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PASS ARMY, NAVY, AIR. . L L
Fol will mcvexent which apparently began about 4 this morning

Gen?Bdixmua hag ta¥en over Habana practically without opposition.

Batista 1ls at Camp Columbia and is acting as army chlef staffid g
while Ccol Cantillo, former head Alr Force, hag azreed serve ag =
ad jutant gen. Col Cantlllo states all\mil forces in country ¥ @
bernlrd Batista. However, at least one ‘radlo station Camaguey 7 _,¢
broadeasting in favor Prlo an hour ago. : )

~J
8]
e din [ifth district Habana under Col Perez Alonso =
v this morning he still loyal te govt but nothing
heard recently ard apparently no fighting in Habana so presumablxj
1% also has Jjolrned revoltb. h¥ ~.¢
Two persons raported killed at Pres Palace early thils worning. Cd
Avout eigh% this morning Palace press secy gave me copy declara- __
tion which he sald Prilo had drawn up 1n Pres Palace clalming mil o~
in provinces lcoyal to govt and exhorting people resist. However(n
Batista forses in charge radlo statlons and declaration not to’ py
broadcast. I% has Just been published by press however.

Pres Frilo left Palace 8:20C. His present whereabouts unknown<

The fovr genaerals of Cuban Army under arrest in Batista's finca
near Habana. Col Cantlllo accepted post adjutant gen after

congualiting forwer shilefl of staff, Caberera, who 18 one of those
vrider arreat.

Conasulate Santlago and consular agent at Camaguey report all

guilet. One statlon Santlago broadcast Commle charge US insti--

gated revolt to get troops for Korea. Station now off air.
CTC gen strike 1n favoer Prio forecast.
: #) \/77/“}3'-
Adirport and dockworkers reperled ordered oat on strike., Jmujal¥*
reported 1n custody.

‘ ﬁ{ Coastguard
RLg‘I‘RlCTWD mcmmy INF@R&ATIOW REPROTUCTION uH
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-2- $599, March 10, 1 p.m. from Habana.

Coastguard cutter NEMESIS in Habana in connection yacht races
returning Key West shortly. Amer yachts belmg encouraged return
home . : , '

Batlsta has sent me two messages saylng he wilshes cooperate
with US and that his regime will fulfill its international obliga-
tions. » ]

. BEAULAC |
o |
BA:DGP
NOTE: Mr. Wellman (MID) notified 5:35 p.m., 3/10/52 CWO-M.
: Relayed to Army, Navy, Air 3/10/52 5 p.m. CLEM
¥As received.
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Memorandum o[ Convergaﬁon
DATE: Merch 10, 1952

SUBJECT: Batlgta Coun d'Ztat in Cube

t

PARTICIPANTS: Dr. Egpinosa, Minigter Counselor, Cuban Embassy
Mr, Wellman, MID

COPIES TO: ARA -~ Mr, Menn; Mr. Miller
: ﬁID - Mr, Nufer
. ~ Migs Jonhnston

-

11493
In responce to Dr. Easvinosa's cuestion, Mr, Wellman .
Cinformed him of the substance of tThe reports which had

been received from Hebrne indicating that in mogt cases = ;&
the Embagsy could not corrchorate the information received. ;J
Dr. Espinoéa informed Mr. Wellman that he had just iAX e
had 2 telephone convergatlion with Ambagsador Camejo in : O
the Uuban Foreign Office in Habana. Ambagsador Camejo O
told Dr. Espinosa thet everything was very much confused. ! = ™~
Camejo stated that the Foreign Mlnlster was apparently - N
under guard at hils home, but he couldn't confirm this. w |
O
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MID - Mr. Wellman
SusJEcT:  Batlsta Coup d'Etat in Cuba ‘

FROM

' We have had confirmation from our Embassy at Habana
of the following:

1. The Batista Coup d'Etat occurred about 4 a.m. this
morning as far as the Embassy can determine. Batista is
apoarently in control of all 'the military services in the
Habana area (Army, Navy and Air Force) and of all strong

— points in that area. By taking over radio and telephone
Tacllities he has been able to insulate Habana from the R
rest of the countfy, which i1s quiet and has only rumors
of the revolution.

2. The Palace Press Officer informed Ambassador Beaulac
this morning that Prfo had come in from his residence at
5:30 a.m. and at 7:15 had left for the Capitol to try to
assenble a legislature. WNelther the Press Officer nor
the Embassy had any further information at that time 1:4
(9:50 a.m.) of the whereabouts of the President. The TN
Palace Press Officer also stated that two military OfflCGPB‘?Qq
had been killed in the Palace. He also sa2id that the Presi-o °
dent hed issued a statement but had not been able to get = O
it out over the radio. The statement was spparently that . O
Army commanders in the provinces had assured him of their
loyalty. The ®mbassy could not vouch for the accuracy o
of these statements by the Palace Press Officer. o

9. The Foreign Minister, Sanchez Arango, was under - O
house arrest,

4. Hevia had sent his Diplomatic Alde to the Embassy
to state that it would be very convenient if Washington
made. a statement that 1t doesg not recognize military
coups d'etat. Tom Crain replied that we would be watching
develOpments closely. §§
pe v S

5. In Habana the situation was gquiet. At g¥ro
points, such as Punte and Chorera, many armed sa®lo
_were in evldence but were in relaxed attitudes. @
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The press containg additional reports that the
President and cabinet members were under arreat, and
that the Preslidential Palace was being turned over to
Batista. There has been no confirmation as yet from
the Embagsy of these reports. The press also reports
that a Batista man 1s in command of Fort Cabaflas whose
guns dominate the capital and also the Natlonal Police. .
- The press also states that the Army had taken over the
internationel sirport at Rancho Boyeros and that no
planes were heing permitted to leave, although fEees in-
bound flights continued.

The press reported but could not confirm that Batista

had issued an order suspending Constitutional guarantees
Tor 45. days. -~

Further communications pfe=ek the Embassy may confirm
some of the asbove press reports and will be transmitted
to you as soon as received,

{

ARA:MID:QQREfiman:dwm



®.™, Long - ARA -~ 9/20/78

rOI £20723

Ve 1V1€7%07'&l7¢

TO

FROM

SUBJECT

Do

o
1
S

Trahasa

ARA - Mypy-Mam
Mr. =‘,;‘ e

MID —‘Mr, Uellman

‘//\ »f 227

Ambassador Beaulac gave me the following additional
information by telephone at 2:15 p.m.:

Batigta Coup a'Etat in Cuba

1. Batista seeme to have the situation well in hand
in Hebana. He is in control of the Rilace, hag anncunced
the names of his ‘cabilnet (with the position of President
an d Prime Minister left vacant), and hes reportedly issued
a decree susnending Constltutlonwl guarantees for 45 days.
Batisgta's Ministér of State 1S'Emeterio Santovenia. More-
over, he appears to have gained support of Army detach~-
ments all over the iglend, not merely in Habana.

2. Prio has not been heard from since he left the
Palace at 8:30 a.m. (Immigration has just informed us
that he is expected momentarily in Miami.) Sanchez Arango
continues under house arrest.

3. Batista has sent word to Ambagsador Beaulac that
he wants to cooperate with the Unlted States end will A
regpect Cuba'g international obligations. e

4, Batista 1a speaking to the Cuban people at 4 p.m.
this afternoon. . o

5. Although the situstion is quiet in Habana, the doak
andport workers have pone on strike against the revolt andy

there are speeches both for Prio and for Batista at the
University.

6. The Cuban armed Torces have taken over with
sreat Jubllation.

ce - Migg Johnston
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TELEPHONE
Memorandum of/ Conversation

o>

DATE: March 10, 1952
(9:50 a.m.)

SUBJECT: Beatigta Coup d'itat in Habana

PARTICIPANTS: Tom Craln, American Embassy, Habana
Mr, Wellman, MID

-
COPIES TO: ARA — Mr, Mann; Hr. Miller “
‘ ARA - Mies Johnston
HID - Mr. MNufer
. - - : 3 11493 <\§ -
- . ™
Mr. Crain informed Mr. Wellman that the Embassy hed ?’:J
called Santingo de Cuba and Cemaguey and everything 1is =
qulet there, although tney have heard rumors of things 2 o)
harnening in Habana. As far as the Embassy can ascertain ™ =
tiie coup dletat took place about 4 a.m. this morning. &,\\
Batista is suobposed to be in control at Camp Colombla. e (N
All four generals I1ncluding the Chief of Staff, are o
under arrest and at Batista's farm. The head of the Air 5
'orce. is supposed to be at his home under arrest. The i
Army and Havy in Habana at least seem to have gone over - O
. to Batista, including Cabaflas. Tabernilla, who was at ﬁg
one time Inspector General of the Army and commandlng /
orficer of the 7th Artillery Regiment, is reported in Nl
commend at Cabalias. The man that vas there must be
under arrest or has gone over. Apparently the 5th Regi-
ment has not indlcated which way 1t is going, bul as 1t
is only sbout a battalion it wouldn't meke muoh?ﬁifferénoe.
Mr, Craln stated that the Palace Press Offieertspoke
to Ambesssador Beaulac and told him that Prio oaﬁ% ifg from
~ his residence at 5:30 this morning, that at 7:1l8ohe™left -
’ " to go to the Capltol to agsemble a legislature.roThe Press tay
~Officer hadn't seen thie President since then and doesn't - -
. now 1 he ever got there. There 1s no rumor or information N
5V of any personal harm to Prfo. The Embassy heard just §
recently that a white flag had gone up over the Palace, éf '
. but I e
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but had not yet been able to check. The Ambasgsador was
told by the Palace Press Ouficer that two military officers
had been killed in the Palace. Nr. Crain caid that the
Embassy could not guarasntee the accurecy of that statement.
The Press Officer told the Ambassador that the President
had lgsued & statement hut that he can't get 1t out over
the redio. The redio stations are sending out only music;.
no news. Apparently the President's ctatement was to the
effect that the Army commenders in the provinces had
cegured him of their loyalty but he can't get the state-
ment out to the people. ,
The Foreign Minlster, Sanchez Arango, wes apparently
the Iirst man srrested this morning. He 1s under house
arrest, The wole cabinet was out, although Prime Minieter
Tans’ seid thet he would continue in office until the
Pregident chose a successor. The Embasgy thought that
Gans was Just diggruntled because hie had been left out of
a senatorghlp candldacy. Uvon resigning he made a state-
ment thet he hod nothing to say yet in resnonse to a dues-—
tion whether he was breaking with President Prio.

Carlos Hevie 1is near his home, but nothing has
horoened to him yet. Hevia cent hieg Divlomatic Alde,
Ffigueroos, to the Embassy to tell the latter thet it would
be very convenient if Weshinston made a steatement to the
effect that 1t Goes not recognize military coups dletat.
Crain said that he had informed him that we will be watchling
developments. :

The Auwbegsador hosg heen very busy getting information
since 5 a.m. this morning. Mr. Crain gteted there was very
little traffic and absolutely no excitement when ne came
into town. The Punta was full of sallors manning the
ramparts with rifles. At Chorera sailors sat around in
arm chalrs and taking 1t easy.  There 1s a falrly relaxed °
attitude. VWhether or not this l1e¢ an accomplighed Tact .
the Embassy cennot tell, but it seems to be an accomplished
fact.

