
FROM 

TO 

REF 

L 

<JUnO 
l·-:19 of J·une 29, 19 51 au::l Em 

J 19 5i" ' ' ..lJ!f.-:D~A;..,.,..~,~~~~ 

ln 

Cor:l::J:tmist 1-.l uC I 

0 

INF0 
REP 
DCR 

'l'he i'~mbas;:-;y lias :)een u.nable to determi~1e the exact N .OLI 
daLe the founctinr; of f:I.POC, bu.t one source states that I --'~I"~~'E~-
:i.t -vvas orc:<tnized prior to 1940, for the express purpose N UNA' 
of controllin,(~ all lD.bor publications. The origi?1al APOC F ~~~.i 
1·1as influenced and dour:>t.less orientated by communist , be- o u.rv. 
cau~-;e the Cuban labor movement irJas 1.mder the complete con:­
t:r·ol of oonu:mnist labor leaders from the time of its found­
in,r:; uni:,il l9h7. 

Denpit~e the fact that the communists lost control 
the labor movement in 1947, t,he communist APOC has con­
tinued to function and has. a·~.lparently been successful in 
maintaininz a whip nd over the majority of the labor 
publ1.cations because of their original communist orienta­
tipn and through its. control of adverti.::;ing. It seems 
that the cornuunist At'UC s cont~.J.cted most of the firms 
in Cuba who do extensive advertising and promised complete 
coverage in 2ll labor publications and the imination of 
~othersome individual solicitations, with the result that 
AFO~ collects the money for advertising and then .distri­
butes it among its members. Those rqa.gazines which falloN 
the comrcunist propA.ganda line and publish "che Party's 
articles, reportedly get, the Hlion' s sharen of the ad­
vert.isements. If a particular editor declines to publish 
Party propaganda, APOC simply refuses to pay him for any 
ads he may carry in the magazine. Thus, some magazines 
may be forced, if they vJish to exist, to publish communis't 
articles, against their own convictions. 

The conununist APOC claims to have a membership of 
forty-five labor publications. A partial list was in­
cluded in the despatch under reference and the Emba9sy is 
attempting to obtain a complete list which will be for-
1:Jarded to the . Derartment upon receipt. At the most re­
cent elections, December 1950, held by APOC, the following 
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persons were elected to the Executive Board: 

,.J0Cl' ary General Amado 
Vice r:retarv· General Fidel HOMEHO Casasus 
Finane al 0e c~etary Hogelio GU11IERREZ Comet 
Vice Financial Secretary Luciano G. lVIICHELENA 
Corresrondence ~:ecretary Leovigildo VICENTE 
\lice Corresponden ""e Secretary Simon TOHIZA 
},ropagnnda Jecretary Aurelio ALVAHEZ G. 
\?ice iropar;anda Secretary Francisco DORADO 
Jecretary for Bconomic Hel2.tions Juan OTEHO Prado 
Vice ecret&ry fori n ,n •iilfredo FUENTES f 

Vocales: l::lio 1-.tUYA Ac:;uiar; l·mdre .SOLIS Mesa; Jose 
VILl,ALOl:GA; Germina.l GHliCIA and Cecilia 
l-,ATEO Pe 

),lon-Comrr:ut .. ist AFuC 

e o.Pficial AhJC v'Ias set up ;;3hortly after the control of 
the :;_D bor n1uven1ent ~·Jas tat en froid the comrnunists, for the pur-

se of taking over labor pubJications. However, according to 
one source of information 1/, it has been extremely ineffective, 
:t>rin,ar::..ly because labor ·'l·saciers hcwe seen no particular po~iti-
cal nor r:onetary to :~c de throuzh its control and t'.@.ere-

lqar(e no ef-Port to :i.rn.prove nor to fight the com'--
st control d A~UC. · 

• 1\.nt o 1\.l'J?J:moLA t::tlez, f}resiclent of the official 
, · ,,_ · ' · ' , ·.·, b · ' h f ., 1 • 1· r iLr'vG, i'i<3,S ~:mpJ.'.Ll8Ct the J.Jm assy ·~n tn ~: 1e O.L.J.C\'.'::J.~<;; lSt o.:... 

zines now beine published by the offic~al AFOC. 

1Jnicl,qd rm16nica 
~abacalero Cu~ano 

I anadero 

aci6n l!brera 
El Arte Culinario 
Uueva ~ra 
Juventud Ubrera 
Superaci6n Sindical 
Cuba Industrial 
Lc:1 Estrella 

Director Issues Published r~Lonthly 

Jose 'llelazauez 
k<:muel Co.m1;aneria Hoj as 
Luis BeJ.lo 
Domingo Llerena 
Rodolfo Tacoro~te 
Julio GonzAlez, Jr. 
Luis Vega 8uarez 
Be11ig11o ... £il1r~ebola \lctlcles 
Hector Jorge 
Agustin Falcon da 
Antonio Arrebola Gonz~lez 
Antonio Arrebola GonzAlez 

5,000 
r:, 000 
./ ·' 1,000 
1,000 
2,000 
1,000 
2 noo ,v 
1 000 
' 3,000 

1,500 
3,000 
1,500 

Hilario Alonso, Administrator of the labor magazi:ne nunidad 
Gastron6mica11 , a non-communist publication. Mr. Alonso 
has been associated iJi th labor publications for some 
twenty-five years. 
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" J\.:;:.:.ucer 
Auto buses 

Director 

P.:wcDcio Lineros 
Carlos 8anchez White 

li1)e :.>oto 
Carl~s lvi.ontenegro 

dernos Haul Jnchia 

1,000 
1,500 

1,000 
3,000 

{Han just begun. No 
figure available) 

'L':1e J·~mbassy vJil:t continue i.ts investigation of the two 
orge:1ni~~ations and as additional informc-Jtion becomes available 
it ''·Ji 11 be forttv<.1:r·cled t:.o the Depertrnent. 

There appears to be little doubt thB.t the communist APOC 
controls the majority,of Cuba's labor publications - £orty-five 
as con;p::Jr~:::d to o:ffi'cial :List of eighteen. Control outside 
the Hc:~bana province i:3 completely in the hEn1ds of the communists, 
sillce they rn ntain APOG offices in each of the :Provincial capi-
t s, while the official APOC only has an office Habana. 

In reply to the last paragraph of the airgr~m 1lnde~pefer­
ence, requestin,e: an explanation as to VJhy Cuban firms V():f_p.nteered 
the information contained in Embassy Despatch 2431 of June 8, 
1951, the following information is submitted; ·· 

\vas reported by the Embassy in its despatch 385 of 
August 7, 1950, certain firms were approached at that time,. 
on an informal basis, concerning their advertising in the 
Comrnunist nevJspaper Hoy. lvlost of them indicated a desire 
to withhold all as stance from the Communists .and withdrew 
their adiTertisin,s. F~.any of the firms, however, stated they 
were often not aware as to which publications were controlled 
by Gommun;:tsts vJhich were not. Therefore, w:t,J.en the Embassy 
learned of the extent to which the Conununist APOC controlled 
the labor presn, those businessmen who had previously coo­
perated in the Hoy campaign v>Jere informally advised of tte 
status of APOC. Subsequently, as was reported in the des­
patch under reference, several firms informed the Embassy 
that they had vvithdravvn their advertising from the Communist 
APOC. 

For the Charg~ d'Affaires ad interim: 
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