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SUBJECT:

Talk with Busebio Mujal, Secretary-General of the CTC; CTC
Desire to Carry on Organlzatlonal Campaign in Chile; ﬁotes

on CTC Affairs. :A“—Eg

Eusebio Mujal, Secretary=General of the Confederation of ngaﬁl
Workers (CTC), recently asked for an interview with this Embassy's,
labor reporting officer, which, after two postponements at Mujal's
request, was finally held at hls home. DMujal did not indicate tha\\
he wanted the interview for any particular reason, and as the en-
closed memorandum of conversation shows a number of subjects were

touched on by Mujal, who spoke ramblingly, almost exclusively, and
rather freely.
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In the Embassy's opinion, however, the principal reason why
Mujal requested the interview was to try to enlist the Embassy's
and in turn our Government's support in an effort to persuade- -
the AFL, CIO and UMW to contribute to an ORIT fund intended to
make it possible to send one or more CTC organizers to Chile to \‘\
carry on with the campaign the CIC has in the past_ condycted_-there
with the purpose of strengthening the anti Cogﬁﬁngﬁt £ Ybes “Withi
the Chilean CGT. As the CIC has explained the situatd 1~ 40 -&Eg
Embassy in the past, what is most needed in Chnle 3 o’ it f
the purpose of the anti-Communist labor forces»g,_ ;,
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this interview appears corroborated by the fao% that a few. daysg;‘vﬂ
later Francisco AGUIRRE, who takes a prominentipart in the.d g
international . act1v1L1es, Ignacio GONZALEZ Telléﬁﬁ”ﬁ“w 2
national Secretary and Dr. Orlando GOMEZ Gil, offlce chief of the =
CTC International Secretariat, at lunch with the labor reporting
officer, spent the greater part of three hours talking of the
urgency of organizational work among the Latin American labor )
movements and particularly of the opportunity that now existed in S
Chile, and which might not exist for long, to take that movement >z
definitely out of the orbit of Communist influence. :z:'
=
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- The Departments of State and Labor in Washington and Embassy
Santiago are of course in a better position than this Embassy
to pass judgment on the merit of Mujal's arguments. However, to
this Embassy they sound convincing, and if it is true, as Embass
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, officers have informally been given to ﬁnderstand, that the CTC
organizational work in Chile was highly successful in putting

anti~-Communist backbone into the Chilean movement, interested
United States Government agencies might well wish “to consider
the advisability of trying to persuade the American movement to
‘support the CTC in this campaign. ’

The Emvassy has already indicated to the Department in Des-
patch 217 of September 1, 1954 that the American trade uniong re-. ‘
presentatives at the ORIT Seécretariat meecting held im Habanma—at——
the end of August were, xkeE with the exception of the CIO repre-
sentation, opposed to the fund for the Chilean campaign. '

In Weeka No. 36 (Despatch 243 of September 8, 1954) the
Embassy rcported to the Department that at ‘the moment the CTC
is apparently having financial difficulties. It could not meet
its payroll for August on the 28th of that month, and when,
more than a week later, it issued pay checks, they were dated
September 15. Even before the 28th, a CTIC source had indicated
to the Embassy that because of the CIC's financial situation
there might be difficulty in carrying out the ORIT secretariat
resolution calling for the dispatch of a CIC organizer to Hon-
duras to help the labor movement of that country. i

Further, the Embassy is confidentially informed that the
CTC has been able to deposit only $66,000 of the $86,000 that
it pledged to the ICFTU for the establishment of the Planta-
tions and Sugar Offices. It has written to OLDENBROEK, ICFTU
Secretary-General, suggesting that since the first year of opera-
tions will not be a complete one, the plantations and sugar
offices program go ahead.

Asked why the CTC was in these financial straits, the .
source replied that the Government simply was not subsidising the
CTC in the accustomed manner. He had no satisfactory explanation
for the fact that the CIC should be hard up when the collection
of the $2.00 voluntary quota was going so well and so short a
time after the compulsory sugar quota check off, saying only
that money was badly and loosely spent by the CIC, .