In resconse to Mr. Wellmen's responge, Mr.- Crain
stated thet the telephone and telegrach systems are open.
He sald that the Army has tcken over both the radio and
televhone gystems and that their telephone conversaticn -
wos undoubtedly belny monltored. )

ARAMID :A@llmn : dwm
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DATE;  March 10, 1982

'

Batigta Coup d'Etat in Cuba

PARTICIPANTS= Anmbagsador RBeaulac

Mr, Vellman, KID

ARA - lir, Mann; Mr., Miller
MID - Mr. Hufer.
ARA —- ¥iss Johnston

ot
P

33463

Ambassador Beaulanc televhoned Mr. Wellmon at 6:30 a.me: g

to state that the Embassy had received reports which were
probebly true that a blocdless coup dletat had been
executed in Habana. He sald that 1t vas reported that
ex-Pregldent Batigta was in control of Camp Columbia and
that Presgident Prio wag out. He gald that the renorts
wvere based on information from two sources: (1) a

UF nress oorresnondent who had communlcated with Tom
Crain, and (2) an officer of the United States Naval
Misslion who had obbdined this information from one
Calderdn in the Navy Devartment. -

Ambaggador Beaulac requested that this informsatlion
be transmitted to Lhe United States Armj, Navy and Air
force suthorities Hr. Wellmen communicated this informa-
tion at about 7:80 a.m. to Colonel Sharp of Army Intel-
ligence upon advice of Colonel Sharkey, and at Colonel
Sharp's request repeated it to Colongl Pilliod, Duty
Officer at the Pentagon. Colonel Pilliocd stated that he
had a similar report irom General Bolling and alsc had
geen a UP dispatch. He asked if Mr. Wellman could confirm
the information that Ambagsador RBeaulac had asked the.
Service Attachés to remain in guarters. Mr. Wellman
gaid that he could not do so.

Ambassador

Sv
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Ambassador Beaulac sald that sgomeone %g the new
faction would probably be approaching him and. that he
would eventually require instructlons.

Ambesgsador Beaulac pointed out that some persons
might attempt to establish a connection between this
coub d'etat and the signature on March 7 of the milktary
grant aid agreement witn Cuba. He said that the Depart-
ment should be ccnsidering what 1ts position would be on
this. - '

Ambassador Beﬁulﬂc recommended that the vrojected
vislt of the Courler to Hobana be cancelled in view of
thege develonments.

Prior to coming to the office, Mr. Wellman informed
Mr. Miller, Mr. Menn, Mr. Nufer, Mr. Rubottom and Mr.
Jamison of the substance of the communication from the
Ambrssador.

ARAIMID: s11lmarn: dwm

A




v B, ¥ 2
';. AEe g:’; {E ,'ser

TELEPHOWE
Memorandum of /Conversaiion

DATE: Morch 10, 1952
2:15 p.m.

SUBJECT: DBatista Coun d'itat in Cuba

PARTICIPANTS: Ambassador Beaulec
Hr, vWellman, MID

B

COPIES TO: ARA - HMr, Mapn; Mr., Hiller
. MID - Hr. dufer
ARA =~ Milgg Jolhston

{

11403

Ambasgsador Beaulac gtated there 1s a telegram on its
way nowon this matter. He said that Batlista seemed to be
very well 1ln control 28 far as Habana ls concerned and has
nogsegslon of the Palace.. He stated that militery detach-

ments Throughout the igland have now given Batlsta their ";NJ-
supnort. g N
- = N
The Ambassador gtated there 1s no dlsorder except o
for gpeeches reported in the University grounds. The & O
ct

Ambaggador had been.told that some ol them are on behalf O
of Batista ana some on behalf of Prio. He sald that SN
about two hours ago tihere wes one radio gtatlion in Camaguey*(N
that wag broadcasting on behall of President Prio. There =

was also & statlon from Santldgo broadcasting on behalf of ¥

the communists snd claiming that the U.8. had done all o)

this in order to get trooog Lor Korea. ol

L , : V)
Ambassador Beaulac sald that Batista had announced g

. the formation of o cabinet and gave the following nameg:

Pregidency and Prime Minlster vacant :
Finance - Garcla Reynery -

. ..+  Education - Andres Rlvero Aguero

i Agriculture - Alfredo Jacomino i o
Interior - Ramdn Hermida . oy -~

Justice - Miguel Angel Cespedes o S u

o . .. ':.:{
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State - Emeterio Santovenia
Commerce - Rafael Santos Jlimenez

Communications - Ogcar de la Torre
Defense - Colacho Perez
Health - Enrique Seladricas

Public vorkg - Mendigucia

Secretary of the Presidency - Morales del Castillo
Labor - Marino Lopez Blanco

Ambrgsador Beaulac asked that the Navy Department hold
un vigits of warshins to Guba. He sald that no Americans
were in trouble. :

Mr. Wellmen asked if the Zmbassy had confirmation that
President Prio ond his cabinet are under arregt. The Ambas-
gador replied that Prio, accompanied by his brother, Francisco,
an Army colonel, and one other person, left the Palace by
car a2t 8:30 a.m. this morning. The Embagsy has no idea where
They went.

\ The Ambassador stoted that Alerta, the only paper
vhich hiad appeared today, had vublished a statement re
The decree susvnending Constitutional guarantees for 45 days.

Batigta 1s giving & speech thig afternoon at 4 p.m.

The Ambassador inforied Mr. Wellmen that the Coast Guard
ghin Nemegis and the yachts have been advised to return.

The Ambassador stated the vort and dock workers are
on strike against the revolt.

Mr. Wellmén asKed 1f Batista plans to install Carlos
Saladrigas as Provisional President. The Ambassador replied
that he wouldn't ve surprised 1f 1t were true but that
there ‘1g no announcemnent of 1t yet.

Mr. VWellman infTormed the Ambaggador that the Depart-
ment 1s being pressed for a statement to the press and
that some statement will have to be made later today. He
sald that the Devartment hnd restricted itself to saying
to thie nregs this morning that the reports were too fragmen-
tary to make any statement.

The Ambasgsador stated that Batlista had sent a message -
to him stating that he wants to cooperate with the Unlted
States and wlll respect Cuba's internctional obligations.

Ambasgador Beaulac sald he would call Mr. Wellman
acaln this afternoon after.Batista's speech.

He
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He stated that the Cuban Army had taken<over with
great jubilation; the soldlers were cheering, etc.

Mr., ‘ellman asked if Sonchez Arango were the only
cebinet minister under arrest. Ambagsador Beaulac stated
he hadn't heard of any others being under arrest. He sald
that Sanchez Arsngo had sent him a message that he was
worried because the military assistance agreement hadn't
been sent to the United Netions.

ARA:MID:#@E%Eim&n:dwm , ,
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SUBJECT:

PARTICIPANTS: Ambasggador Beaulac

~COPIES TO:

TELEPHONE F780011-02
Memorandum of/ Conversation =93
~
DATE; March 10, 1952
6:35 p.m.

Batista's Address to Cuban Nation

Mr. Wellman, MID

B

ARA —~ Mr. Mann; Mr. Miller
MID - Mr. Nufer

ARA - Migs Johngton

DRA

~that Batista had just begun to speak. He gald that

oV

Ambagsador Beaulac first called at 6 p.m. to state

there wasg no particular change sgince the afternoon and \
that the country seemed 9o be under the control of Batis@g:x (N

1

’ ™
Ambassador Beaulac telephoned again at 6335 p.m. e

to glve the Department the substance of Batigta's addresdg?
ag follows: 3
. v
Batlsta hed been forced by circumstances to take o
over control of Cuba. Hig action was a peace-gesture
and he had no gmbition. Hereferred on the other hand -
to his own honest eiecuions in 1944 and to the dishonesty o~
and crime of the Prio Adminigtration whilch had brought v
the country to the verge of chaos.

v

2501-8/00° 2

He cherged that Prio had intended to suspend elections.
on Apri%rl5 becoause hig candidate could not win. He &also
charged ‘that a serles of attempts againgt the Iives of
various persons was to be made. He sald that he would give
cuarantees of ordexr, progress and Justice.

Batista pledged tb&trcuba would carry out her obli- Cu
cgations under United MNations agreements and under treatles -J

cand pactg of internatlonal character.

‘ ®
Ambasgador 1,
\ ‘: LS
I .

N
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Ambassador Beaulac stated that as far as the Embassy
knows no one had been named President yet. He said that
the press secretary of the Palace was reported to have
stated that Salsdrigas had been named President. There was
no confirmation of this and also no confirmstion of a
report that Saladrigas had refused to become President.
Ambagsador Beaulac stated that the press had stated

Batigta would become Prime Minister but that he had sald
nothing about 1t in his speech.

Ambagsador Beaulac agked Fr. Wellman what he knew
about a UP release that the 3tate Department had announced
the arrival of Prio at Miami. Mr. Wellman stated he knew 7
nothing about any such release but informed Ambassador
Beaulac that the.Immlgration and Naturalizatlion Service
had requested the Department's recommendation regarding
the admissgion of Prio who was expected in Miami wlthout
documents. Mr. Vellman told the Ambasgador that the
Department had recommended that he be admitted as a
political refugee. Ambagsador Beaulac concurred.

Ambassador Beaulsc stated thet he k& hag it from
good sources that 2ll enligted men in the Army, Navy
and police have been informed that their pay will be
raised by 50 per month.

Ampagsador Beaulac reported that everythling was
qulet. He gaid that Camaguey was quiet and that a Prio
Colonel had been replaced by a Batista Colonel there.
He gsald there had been no communication with Santiago

slnce that morning. He saild that everything was auiet
at Nicaro. ,

Ambassador Beaulac repeated that the events of the
day nad come ng o complete surprise to everyone there.

