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RUSOLUTICHS OF SRVLETH NATIONAL CONGRESS OF AIR TRANSPORT
WORKTILS.

SUBJECT :
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The Seventh Ngtional Congress of the;National Air Trans-
port Workers Fedgration (Federacién Aérea Nacional) was held
recently in Habéﬁh. Delegates from air transport syndicates — goM
throughout the Republic were in attendance. At the termination LAB
of the congress, a copy of the resolutions agreed upon was * CAB
presented to Pre81dent PRIO. The text 1s as follows: FRB

1. To request all airlines to comply with labor con- j
tracts registered with the National Air Transport
‘forkers T'ederation.

2., To permit the nirport Chauffeurs Union to affiliate
with the National Air Transport Workers Federation.

3. To recommend the dissolution of the National Trans-
port Commission and the credtlon of a Ministry of
Transport. :

4. To recommend the derogation of Decree 2878 of 1946
and Resolution 233 of 1949 issued by the Ministry of
Defense, with the purpose of preventing the continuance
of existing-'pirate practices' at the Military Airport
at-Columbia. : . -

5. Te recommend the organization of a secondary net-
work of radio stations, to better serve airplanes and
/QJ to avoid confusion in this important service.

5

6. To present a draft social securlty bill to Congress
for approval during its next session. :

d 7. To oppose the proposed obligatory syndicalization
requested by the President of the Republic.

8.  To struggle for the unity of all workers. g
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9. To support the sugar workers in their demands
and protest the violence of the army in the sugar
growing areas. -

10. To recommend the regulation of the air trans-
port industry by means of an Air Transport Problems
Commission, comprised of governnent representatives,
employers and workers, whose duties would be to
prevent unloyal competition, clandestine practices
and rate wars,

fPor the Ambagssador:

N
§
o

Ray H. Crane
American Vice Consul
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Subsequent o the outbreak of hostilltles zﬁ rea and
the issuance of a statement by the non-Communist CTC (see
‘mbassy despatch 19 of July 6) condemning the. attack on
the Republic of Korea and appealing to the Cuban workers to
seek the complete eradication of Communism from Cuba, several
labor unions have taken steps to remo?e known Communists from
“their ranks, . .

. The National Federation of Flectric, Gas and Water Plant:. o
 Workers was the first to institute proceedings against known
Communists (see despatch under reference). Formal dismissal
" proceedings have been registered with the Ministry of Labor
against seven of the ten pensons originally accused of Com-
munist affiliations, That the seven workers accused of
having Communistic leanings are defznmtely Communists appears
. to'be confirmed by an editorial appearing in the Communist
-,  daily Hoy which states, "These workers are being dismissed
- from their jobs not because they have failed to meet reguired
work standards, but because they are good Communists and re-
-fuse to agree with the political ideas of the company and
the Yankee Embassy." o -

/200" .28

Other labor organizations which have adopted resolutions
permitting the expulsion of Communists from the labor unions
_and in some cases have already instituted proceedings agasinst

workers "are the following: 1} The Hational Federation of
Medical Workers at a meeting held recently in Camaguey adopted
. a resqlution providing for the expulsion of all Commumnists

from the labor unions and in addition agreed to request the
Government to outlaw the Communist Party and return the news-

s paver Hoy to the non~Communist CTC; 2} The General Syndicate
of Warehouse Workers of Habana has reportedly 1nfarmed the
Ministry of Labor that all Communists are to be’ removed from
the syndicate. Thespokesman stated that the legal rights of ~
the workers would be respected, but that all workers foun
guilty of adhering to anti- democratic ideals would be depraveg
of their syndical rights; and 3) The Executive Committée o¥F
the Woolworth Workers Union [this union includes all e 1dye
of ten-cent stores in Cuba) recently adepted a resolution @h
denies all syndical rights to Ada PEREYRA, described by tﬁg;
Committee as a notorious Communist agent.

H
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The resolution also provides that Sra. Pereyra shall be
removed from her position as union delegate of the store in
which she is employed. The Committee reported that, although
all of its members were in complete accord on the queatlan,

a general assembly would be called so that all members of the
syndicate would have an opportunity to express themselves and
arrive at a majority ruling. The Committee added that its
decision had been reached after due deliberation and considera-
tion of alleged acts of sabotage and insubordination by the
accused.

omment :

It is encouraging to note that some labor leaders are

-apparently moving toward the ousting of Communists from

lapor unions, However, it is doubtful as to what degree of
success will be achleveé through the measures described
above, since neither labor leaders nor Ministry of Labor
officials are noted for enforcing resolutions.

