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furder of Ex-Minister of Interi or, Wi
Pino, Hew Chief of-lolice Nswmed

o »
alejc CO53T0 del Pino, former MINTstwy=gf INTEITOr and

foriner member of the CLﬂDdH House of Reprecinta LJJJ€S, was

shot and killed at about £:30 p.m. on feornary 12 by two
as yeb Uhi%@ﬂf ified assailents 1/. Cossio was owner of

the radi TRadic Cadena Habana', PNC'Conwressmﬁn
Radio SRLLAVA and bwo obher persons who were with Cossio
ot buoe time wero wonnded, - The snootins took place at the

Totrand Bart in Habana and cVLdenLly NdS premcditabed and
wcllwp*unuﬂﬂ, sosslo was shot from behindg cnd his body
RG 4 0 T .
was perrorat / s, The killer, &
1

)y i Ll )
apcomplicoes, cscaped in a woiling alibomobile

R
h

r .

One oi the Llmmediate resulls of this shooting was the
regetfil Ly President PRIO of uanL of Police Coloneléﬁecilio
Larial Alfonso. He wags pople by Lo, Col. Juan CONOULGRA
Ve ldes, detding Ond of v “"L“ the Arvy. ~ It

= 4 Lo his old-

announced Uy Mht’kh;101r
~omniand as Chiel of the

')L esh e ] i
in; LMde'”'
i dwnL
\'f_i(’r S xib\l

and ur'.:u;r

o o/

~le@nt. according to
DOn heinﬁ nlforned of the shoot-
zident I'rio's home to give the
se. wvidently Lope lresident
cniove Pérer ws ohilef of Folice
Lis offdce ot once to Coasue-
pra 2/ . s e tlhe press and cigned by Pgre”
Alfornco ot tuat Sonsuesra assumed charge o the polic
force as of L:C0-z.w.” 'ehxuawv 13. Lnter, 1t wes announce od
that ndef of the Sureoau ol Lavesil
and ol the lotorized-uodio Section ¢f the police
% rowoved,  Thelr pesitions were taken by
Witiag, uQUle cnd bajor oberto GUTINANLL

[y
!

1/ The tdnister ol Uefense shtated on Febru:

Governinent knows who they are. e did not,
any Names. : . -
2 Une reoort states Férez tendered his resi
"resident when he called upon the latter =nd that the Presi
defit cc:ert<d it., There have been runors for several wecks

N
I
4
1

that Péres would be removed axz Uhief® of Tolice and would re-

turn to Bhe”Army. It is probable that theve was some basis
for these rumors and that the present killing served to
bring the whole matter to a head. - :

Lone with other
- ‘ o

Lions of the police
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1ation Lo the

o]

Zo=wnRar|logam

Zo

iol

HAloyt:ddl  ISTIECTED
REPORTER (5) SECURTTY STHNREQR “er‘TﬂT - PREPARATION TIME

. ACTION COPY — DEPARTMENT OF STATL

The action offlce must ‘return this permanent record copy t6 DC/R files with an cndorsemcntAof action taken.

Forlbgcpt.

Use Only

FEB

19

\&
ez
;

ol
\! ‘i
5|
~C
\ i

=7
{2

(I

k

3

('N W

I\ VG ©
[N
Cg

B



2 . of \ Page  of

: R ‘TRTCTED
Desp. No...1338. .~ .~ GECURTTY. INFGEMATION Encl. No..
Habana . {Classification) ' DeSP- No.__ ___
: : " From
\ . ——
The police apparently have not determined the motive _1
Tor the killing as yet. It has been pointed sut, however,

that Cossio was kinister of Interior in 1947 at- the time of
the "Battle of Mariasnao'", usually known as the Orfila shoot-
ing. (Despatch 4382, Sept. 26, 1947) Reportedly, persons
involved in that case had sworn Lo kill Cossio*because of
his failure to take vindicativeé action agaiunst the murderers.
The trial of those involved in the Orfila shooting in which
tmilio TRO, among others, was kllled is now underway in the
Habana courts. Although the Orfila shooting took place almost
five years ago the case hcs not come up for trial until now.
It is LneroLore posan70 tnat soume conpecLLon does exist
between Cossio's death and tnp Orfila shooting. .
it the time Cossio was killed ne re norLedly was readlng
a-verdict handed down on the JLLOPHOOH of Tebrusry 12 by the
uuure1ﬂ ﬂl@gtordl Tribunal denylnw him tne right to replace
HLLO RS DIOS in the House of Hepresentatives.. It will be
recalled that tenedios was killed on January 15 as a result
of an altercation with a policeman over a traffic violation.
Although Cossio was the first alternate for Remedios, he had
failed to register as a memnver of any political party during
the recent registration period. As a result, his right. to \
occupy the vacant seat had been contested by the third alter-
nate José BASTBIRLCHEA 3/. -

Due bo this contest fer the vacant pvllthuL seat there

was, following Cossio's murder some “attemnvt Lo connect Bas- Y
terrechea with the event : lnu latter, however, presented

himself LMHLQ14L<ly to the police authoritics and evidently
was able to produce sufficient evidence to prove that he was
not in any way connected WJLh tLhe killing. , o

- r
lno Ortodoxos and other: ofﬂ sition groups have luplied

that the murder of Cossio may be relmbed somehow to the fact
that he hod continued to allow FIC Congressman José PALDO
Llada to broadcast on "iadio-Cadena Habana®, dlerta even ~
quoted Cossio as having stated SﬂOlbly bhelore hlu deaLn that
the Government had offered to give him llemedios' seat in Con- ~
cress if he denied Pardo Llade the use of his radio station. -
apparently, however, the gencral opinion is that Cossio's’
death is probably a matter involving criminal -groyps in

Cuba, and is not a political murder. ‘he rounding up by

the police of numerous known gangsters and statements by
Government officials indicating that the Administration in- .
tends to take strong measures in Lhisrmatter tend to support

37 The sccond alternate was not eligible because he had

Joined another polltlcal party. S ) -
- L . |
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this general opinion. President Prio, Hevia, and-other
. political leaders have denounced the assassination as the '
work of gangsters. -
r\ -
This latest in the series of criminal killingé'has : 'S

aroused public opinion considerably and may have important
repercussions in the political field. The recent escape from
- jail Ly Policarpo SOLER and the various' gang shootings which
‘have taken place during the past year have made rldlculous
the Administration s boast thot 1t has wiped out gangsterism,
It can be expect that this latest killing will be exploited
Tully by pULLthdl Qpponents of the Administration.
I'ne inept and weak handline of the police by Pérez Alfonso.
has becn severely criticized during the past months The Presi-
dent's action in immediately “tplr01n him as onief of Police X
i1s an indication bib the Administration aas become scnsitive
Lo tris criticism and realizes it nust take energetic-steps to

counteract tiie adverse opinion which this lJN7@5snev“ has
croeted.  with a national political cawmpaipgn in full swing

the Administration can i1ill zfford to allow such sensationel
amd ecacsily puoliclzed acts to o unpunished.

or Lhe Ambassador:

Henry A. Hoyt %
u(CoﬂH Secretary of Lmoassy )
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