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)h. 	 IN THE COUNTY COURT IN AND FOR DADE 

COUNTY, FLORIDA, MAGISTRATE DIVISION 

Honorable William J. Piquette~ 

Committing Magi.~r{:e 1 5'3/
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STATE OF FLORIDA, COUNTY 

OF DADE, 


Plaintiff, 


-vs- Case No. 75-26686 


RAMON DONESTEVES, 
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APPEARANCES: 

HON. RICHARD E. GERSTEIN, 

State Attorney, 

By: PAUL RASHKIND, 

Assistant State Attorney, 

1351 Northwest 12th Street, 

Miami, Florida, 

On behalf of the plaintiff. 


STARR HORTON, ESQ., 

904 City National Bank Building, 

25 West Flagler Street, 

Miami, Florida, 

On behalf of the defendant. 


REPORTED BY: 

PARKER McGEE, Shorthand Reporter 

I N D E X 

Witness Direct Cross Redirect Recros 

Allen Vetterick 4 10 

Daniel Benitez 13 21 28 

George Havens 30 
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THE COURT: The first case will be the! 

Donesteves case. If the State would call its 

witnesses we will swear them and proceed. 

(Whereupon the witnesses 

were sworn.) 

THE COURT: We have a thing called an 
/ 

adversary hearing, wherein you ask questions and 

so forth, is that what you want in this case? 

MR. HORTON: I would like to ask that 

the Rule be invoked. 

THE COURT: All right. We will call 

this an adversary hearing. Who, then, is your first 

witness, please? 

MR. RASHKIND: Officer Vetterick. 

THE COURT: All the other men step 

out in the hall and don't discuss this case at all. 

You may proceed. 

~ dJ3r~a"l-cftoe/,/;"g JJ(.por/;"1J d.,-v;ce, 8nc. 
Miami, Florida 
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Thereupon 

2 ALLEN VETTERICK 

3 was called as a witness by the plaintiff and, after 

4 having been first duly sworn, was examined and 

5 testified as follows: 

6 DIRECT EXAMINATION 

7 BY MR. RASHKIND: 

8 
Q State your name and official capacity, 

9 
please. 

10 
A Officer Allen Vetterick, Public 

11 
Safety Department, Station 4. 

12 
Q Were you so employed on the 12th day 

13 
of October, 19751 

14 A Yes, sir, I was. 

15 Q On that date did you have occasion 

16 and/or opportunity to observe anyone with anything 

17 that looked like a weapon, or a firearm, to you? 

18 A Yes, I did. It was a white male 

19 that was walking around the side of a boat warehouse 

20 I at 9970 Banyon Street. The white male appeared to 

21 I have an automatic weapon in his hand. At that time 

22 I I drew my service revolver and asked him to drop the 

23 I weapon. He dropped the weapon. I then disarmed 

U I him. He also had two other weapons on him. He 

~ c!l3ryanl-cho.U;nll c!J(.porliniJ c!."";ce, JJ..c. 
Miami, Florida 
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a .380 caliber pistol and a .45 automatic pistol. 

2 THE COURT: In his possession? 


3 
 THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 


4 THE COURT: Where? 


5 
 THE WITNESS: His back pocket, the 

6 I two small firearms, and he had the machine gun in his 

7 I arms. 

8 Q (By Mr. Rashkind) Did there come a 

9 I time when you spoke with him about carrying a firearm 
i 

A Yes, sir. 

11 

10 

MR. HORTON: I am going to object to 

12 lit unless you establish who the defendant is. 

13 I THE COURT: He just said, "Yes, It he 

14 I talked to a fellow about a gun. 

15 Q (By Mr. Rashkind) That guy wasn't 

16 I the defendant, was he? 

A No, sir.17 

Q And in the course of your conversation 

19 I did he lead you back to a boatyard? 

20 I A Yes, sir, there was some problem in 

21 I communication. The man hardly spoke any English 

22 [ whatsoever. I just pointed to the weapon and said, 

23 

18 

!fDo you have any more of those in the building?" And 

24 he said, "Yes.1! 

~ dlJrJlanl-dto./'/;l1g dJ(eporl;"g cI...mc./ §"c. 
Miami, Florida 
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THE COURT: Where is he, that fellow? 

THE WITNESS: The fellow's name was 

Armondo Barbillo (phonetic). 

THE COURT: Is he around town? 

Q (By Mr. Rashkind) He is in the 

courtroom. Would you like to pick him out? 

A Yes. 

THE COURT: It's no use having hearsay 

when he is here. 

MR. RASHKIND: I know that. I didn't 

ask him for any statement. 

THE COURT: The conversation is hearsa~. 