For the Chargé d'Affaires ad interim:

¥ ' &D % W
. Rayuls' Crane
Assistant Attache’

RESTRICTED
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sugeer : GENERAL STRIKE FAILS TO PREVENT EMPLOYERS?! MEETING-BYE-—~. .
ACHIEVES CEHRTAIN MEASURE OF SUCCESS AS DEMﬁﬁﬁTRﬂTION}@§>E§QH
WORKERS UNITY, A
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The general strike of Cuban workers ﬁhicﬁ/;:r“callsd !
from 5:00 A,M, to 12:00 Noon on October 28 in protest against -
a meeting of employers for the purpose of Férming-an organe-.
ization to oppose unwarranted encroachments by organized
labor achieved a controversial -degree of 8UCCeSsS.

‘Ingofar as preventlng the meeting 'of the employera the
strike was a failure., However, as a display of worker unity
and as an indication of the potential power of labor, it was
succesaful to a fairly large degree,

: The trangsportabtion system in Habana and according to
early unconfirmed reports, throughout the Island wag virtiue
ally paralyzed. The only exceptions were taxicabs and some
privately owned busses operating in the interior villages.

Work at the docks was completely stopped during the
seven hours the strike was in effect. Rail transportation
was at a standstill and plane service was disrupted, -

Work stoppage among other industries and employee groups

was sporadic., The caterers union failed to issiue a definite

" resolution on the stand it would assume and, as a result,
‘several of the larger public restaurants which depend ex

. clusively on hired help were closed while private club and
hotel restaurants and smaller eating establishments operated
by owners and families remained open, Garages were closged 5
but service stations which are generdlly operated by individ- = §
uals on a percentage basis were kept open to the public,

0S1€-01/290° /¢8

Altho the leaders of the National Assocliation of : 2
Government Employees had previously agreed to support the f
" strike, Saturdsy morning found the majority of them at their
desks. Radio anncuncers were also on the job in spite of a

RHCrane/elw , s
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previous statsment that they would adhsre to the strike move-
ment. Most commercial establishments and offices were open
but were short staffed, It ia rather difficult to assess

to what extent those workers absent from their Jobs support-
ed the movement since many of them undoubtedly were unable

to reach their respective places of employment because trans-
portation was not available, Drugstores were about evenly
divided with only one or two of the larger downtown establishe
ments being able to open because many employees did not ap-
pear for work. (Ageain transportation may have been respon-
sible for their failure to report for work,) Smaller drug-
stores in the outlying districts appeared to open or c¢lose

at the will of the proprietors. Many grocery stores and food
markets, including the large public markets, were closed un-
til noon when the strike officially terminated. :

The electrical workers, headed by Angel COFIﬁO remained
faithful to their prior commitment - (see reference despatch)
and cut off the powsr supply for ten minutes on the evening

. preceding the strike. Although this action would indicate

., ‘support for the movement it is questionable whether the work-
ers would be able to deprive industry of power for any pro-
longed period of time in the event of further éemonstraﬁiona
of thias sort.

The Barbers Union which is Sommuni#twdaminated was the
‘'only workers organization publicly to denounce the strike,

P ‘Shortly after tﬁelve o'clock on:Saturday Senator. Euge-
"bio Mujal, Secretary General of the CTG issued the followw
‘ iﬁg statsment to the press:

"All the sectors of the thirty national federatiana af )
~ industries belonging to the CTC have followed the strike order
- isaued by the central organization, In the interior not only
the orgasnized workers but many who have escaped the orders
issued by the Communists have also responded. In Habana some
commercial centers have worked as well as some grocery stores
.that were openﬂd by the police,

"We protest against the abuses committed by the police
who unjustly arrested hundreds of workers and many leaders
. of the CIC and we demand their rapid release since in most
cases their only offense was to go about in autcmcbiles bearw
ing CTC 13geﬁésg

. MAt gll events we want to avail ourselves of th&s QD= :
portunity to answer the slander of a few petty Communist leade
ers and orthodox leaders to the effect that this national
strike movement of protest had been carried out in collusion .
with the employers. It would hardly be necessary to clarify

,-qh‘!‘aﬁ 1
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these facts because 1t cannot be conceived that in'ﬁhié(sbrugw
gle of ours ﬁgainst the employer sector we should act in ac-

cord with it,

"The CTC always acts firmly, truthfully, and out in the
open, Our objectives have been declared publicly in the ex-
position handed to all the national press, Here are our Ob-
Jjectivesz and our opinion in this struggle: FYAgainst employer
reaction and that of their allies, the Communists, and for the
maintenance of all the advances gained by the workers.! There-
fore, in fulfilment of the resclutions of the Secretariat of
the CTC the movement of protest which started at 5:00 &'clock

