The reporter was
plom":tly ordered out of the room
wath the warning that the men
'were being held incomunicado.

“xcelsior” identified the men, all
.former aides of exiled Cuban Pres-
‘ident Prio Socarras, as:

Eufemio Fernandez, former Chief
of the Secret Police under Prio; Se~
gundo Curti, former Interior Min-
ister; Oscar Diaz, former Colonel
in the Cuban Army; Juan Rios
Montenegro, aviator; and Candido
de la Torre, Havans City official.

in its Sunday morning edition, said.

“Excelsior” sald further that the .

arrests had been made at the re-
quest of the Cuban Ambassador two
days ago.

The Cuban Ambassador, Francis-
co de Miranda y Varona, said ear-
lier today he had ho official in-
formation about arrests made in
Mexico which his own Government
had announced yesterday.

Mexican officials, including those
of the powerful Interior Depart-
ment, also had denied any know-
ledge of such arrests.

However, “Excelsior” sald the five

Cubans had been arrested, Bre being
held incomunicado, and that accord-
ing to informed sources the men
had obtained arms and men to
launch an invasion of Cuba,
~ Unconfirmed reports from Yuca-
ten earlier this week said 300 armead
mercenaries were in the peninsula,
ready for an invasion financed by
" Prio, -
' “Excelsior” said the. men being
‘letained here were be ing treated
iwith full courtesy.
; The newspaper said all had been
»vamg here at the same hotel (Re-
‘fonma, Continental) at which Prio
'"Himself makes his headquarters
when in Mexico City.

The newspaper said all efforts to

* (Continued on Page 2)
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‘EXCELSIOR". . . .

(Contlnued from Page 1)

contact the men had failed, and
that officials consistently said “we
have no such men” when questioned.

MEXICO CITY, May 2. (B
Mexican officials said today they
knew nothing about reports that a
group of former Cuban officials
had been arrested here in connec-

tion with an alleged plot to attack
Cuba.

Cuban Ambassador Miranda, who'

was scheduled to see the Mexico
City Police Chief about reports from
government spokesmen in Havans,
was forced to break the appoint-
ment because of illness. Meanwhile,
the Mexican Ministry of the In-

terior sald none of its agents had.

made any arrests or investigated

'tack Cuba,

reports that 300 mercenaries were
Yucatan peninsula preparing:to ay

Reports appeared in the Mexican’
newspaper “Ultimas: Noticlas” which'
said the mercenaries were: financed’
by ex-President Prio. :

Cuban Minister of: Information
De la Fe said Friday five ex-Cuban:
officials, friends of Prio,  were ar-
rested by Mexican authorities and.
information disclosing intent ‘to at-
tack the Cuban coast. had: beqn
seized.

The Memcan Security Bureau said
it had made B rests - an
ceived no ordery. ?g ‘arrests, i
ico City Police Chief Miguel Moli- |
nar sald his men had not: arrested
any invaders and “it is not’our re-| |'
sponsibility, anyway.”

Ambassador Miranda said: earlier
that he had no official information
about the arrests... :

o om
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" MIAMI, Florida, May 2. (AP).—
‘Segundo ‘Curt), Jorme‘;‘Cuban In«
| terlor Minister, laughed  today at

reports that he and other former

In ‘Mexico City In connection with
an alleged plot to gttack Cuba.

Curti said Cuban President Ba.-
tista's “Minister of Information ig
cbviously very poorly informed”
Curti, who has g home in Miamt,
added that he had not been in
Mexico since February,

The Cuban Information Minister,
Ernesto de 1a Fe, sald Friday night
that five former Cubhn officlals,
all friends of the exiled ex-Presi-
dent, Carlos Prio Socarras,” had
been arrested in Mexico and thal
information was seized “disclosing
an intent to attack. the Cuban
coast.”

Curto, who accompanied Prio to
Mexico after Batista overthrew the
Prig regime .in March, 1952, said:

“The announcement of . the
‘arrests’ in Mexico simply reflects
a state of nervousness on the part

having sinned, now fear to be sin.
ned against,”

MIAMI, Florida, May 2. (p)—
Former President Carlos Prio So-
carras of Cuba today branded as
“absolutely false” a report from
Mexico that his Iriends are fin-
anecing a projected ‘invasion of Cy.-
ba.