ARA: MID: Fletlman : dwn
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Mujal's arrest ordered but he fled. He sent request to this
Emb for asylum which was declined. Ruben de Leon former
Minister Defense called on telephone to say he was coming to
Emb to speak to me but never showed up. Consuls agent Tait
in Camaguey reports colonel in charge garrison there said

prior two p.m., he was supporting constitution and Prio. Su ugar ® o v
workers Camaguey province proceeding Camaguey tonight receive L B3
orders from syndicate leaders. 0 §~J
Batista broadcast which was announced for 4 p.m., has not yet O
taken place which may reflect difficulty filling post of ~J
provisional President although Palace press officer has said e
Saladrigas accepted. Nevertheless, this not announced over O
radio and one rumor is he declined. ~ O
=~
No recent news from Santiago, Habana quiet. W
L]
BEAULAC (@
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gg‘?ﬂw "Colonel who this morning announced support of Prio removed ‘
DCRM and succeeded by a Lt. Colonel who supports Batista. Army -
garrison Camaguey now for Batista. o -
Heom o x ft
Meeting workers scheduled this afternoon was prohibited. § 5 ® b
Army ordered stores reopen and striking bus drivers resume sy
operation busses. gi j
! ' Foo
Office employes Consolidated Rallways on strike and line ~E
workers threaten strike. Local labor leaders called on Clee
sugar workers to strike tonight but did not (repeat not) G
know if order will be carried out." o
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g T Batista addressed Cuban people nationwide hockup six p.m.
(‘%‘,\FM today from Camp Colombia. Said sought not power but peace
and end graft and crime which 1lmpossible continue tolerate;
{;;{{‘ said Prio, lacking confidencze his candidate (Hevia) would
t!"\f',‘;,",‘,..\, win, planned numerous attempts agalnst persons lives suspend.
[dr} - election April 15 and perpetuate self in power. Batista saild
"r;'“"f'\n' would establish regime based on order progress Jjustice; said
DGR government would remain in power only for time indispensible
achieve those ends then hold election; sald revelutionary
movement respected all United Nations commitments and would
fulfill all agreements, pacts, obligations and intermational
treaties. He asked support people and press. New Minlster
Educaticn announced all schools reopen tomorrow. National
Airlines announced rbesumption normal services to United Stq;c%s -
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CIA Controlled Radio announced ton1ght Batista new Prime Minister General
ARMY Francisco Tabanilla new Army Chief of Staff;latter commanded Cabanas
ATR. fortress in former Batista regime.
NAVY .
DCR Was anmlnimceg also saigries policemen raised to 150 pesos and army and
IC RM navy enlisted men up pesps per month, .
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Ss 10: Secretary of State R ) ‘
G . ‘ Coy
SAM N0: 602, March 10. o
OLI
cIA Controlled radio announces following cabinet: State: Emeterio
ARMY Santovenia; Defense: WNicolas Perez; Interior: Ramon Hermida;
ATR Justice: Miguel Angel Cespedes; Finance: Justo Garcla Reynery;
NAVY Education: Andres Rivero Aguero; Commerce: Rafael Santos
DCR~— Jimenez; Communications: Oscar de la Torre; Propaganda: Ernesto
DC RM de la Fe; Labor: Mario Lopez Blanco; Health: Enrique Saladrigas;
Agriculture: Alfredo Jacomino; Public Works: Jose A. Mendigutiag;
Secretary to President: Andres Domingo Morales del Castillo.
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) i Batista will broadcast at 4. He hés made stétement promising
CIA maintenance order, compliance intertatl obligations, annouric -
ARMY ing suspension constitutional guaratitees 45 days. -
AIR
RAVY Grau arrested by Navy and taken Camp Columbla where Batista, . o .:
DCR released hinm. e
mm g (:; =] U:
Whereabouts Pkio still unknown. Preaidential Palace and S
prasunsbly all other govt buildmgs Habana ih charge "revo- "g
luticnary govt of Gen Batista" \jé Q
Despite numerous rumors Carlos Ssladrigas wld be named act- O &
ing Pres no announcement to that effest has been made. :Ji
City quiet. Cy
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la Jefatura del Estado y que me haga cargo de organizar y.
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PrOCLAMA SOBRE LOS PrOPOSITOS Y ESTATUIOS w ’
DEL_NUEVO_GOBIERNO ﬁz M@/

i

i

"l.a Junta Hevolucionaria ha resuelto que asuma

Vv e
A s

dirigir los Poderes Ejecutivo y Legislativo, resignando en = E;E
mi, asesorado por el Uonsejd de Ministros, todos sus pode- ’ ;” ;
res y tunciones, | ~ ?g
"He ~a€eptado el imperioso mandato después de (\: ;

habérseme notiticado por la propia Junta nevolucionaria de - ;3 &
la inminencia de un Golpe de kstado fraguado por el Presi- Ez Ef
dente saliente para el dia 15 de abril prdximo, con objeto fﬁ %
- de evitar la decisidn electoral seiialada para ei primero ‘E% B
de Junio del corriente afio, a cuyo hecho se une el hondo - gﬁ g
malestar de todas las autoridades civiles;, los institutos

militares y la Opinién piblica por la connivencia de altos

Jeies del boblerno con conocidos delincuentes.

"repetidas veces adverti al ex~presiden§? tor

Carlos Prio Socarrds la gravedad de la situacién qqa cepaba b
su ligera actitud echando de lado la majestad del ﬁg?ef mo~- ~.

derador y de solidaridad nacional que le venia impuesto por
la Constitucién, y lejos de atender a la voz que lo llamaba
al cumplimiento de su deber, cada dfa tomaba mayores relie~ )

ves su disolvente actuacibn, convirtiéndose de hecho en el

eje y centro de todas las perturba01ones que han venido de~

~

sorganizando al pais.



" EMBAUADA DE CUBA

WASHINGTON,D. C.
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Ex%,~"Preocupado por la falta de garantias para la
vida y haciénda de los habitantes de esté pais y la co-
rrupcidén politica y administrativa imperantes, y solo por
eso, he aceptado la responsabilidad de permghecer en el
Poder por el tiempo indispensable para restablecef el orden,

la paz y la‘confianza‘pﬁblica; a fin de que, tan pronto se

 logren esos objetivos, pueda resignar el Poder en los mane

datarios que el pueblo elijae.
EN TaL vIRIUD

"Primero: Asumo_la Jefatura del Estado y declaro cesado en
sus cargos a las personas que ejercian el Poder Ejecutivo,
Este Poder se ejerceri mientras dure la situacidn y sean elec

tos por el Pueblo sus gobernantes y mandatarios «por un Con-

" sejo de Ministros, en el que el Primer Ministro asumird la

Jetatura del Estado y del Gobierno, con todas las facultades
que le estdn atribuidas al Presidente de la repliblica por 1;X
Constitucidn y por las Leyes.

"Segundo: En consecuencia, el Poder kjecutivo quedard inte-

grado de la manera siguiente:
Primer Ministro: General rulgencio Batista y Zaldivar,
Ministro de Estado: Dr. Miguel Ansel de lq Campa.
Ministro de Justicia: Dr, Miguel A, Céspedes Casado.
Ministro de la Presi-~ .
dencias Dr. Andrés Dominpuez y Morales del
~ Castillo.

Ministro de Defensa: Ur., nicolds Pérez Hernéndez,

Ministro de Trabajo: Dr. Marino Lépez Blanco.




- EMBAJADA DE CUBA

WASHINGTON,D. C. = Ja
Minisﬁfo de Salubridad: Dr.Enrfque Saladrigas y Zayas,-
Ministro de Gobernacién: Sr.Hamén Hermida.
Ministro de Agricultura: Dr.Alfredo Jacomino Lédpez.
Minisﬁrp de Obras Pﬁb;icas: Ing.José A.AMendigutia.
Ministro de Educacidn: vDr.Andrés Rivero Aguero.
Ministro de Comunicaciones: Dr.Pablo Carrera Justiz,.
Ministro de Comercio: Sr.Oscar de la Torre. .

Ministro de Hacienda:
Ministros sin Cartera: Dra.Maria Gémez Carbonell; Dr.
' . Santiago Alvarez; Sra.Julia

Consuegra; Sr.Ernesto de la Fé;
Sr.Justo Salas. '

—

"Los Ministros del Gobierno y las entidades y cor-
poraciones altonomas que nazcan de la ley, continuarin fun-
cionando de acuerdo con su organizacién y las autoridades pro

; _
vinciales y municipales seguirdn en el desempefio de sus fun-
ciones propias mientras otra cosa disponga el Consejo de Minis
tros. -

"Tercero: Se suspenden las funciones del Congreso, pero sus
miembros, tuncionarios y empleados continuaréin percibiendo sus
emolumentos legéles,rhasta que otra cosa se disponga de acuerdo
con las circunstancias. —

"Cuarto: Se pone en vigor la Ley de Orden Piblica y se prohibe
el derecho a la huelga durante cuarenta y cinco dias,

"Quinto: Las familias no abriran las puertas de -sus casas, a
ninguna persona que no esté revestida de autoridad csﬁpetente.m

"Los que posean armas clandestinas, quedan autorizaml

das para llamar a las Estaciones de Policia y entregarlas sin

que esté obligado a dar su nombre, exonerandolos del delito




EMBAJADA DE CUBA

WASHINGTON,D. C. =l em

~

cometido por tenencia de armas de fuego sin licencia. Esta

S

promesa estard en vigor durante cinco dias, pasados los
cuales caerd sobre el culpabile todo el rigor de la ley.

"Sexto: Las Obras Plblicas que se realizan actualmente

r~
mediante subasta piblica, continuardn su realizacidén y los
contratos que amparan las contratas serin respetados y cum-
plidos. .

"Septimo: "kl Gobierno cumplird los convenios y acuerdos
internacionales tanto bilaterales como multilaterales o ema-
ngdbs de acuerdos eh las Naciones Unidas, asf como lés com-
ﬁfomisos contraidos por la Replblica en el ordenAinterior,
siempre que unos ¥ otros estén de acuerdo cdn‘la‘Constitucién
o emanen de las leyes."

"Octavo: Continuan vigentes la Constitucidn y las Leyes en
todo cuanto no se opongan al régimen que por el presente se
establece, a reserva de las modificaciones que las necesidades -
piblicas demanden y acuerde el Consejo de Ministros, -

' "Inspirado en el propdsito patriético de mantener
con firmesa la garantia de todos los derechos, para traer la
paz, el orden y el sosiggo piblico a la familia cubana con=-
turbada y anheloso de prestarle un huevo servicio a Cuba en
esta hora de tripulaciones, pedimos cooperacidn al pueblo dé&°

Cuba en general, vy especialmente a las fuerzas armadas de la

Nacibén, a los organos manuales e intelectual es, campesinos,

* .

educadores, profesionales y patronos, al comercio, la industria

vy la banca, para que todos, por el bien de Cuba, nos unamos para

salvar las instituciones republicanas y democréiticas,

La Habana, 10 de marao de 1952,
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Batista Coup d'Etat in Cubse

The following information contained in recent Habana

'telegrams is additional to that given in memorands of

telephone conversations on March 10 which have already been
supplied you:

1. The controlled Cuban radio announced that Batista
will be the new Prime Minister and that General Francisco
Taebanilla (who commanaea‘Fort Caballas under a former
government of Batista's) will be the new Army Chief of Staff.

2. Colonel C?ntlllO, former Chief of the Air Force,

>agreed after consultation with former Chief of Staff

Cabrera, who had been arrested, to serve ag Adjutant
General of the Army.

3. In his address to the Cubard people last night C o
Batista promised that his Government would remain in -
power only for the time indispensable to achleve 1ts
objectives (order, progress and justice) and then would
hold electlons.
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4, Grau San Martin was arrested by the Navy but
subsequently releagsed by Batlgsta.