. in the morning is considered at an end at 12:00 noon, FEusebio
Mujal Barniol.™

Some five thousand merchants and industrialists met on
Sunday morning, October 29, as scheduled, to discuss the prob=-
lems confronting them and to formulate piana for the estab-
lishment of an employers organization. ‘

The three main topics of discussion were as follows:
1) the action of the Administration in setting aside a Supreme
Court decision in a labor dispute; 2} certain statements made
by the Minister of Labor which the employers claim incited
the workers to take action against the order of the nation;
. .and 3) determining what action the employers should take in
view of the present situation. ‘

Aurelio MARTINEZ Arizals, & member of the organizing com~
. mittee, {(Arizala is also one of the owners of Omnibug Aliado
" which was directly affected by the Supreme Court's declsion
gave the opening speech in which he said: "We cannot permit
anyone to push us around, nor do we propose to abuse anyone,

- We only ask the-government for the same protection any citie
zen is-entitled to and we hope to comstruct, in an atmosphere
of ca%@"and understanding, a better future for everyone con-
cerned .o : .o . N

f . .
) Other speakers strongly criticized the Administration -
for ivs indifferent attitude toward the strike and blamed it
for not having prevented it, Senator Euseblo Mujal was also
the object of severe attacks by the speakers.

The following resolutions were passed by the assembly:

l. To take the necessary steps for immediate organiza-
tion of an Emplovers' Confederation, -

2. To declare "soclally dangerous' the attitude of any
government representative who incites the masses against demo-
cratic procedures. (This was aimed directly at Mujal, who is

RESTRICTED




-

. H ~
. - -
]

£

.. BN -
secomtty : RESTRICTED ‘ : 4. Habana 953

e

,~""a Senator, and indirectly at President Prio, who didn't refute
! statemsntas by his CTC boss that he backed the strike objectives,)

!
3. To label as irresponsible and provocative any act that
tends to ignore the right of the employer class to organisze
under the laws and constitution of the country.

Lo - To appoint a committee to integrate the work of ore
ganizing the employers and set forth the principles which in-
spire such organization,

5. To reject belligerent statements by Eusebio Mujal
concerning Judge Riera Medina, "an honest and capable officw
ial.” (Mujal had condemned Medina for attempting to enforce
a decision of the Court of Constitutional Guarantess pertaine
ing to wages and hours of bus workers,) ' o

6. To thank the presa for publishing news of the gather-
. ing despite opposition of the CTC,

, - The employer group has indicated that it feels the meet-
- ing was a definite success and that the full cooperation of
perhaps ninety~five percent of management could be counted
on in the event a showdown between labor and management should
emerge from the present situation. The employers also feel
that Senator Eusebio Mujal's and, consequently, labor's po=-
sition has been seriously weakened gince Mujalss avowed purpose
" of preventing the meeting of the employers was thwarted, Also,
. the fact that many people were seriously inconvenienced by the
- © « strike may have a profound effect on their heretofore sympa-
thetic attitude toward labor,

-, The Administration remained silent throughout the strike
period and has not yet found it expedient to issue any sort
of statement either approving or condemning the actions of
the workers. ! N ‘

X There were no serious conflicts as a result of the strike,
although 2 few minor disturbances were registered when those
workers adhering to the strike movement attempted to persuade

- .employees in commercial establishments to leave their jobs.
Unconfirmed reports indicate that between fifty and eighty -
persons were arrested, but all were released shortly after
the work stoppage terminated,

4

The press has been unanimous in dencuncing the strike as
illegal, unwarranted, and as a complete failure., All papers
have carried editorials and front page articles on the question,

v

copies .of which are being enclosed, .
It f For the Chargd d'Affaires ad interim:

a-'a?/ W ’ -
y(r. Crane, '

Enclosures: ?7* Asaistant Attaché,

(}% }fg:j / Clippingse -
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Habana's 953, October 31, 1950
: CTC NATIONAL COUNCIL AGREES TO CALL GENERAL STRIKE 4 350

The National Council of the Cuban Confederation of Law
bor agreed to call a general strike at a mesting held in
Habana on November 25, 1950, The purpose of the meeting
was to discuss the effects of the general strike called on

to follow in view of the employers' apparent determination
to form a National Federation of Employers.

