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lhe weventh Nationel Congress of the Cuban Confedera-:
tion of workers was inaug surated on the evening of May 28
with Fresident FRIv, practlcall all members of the Cabinet,
high Army and ravy ofiicers, labor leaders and union dele-
gates in attendance., ‘[The highlight of the evening was a -
speech by President Frio in which he dealt primarily with
the unity of organized labor and tilie problems of the Cuban

farmer (campesino). \

i

The ¥resident péinted out that the present administra-
tiod had taken positive steps to increace the price of farm
proaucte and to assure the farmer that he received a just
share of.the proceeds. He also referred to the recent
law whith provides that some five million pesos shall
aside to purchase land and homes for poor farmers; to
newly created Agricultural and Industrial ﬁevelopment B
which is authorized to prov1de easy credit terms to farm
and to the decrce extending maternity benefits to agricult
workers. He promised thie campesinos that the Government woul
mak very effort to raise their standard of living to the
) evel as the industrial workers.

- The President then directed his speech.to the r .d o
audience, especially the emplovers. He said, "If we +t
maintain a democratic world and our present mode of 11v1 25 We‘
must realize that the workers have 2 right to participate
the “roceedb of ouw industries, otherwise they will abando

The Fre esident denied Lhat the Government and the. Mo,k ks

actions. He went on to say, ”1 have fouwht for the employers
as few other presidents have. T have defended the sugal
dustry with h_hh prices and have obtained internation
mercial treatLe" favorable to the Cuban textile, shoe
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of the workers and rre vent their eyn101tutlon by the indus-

-

as IO D 2. Habana 2376

rubber industries.” He added, "Since 1 have protected the
rights of the empleyers, 1 am Obll” d to protect the rights

trialists. The CIC, under the dircction of Eusebio Mujal,
hag, dvring t e past Lwe vears, developed into a powerful
or-anigzation and the workers should be pleased with its ac-
conplishments, 1f kujal alone has been able to protect the
work:ers, thcn with thie collaboration of Cofifio and Rubiera,
tho working classes should be even more powerful and the Gov-
ernmenf will bo able to deal with the true representatives

of the ;rolctariat (i.e., the CIC),."

Fresident trio urged Cuban caritalists to invest their
rone:; in new industriss. de said t at such action might put
an end to the constant labor-mana@ﬁm nt conflicts because "if
there were more industries, tncre would be more work and with-
cut the Tear of heconing unemployed, labor would be more con-
servative in its demands.™
Comment: ,

The Fresident's speech appearcd to be primarily a recount-
ing of the accomn11shwcnto of his administration, not only
with respect to labor but also with respect to menugement
(doubtléss for pOllthcl reasong). Certain phases of the
speech, such as the mention of pcrmltfln; the workers to
carticipate to a greater extent in the profits, would a
lead one to believe he is preparing management ’ for further
inroads 1nto the profits of industry.

1t is interesting to note that there was no note of dis-

satisfaction with labor's attitude in the present speech, as

was manifest in a recent discussion with leaders of the sugar
industry (Habana's 2335 kay 24, 1951).

Zemarks of labor leaders and accomplishments of the Con-
¢sress will be reported in detail after termination of the
cetings, .

For the Chargé d'Affaires ad interim:
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