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Subject: Dismissal of Police Chief CARRENO FIALLO
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I Yrave the honor to refer to the Embassy's ‘I‘e eg é

No. 349\of May 14, 10 a.m., reporting the rather s
"transfer" of Colonel Carrefio Fiallo from the powerful

post of Chief of the Cuban Polloce to the lnnocuous position
of Cuban Military Attaché at Mexico City. As background

to this long-expected development there are quoted below
two peragraphs from the Embassy's Year-End Political Re-
view, Despatch No. 899 of January 14, 1946:

"There were no Cablnet changes during the
perliod under review, but there were changes of
equal significance in the Army high command.
President Grau's policy has been to eliminate the
politically troublesome rank of General entirely
except for the Chief of Staff (Genovevo PEREZ
DAMERA) and up to December 2i there was only one
other active officer of thls rank remaining in
the Cuban Army and none in the Natlonal Police.

On that date, however, he elevated two Colonels

to Brigadier General - Gregorio QUEREJETA y Valdes
and Ruperto CABRERA y Rodriguez. Querejeta, an
able 60 year o0ld Negro now commanding Cabafia Fort-
ress, was designated as Inspector General and
Cabrera, commandant at Camp Colomhia, as Qnarter-
master General. The appeal to the Negro vote in
the elevation of Quersjeta (giving them "another
MACEO") was obvious, but speoulat: on immodiatoly
began to the effect that there was n
significance behind this mave. '
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areas. At the same time there has;bé =
friction and rivalry, as previously reported be-ﬁ
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Reliable rumor now has it that the loyal General
Cabrera will take over the Police and that
Carrefio Fiallo will be compensated by elevation
to Brigadler Gensral as Quartermaster, in whioh
position he would be directly under the coatrol
of Genovevo., At the same time Querejeta and the
other elderly remaining Brigadier GOMEZ GOMEZ,
would be honorably retired end the chalin-of-
command to Grau and Genovevo safely established,
It remains to be seen whether the redoubtabl®d
First Lady will permit her protegé to be thus
innoocuously kicked upstalrs, but the development
would be a logical extension of a year-old Grau
policy to assure the subservience of the Army and
Police to the civil executive - a good objective
if the olvil executive is 1tself honest and rese
ponsible to Congress and the people",

Ags will be noted from the above excerpt, it was an-
tioipated in January of this year that the power of Car=-
refio Fiallo would be definitely subordinated to that of
his rivsl, Chief of Staff Genovevoc Perez Damera, but it
then appeared that the influence of the First Lady, Doila
Paulina ALSINA, would be sufficlent to assure a nominally
higher position for her protegé, such as the rank of
Quartermaster General. It is interesting to note that in
this case she was apparently unable to stem the combined
pressure of Genovevo and of public opinion; probably one
reason was that her own new son~ine-law, Pollioce Major Pablo
SUAREZ, was implicated in one of the many crimes that
Carrefio failed to solve - the cabaret killing of the student
DUPOTEY (See Embassy Despatech No. 1336, March 27).

Except as an indication that the arbitrary and arro-
gant power of the First Lady 1s not unlimited, the removal
of Carrefio Fiallo does not necessarily refleot any great
ecredit on the Administration. The position of the Chief
of Police was always a hopeless one, from the point of
view of law enforcement, In the first place, he was a
soldier and a politiolan rather than a trained professional
police official; in the second place, he was prevented by
higher nuthoritiol from taking any effective action against
political orimes of violense, most of whieh have obviously
been engineered by fanatio Auténtico gangsters. On the
oriminal side he was foroed to leave murderers unapprehend-
ed or allow them to escape; on the ocivil side he was estop-
ped by the loose comstruetion of tho laws and by result-
ant Court deoisions from taking any effective action
against blaock-market oporntors and grartors."

This situation olearly playod not only into the hands
of Genovevo, but also into those of the Opposition on the
eve of the June 1 elections, The Adminiatration'a obfus~
cator extraordinary, Ssnator Eddy CHIBAS, and other spokes-
men, caa now procleim a new era of police reform and law
enforoement as a result or Garroﬁo Iiullo's replacement,
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Smoke will thus be cast over one of the main Opposition
grounds for attack - the "law and order" theme, which
hes been pointedly stressed from afar by ex-President
BATISTA and underlined in fiery prose by Journalist -
Senator VASCONCELOS in frequent broadcasts and newspaper

erticles,

The pro-tempore successor to Carrefio Fiaello, Colonel
Alvaro MORENO, 18 a veteran Pollce Inspector with no pare~
ticular political influence and no outstanding enemies.
It would seem to be sound Administration political strate
egy to keep him in office until the June elections, after
which he will probebly be replaced by a militery politi-
clan directly loyal to Genovevo and the President. It
is noteworthy that (after the window-dressing ceremony
at the Palace, at whiech Dr. Grau and the Cuban Ambassador
to Mexico solemnly announced Carrefio's new appointment)
an immediate oconsultation was held with Genovevo and his
protegé Cabrera prominently in attendance, along with
Moreno. It would thus appeer that General Cabrera is
still the most likely ultimate suotessor, for reasons in-
dicated in the excerpta quoted above,

Regardless of who attains the title, however, there
is little hope for any improvement in Cuban law enforoe=
ment unless Preasident Grau feels strong enough after the
election to purge his own party of the lawleas gangster
and student elements who have always been an integral
part of the Auténtico battle - whether against MACHADO,
Batista or the Communists. It would seem unlikely that
he would be inclined to challenge these elements and the
rising power of the Communists simultanecusly, but should
he do so, by means of the establishment of a strong, in-
dependent and trained Police Force, he would command
widespread publio support on both issues. Further develop-
ments in this connection will be reported by airgram or
telegram.

Respeotfully yours,
For the Ambasasador:
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H, Bartlett VWells
Second Secretary of Embassy
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349, May 14, 10 p.m.

Press announces that on May 13, Col Carreno Fiallo
vas relieved as Chief of National Police and designated
Military Attache at Mexico City departing end this week.
Col Alvaro Moreno Redriguez, Inspector General of Police,
designated acting chlef. :

Removal of Carreno Fiallo was doubtless necessitated
by long succession of unsolved and unpunished crimes with
political implication which have marked his one and onehalf
years in office. Public clamor against these disorders
has been reaching crescendo on eve of elections. While
Carreno Fiallo probably knows authors of these crimes he o
heas been unable to act because of loyalty to Grau and

8

knowledge that prcasscution would embarrass President. ~
Removal therefore appears sound administration political :_
move. Full report by airmail. o
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