.~ The discussion was carried out under the direction of
Eusebio MUJAL, Secretary General of the CTC, who urged the
workers to.call another general strike unless certain con-
ditions were met by the employers.. The following conditions
were specifically mentioned: a) that the emplovers bind
themselves to guarantee present working comditions; b} to
‘withdraw all appeals against labor decisions which have been
filed with the courts; and ¢) to sgree to participate in a
roundtable conference under the chairmanship of President
Prio to reach definite understandings on these quésticnse

. The delegates gave the CTC Executive Committee .a vote
of confidence and authority to call a general strike when-
ever it might deem it expedient to do 50, - - -

The conssnsus is that the employers will not agree to
the above-mentioned conditions nor will the CTC attempt an~
other general strike in the immediate future, There are at-
tached coples of editorials appearing in the Havana Heprald
~and Havana Post which reflect the general tenor of aditorial
comment on the . strike threat,

For the ﬁmbaséadof:

W

Aasiat t Attaché, .
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i s the use of force to compel employers lo:
: ghandeon all the righis and- protection which |

 federation of Workers -of ‘Cuba- (GLC
« ferday agreed with its Secretbry el

Sengior Eusebio Mujal {Auténtico).
miight be necessary to declare a general strike
if employers do not undertake to guarinte
the *social gonguesis™ of the workers,

. The guaranice would consist in witl:
drawal of all appeals to the courts cstablish
ed by the employers againat official rulings
of which they do not approve; and to agres
t& meet nt a round table conference with
the President of the Republic and repres
entatives of the workers to seek solutions.

This proposal, adopied by the Council,’
which immediately gave the Execulive Com-
mitice of the TG carle blanche lo declnre
& genera] strike Jor such dele as it may dé«
¢ide on, is much more important than it may’
seem at “prima facie” H

For the strike would not be simply a slep
s force emplayers 1o grant dem#ads legally
made, however exhorbitant they may be. It

the lows of the conntry grant them. It i
the use of the passive violence eharaclerislic -
of {he sivike 1o compel employers to desist
from resorting to the laws, which all shonld
ohey, in seeking redress for impositions. We |
o not ask hiow labor would feel if the posi-
tiong were reversed, for labor scems to give
wot a whit for lInws. T
- 'The proposal to meet witl: the President
and representnlives of the employers at &
round izble fo thresh maliers out sonnpuds
reasonable enongh when considered with xéhe ,
simplicity wifh which it is made. Bot, it
must be borne in mind that the meeting is
intended {o consolidate the proposed waiv-
ing by the emplovers of their right fo resort -
to the laws. It is ag i law breskers invited
he damaged parties to meet with the ehief
of police to agree never {o {ake their come -
plaints 1o court.. ) :
The nvilation Io meef with the President .
is but a continuation of s bad eustom that’
seern {o have become rooted in Cuba, It is
that of taking all Ishor conflicts to the Chief
Executive as though he were his own Minis-
ter.of Tabor, A president should have his .
mind and time free for other problems of
the nation, In Cuba theré are many things
which require attention by the President,
but they have to be set aside while Inbor
problems are considered ~—and we say “con--
sidered™ instead of “solved” because there:
never seems to be any resl, sound snd Iast- S
ing solution but merely hasty temporary: - e
;ncms?ma which give rise tc more j‘?mé"
ferns. ® . '.
Sensible labor must awaken fo the need !
of real lakor leaders who are interested in
real solutions of Iabor problems and notin|
wvote-getting. 'These real solutions are .the
hest for the worker, the employeriand the
mation: Let's have no more browbeating of
governors and emiployérs: and- flstnting ‘of

- the laws, D




e

R

EDi10RIALS b
Too NBz'g For I{s Breeches

" Announcement that the Cuban Confedération of Workers
is threatening another general strike unless labor and govern-|
ment meet its most recent arbitrary demands mdxcates tha:%‘
it is getting a hit too big for its breeches, :

The CTC (Confeée:aclon de Tra,bagaéorcs de Cuba} is an
organization with a great deal of- potentaal for doing gooé;
which spends entirely too much of its. time looking under the

a man of considerable ability or he wouldn't be where he is, -

relatzgz:s. . )
The last threat of the CTC comes on the heaIs of . a,__-, .
the first one of this nature, this one also is touted as a “pro~

test” against the infant employers’ protective group, a sort
of National Asseciatmn of Manufacturers\.of Cuba.. - '

Principal gripe of the CTC is that it fears the emp!oycm
group will talke some action against its interests. On  this
vague charge Mujal and his cohorts propose to call a general
strike unless the employers’ group guarantees to maintain la-
bors’ gains, which are guaranteed by law anyway. )