Q (By Mr. Rashkind) Were you led back 

to the building by this individual? 

A Yes, I was. He led me through the 

front door of the north side of the building into 

an office area where there was a large cabinet which 

contained approximately three other automatic rifles 

plus several boxes of ammunition, combat boots, Army 

fatigue shoes. 

Q Then, in the course of your investiga­

tion of this matter, did you have the opportunity 

to come in contact with Ramon Donesteves? 

A Yes, I did. 

(f!;j) c!J3rpon/- cfio./'/;»g c!J(.jJor/;ng cf.rv;ce, §..c. 
Miami, Florida 
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Q And when was that in the course of 

this investigation? 

A I asked Mr. Armondo Barbillo and he 

told me they were Mr. Ramon Donesteves's weapons. 

MR. HORTON: I am going to object. 

MR. RASHKIND: It's not coming in 

for its truthfulness, so it can't be hearsay. It's 

only coming in through the course of his investiga­

tiona 

MR. HORTON: I ask that the question 

be stricken from the record. 

THE COURT: Sustain the objection, 

grant the motion. Continue. 

THE WITNESS: Mr. Donesteves 

responded to the boat warehouse where at that time 

I asked him whose weapons they were. He stated they 

were his weapons. They were used for the protection 

ot a half million dollar boat that was sitting on 

the west side of the boat warehouse. 

Q (By Mr. Rashkind) At the time that 

you were talking to Mr. Donesteves, was he under 

arrest? 

A No, sir, he was not. 

Did ou have reason to lace him 

W c!l3Yj1anl-choeb/;"1! dJ<.eporl;"iJ cf.rvice, §..c. 
Miami, Florida 
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under arrest at that pOint? 

A No, sir. 

Q Was he in custody? 

A No, sir. 

Q Was he free to come and go as he 

pleased? 

A Yes, he was. 

Q Was he in handcuffs? 

A No, sir. 

Q And this all took place on the 12th 

day of October, 1975? 

A Yes, it did. 

Q And the guns Mr. Donesteves referred 

to in his office, would you describe the ones that 

he identified as his for his protection? Would you 

describe which guns there'were that were in his 

office? 

THE COURT: Excuse me. That wasn't 

the testimony. As I understand the testimony, it 

was that these guns were for the protection of a 

half million dollar boat that was sitting there. 

MR. RASHKIND: Whatever the reason. 

The guns he identified as his own. 

THE COURT: NOW, he didn't say they 

W c!J3ryanl-cho.U;nJj §(.porl;nJj d.rnc./ rfLc. 
Miami, Florida 
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were his. There was no testimony of that, Counsel. 

2 MR. RASHKIND: I think that is what 

3 I the officer said. 


4 
 THE COURT: Come on, Counsel, I don't 

5 know, I may have been mistaken, but I know counsel 

6 for the defense doesn't want to keep jumping up and 

7 down. 


8 
 MR. RASHKIND: He hasn't jumped yet, 

9 I Your Honor. My recollection of the testimony was 

10 I that they were his. 

11 Q (By Mr. Rashkind) Did he make any 

12 I statement to you about who owned the guns that were 

13 I in that office? 

14 A Yes, after he arrived at the boat 

15 warehouse he stated to me that they were his weapons 

16 Q And for what purpose did he have 

17 I them? 

18 A He had them for the purpose of 

19 security of the boat warehouse and a half million 

20 dollar boat that was at the west of the warehouse. 

21 MR. RASHKIND: I have no further 

22 questions. 


23 
 Q (By Mr. Rashkind) Is that boat­

" 24 yard in Dade County, Florida? 

tJJ!>t cY3ryanl-choe/,!;ng JJ(eporling dervice, c:!Lc.~ 
Miami, Florida 
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A Yes, it is. 

2 MR. RASHKIND: I have no further 

3 I questions of this witness. 

4 I CROSS EXAMINATION 

5 I BY MR. HORTON: 

6 Q Officer, this boatyard, does it have 

7 I a Sign on it? 

8 A Yes, it does, sir. 

9 Q And what is the sign? 

10 A I believe it says "Operation Pueblo.1! 

11 THE COURT: Operation what? 

12 THE WITNESS: Pueblo. 

13 Q (By Mr. Horton) Does it also have 

14 I a sign on the building saying Perrona Die sel 

15 I Corporation (phonetic)? 

16 A To my knowledge, I did not see any 

17 I sign. 

18 Q When you went into the premises, 

19 I this was a business premises? 

20 A I have never seen it open for 

21 I busines s. I have just seen the warehouse. I have 

22 I never seen any customers. 

23 Q Have you had it under surveillance 

24 I prior to your entry at this time? 

~ dJ3rj/ont-c!ioeb!;ng c!J(eporl;ng clrv;ce, ~c.~ 
Miami, Florida 
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A No, I haven't. 