5. Mujal, Secretary General of the Confederation
of Cuban Workers, was ordered arrested but successfully
fled. He sent a request to the Embassy for asylum which
was declined. .-

6. In Camaguey there is apparently labor opposition
to the revolt. BSome railway workers were out on strike,
others threatened sgtrike and local labor leaders had ~
called upon all sugar workers to strike. However, Batista
elements had taken control of the Army garrison there
and had vrohibited a scheaulea workers?® meeting.

3

~

7. All schools were ordered reopened today. Natlonal
Airlinesg announced resumntion of normal service to the

" United States today.

H /SO

ARA:MID: ,,l 11man: dwm -

~



INCOMING TELEGRAM

Department of State

ACTION COPY

25

ARA.7

fate

s
Y
i

SAM
ESB

174
OLT
CIA
DCR

C BM—~

PERMANENT
RECORD COPY

TELEGRAPH BRANCH

RESTRICTED
[T ... Leoniiol:
f; AUM PR NS BT L,‘t,'»,l:laec'd:
FROM: Bogota : S
g PR S TR REPAS LAt HISE
16: Secretary of State o ‘
| ' ) &
N0: 595, Mmarch 11, 10 ajm : /
| S
Pl

PP E. R TS AR SRR

4647 ~
March 11,
1:50 p.m,

e

19?2 | 4’

Yesterday afternoon this mornlng papers carry lengthy UP despatches from
Havana Wash NY re Cuban coup dfetat but little editorial comment so far.
EL TIEMPO today carries small item deploring this victory for Amer dic-
tators, Short facetious art edit- page EL SIGLO no serious comment. No

comment re recegnl tion,
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TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASIHINGTON. “ ) !qs
' :NTERAMER@W'A’??"A:RS
REF Embtel 599, HMarch ]O L pem. & '%‘\1‘.’}"»9(#1631“: AR ?§5° osur% For Dept.
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‘au¢mCr BATISTAYS MARCH 10, 1952, COUP D'ETATY, ‘\\. R
‘ ¥ MAR
' et C 1k
I have 1hc honor to refer to numerows—telegramn 6O D
the Department aud uwjemhaz convernabions with Mr. Haorvvey N
r viellmanl of ARA, 2nd to enclose 2 bried running account of é /Aﬁi/
- the events of Lfrch 10 5 they czme Bo my atventlon. o
= w  As or this morning the enilire clty, ehd zpparently “:;he; g{g
\ entire country, is in tive hands oif the Guu_»tu Goverument. - ;3.
a4 Lebens Las a normal appesreprce excepth Tox groups of armed —UNA
. . service men &b ”el ecred placen and excent that there 1 I s/s
Eg T legs than normal tra f ‘ic on the sireets. T would sey wlaoo N e
= 6 = that bShere- i wuch mpfe then normel preoccupatlon on the v
s w  Taces of Cubabs. : Iy
o <C ‘ :
= © Batista's coup Look place in the middle of the sugar
% VS grinding season, and in the widdle of the carnivel seanon.
73 Y TI% took place when Cuba wans oreparitg for what it hoped
2 —r Q@ would be its Tourth Feir eleu don, in June of this year
J 5 & Batistse himself hed been lorpely f sponsible Tor the &Lpnh
B & & two rrooh elections, when he wes # candidrie for the Presi-
dency cod whei Remdn GRAU Sen lartin wes elgoted.
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There is no doubbt that the sinag ol the Prio ﬁOveThmbLh
regl
aid Insistent provooaztlonl to elements iy the country, porti-

gave colwariy o a gresb m&wy Cubans and counntituted &

cularly Batlstae and hils nilitery Tollowersn, vho felt that

they hed thie vower to change thiangs.

The impunity enjoyed Dy gangabers such an Po@iﬁﬁrpo ,
Soler, the close "”"orLation aenzee' ngg”tef” G politi-
Giang, and the difflculty i many cases of di Jim uishiong
between woters ““d Dol_hl(L“” conatituted » ncandel
- whrieh hnoumb:LuT Cuban ery * e&aarraﬂsme“n,

Prio's Auténiico Party 1s led by former siudents of thg
I I T . da B 2 o
bl who distinguished themselven Top thelr

Unive. nsity or
revolutlonury ldess and ancts while they were ntll]
University. Bome’ ﬂcvo3u'iav~~y srudents ﬁeurme’*
Haeny hed intimete assoclotliolr with gengnters or i

vihio leter becazme gmngsbeﬁ». Ohe oi these rev 07u1102’

ment exhiiphited tvoward gangsters, most or #l)l o7 whom hav

,,,,,,,,,, VLBesuluc/dy N gg%ﬁ%UIOL

gy

the

stucdents 1o Prio himsel®, czod the tolarabce that hin Govae&

political o"nnbj(micwr, many oi them with ovew”weut froam,f
reflecred bthin early a“aogﬁJuio1. . e o

REPORTER (3) N — PREPARATION TINE

ACTION COPY — DEPARTMENT OF STATE

The ;\(t{lon office must return this péL‘manent revord copy to DC/R files with an endorsement of action taken.




Page 2 f

age.. .. of -

Desp. No. 171'?72 . -
* Fiop Hebans

Pageooo  _of
Encl. Nowpoo
Dcsp Now...
F rom

(‘g"‘i

1 the other hand, 1t wan geuefauly recognized that the

Prio regime was bebier than the regime of Ramdn Grau San Meritin,

which prece&ed it. Toward the end ox the Prio reglme there was

evidently much less peculation thal ,,.1. the begifihing, and much |

less than duri ing hie Giau reglume. Pr*o gspongored nome excellent

besic legisglation which should be helplful to Cuaa‘f. econony and E
|
1
|

\
|
|

© politics in the fubuwee., His Government, under vwo guccessive
honent snd cempahle Minlaters of the Treaznury, collected ample -
revenuen sid speit a 1pﬂ" e part of then 1m oonstrucbi o hunerous
end usefald puolic works. ﬁhile it wen generzlly wmlleged that
the Governmnent did this oy politiczl recnons, the utillitvy of
the work f,-m,omnl ahed caniot hottently he denled, TFunthermore,
Prenident Prfo supported aud ob’c;:x.‘-.%d vie nominatlon for the
Pn?e::ide’z;t:,y of Carlos Hevia, ai honest and capeble cltizen who
opromlgsed o bring atlll :e"u.r‘“i;r p.,ﬂ inprovement into the conduaciy of
Cuba's Govexu,;men‘::, i ereciued.

Also, while the Prfo regime cpunot be neid to have been
’)opu-,f, it _s.., i' wikely that Batlsta could hove polled as many
voten _L.?l hones
Govermment wa
Drtodoxon, no

3

electionns an Carlos Hevis, T§1€‘ group me _
Jx“a,:ld of from The electoral ot cl.noa.m. wno the
he Batista group.
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- From Babana

COUP D'ETAT MARCH 10, 1952

Commander Ryan called to say that a bloodless
coup d'état headed by General TFulgencio Batista .y
Zaldivar had taken place. The Chief of our Naval
Mission, Commander Benitez, had called Camp Columbia
early this mornin<. He had been connected with a
retired naval officer named Rodriguez Calderdn, who
had explained the situatilon to hlm. The naval officer
said that President Prio was out of office.

I asked Commander Ryan to get in touch with all
our Service Attdchés and Military Mission members and
tell them to YeO“‘awny from Camp Columbia until further
‘notice, ' :

Commander Ryan said that he had alerted the naval
station at Key ¥est. I asked Commander Ryan to take
steps™to see that routine visits of naval craft to
Cuba were suspended until further notice.

lir., Crain called to say the UF had called him and
L0¢d him of the reort concerniny Bdtista's coup d'état.

I talked to Harvey Wellman al .his home in Washing-
ton and gave him the information available to me. I |
asked hmn to pass It on to the 4rwmy, Havy, and Alr |

=

Torce. ‘ R

1 asked him to take steps to cancel the trip to : i

I said some vpeople undoudbbedly would try to
associate the coup’d'état with the military agree-
ment we had simned on the 7th. I said I had ho idea
that there was any connection between the two thing i

and T thought we ought to be prepared to combat the ~ :
idea. . .

Colonel Elwore called. I had reiterated instruc~
tions given to Commander Ryan against going to Camp '
Columbia. I told llmore it was all right to ro to
the ofVlce. :

‘ Mr. Brewer of Standard 0il called say that -
the Presidential Palace was 001plete1y surrounded by

soldiers. .
‘ , it
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7:00 am Alfonso Fanjul called. He said Goar Mestre had

confirmed the news of the coup d'état. General
Tabernilla had taken charge at Cabafia, A man named
Salas Cafiizari had taken over the police. General
Cabrera had been imprisoned.

7:05 am - Colonel Mason called to say that he had talked to
' Colonel Hool at Camp Columbia airfield. According to
Hook, Colonel Cantillo had heen offered the job of
Chief of 3taff of the Army. So far he had refused.
Col. Cantillo's brother, a retired Colonel, was at
the field in uniform. Col Cantillo had called Col.
llook at his home at 5:30 ahd saild that a revolution
- was on and he exvected to e a prisoner in a few

J— © minutes. He dsked Col., Hook to go to the field.
Col. Hook went. '
- Col. lMdson had asked Col. Hook to go home. He
- reiterated my instructions to the other HMission c¢hiefs.

A piuneload of soldiers had potten away from the
alyflejd at 4:45. They wqre Tresunab]y loyal.

The military movement started about L o'clock.

General Cabrera's son, a caPtain,»is on the side
of the revolution., General Cabrera and the Lnreo other
Army Generals are under arrest.

70h5 am - Dayton Hedges called to say that President Prio
was a prisoner in Camp Columbla.

745 am . Mr. Inglesby's secretary reported shooting near
S the Presidential Palace about an hour.ago. .

7150 am Col. Hook came in witn Col. iiason. The sixth and
seventh regiments and thne National Police have joined
the revolution. Major Pablo ilonseo is aprarently in
camnand at Caup. Columbia Alrfield. All the Army
Generals are under arrest at Batista's finca. Hook
has the inprescion that most of the oflfficers are in

on the coup d'état. ' Batista asked Cantillo to -become
Chief of Staff.  Cantillo refused. Batista gave him
L& hours to think it over. Pinar del Rio is with
Batista. Cantillo tried to get a B-25 and a C-L7 off i
to Camagley, but tanks were run on the runway. :
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Col. look was "invited™ to go see Batista by
two junior officers. He accompanied them to the
theater at Camp Columbia opr.osite General Cgbrera's
house, - General DNatista was there. He had a leather
jacket on but he was not dressed in uniform. Major
irce was there. . General Datista gave him the follew—
ingz message for the fAmerican Anbassador.

"Tell the Ambassador I am 1004 in accorddnoe
with his wishes. All agreements are in effect.

The MIAMI HERALD called. I said I was not to
be quoted, but 1t locked as though General Batista
was in military command of the city.

