3

FROM

TO

REF

SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH LAWRENCE BERENSQN

i

Voo meEEe

%@Xé

IR ( Classification)
FOREICN SERVICE DESL%}) ’
44&’/4

Embasgsy Hebana

ﬂEcuﬁ%‘?Eﬁﬁ‘Bﬁﬁkmm

737.00/3-2752

DO NOT TYPE IN THIS SPACE

Merch 27, 1952
DATE hd

NO.,

THE DEPARTMENT OF S'l‘A'K‘la. WASIHINGTON.

DEPARTMENT OF STAT
BUREAU OF -

(INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS
M‘ bR~ 3 1952

NEW YORK ATTORNEY AND FRIEND OF B¥

Q "

I have the honor to enclose s wENIPEN "5 conver-
sation I haed yesterday with Mr. Lawrence Befenson, o New
York attorney and close.friend of General Batiste.

I% in expected that Mr, Beré“won will probably be one

of %he Americans closest -to General Batlista. He does not
hesltate to interest him”elf in, ald comment freely on,
Cube's domestic affairs, lucluding 1ts politicel arfalrs.
Al“hough I had rot seen Mr. Berenson for some eleven
years, and elthpugh Mr. Berensol hed never had anything
to do Wth ,ubur matters when I knew him, he took it upon

himself to inform me concerning the gralft allegedly being
engaged 1n by persgons high in the sugear indusiry. M.
Bereunson revealed that his principal informaent on such
mashera was Mr, Julio Lobo, who is no 1ily himself.
The present memorandum is quhmitted Tor the record
and for vonsible futhure referenc
=
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Enclosure:

Memorandum of conversatlon
with Berenson, March 26
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| | March 26, 1952 |

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION \

The Ambasssdor
Lawrence Berengon

Mr. Berenson called. He sald he had been with Batiste a
week or so before the coup d'état. He saild Batista khnew this
thing was golng to happen, but he didn't phink it was going to
happen so soon. The younger officers, howewer, had-told Bablstn,
“March 10 is the day" and Batlsta had gone &long.

Berenson nald he thought Geheral Tabernills Il a great deal ;
5o do with planning fthe reval Mrs. Batlsta told Berengon that -
ghe knew nothing ebout the coup un;il,she awoke on the morning ‘
of March 10 %o find Butista gone

Berenson gave nm?e nerles of personal impreafio 15 of
atiste, the kind of Job he would do, etc.

Berengon sald that Babtiste was worried by the deﬂﬂy in
American recognition. He sald Betista thought that 2 lot of
the criticism of him 1n the United States would disappear after
recognltlon. I teke 1t that this was one of the principal
reasons for Mr., Berengon's call, I made no particular comment
on his gstetement. ‘ T

I asgked Berenson to rerfresh my memory as to what he uped %o
do irn Cuba in the old days. He reminded me that he wag the
ML nrney for uhe TexLi1e E"vOCiPhLOh und had worked closely with

I asked Berengon whether he expected to have any connection
wlth the Cuban Government. He peid he dld LOb. He was an intimatve
friend of Batista, he and his wife and Batlista and his wife had
spent some time together at Poland Spring lost ﬂummer. He head
handled private business for Batlste and probably would in the
future; but he dld not expect to have eny connectlon with the
Cuban Government. L

with the Cuban Government. I said I liked %o be clear about.ijie _
status of people who ceme in to see me to L91k #hout Cuban makbers,
He sald he would..

I asked him to let me know if he should make 2 oonﬂechiozﬂ/\\

' -1 asked Berenson whether he knew Bernard Relln (Ex-Prealdent
Prio's American "Publlc Relatlong" adviser, a New Yor and an
alleged gangﬂmer) He sald he hzd never heard of Berrard ReTanJ
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He sasked whether Relin is o little fellow; I sald no; he is a 1-
big fellow. (I an very sure Berenson knows Relln, or knows \
about him.) '

I told Berenson I should like %o give him o 1little advice,
and that was to talk asbout Cuban politics as little as he could,
even to Batista. I said thet he was an American and Americans
were heing accused of mxing in politics down here. I should like
him %o keep out of the poliuican sltuation, in his own interest
end in the interest of hilis Government. Berenson sald he would. i
He could not keep Batista from talking aboub the politlcal : i
sltuatlon, of course, and Batlsta depezded on him a good desl for :
impressions con erning public regction_in the Unitved States, etc.

Berenson sald that Batlsbta had zsked Edmund Chester, former
A.P. representative here and now with one of the oroaﬂca%ting ;
companles, to come to Habana. e thought Batlsta wanted to employ 3
Chester as a kind of publlclty mav but he doubted that Chester

2
would -give up hls present Job Tor thst purpose.

Berenson talked about bthe storage contract which the
Ingtltute had made with three molesses buyers ln the Unlted
Stotes covering the storage of & million (slc) gallons of
molasses. He says the storage charge Tor one year is 1-1/44
2 gallon, which amounts to about $1,000,000. The kickback is
1/2¢ = geln n, which 1s being divided among members of the
Molasses Committee of the Institubte, ebc. Berenson mentioned

ames. ' '

Berenson referred to the "3¢-per-bag tax oir sugar for
Prfo'q electoral campalgn." He said the tex was to be increased
to 6¢ per bag in April of this year. He 3¢d the #1,200,000
elreandys collected had been divided among Prio, who got $400 000,
Mulel, who got #300,000, and certain other persons. (I cheoked '
leter with Arturo Manes oovcernibg this "3g-per-bag tax." He
seld 1t was o voluntaxry : u7d raised by the mlll owners to protect
thelr laterests. Some was used for advertlsing, some to subgld-
dize newspapers, and some undoub sedly wasn oald 1o certaln officieln.
He said the contribation wan not on the basis of any particular
ifigure per beg. It was suppoed to be oz revolving Tund of
$1,000,000, and mill owners were free to contribute what they’
wiched. He kuew : OLhL“E anoub pzy increase in the fund. ) J]“*
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