Prio, in exile in Miami, told the
Miami Herfd that the report, pub-
lished in the newspaper Ultimas
Noticias at Mexico, City is “abiso-
lutely lacking in veraclty.”
“There is nothing to {t,” he said,
“That 15 ' propaganda, paid for by
Batista.,” (He referred to Cuban
President Fulgencio Batista, who
ousted Prio in a bloodless coup in
March, 1952).
“The people of Cuba are fully
capable of liberating themselves
without the necessi*ty of -invasion
from any directipn.”
Prio arrived é his Miami home
Monday fr exico Cily and said
he plens tgl eturn there soon.
The Mgdean report said 300
“mercenfties” was assembied on a
remote coast of Mexico for an am-
phibious invasion of Cuba.
bt let—

gencio. Hatliti of Cuba. .
Ambazsadsr Franciseo Yan-
da y Vardna- said, ho ' h
would tdlk later in the day wit:

the Mexico City Pglice Chief,

Newspapers here carried ?he sto-
'y on a concentration in Mexico® of
soldiers of . fortune ‘planning:to In-
vade Cuba, gnd. the Hivatia gov-
ernment said last night a group had
been arrested. - . S
. The fact’ that the Ambassador
will see: Mexico City officlaly: would
indicate - that any: ;possible arrests:
were made_ here, although the al-
leged. invasion forces: were’ reported
concentrate tan, . = oo

Cuban offlclals had been arrested’

of Batista and his henchmen, who, -
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Watch K'ept

In Air, Says .

- 1953

Army

Minister of the Presidency Dr. And;ésrboinihéo,~'M
Ies del Castillo yesterday minimized- the importance of
ports from Mexico of a planned invasion ofCubg, but

the government is prepared and peace and order is assured.’
Army Chief Major Geperal Francisco Tabernilla:{old
reporters: “We have no news about war material ‘dropped
in Cuba by planes from abroad. And I wish it to be clearly
understood that we havé established a very efficient vigil-
"ance in the couniryside, along the coasts and in the air.”

“In accordance with the wishes
of President Batista,” Gen. Taber«
nilla continued, “the armed forces
will attack novody, but we shall
know hcw to defend ourselves if
we are attacked.

“What we want is peace and tran-
quillity for the nation.”

When reporters questioned the
Minister of the Presidency on re-
ports of a projected invasion of Cu-~
ba allegedly organized by Cuban
exiles in Mexico, he sald: “The
Government of Cuba has no official
news on this conspiracy and the
threat of invasion, although the
arrests made in Mexico lend & cer-
tain aspect of veracity to the re-
ports sent out by the different
news sgencies.”

The Minister added: “IV is quite
impossible that 700 to a 1,000 men
armed with rifles could take the
island and much less that they
could bombard Havana., The Army
is perfectly preparec and the go-

3

vernment is keeping a careful watch
over the situation.”

In conclusion, he sald: “In reality
all this has little importance; but
the. entire Cuban people can rest
assured -that the Cuban Govern-
ment has completely guaranteed
public peace and the lves and
property of citizens.”

Alberto de la Camps, a high of-
ficial of the Ministry of State,
auestioned yesterday about news
that Mexican authorities had frus-
trated an expedition against the Cu-
ban government, in which arms
from Guatemala were reportedly in-
volved, said, “We trust in the as-
surances of friendship repeatedly
offered by Presidext Arbenz and the
Guatemala Ministry of State and
in the good relations which are
maintained by the Governments of
Guatemala and Cuba. (The Cuban

that Sabre jet pilots had shot down
Ambassador in Mexico declared

yesterday that he had no official
confirmation of the news which the
press had circulated. He had an
appointment with the Mexican Chief
of Police to ask for information, but
cancelled it due to illness. The Me~
xican police said they had no com-
ments to make unt{l after they had
spoken with the Cuban Ambas-
sador,)