“velio Rodriguez, Press Secretary of the Presi-
dential Falace, called in the company of iMr. Pujol
of our Tress Seckion. He said President Prio had
come into the Palace from his finca about 5:30 this
morning. He had left the Palace for the Capitol at
7:15, after t talking to some of his Ministers. Rodri-
guez said the Precident had issued a statement. OFf
course, the radio stations had been occupiled and it
had been inpossible to broadcast the statement. He
left a cony of the statement, which reads as follows:

"Tengo noticias de gue el Butado kLayor ha sido
tonado mor anbisues oficialcs amipfos del General
Patista,

"Los mMandos del Ejérecito en las distintab pro-
vinecias han rernortado su lc&ltad al régimen legal-
mente constituido.

. - r

"4l pueblo no le puede pasar desapercibido lo
gue sipgnificaria vara la Repiblica que se roupiera
el résimen constitucional cuando todos los partidos
se dluponlun a ir a una consulta electoral

"Yo confio en la moral y en el valor del pueblo
de Cuba para oponerse a este intento que.la ambiciédn
de un hombre ha provocado.

- "Commino a los militures todos de Cuba para que
nantenman el juramento de fidelidad a la Repiblica y.
a- Los obreros, a los estudiantes, a los campesinos, a
los industriales y comerclantes, en fin, a todos los
cubanos para resistir junto al Presidente este alevoso
ataque. ' ‘

"In los cubanos confio.™

AL
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{ ) Two police cars had come to the Palace about six

o'clock and tried to taoke over. There had been an
exchange of gunfire and two people had been killed.

" The President had talked to the military com-
manders at liatanzas, Camaguey, Santiago and Pinar
del Rio, and they had declared their loyalty to the
Government. ‘

All the Army units in Habana had gone with the
revolution excent the fifth district, under Colonel
Cecilio Alfonso.

A naval of“icer had cpme to the Palace at about
four o'clock in the merning to take over. IHe had
been placed under arrest. He is a captain, a dentist.

. . - . .o
DoCampo has taken over the Navy.

»

150 am Victor Rey Caballos called at the reduest of the
Minister of State, SAnchez Arango, who sent word that

he was detained at his house. The HMinister said that

he was concerned about the fact that the military
agreement we signed rccently had not yet been registered
in the UN. I asked Ilr. Rey Caballos to thank the
Minister for his interest and to give him my regards.

10:00 am Fr. Salvatierra -geld thot lvelio Rodriguez, Press
representative of the Tresidential Palace, had sent ~
cword that both the Palace and the Capitol were
occupied by forces of the rebellion and that the
Prezident was in hiding. : ) .

: Dr. Miguel Figueroa, Cuban FS0 and Protocol ‘
Official, assigned as aide to Carlos. Hevia, Coalition:
presidential c ﬁndldate, called, under instructions
from Hevia, who is in a house (Cruz, télephéne B-06485)
next door to his home. " Carlos Hevia wanted to know ~ |
~what had happened. 1 said all I knew was that the ’ |
military under Batista seemed to be in conbrol of o |
- the 01Lv. o . , . : - o
Flﬂueroa asxed if the inbassy could issue. some .
statement regarding respect for democracy. I said
- .~ the fmbassy was keeping the State Department informed
. = of the situation as far as it could. ' I said we were . .
) not intervening, of course,. : L -
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10:25 am  Mrs. Beaulac called from the Residence to say
- that Burke Hedges wanted to see me with a message

from Batista. I told her to send Burke down to the ;
office. - , ‘ o |

10:45 am Mr. Hedges, who is a Cuban citizen, called at’
‘ the request of General Batista to tell me that the
General wanted to cooperate with the US and that
‘his regime would fulfill its international obliga-
tions. '

cHedges ingudired ,about recopnition of the new
resive, I told him that I could not forecast what ,
the attitude of the Department of State would be. ‘
So, far, I didn't éven know that there was a new

- regime. llowever, our Government'!s general policy
in such matters is well known: it delays recogni-
tion until it determines that the new regine is
in control of the country, is not physically op=-
rosed by any substantial groups, and 1s in a posi-
tion and willing to carry out its international
oblirctions. That is our Government's general
volicy. Our Government has made excertions to s
e thot policy in svecific cases in the past. I

could not predict accurately vhen or in vhat con-
ditions the U3 would recognize a new government
in Cuba. & lot would depend on what hawnrened here, -
I said that this was not o nessage to Datista, but )
informetion that I was =i¥ing to !ledzes; which, of
course, I expectad he would transmit to Batista. ’ o
I lmewr that Daticta was quite Tamilicr with our
policy with reference to, the recognition of new
governmients, ’ o :

I azsked Mr. ledges to thank General BDatista
for his message. : ’ -

1

Fr, Hedges said he assumed Batista would want

to keen in bouch with me, znd asked whether I wanted -
to see Batista personally. T said that I did not at
 bthig stage, but I did want to know what was happening
- in Cuba and that he could tell General Batista that
he might communicate with me informal ly at any time),-
through lir. Hedpes, either nere al the office or -at
my house. : '
. |
| |
| poo—
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: Ambassaaor Beaulac hasg now LOllOWGd his telephone
and telegraphic reporte of the coup d'etat with a despatch.
The prihcipal boints he makes are the following:

peamIYY S >

o LT R
. 1. The chief concern of the Cuban people with the ﬁg o
Prio Administration and its chief provocation was gangs?d &sm
and. uhe nllianoe between the garpsters and politicians. §
P The Prio Administration was generally recognized g
to be better than the Grau Administration. There was less T <
peculation. Prio had sponsored some progressive basic = ¥
legislation (the National Bank and Currency, the Develop—~ .. '
ment Bank, and the Tribunal of Accounts), useful public ~
works had been constructed, and last but not least a man- (N
of honesty and competence had been selecteq as the ~I
Autentloo candidate.. <
O
3. In the Ambassador's ouvinion Batista would not haweC)
beaten Carlos Hevia in a fair election. W{ Sk
g N

4. The Cubans get the kind ol government they deserve i
and until they learrn digcipline and sacrifice and not to

regard government ag an institution merely to deal out , —
privileges and favors, the kind of thing thet hasppened on O
March 10 will continue %o happen. 1 O

9. The first intermediary betwsen Batiste and the
Americsn Embassy weas Burke Hedges. He brought agsurances
to the Ambasscador from Batista of cooperatlon with the
Unlted States and fulfillment of international obliga-
tionsg and ingquired with regard to the Unlted States
policy on recognition of the new regime.
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11463

. Aubsggsador Beauleac sttted that the proclamation by
Batista referred to by Mr. “Wellman in thelr previous con- .
verecatlon had bLeen issued. He read the rfollowing free {j ~N.
translation of various provigions : ,

"The Revolutionarv Junta has ue01ded that I~ 2,
chould asegume the office of Chief of State (Jefatura O
del Esitado) and that I should taeke charge of organizmng»C)
and Iirecting the executlve and leglglative powers, '{‘\
‘all their ovowers and functlons resting in me, (N

» advised (asesorado) by the Councll of Ministers. v 3
. ) - T e

, o)

"Therefore' I asgume thie office of Chief of State, N

and I declare that the persons who exercilsed the S
executive power have ceacsed to occupy their pogitions.

"That power will be exerclged, as long as the present
gituation exists and until Lhe peonle elect their ,
governors and representatives (mandatarios) by a - 3
Council of Minigters in which the Prime Minister . U
will assume the office of Chief of State and of the -~
government, with all the faculties attribuyted to T

= the President of the Republic by ﬁhe Constitution -

5V and 1ts laws.' e

e | R Q..
Ambagsador U

I
b
5
i

L
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Ambagsador Beaulac stated that the same. proclamation
or decree conttined the list of cabinet members.

It also contained a provision that the Constitution

and lews should remain 1n eflect so far ag not inconsistent
therewith. ‘ -

i

Ambassador Beaulac observed that the Junta must be the
group of young officers who led the revolt.

The Ambassedor commented thet the vproclamation did
not ‘sound good and would require careful study.

It vas agreed thet it seemed to resolve the question
of the presidency, since Batigta eg Prime Minlgter wculd
be Chief of State.sond Government.

il
¢
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1. Mr. Wellman asgked the Ambassador if the Embasgsy could
confirm the press report recelved in Vaghington that
Batista had issued a proclamation including statutes of
Lovernment providing for a 45-day suspension of the right -
fo.strike, the investment in Batlista of all executive andﬁ?
legislative powers, and the designaticn of his government &
as a revolutionary junta. Ambassador Beaulac said that oy
there had been, and he had already reported the 45-day
suspension of Censtitutional guarantees. He sald there
was no confirmation of the remainder, however; -that there«
had been no such report in the Haban% press; and that 3
ne had no reason to believe thaet it was true. He said he™

jould attempt to verify this immediately. He pointed out?d
that a cabinet had bheen named altnouﬁh{%qd not met and g
that Batista was Prime Minlster in it. 2

21197

2. Ambagsador Beaulac confirmed that Santovenia

had declined the appointment as Forelgn Minister and that -

Miguel Angel de la Campa had been appointeq in his place.
He said he could not confirm that Santovenia had reauested
.and had been granted a safe conduct to leave the country.

5. Ambassador Beaulsc stated that there had been
no announcement regarding a provisional president. He
sald that rumors versisted that Carlos Saladrigas would

be named pr681dent and. that the latter had VLSited Batioﬁa()
: ' Cﬁ

at

o

{ ~

h
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at Camp Columbia yesterday. He said that Batista had

been quoted over the radio as having stated that he

vould run the pgovernment from the Falace as Prime Minister.,
Although the logicel deduction from this statement is that
there would be no president in the new government.
Ambassador Beaulec warned against thisrassumption.

. 4, Ambassador Beaulac confirmed and stated that it
head been reported in the press that Prio and some others,
including former Minigter of Defense Rubén de Ledn and
former Minister of State Sanchez Arango, were in the Mexican
Embagsy. He sald that Sanchez Arango had shot himself in
the hand yesterday when tdaken from his home and had been
able to escape to the Mexican Embassy en route to the
hosnital. He sald that former Prime Minlster. Gans was in
the Argentine Embasgy ond that according to a press announce-
ment Romulo Gallegos, Juan Bogch and Quevedo, editor of
Bohemia, were in the CGuatemalan Embagsy.

5. Ambassador Beaulac could not confirm that safe
conduct had been ziven to any of the above officlalg. He
vointed out, however, thet Baticte had sald nublicly thet
he would ¢ie every consideration to thePresidert ~nd hils
famlly and to other officlals The Anbagsador revorted
that the passports of the wenerals, wonich had been visaed
yesterday, had been brought to the Embassy by a Batista
man. He sald that he thou?nt there would be no difficulty,
therefore, in obtaining safe conduc t for these persons.

T

6. Ambagsador Beaulac sald that he did not know the
whereabouts of the Vice Presgident, Alongo Pujol, but that
he was reported to be under house arrest.

7. Mr. Wellmon asked the Ambassador about the labor
situation. The Ambagsador stated that as far as is known
all supar mills are grinding today, although yesterday
gome were 1dle. He gald that Batista had scted energetically -
and had arregted gome lesders. He sald that the threatened
strike of the rallway workers had not come off and that ‘
the railways, the airvort;and the harborswere all running.