From the emphasis Mujal, AGUIRRE and Gonzalez Tellechea ;
put on the Chilean program, it appears that they would over- ‘
come many difficulties in order to produce the %5,000 it calls ‘
for from the CTC,

The Embassy should add that there are apparently some
rumors of an insubstantial nature circulating in labor circles
to the effect that Mujal is regarded rather poorly by the

: BATISTA government, that his position is consequently most
insecure, and that after the new presidential term and the
national congress of the CIC due next spring, he is very likely
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- it may comment that practically no electoral propaganda on be-

- gresista Party is in fact receiving scant financial support from —
"the government.
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to be replaced by José PEREZ Gonzalez as Secretary-General of ‘
the CTC. These rumors are rather natural in the Cuban setting:
and the circumstances of the day. The Embassy will try to check
further on them and evaluate them in its next quarterly labor
report or sooner, if developments justify it. For the present

half of Perez Gonzalez, who is a government candidate for repre-
sentative, has appeared and that this would appear to corrobo-
rate reports that Perez Gonzalez and the Workers' Bloc of Pro-

Mujal's statements on anti-Americanism in Latin America and
the relative importance of economic assistance in fighting Com-
munism reported in the attached memorandum suggest that the
inferences regarding his views on this and related matters to be
drawn from despatch 86 of July .21, 1954 should be substantially
modified. He was there reported as having found the CIO state-
ment on the Guatemalan situation more to his liking than the
AFL statement and by implication as sharing in some degree the |
usual left-wing Latin American view on these subjects. Mujal |
seemed to be talking with sincerity when he touched on them in ’
the conversation of the memorandumy,and even if this were to be
doubted, the fact would remain that his views as expressed in i
that conversation square completely with the attitude he has i
adopted on such crucial issues as Guatemala and the Honduran
strike. It is probable, in the Embassy's opinion, that what
more left-wing views on inter-American matters are expressed
by the CTC—and these are not very radical or bitterly heldg
come from within the international secretariat or from indivi-
duals.

/W,M/ Second SeCrﬂdﬁ
- { _»f{'f’) f
Enclosure: {v-
V/l' Memorandum.
cc: Amembassies: Santiago; Buenos Aires. »

PLEASE SEE ADDITIONAL PAGE L FOR COMMENTS OF CHARGE D*AFFAIRES
ON THIS DESPATCH,
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COMMENTS BY THis CHARGE DUAFFAIRES

-

o "I consider this a timely, able and most useful report.
~ From my personal experience I can add the following points,
which may throw additional light on the subject of the des-
patch: i o

‘ le Mujal has criticized to me the AFL and CIO for fol- f
lowing what he termed a philosophical and theoretical rather |
“than a practical and effective line in this important field L
of combatting Communism in the Latin American labor movements, |

2+ In numerous interviews with Ambassador Gardner and
myself Mujal has complained bitterly about the loss of the ;
$500,000 or $600,00 subsidy that the CTC used to receive from g
the government, Hence, his somewhat nostalgic references to |
previous ‘administrations.

3. When asked why the CTC was not more active in com-
batting Communism, Mujal always replied that the job required :
a great body of anti-Communist agitators which the CTC could g
no longer finance because of the loss of the government sulb-

sidye |

Le In an interview of August 26 President Batista expressed
to me his low opinion of Mujal, making it seem probable that
if he should succeed in his presidential campaign he would take
measures to replace Mujal. '

Carlos C. Hall
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yParticipants: Eusebio MUJAL, Secretary General of

- Busebio Mujal, I had an interview with him at his home. We

- Bconomic assistance was helpful and required, and in fact
_essential. But more important, and most important of all,

~of" economic assistance., It could be beaten by good organlzatlon

~as American organizers might, Moreover, Cuban activists would

‘instrument for organizational work of this kind in Latin America.

~but it came out that he thought the CTC had done a fine job in

Chile ‘earlier,.that naturally, speaking Spanish, the CTC ~
- "gctivists!" had an entrée in Latin America that non-Spanish
' speaking trade unionists would not have, and that CTC organlzers

(Classification)

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION‘

Confederation of Cuban Workers (CTC)
_JA@n_QQp@E]QQIEE&pvSecond oecretary

On beptember 3 at the request of CTC Secretary General

began by speaklna of the meeting of the ORIT Secretariat.which .
had been held at Habana the week before. Mujal considered it
a successful meeting, but as he digressed from the meeting to:
the subject of Communism in the Americas and the need of ‘
organizational work by ORIT in various countries, it became
clear that he was disappointed by the failure of the ORIT
meeting to reach agreement on a special contribution for the
carrying on of organizational work in Chile,

Mujal had wanted $18,000 allotted for this work. (At
first the figure had been $26,000 but was cut down through
discussion.) The CTC was w1lllng to contribute $5,000 and
wanted the three American organlzat¢ons and perhaps the~
Canadians to make up the other $13 ,000.

