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SUO J EC T · Ambassador's Call on President Ur rutia on ~iay 6. 

On May 5 I told Minist'er of State Agramonte t hat I would 
like to pay a courtesy call on President Urrutia. I s t a t ed 
that I particularly wished to thank President Urrutia for 
some friendly expressions regarding the Unit ed Stat es and 
regarding me personally which he had included in a t elevi
sion addr'ess last week. The interview Was arranged for the 
following day at 6:00 p.m. Minister Agramont e was also 
present. Our conversation covered a variety of topiCS 
along more or less conventional lines. I Was impressed 
by President Urrutia1s cordiality and friendliness toward 
the United States and by his realization of the roLe that 
private enterprise must play if Cuba is to continue to 
develop economically and to move ,· toward the objective of 
a higher standard of living for all Cubans. The President 
stated that it would be only in case Cuba fell back in the 
struggle for economic improvement that Communism would 
find opportunities for control here. I endeavored, with 
what success, I do not know, to impre ss the President with 
some of the factors involved in economic development other 
than the providing of very large sums of money, and I also 
tried to indicate the relative slowness of over-all progress 
even in those countries which have the most outstanding 
records in this respect. 
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