He sald that the threatened general gtrike had not’ 4.
materialized, although an effort had been made. He sald
that Mulal was aprparently still in hilding.

EN

8. The Ambassador reported that Portel Vild had
Just called in to gtate that Agramonte had been arrested.

Do
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- 9. The Arbagsador stated that Batista ‘had been silent
about what attitude he would have toward the Congress.
The Ambassador said that he believed he could say over
the telephone that lhie hoped Batista would respect the Congress.

, 10. The Ambassador stated that the Embassy has estab-
lished an informal lisison with Batista through an inter-
mediary in case it should become desirable to communicate

- with Batigta. He em haslzed that thls was done on an

informel, unofficlal basis. :
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CIA Pan officials especl IT?M??gngQNﬁﬁﬁwﬁhfef Police Vallarino
"DCR exhlbiting nhenomenonally alert, even ominous, Interest Cuban
" DCRM "golve". Batlsta known and admired here; Pan officials con-
SR fident he wlll impose order and end Commle activities centered
== . Cuba. : ‘ A

FONMIN, who claims-advance info Cuban coup and says Ecuador
- and perhaps Guat next, sald he wld phone Pan Emb Habana today
banning Pan visas for persons seeking flee Cuba.

Cuba was first country recognize Arnulfo Arias regime 1949,

Pan will watch US attitude Cuban sltuation with possibility in
mind Remon may have to resort irregularities in present electoral
8iltuation 1n order obtaln presidency.
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il Executlve Commlttee o odsX Party released statement

- published togay's tress attacking Batlsta coup d'etat. Statement
EVEN alleges: Reasons for coup-lnvoked by Batlsta and hils group

LS do not Justify coup:. Batlsta's unpopularity no less than that
Autentico candidate. and Batlsta’s own publilc record character-

ized by violence and rapacity so that he completely lacks =99
authority remedy such violence., Doubtful Prio government con¥ 2% o
templated - coup and in any event susplcion 1t diga waa no justi® 3 .
i fication for Batista to do same thing, -8
. Ik
Statzment says Batista moved by incurable ambitlon for power i
and wealth, He saw his candidacy was sugported only by }4 N
minority of Cubans and that Orthodox candidate would win- Ol &
June elections, His only purpose therefore was prevent an ~ g
Orthodox victory. ’ ‘ ®
L , ¢y ®
Document closes with statement Orthodox party willl continue C3'§V
realist with all efficaclous means in 1ts power the situation S £
~of 1llepal of*brutal 1mpoﬁition which 1s being engendered t@dag'cu 5
in the barracks. LR
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In proclamatlon dated yeoterday and published this worning., Gen Patista

says "the Revolutionary Junta has decided that I should assume the office

“of Chief of State and that I should take charge of organizing and directing

the executive and legislative powers, all their powers and functions rest;a o
ing in me, /AﬁVIuPU by #he Council of Ministers" H @

B 5
He says further “opreoccupied by the absence of guarantees for the lives g,

and properiy of the inhabitants this country and the political and admin-
istrative corruption which prevail and only for that reason I have accepted

the responsibility of remaining in power for the time indispensable for ~
re-establishing order speace and public confidence so that once these ob- o
jectives have been sit.ained I may deposit my autnority in the officials ~J
whom the pecple may zlect”, o
Batista then sa;s "I assume the office of Chief of State (Asumo la Jefatura E%
del Estado} and I declare the persons who exercised executive power to hamg.\\
ceased to kold their offices, This power will be exercised so long as the W
present situation lasts and until the people have elected their governors I
and officials, by a council .of ministers in which the Prime Minister will —
assume the office of Chief of State and of the government, with all the —
faculties which are attributed to the Pre51dent of the Republic oy the ol
Constltutaan and by the laws" n
The proclamation then lists the members of the new Jouncil of Ministers,

with Batista as Prime Minister. ' L

Still later in the proclamation Batista says "the immuaities (Fueros) of
Congress are suspenced; but its members, functionaries and officials will
continue to receive their legal emoluments until other dispositions are

- made in accordance with circumstances. The legislative power will be

|

\) PERMANENT
- RECORD COPY

exercised by the Council of Ministers,”
The proclamation prohibits the right ‘to sirike during 45 days,

It provides that “the government will carry out its international conven-
tions snd agreement, tilateral as well as multilateral, and those emanating T
from agreeirents of the United Nations, as well as the 1ntelnat10nal obllga~ T
tions contracted Ly the Republic, so long as these. (Unos y "Otros) are in
agreement with the conatltutlpn or emanate from the laws

,g;‘~ it provideg . 3130
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-2- #613, March 11, 1952, from Habana,
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It provides also that "the Constitution and laws continue' in effect to the
extent that they are not opposed to the regire which is now being established,
with the exception of the modifications that public necessity may demand

and the Council of Ministers may decree”.
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6f Press reaction Batista's coup Aretebi-Few-ewspaners
Ag sublished Mornday and firs t considered editorial opinion GRTh-g
C 1 N appeared cress Tuesday March 1i. In summary, press took B E
ApTE =
9mm;f‘ view coup had destroyed constitubional prcca@; laboriouslym 5 & _
v butlt up during past 50 years and par*icv“uvy since 1940; 54 g
DCEM that inconceivable chsnge could have been hrought about by ol E
mere wnim or Jdesire Tor nower; that ther must have existed ~ e
conditions of extreme gravity unknown to puvlic opirion and ~ <
o rress for such & radical remedy tco bave Leen considereﬂ o =3
necessary by military. ~ é>,3
TN T oo d PR N 3 N w
&ﬂhTNQ shated Batisteis vast history forced cne to suppose ;@
4, 1 » -
that "in 2ccepting the request by the military So take charg =
of the goverament of the repubiic" he did so convinced that __ &
oy by this extreme means could the count v's illness be n) g -
=3
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MONDCT in mecerate editorial exhorts people avoid bloodshed PR
ar:d work for return constitutional government. Several

papevs held that., in abserce information concerning reason

Tor coup, would e well reserve judgment. TFracticslly all
exhorved Batista %o guarantee basic libhertles, f{reedom press,
speech, meetings; ét,i Fress urges Cubhans rewain calm and

asks mew regime return o monstisutlonality at earliest
noment. Jevercl ealuorizls state Prio regime tolerated,
abetted gangsterism and license. -
\
MANANA def@pdm Zatista, sayving situation country had become
insupportablie ars democracy had ceased exist in that sacred
righ* to 1ife itself had ceased to exist and gangsters had

taken over. »
. I's - E
Communist HOY attacked Batista for overthrowing the constitution.
. .
Several editorials tcok iine that while crder is important,
Iiberty alisc impertant and these should complement rather .
than infringe upcn each cother. »
Strongest editorigl
xI
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-2-628, March. 12, from Habana.

Strongest editorial reactlon against Batista's coup came

from ALERTA whose editor Ramon Vasconcellos was to have

run for Senator on Ortodoxo ticket and which constituted
principal organ of publicity for Ortodoxo party. Vasconcellos
stated coup had destroyed at a stroke Republican structure

80 laboriously built up through the constituent assemblies of
1901 and 1940. He said people have awaited with anxiety

the explanations which Batista would give for his unexpected
action and for his "decapitation of the Congress". He

sald if Batista had been sure he would win elections he
would certainly waited the 2% months between now and June 1.
Vasconcellos devotes today's editorial to blasting Prio and
Cuban people, their docility and lack of ideals.
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— FROM MILLER TO BEAULAGC FADRC FOI CASE NO. S-{,S\{-L{
- DEPT receiving numerous inquiries from press and other GOVIS as to our
attitude recognition Batista regime., OQur rei)lies have been noncommittal.
Before taking any action on recognition LEPT will wish to consider carefully ~
your appraisal factual situation with specific reference regime's control 2:
machinery GOVI and NATL TERR and GEN acquiescence people, Also we will wish E)
to consider its acceptance and intention fulfill Cuba's INTERNATL obligations. 8
in conformity practice followed cases recognition new AMER GOVTS recent years (;N
DEPT will probably inform other AMER GOVIS before taking any action. In -
_ ' , ol
present case however it may be desirable to delay recognition somewhat longer N
o ~ .
than in some other recent cases because of possibility that Cuban case will
"have repercussions in other countries where elections are being held this
Desired year and where situation is not stable especially PAN, ECUAD and Chile.
. {Offices . B r
Cnly) . . - N
’ Note 662 from Campa bears upon Cuba's intention to fulfill INTERNATL
obligations but as implied in your 520 MAR 12 there seems to be fairly — 2
' _ ] determine ‘
large loophole. In due course I believe that we will want to &Estx®X more m\)
precisely wﬁmmxwm@mexact meaning of the language contained in g\\v)
P Campa's note but my present feeling is to wait until pressure from Cubans S
: . : : _ o Y
builds up and we may be presented with opportunity to exert more influence ¢n . E !
> T ‘ . ‘ \ {)J
- over 1 \
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(_—GVer Cuba's future policies, Meanwhile DEPT and EMB will of course guard against MMW

action of any nature which CLD be interpreted as act of recognition. This does
indirect

not preclude 1nforma;/éontacts with Cuban officials. Miller saw Machado at home
yesterday. Latter extremely depressed over events and predicted Batista WLD have
great difficulty in controlling situation because of opposition of labor and

unwillingness of many people such as Santovenia to serve for regime created through

{ilegal means.
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El doctor Cazlos Prio Socarvds,
Mexico, fué sorpréfiifidaipor un foldgralo, en la

de ayer, poco despuss de
do entrevistarlo . alli, “por
. &30

.

Frustrados Esfuecrzos

, Adpiel suto que marehaba g tesls
E’Veim‘u!ad por ia RBilaues
Cputendn el recorvido de In cosia
norte de La Habmuw v Matanzas,
i ocupido por Lres personsjes
aulénticos. Uno de ellox, «in eni-
bargo, tenfa un-relieve singuhoe
Vestia un pantaion v camisa de-
portivia ¥y su rostro se encontraba
sen‘n-o(tl_ilw por un ancho zombre-
O guajivo que se lo bajaba solieg
los ojos,
un poblacidi. Se trataba del doe-
ftor Carlos Prio Socarras,  flan.
fgqueado por el senador Diego Vi-
icente Tejern y el representante
| Sergio Megias,
| Habian abundonado el Palacio
Presidencial en horas tempranas
i de la mafiaha del dia 10. Bl doc-
tor Prio, que dormia plicidamente
en su finca La Chata, fué desper-
;t?do abruplamente por un’ fami-
fliar, quien le eomunicd ¢l hecho
asombroso para él de gue el ge-
neral Fulgencio Batista. en acuer-
“do con oficiales del Bjército, ha-
] b}a dado un golpe de HEstado, des-
tituyéndolo de, i

En la Embajada de

e levantarse, Ningin ré

Ieftdatica

RSP o PRV X

Recorrido del Dr. Prio
Desde Palacio al Ixtlio
Relaié « un Reportero de EL MUNDO sus

E

eada vez que cruzaba,

EL MUNDO
MAR 12 1952

1 Gobierno

' sitaria,

na at periodisia:

I me de ia guarnicién de Palacio
“juntp a su Presidente, demostra-

del teléfone.

neral Veldzques® quic
e dijo al doctod Prio
ra hacia La -Clabafi&’
neral estaba deten
Posteriormente, y
nerviosisne y la Ingértidmbra
reinaba en Palacio, ‘e Presidente
ogré conectarse, t-mbién por té
Iéfono, con el coronel Manuel Al-
varez Margolles. jefes der™ Bpgi-
miento Maceo, de Driente, gnien
respondié &si a su - interléfutor: -
—Presidente agubno secundamo
ese movimiento. Estamos junto
legalmente constituido.
Venga para fci gue lenemos m-
chos hombres y montafias y pode-
mos resistir. ..