There has been no indication that anyone wants to take
_ from labor any of its legitimate gains. There is much mdzcane
tion that quite a few persons want td stop some of its abuses..
In threatening to strike against imagined wrongs that Imghi:E
bie ‘contemplated, the CTC is getting out of hand and riding, -
for a fall. Apparently it learned nothing from the last gem&rzﬂ§
. strike, which showed “plainly the apathy of the ma;omty pf ‘

-! ‘workers toxits far-fctchcd maneuvering,

i
LMW ,,,,,,,, . e g AU SO

bed for possible employer enemiés, Its boss, Eusebio Mujal, =~

could do much to bring labor and management together, bat
hé spends most of his timeé figuring ways’ ta antagomze thezr

ridiculous “general strike” that. turned out a general flop. Like - . K

ieo-
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THUBATEKED STRIKT CTA, CJBANA DE AVIACION,

A strike threat of p%}d%s, mecaan¢csLmﬁndwxﬁﬁﬁ_Rﬁﬁéggﬁﬁ%
throughout Cuba of the Cia. Cubana de Aviacibn in protes
various developments considered prejudicial to the interests
of the Company and of the employees wes called off after
repies sentatives of the workers conferred with President PRIO
about the following points. . '
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1Aﬁrealdeﬁt is -reported to have promised full

The proposed increase in Cuban taxes on airplane

837.062/2-951

Failure to obta 1n a nermlt For Cia. Cubana to fly
frow dobana to Hew York., President Prio is
reported to have yromlﬁed to renew efforts to
obtain such a permit Mrom CAB, The workers demanded
that if the &ov&rnme“L was unsuccessful, it should
revoke permits in effect for United States lmnes
serving Cubae.

The authorizaﬁion by the Governmeant of two .Cuban
airlines, serovias ™))" and Cuba Aeropostal to
utilize Camp Columbia airfieid, which is s military
Pi=ld in close proximity to the center of Havana.
The President is reported to have- promised not to
grant. any additional authorizations to use this
field and to investigate those already in effect,

tickets from Cuba to forei:n destinstions. The

reconsideration of this matter.

jQﬁ”Z/ZQO‘LEB

The authorigzation by the hatlonal Trdmgport Commission
of & Jewish airline to o¢perate under the Cuban flag
hetween Home and Tel-Avis with foreipn personnel,

It was reported that the Py esideﬁt premlsed to revoke
this permx%.

The existence of two radio stations that interfere
with Hadio Aercnautico de Cuba and the traﬁbmissyﬁy

of weather and other information for pilots. Elijmina-
tion of this interference was reported to have Re%n :
promised, " K

-,
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UNCLASSIFIED e 1679, Habana, February
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President Pric is understood to have promised that he
would propose at today's Cabinet meeting the formation of a
five-man aeronautical commission, composed of two representatives
of the wurk@rs, twe of the cempanles, and one of the Government
to study and coordinate all of the above Questlons.
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TELEGRAPH BRANCH
C ONFIDENTIAL

10: Secretary of.State
H0: 397, March 5, 6 p.n.

Following receipt DEPTEL 395, March 2 and letter March 2
from Weliman, discussed Loday with Warren Plne and Serglo
Clark of Compania Cubana and Carlos Parraga, company's
iegal counsel, actlion of labor union in attempting force
through company's application for NY-Habana permit.

Cubana offlcizls bkelieve feeling on part union mewmbers has
now reached point where threatened strike March 10 can

:fcnly be averted by favorable decision CAB or some indlecation
such deciaion will be fcrﬁheoming shortly.

1 pointed Gut to them unfavorable impression which strike

‘would create and possibliity of adverse effect upon CAB's

decision. They replled action on permit had been pending

‘so long and deferred so frequently that workers are now

determined carry out threat.

ALl three officers expressed anxiety over pessibii&tx permit

may be granted after {(repeat after) strike declared and

= WENEEEMENNE 1n| future negotiations with labor. They expressed

éesire talk immediately with Rentzrl or acting chairman
2ega they ¢ould obtaln sufficient assuranaes JTorestall

?£9~$$sﬁf§; |

PERMANENT
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?éﬁicWi%gmﬁéléphonic cenversation with Wellman I 1nformed

- pine visit to Washington would probably not produce

- desired results, but that Department offlclal would be

availdble diBcuss matter if he insisted on golng. Pine
said he and Clark had decided go tomorpow arriving
Washington Tuesday p.m., that company feels this effort
should be made chlefly for psychological effect it might
have on union memwbers here. I feel they now do not expect
any concrete results from talks they may have with CAB.

L ELBRICK
RE8P:VH
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