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SUBJECT: Labor Leaders' Comments REgardlng the Straindd Relatlons

between the Cuban CTC and SOR¥P ;

lranemltted herewith are two memoranda, of conversations
held a month ago by the Embassy's former labor re orting
officer with (1) an American labor official, and ?2) a Costa
Rican labor official, both then in Habana atbendlng conferences
concerning pldnLaLLon workers.

Dr. Ernst SCHWARZ, CIO Latin American representatlve, in
his conversation on Mdrch 15, expresses the thought that the
World Sugar Workers' Secretariat, which it is hoped to estab-
lish as an affiliate of the International Confederation of Free
Trade Unions (ICFTU), should be set up in Habmna. Schwarz con-
slders this de31rable, among other reasons as a means of com-
pensating politically for the Rio de d anelro decision to remove
the headquarters of the Inter-American Regional Organization
(ORIT) from Habana to Mexico City! Dr. Schwarz also suggests
the desirability of selecting, as AFL and CIO delegates to this
summer's ICFTU meeting in Stockholm, labor officials who were
not vresent at the Rio meeting remembered so bitterly by Cuban
labor. He stresses that it is important to prevent the formation
of a Latin American ICFTU affiliate separate from the ORIT.

Sr. Luis Alberto MONGE, the Gosta Rican labor leader elected
ORIT Secretary General at the Rio meeting, on March 18 informed
the Embassy that Eusebio MUJAL, Secretary General of the CTC,
had taken advantage of the Habana plantation labor conference
to politick among foreign delegates for the establishment of a
Latin American labor organization separate from ORIT., Monge
feels that Cuban resentment over the transfer of ORIT head-
quarters from Habana to Mexico City stems principally from the
belief that Cuban labor thus lost a political prop, vis a v1ah
the Batista dictatorship. Monge's impression on this point
jibes with a statement made dlreotly to the hmbassy months -
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earlier by a prominent Cuban labor leader.

For the Ambassador:

- Earl T. Crain
_ Acting Couns elor of Embassy

Enclosures:
No., 1 - Memorandum of Conversation = March 15
No. 2 = " " " - March 18

f

Copies to: Amembassy, lMexico, D. F.
My. Pishburn - ARA
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Memorandum of Conversation
March 15

March 17, 1953

Participants:
Dr. Ernst Schwarz, CIO Latin American Representative
I, S, Lippe

Dr. SCHWARZ oubllned the events of the recent World Sugar
Workers' Conference in Habana and also the ICFTU Plantation
Workers' Conference which followed. The conferences were
apparently quite orderly with no Communist disturbances of any
kind. The Sugar Workers' Conference asked for the establishment
of a World Sugar Workers' Secretariat to be affiliated with the
ICrTU, Dr. Schwarz said that Cuban labor leaders strongly ad-
vocated the establishment of the headquarters in Habana. He
said that he promised MUJAL to do his best to bring this about.
He felt that the logical location for the office was Habana
and furthermore was inclined to see Cuba given something after
the bitter pills it was forced to swallow, although deservedly,
at the Rio conference of ORIT. Dr. Schwarz felt that this
might go a long way toward overcoming the ill feeling creat”d
at Rio. .

In connection with the efforts of the Cuban CTC to form
a separate hemisphere labor federation which would exclude the
unions of the United States and Canada, Dr. Schwarz was of the
opinion that this would be the very worst thing that could.
happen from the point of view of American interests. He said
that it would "ghettoize" Latin American labor and create a
possible anti-American bloc, one which might make deals with
ATLAS and perhaps on occasion with the Communists. He asked
the Embassy labor officer to brin; this to the attention of
the ARA labor adviser who might want to suggest to the AFL and
CIO that their delegates to the coming ICFTU meeting in Stock-
holm be urged to oppose the establishment of any separate
federation for Latin America. He said that it might be well
if delegates were chosen who had not attended the Rio conference
of ORIT. He said those delegates might be inclined to give the
Latin Americans what they wanted after the bitter experience -of
Rio. Dr. Schwarz said that Mujal and other CTC representatives
had approached various delegations during the Sugar Workers'
and Plantation Workers' Conferences to win their support for a
separate federation in Latin America. He said that Mujal did
not meet with any success.

I. S. Lippe
cc: John L. Topping, Esquire
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Memorandum of Conversation

March 18
March 19, 1953
Participants: ' _ :
Alberto Monge, Secretary-Géneral of ORET¢:-— - —vu
I. 5. Lippe ‘

Mr. MONGE is in Habana attending the meeting of the -
Plantations Committee of the ILO., He said that he had had
several talks with MUJAL who, while pressing his case for the
establishment of a separate Latin American labor federation, ;
nevertheless seemed to want to talk to the American labor !
leaders. Monge was of the opinion that the Cuban labor leaders
are trying to blackmail the ICFTU and the American unions into
giving them whatever they want. Monge said that Mujal talked
very, very critically of U. S. unions but that he, Monge, be-
lieves Mujal and the other CTC leaders would actually like to

make peace and stay in ORIT. To this end, Monge has a three-
point program: y to find out from the CTC leaders just what
their differences are with the American unionists; (2) to sug-
gest that the U. S. unions send fraternal delegates to the coming
CTC Congress in May; and (3) to propose a joint statement of
mutual affection and understanding by John L. LEWLIS, George
MEANY, Jacob POTOFSKY and Mujal. Behind the scenes Monge said
Mugal has been seeking a conference with American labor leaders
and he therefore believes that this program may be successful.
Monge was of the opinion that the CTC leaders' major reason

for resenting the transfer of ORIT headquarters to Mexico City
was that they were feeling insecure in the present Government
of Cuba and felt that ORIT headquarters in Habana would serve
in some way to protect them in the event of trouble with the
Government. .
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