No habian pasado quince_ mi~
nutos y ain sus acompafiantes
en aquellos dificiles momentos es-
taban discutiendo lo mis acerta-
do a seguir-— cuando se presenta.
ron en Palacio los integrantes de
{a Federacion BEstudiantil Univer-

E] doctor Prip relald asi la esce~

--Yg estabs confuse alm, pero
oplimista por la conversacién con
Margolles, Atlemds, la acttud fin

@a por el hecho de que tenfan de-
tenidos en el cuarto pise a un te-
niente de la Marina y orée que
un sargento. quienes antes de’
vo Hepar alli habian ido a rendir

asilado en la Bmbajada de

impedirlo las -

[

i

por Consolidurse

i

,mamied on agquellos momentos con’
virios puoudos militares para in-
vestigur la sttuscidn v ver
posible oficcer resisténdin,

Habls primeramente con el me- H "por un pobiado, después de j\&berﬂ

peval Velizquez, produciendose of .
siguiente’ diflogo:
—QGenerd!, [ como eslin las (:w}
s povr ahi?

-~ Aoy hien, Presidente. ..
(Tevmding on Jie Paging 19, {'s],

sa

By e
! s

1a tropa, me dievon alientos y es-
peranzas para detener ja suble-
vaeion.

Haeiends una padsa coblinud:

.Cuando Jog estudiantes univer-

sitarios llegaron hasta mi para de-
cirme que olvidando lodasg las eri-
Licas anteriorps estaban dispuestos
,a lichar, me emociond en lo mis
"hondo. Yo me vela entre ellos, co-
mo cuando en la lncha contry Ma-
chado formaba parte del estudian.
tado universitario y me lancé a
“lodos 1os riesgos por un ideal. Asi
pues. les dije que combaliria, ofre.
ciéndoles Ings noticias que me habian
comunicade momentog antes. in-
formandoles que en esas condicio-
nes era Max inteligente abiindo-
nar Palacio y divigirme a las pro-
sncias gue ann ne hablan secun-
ldndo a Balista,
" Después el docloy Prie Soca-
pvAs continué hablando atropella-
damente, Relaté el viaje de Lres
. horas desde La Habana a la ciu-
"dad de Matanzas v su proyecio
de desiznar al coronel Martin Ele-
{na. jefe de la vecina pa'm'inc‘t'sm
Clefe del Estado Mayoer del Ejér-
feita,

Yool dector Prio agregd:

- Por cierto. cuandn pasamos

+

“nos introducido con la méquina
por unos campog heneguaneros pa-
ra evilar ser descubicrlos. dos sol-
dados se acercavon al auto pre-
guntandole a Tejera que quién era
vo, pues no Mg reconocian ya que

[ pronto  supimos

ias,”
‘ese

ya.-que los
momento,

Tony. .. o

L Segul en la casa que me. alber:
‘26 en Matanzas tratando de-
nectarme con Camagiiey y Orién-
‘te, pero lagfcomunicaciones ya es- i
taban imposibles. Seguimos tam-j
bién investigando la  posibilidad
de clcanzar un aviéon para diris
girnos hacia Santiago de Cubasy
que ya Batista
habis ocupado todos los  aero-
puertos. En esas condiciones apa-
lizamos la situacién. Me incliné
a regresar a La Habgna de nue-
vo para armar s lot civiles ¥ lu-
char de ser posible. Trataria de
esconderme y confiaba en el &xi-
to, pues lenge una gran expe-
riencia en ello desde los dias de
mis actividades revolucioriarias.

Tampoco €] provecto cuajd, pues
supimos gue Batista habia infor-
made a.un periodista que mé da-
ria toda clase” de seguridades y
no me perseguiria para que pu-
diera continuvar viviendo tranqui-
iamente con mi - familia. Queria |
tumillarme v despojarme del sim- |
bolo que aun represento: el dej
~ser el Presidente Constitucional §
tde la Republica—@ntonges, decidi §
embarcarme para el extranjero,
pues aceptar la limogna de Ba-
iista hubiera sido cobarde y ri-
diculo. D¢ ahi que regresara a La
Habans. Dentro de unos momen-
tos solicitaré asilo al embajador
Coquet.

El doctor Prio, cansado, sin
afeitarge, vigtiendo la misma ca-
misn, pantalones ¥y el jaguet de
lana verde que tenia cuando aban-
don6 Palacio, con su caracleris-
tivo tie nerviosoacentuado, ini-
¢i6 unn gerie de preves conside-
raciones en torno a la situacién
de la lsls. Entre cllas intercald
una foticla:

~Millo Ochoa eslablecié con-
tacte conmigo para consgguirme
un avidn, pere fracasé,

Y a renglén seguido:

—Hstoy satisfecho de low allos
oficiales del Wiército, Podor res-
aondieron al Gopternd. Kl mov
miento fué de capilanes para aba-
jo, quienes se sumaron a Batis-
ta sin previo contubernio, pues
hay que decic que el golpe se did
con muy pocos hombres, ‘Yo te-
nin perfectamente vigilado a Ba-
ista —o' creia tenerlo— por hom-

ademds del ancho sombrero me
habia puesto la mano con el pa-
fiuelo extendide sobre la nariz, que
como es una de miy caracterisii-
cag faciales temi me identifica-
ran. Dieguilo, con rapidez, les di-
jo: “Ws que traigo al viejo enfer-
mo y lo llevo para Matanzas a
[ver a un médico™,
i Al abandonar Palacio
aué el Presidente——  algulen
neonsejé que me afeitara el bi-
gote y me cambiara el peinado

~—eontis

me'

-



Margoiles, Afiend
me de . ladguarniclén de
junto a su Presidente, de
da por el hecho:de.que tel
tenidog en el cuarto, piso.]
niente de la Marina 'y
un sargento, quienes
vo llegar alli habian ifl
Ia {ropa, me dievonalientos v
!peranzas para detener Ia. su
vaeion. s
Haciendo wuna pausa conti
\\\\\ Cuando los estudiantes univer
sitarios llegaron hasta mi paraid
chrme gue olvi?a‘ndo todas las cff
i licas anteriored estaban dispuestos
4 luchar. me emocioné en'le mas
'hondo. Yo me veia entre ellos,
mo cuando en lg lucha contra Ma-
chado formaba parte del estudian-
. {ado universifario v me lancé-a
‘{odos los riesgos por un ideal. AST
"pues. les dije que combatiria, ofre-
' piéndoles 1as noticias que me habian’
T st ’ -, comunicado momentos antes. in-
i . , . . “ i{m-m:indolez que te?' gisnatse cggg:ﬁ;g-,
l ¢ P © lnes era méas inteli 0~
z‘ {@Carrzdo dgi ﬁg" rlO inar Palacio y dirigirme a las pr
| -] ® Yy ewe SI {vincias que atn ne habian secw
Desde Palacio al Lxilio '
| Cgamente. Relaté el viaje de tres
- ‘horas desde L.a Habana 2 lg cin
‘dad de Matanzas y su proyecto
de desiznar al coronel Martin Ble-
' ’ ‘np, jefe de la vecina provinoia,
: Adquel auto gue naarchnbs a todds | munied en aquellos momentos con L1000 del Tstade Mayor del ‘Ejér- L SCEUIG0; el
velocidad por la Via Blanen si- g varios mandos milibares parn in- feito, __W‘Estoy g?‘ isfech o
guiendo el yecorrida de ln costa | vealigor ln sltuecion, y ver s cem v ¢l doclor Prio agregé: I »ficiales ﬂe]',Ejél"Cltﬁd %}‘
E(:rm dc']f‘ Habana y Malanzus, | posible oftecel resislencin, = Il _Por cierto, cuando pasamosijondicron al (?o.b;f;*::es pm‘
::ali(::i'xk:i‘»:( {;iriz?l(lsf]ET)(;ijé‘!é?:1)1?:':§? TIahlo primeramente. con el ge- || por un poblado. después de haber- | Thiento fué de cap
bargo, tenin un relieve singuine.
Vestia un pantalén y camisa de-
porliva ¥ su rostre se enconlinbs ]
semi-aeulto por un ancho sompre- | %48 pov ahi? .
rO g Jire que se lo hajaba .«;u’ﬁﬁg’ - Muy hien, Presidente. ..
los ojos. eada vem que eruzaban, crermina oo tn Pagine 10,0 ol

1

jada de
or un fofdgralo, en la mahana
evantarse. Ningiiy :
Jimpedirlo las
dticas,

Meéxico, fué sofpréf
de ayer, poco despti
do  entrevistarlo . o

do?
e’
i, p

tos " solicitaréd asilo
ogiret. "
dactor

o
-
2
H

i

S

ldado a BRatista L ] 5
© Después el daclor Prio Seca~ jcié una gerie. de

mds continug hablando atropella-| raciones en’ toxny
; de InIs

una roticia: —
~Millo  Ochoh =
tacto. conmigo  para’ con
un avion, pero. fracasd,
Y a renglon seguido:

Relato « un Reporters de EL MUNDQ sus
Frustrados Esfuerzos por Conselidarse

verid Velizquer, produciendose of | nos intreducide con la mAguina joiquienes se sumaron &
siguients’ didlogo: 1| por unos campos henequeneros pa-
' {m evitar ser descubiertos, dog s0l-
dados se acercaron al auto pre-
puntandole s Tejera gue quién €ra.