Ex-President Prio denied In Mia-~
mi yesterday that he or his friexids
I financed any planned invasion of
Cuba, ,

The Cuban government sald Fri-
day It had been informed that five
Cuban exiles had been arrested in
Mexico City. Yesterday it was re-
ported extraofficlally that Col. Ra-
fael Izquierdo, alde to ex-President
Dr. Carlos Prio Socarras, was among
the men arrested. o : -

It was reported from Pinar del
Rio yesterday that Army forces had
arrested seven University students
at Congolacion del Norte, accusing
them of carrying forbidden arms
and of using clothing reserved’ for

j|the Army. It is.not known whether

this ha%-any connection with the
reported invasion, . - |

The students were held for the
Urgency Couft:-but are expected to
be released. Questioned by news-
men, they sald they had arrived at
Consolacion del Norte from Havana
to climb the peak known as Pan de
‘Guajalbon and-had brought s map,
“macheets,”" knlvei and knapsacks
for the purpose, '

)
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" For Plotting

Movement Has No Moral
Basis, De la Fe Says

Ex_President Prio’s denials of
revolutionary plots against the pre-
sent Cuban government are just a
smokescreen he is trying to throw
up fo hide his, subversive activities
in the Caribbean, Minister of In-
formation Ernesto de la Fe said in
as ‘official statement issued yes-
terday. He referred to recent decla-
rations made by. the former Presi-~
dent in the United States in con-
nection with events in Mexice, in
which Prio said the Batista Govern.
ment had paid for pubhcation of
the Mexican reporfs.

“Dr. Prio Socarras well knows,”

- he added, “that the news of the

different arrests of his followers in
Mexican territory were transinitteo
by cable agencies of recognized in-
tegrity, with cannot be bought, as
the millionaire ex-president is. we'l
aware. .

“A man of short memory, Dr.
Prio seems to have forgotten his
recent declarations in which ne
"asserfed textually: ‘In" Cuba they
Are conspiring under the very nose
of President Batista;

“Although nobody in Cuba i3
worried about his plot because it
lacks ideological and moral’ foun-
dations, 1t is true that he has made
considerabls investments to create
an atmospherée -of unrest Which
provide means to damage the natio-
sal economy, “A: good . part of the
money from the spurious destruc-

tion of deteriorated bills’is being

used In this

ake-believe war.

ior of. the ..
 Curtl, he *
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: governm t ofﬂcla

nied 'the

rustrated.arims sl’?!pment from
Tampico and of .a concentration of
soldiers of fortyne on.the Tabasco
coast. Back of the whole cloud of
mystery and controversy was a, re-
port that Cuban revolutionaries had
enlisted and armed 300 men. They
were supposed to be on the Yutatan
peninsula waiting for small sajling
vessels to take'them. o Cubay:. %

The report has néver e

firmed but it s%urré‘ﬂ Meé&ﬁ

ered with a thin "Veil¥
anything is gomg on. OV

rested, to be released a
later after exiled Preside
Prio Socarras returned
U. S. to intercede for them.

i Prip’s totel reported all day that
'meither he nor any of hi§ friends
‘were in. Police officials said they
,still knew nothing of any arrest,
[ The ‘Interior and Foreign Minis-
'trles said the same. So did the Cu-
'pan Embassy.

o~

. &

MEXICO CITY, May 4. (3)—The
newspaper “Excelsior” has accused
government officials of withhpl i
news of what the paper sald;
the detention of five Cuban
in Mexico City. In a strongly
ed editorial, the newspaper char
ed the government with unjustifieq
censorship. ..

It said -officials withheld news
that five.exiles .had:dbeen ;letained

Wi

night thaf,
Prio Socal'ras
to Mexico City.
da, and that the
reportedly were “dp
released and hs
'hotel headguartem :
Government - offielals had denled
that any Cubans were held, despite
the fact that reporbers insisted they’

guarters::
. The “Excelslor” edito ot
menting ‘on the ‘reports; al
serteg, thhholdmg of
ng a mockery of ‘Mexic:

I had seen the exiles at police head- -