Mujal stressed the importance of organlzatlonal work

was- down-to-earth organization of the labor movement of the

less advanced countries by the labor movements of the more
advanced countries. The big foe in Mujal's mind was Communism;
and Communism would be able to flourish, he asserted, regardless

of the workers in democratlc trade unions,
It was clear that in Mujal's mind the CTC was Just the

He in no way reflected aitically on the American unions or their
representatives and we did not even mention the subject alrectly,t

could not be 1mpugned as agents of imperialism in the same way

do the work more cheaply than American activists; both. thelrj'
salaries -and expenses'Would run lower. : o
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He wanted to guarantee that the - congress would turn o

~come over to Miami in February to the meeting of the AFL's

- organizational work in Bolivia, Colombia, Honduras, and Uruguay.

they were advocatlﬂg.

* ln an indirect manner to put him on the defensive regarding the

-.assumed the defensive., One trouble, he said, was that such a

he answered that there had been no -instance of employers taking

(Clas:iﬁé&(ion)

Mujal was partl@ularly anxious to start on th s
zational work prior to the national congress of the

workers, which, I gathered, is to be held in January o:

anti-Communist. He had written George kMeany about the need
for this job to be done; Meany had answered invitidg him to

executive. They could talk the matter over then. But, Mujal
commented' by that time the Chilean congress would have been

~ajal-seemed to feel that there was particular need for

He thought the danger from Communlsm was also great in the
British West Indles. Here there was the problem of getting
English-speaking Negro organizers: Americans would be suspect
because of anti- 1mper1uljst propaganda; Cuban English-speaking
Negro organizers were scarce if they existed at all.

Regarding the subjects of economic assistance, putative-
imperialism, onti-imericonism, etc., Nujel made it clear thst
he vas far from sharing the SEDP 2l views of the Latin Americen

eft regarding United States responeilbility feor the existence
cf dwctdtorsh1hs in the Hemisphere. e spoke of arguing the
point with Rémulo Betancourt and Peruv1an Apristas an
them if what they wanted was the United States Navy -

down and restore their governnents. He could not se

On the subject of Communism T made some remarks intended
carrying out of the CTC's anti-Communist resolution. He readily

campaign might weaken the labor movement. If his local officials
were changed over all of a sudden, the employers would jump in
to break up the unions. . To my direct question on this subJect
advantage of the dismissal of Communist union officials to o
attack a union. However, in other circumstances in which logal
offickls had had to be dismissed there had been such-attacks on
unions. In Teply to another guestion, he said tnere were not
many: Communlat local off1c1als anyway. ST

é

On pOllthS Lugal reafflrmed his 1ndependent line, assert—[‘
1ng that to take sides was not compatible with his p081tlon as
Secretaryv General of the CTu. However, he thought, personally
and COnfldentlally, that it was better for the good of the
country that-Batista should win. He had given evider ce,‘
having a program and of watchlng out for the interests of
groups justly. There would be a better prospéct for‘o der
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were the creation of the voluntary $2 quota and the establishment
~ of the compulsory check-off in the sugar and construction :
~ industries, but he had no illusions that in the circumstances

~of the country he was going to achleve independence for the

ZdeZengotita/cv-dw

( Clas:iﬁcétion )

progress and efficient government with Batista as Pre
He thought Batista a more. direct, honest and understanc
man than Grau (who was nevertheless very intelligent but
devious) or Prfo. However, he would not even go so far as
to declare his own oersonal views or political inclinations
before the elections, He had been under pressure to run for
senator for the Government and. Grau had called on him several
times to ask for his support. - .He controlled . Sixty—or.-seven

thousand votes in Oriente, enough to swing elections either way.
However, though he favored Bdtista, the fact was that he and .
many other labor leaders had codme up with the-Auténticos in
power and the movement had prospered through them. The ,
younger, conscious labor leaders had known only Auténtico .
governments during their careers. Probably 75% of the offlClals~if*
of the various unions and their locals were for Grau.

I sounded him out on Perén and ATLAS He thought Per5n
and Peronism were on the down grade. Their policies had failed.
He then revealed that Perén had invited him to visit Argentina;
Mujal had replied that if he went to the Chilean congress, he

would extend the trip to 1nglude Argentina,
1

T asked Mujal whether it was his personal ambition to
make the Cuban labor movement independent of the Govern

and its support. His reply was free of cymicism but indi
clearly that in his opinion such an aspiration, howev
was impracticable for many years. - He was taklng steps towa
the independence of the labor movement, he said, and such steps

labor movement.
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