[ yo. pues no me reconccian ya que
6 lademas del ancho sombrero me

-=Cieneral, o edmo eslin las co- gon muy pocos

nig perfectamenté vigilado 3
itista —o creia temerlo— B
! e T

unid poblacidn, Se {ralaba del dog. - — oo r e neen Col. 6 1

8, fhine
Diego Vi
representante

Htor  Carles Prie Socns
Pqueado por el senador
ccente Pejera y el
chr;{in Megias,

Habtan abandonado ¢! Palacio
Presidencinl on hoeps temprans
vde b mafiana del dia 10, W ddoe-
ftor Prie, gue dormin plicidamente
]en su finea L Chata, fué despers
(lado abruptamente per un fani-

|

habia puesto la mang con e} pa-
! fiuelo extendido sobre la nariz, que
lecome es una de mig caracteristi-
t'ﬂg faciales temi me identiﬁcn_u-
| ran. Dieguite, con rapidez, les di-:
jor “Ex que traigo ai viejo enfer-.
mo vy lo llevo para Matanzas a:

Uver a un médice”, . .
i Al abandonay Palgeio ~—~con’d«£
“aué el Presidente—  algulen me

Har. quen e comunics el hecho  lnconsejé que me aféilara el bi-
psombraso pava ¢ de que e ge- T Jgpote v me cambiara el peinado
teral Pulgencio Batlista, en aener- : Leomo  cuande  estaba  perseguido

eV mgencin Balista, on acer- len épocas mnieriores, perd estinié
b dada un polpe de Fativdo, e
R RT AU TR Ve PN de b L .
i 3 code I Presislencin s
P Repihtien, e
M doctor o Dane al
ln'm'onvl Vieenle Lean, jefe e su
| pseolty 1 S ' .
N \)ll i JHUEN - se o eneoniraba en
A Mansion Wjeeuliva,
CEnoun breve cambio de
pEones el Presidents de In
ﬂ)!]{*a fe ordend que seom
:I!’l]!‘(‘ PIESU posteion v abriera
l"’i-h(') st das Lropas insubording .
‘!ff‘.x n}_t(“nt.nbmx tomiar su resilen.
2;;;:“()(101:1!' anunetandole ab nismas
PO gue partia inmediatun
1 B Hei 1111 > (
> para all, pment
i Ya en

temenia

pre.
Hepir.
anluviers

ot Palacio, disentiondd g
‘manég A seguiv con sus dos e
,,‘;;m“l&::&:on;1(39!' Tejera, ol ve-

se 0 Megias v ootios ami-

log ' (7 Pro.
N 1 1
Loy B, Uo ‘01 encuentya gon

e o Pasyg e R
| seng, [oEuit, i persegais
ealta RO M sar-
Capip o o2 hahi

O herigy 0 Chay,,

Cor
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aeral Veldzquez
ie dijo?al docto)
ra hacia La Cabafs
neral estaba detenid
Posteriormente, y en' medi
| nerviosismo y 14 hitértidirmbr
Jreinaba en Palacio, e} Presidenie
1legrs cobeciarse, t mbién por tes
16fono, con el ¢orongl Mamuel Al
varez Margolles, jefe. del” i-
miento Maceo, de Oriente, guien
respondié asi a su interléCutor:

—-Presidente ggul no secundamoy
ese movimiento, Kstamos junto '@l
Gobierno legalmente constituido.
Venga para ac{ gue tenenios mit-
chos hombres y wontafias y pode-
mog resistiv, ,

No habian pasade guince. mi-
i nutos —-y aln sus ascompnfiantes
en aguelios dificiles momentos e
taban discutiondo jo mds aceria-
do a seguir—— cunnds se presenla.
ron en Palacio los integrantes de
la Federavion Bstudiantil Univer-
sitaria,

B doctor Prip relats asi ja esce-
na a! periodista: *

~~Yo estaba cbnfuse ain, pero
oplimisia” por ja conversacién gcon
Margoltes, Atflemds, la acttud fie-
me de la guarnicion de Palacio
civnle & gn Presidenie. demostra-
da por el hecho de que lenfan de-
| tenidos en el cuarko pise noun (e
Iniente de In Maring y oreo gue
un sargento, quienes anles  de
yo legar allt habian ide a rendir
la tropa, me dieron atientos y es-
peranzas para detoner b suble-

t

pudiera d&F una sen~
negativa. ‘

esgraciadamente -—sigue ha-
rido el doctor Prio Socarrds—
Matanzas me recibid la noti
sid de” Gue ya Martin Elena habia
1do “sustituide. Tony Varona, que’
os ‘encontré en Matanzas, siguid
samitno inmedistaménte para Las
Willas, ya que los informes, has-
arese momento, eran favorables
al Gobierno. Sin embargo, no ha.
fn un gpinuto que me habia des-
pedido ~ de 81 deseandole  buena
suerte cuandoe un telefonema nas
anuncié que la region central de
la Isla estaba también perdida.
No tuvimes tiemipo de detener a
Tony...

t Segui en la casa que me atber-
&0 en Matanzas tratando de co-
‘nectarme con Camagliey y Orien-
‘te, pero lasicomunicgciones vo es-
taban imposibles. Seguimos tam-
bidn investigando la posibilidad
de rleanzar un avién para diri-
girnos hacia Santiage de Cuba ¥
pronto supimos que ya Batista
habia ocupado todos los acro-
puertos. En esaz sordictones ana-
lizamos la situacion. Be incliné
a regresar a La Habana de nue-
vo para armsar a los civiles ¥ In-

riencia en ello desde los dins de
mis actividades vevolucionariag,
Tampoce el proyecto cufjé, pues
supimes que Batista habia infor-
mado a un periodista que me da
ria toda clase de seguvidades ¥

vaeidn,
Haciends una pausa eonlina
~Cuands log estudiantes vniver-
sitarios Hlegaron hasta mi para d
cire que olvidaudo todaz lag ori-

a hichar, me emociond en lo Mas
hondo, Ya me, vela entre ellos, eo-
me etiiido en In lucha contra Ma-
chada formaba patrie del estudian-
taslo universilario y e lancé =
“todag los riesgos por m idenl. Asi
pues. les dife gue combatiria, ofve-
ciéndoles las noticias que me habian
, comunicada momentog antes, in-
| formindoles m:o en esag eondicio-
nes era My inteligente abando-
nar Palacio y dirigirme a las pro-
i vineias que atn no hablan secum-
Ddado 3 Ralista

Después ol doctor Prioc Soea-
s continug hablando slropetin-
damente, Rélnté el vinje de Lres
horas desde La Habana & Ja ciu-
dad de Matanzas v su proyeclo
de designar al coronel Martin Ke-
na. jefe de la vecina provincia,
dnfe del Esludo Mayor del Fiér-

ras, asilado en la Embajada de
ar ‘un folGgralo, en la manana
vantarse, Ningin répord
' dmpedirlo 1as -
dtico

Xl doctor C@,@gg,
México, fué sbrpr
¢ de ayer, poco des
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ecorrido del Dr. Prio
Desde Palacio al Lxilio

" Relaté « un Reporters de EL MUNDQ sus
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»- 1 por un poblado, despnés de haber-
produciéndase ¢ .

nos  introducide con  in mégquina
[ por HNOR ¢ampos henequeneros pa-
{ ra evifar ser degeubiertos, dos sol-
dadas se noercaron al auto pre-
ptandole a Tejera gue quién era
J1 w0, pues no me reconocian ya gque
MR“,"‘_,, . fol @ % ; del ancho sombre:;/'o c}nc
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rt\nva ¥ su rostro se encontraba coGenerit, Joémo estan las m~%
ent-0Ciilo por un ancho sompre- | S8 por ahi? ’
sgg‘z:;mg\que se lo bujaba mﬁp% -~ RMuy bien, Dresidente, ..
jOs, (:atdn vez que eruzunbay [ CPermita en 1

a poblacién. Se trataba del doe e 2
°r Carlos Prio Socurids, flun-
eado por el senador Diego Vi
cile Tejery y el ropresentunte”
Privio Meglas, )

Hublan abundonade e Palncio

- . rdemas
habia pueste la miano con e pa-
finelo extendido sobre la nariz, que
como es ung de misg oarrcteristi-
eng facinles temi me identifica-

ran, Dipguile. con rapides, les di=

<e}s{;d2?§%m en horas tempranns- jor “Bs que traiga al viejo enfer-
< Prie ana del dia 10. ¥l doc- mo y lo llevo para Matanzas a
3 o ﬁ;‘él;lax ::Oggsis; plicidamente jrer a un médico™, B :
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i~ j,m que se mantpy;
U bosicien ab‘r‘i

neonseié gue wme afeitara el bi-
gote v me cambiara el peinado
como cuando aestaba  perseguido
en épocas anteriores, pero estimé
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A fenenra b
iefe de anp
" st
Cneontraha  ay

{icas anteriorps estaban dispueslos |

ino e perseguirin para gue pu
diera continuar viviendo frangt
{Tamcute con mi familin, Queria
i bele que ann represento:r el
ser oI Presidente Ceonstitucional
de 1a Republica. Entonces decidi
embarcarnie para sl
pues aceptar Ja ihmosna de
{iste hubders side cobavde y vi-
dleuto, De ahi que regresara a La
Habang, Dentre de unos momen-

Coquel.

El dector Prio,  cansade,

dong FPalacio] con s0
tico tic nerviess gcentuado. ind-
eié6 wnn serie de breves conside-
raciones en lorne a Ia situacion
de iz Isla. Entre ellag
una Aoticia:

—Milio Ochoa eslablecia con-
tacto commigu para conseguinme
un avion, pero fracaso.

Y a renglon seguido:

~ Estoy satixfecho de
oficiales del Kisreito, Todos tese
Tsondieron ad Gobierno. Bl movis
Pmisnto e de capitanes para aba-
(o, gquienes se sumaron a Bitis-
{la #in previo contubernio, pucs
}huy que decir que ol polpe se o
{con ‘'muy poeos homhres,

fon aflos
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‘Yo te-
nig perfectamente vigilado a B
#istn -0 creia temerto.- por hom-

quien ‘estaba it
blar con Ratista Hse 'off
traicionsd., i
¥ en marcha hacia mi
iada, —eran cerca de’ lagdos
| Ia madrugada del lunes—i el dg
tor Crlos Prio manifesté:
—Hace comp diez dias. reunien
Palacio & los generales |y ‘corone-
les con mando directo ‘en las tio-
pas para decirles que tenifa noti-
ciax de ciertos rumores y conver-
anciones entre la tropa, sollcitah-
do de ellog que estuvieran - aler-
tas e investigaran, Me regpondie-
ron que no habia ningin proble-
ma ¥ alguncs informaron ' que
| siempre en’ lox centros del Ejér-
city, como en otros lugares, ha-
bia individues a los que fes gus~
taban hablar mucho, pero gue log
tenian vigilados. )
Finalizando asi su ehavla:
AN, se me olvidaba un de-
{ talle, periadistal Wstando ayer por
“la mafiana en Palacio recibi wn
Helefonema del doctor Grau San
| Martin, quien The comunicd esta-

R o i ba dispuesto a rewnirse conmigo
chay 0T pos . Trataria de! ;
esc;m?eerme ypcoz’}){li(;ha én(el éxi- 3.. :\ft‘gntnr .{Odm Ias Coqseqﬂex%
to, pues lengo una gran expe-| ot Yo le dije que ora mejor per-

maneciera en su hogav, pues st

mea pasaba algo. ¢ debia vivir pa-

ra gue ¢l Partide no quedara acé-
1o,
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Tl docior Pric se alejdé rénida-
“mente ¥ ol reporlern se dirigis al
periddica.

homiliarme v despojarme del sime-
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extranjero,
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tos solicitaré asilo al embajador
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afeitarse, vistiendo Is mispwt ca-
mign, pantalones ¥ ¢l jaquet de
lana verde que tenia cuando aban-
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