Q So this was the first time you were 

there? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Now, did you give the receipt, give 

any receipts for these guns? 

MR. RASHKIND: Objection. There is 

no predicate for that. He didn't say he took any 

guns. 

THE COURT: Overruled. 

THE WITNESS: Did I give any receipts 

for any weapons? No, sir, I didn't take any 

weapons. 

Q (By Mr. Horton) Did you check on the 

registry of these guns? 

A No, sir, not at that time. 

Q Later on did you ascertain who these 

guns were registered to? 

A Mr. Donesteves showed me some 

receipts where he had purchased the guns from the 

Tamiami Gun Shop. 

Q Did it say he had purchased it, or 

did it say some other person had purchased it on 

those receipts? 

~ dJ3ryotlt-cftoeblitlg c!J(eportitlg dervice, dJnc.~ 
Miami, Florida 
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A I donlt remember, sir. 

2 Q So you don't remember who the 

3 I purchaser was on the'receipts that he had? 

4 MR. RASHKIND: I am going to object 

5 I to the question because, one, it is outside the 

6 I area of direct examination; secondly, this officer 

7 I was not put on the stand for that purpose. I have 

8 I got four more officers that will testify about 

9 I this. 

10 THE COURT: Well, if he can answer. 

11 MR. RASHKIND: He didn't do the 

12 I investigation. 

13 THE COURT: He has been saying-­

14 MR. HORTON: He has already made the 

15 I statement that this man said they were his guns. 

16 I NOW, he says that they showed him a receipt for the 

17 I guns. I want to know who the receipts-- who had 

18 I purchased the guns. 

19 THE COURT: And his response was he 

20 I didn't know. 

21 MR. RASHKIND: Right. 

22 THE COURT: Next question. 

23 MR. HORTON: No further questions. 

24 THE COURT: Let me review him. 

'0J; cfZ3rjlont- dtoe/'!ing dJ<.eporling cfervice, c!l.c.~ 
Miami, Florida 
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You are on patrol. You see a fellow 

with a machine gun in his hand, right? 

THE WITNESS: Right. 

THE COURT: That started the whole 

thing? 

THE WITNESS: Right, it aroused my 

ouriosity. 

THE COURT: Thank you, Officer. 

(Whereupon the witness 

was excused.) 

Thereupon 

DANIEL BENITEZ 

was called as a witness by the plaintiff and, after 

having been first duly sworn, was examined and 

testified as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. RASHKIND: 

Q State your name and offioia1 capacity 

please. 

A Daniel Benitez, Detective, Dade 

County Public Safety Department. 

Q And are you assigned to any specific 

detail in the Public Safety Department? 

A Yes, sir, the Criminal Aotivists Unit 

~ c93rj/onl- choeb/ing c!l<.eporling dervice, dkc.~ 
Miami, Florida 
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Q All right. Did you have an 

opportunity on the 21st day of October, 1975, to 

visit with Ramon Donesteves? 

A Yes, sir, I did. 

Q What were the circumstances leading 

up to visiting with Mr. Donesteves? 

A My section had received through 

routine channels a report from Officer Vetterick 

in which he stated that in Donestevests boat 

factory were some firearms, and that he had been 

out there, and he had stated that they were his. 

MR. HORTON: I am going to move to 

strike the testimony as he was told that outside 

the presence of the defendant. It's hearsay 

testimony. 

THE COURT: I will screen it in my 

own mind, and yet, the fact remains he had received 

information through regular police channels that 

some defendant had some weapons. As a consequence 

of that you went there, correct, for an investiga­

tion? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir, at approxi­

mately 5:00 p.m. I, along with several other 

Detectives, and Mr. Donesteves's probation officer, 

c:fZ3ryanl- choeb/;ng c!J(eporling cferv;ce, dlnc. 
Miami, Florida 
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Doug Keller, I believe, went down to Mr. Donesteves' 

place. 

THE COURT: And that is the same day 

you got the information, 5:00 o'clock that same day? 

THE WITNESS: No, sir, that is on 

another day. We got the information through routine 

report channels, which takes a few days. 

THE COURT: A few days later you 

went over there? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: With all those people. 

THE WITNESS: Upon entering the 

building, to your immediate right is the door for 

Mr. Donesteves's office. 

MR. HORTON: I am going to object 

to the statement, "Mr. Donesteves's office," unless 

he can identify it by a name, or some other fashion. 

THE COURT: We don't know whose offic 

it was. 

Q (By Mr. Rashkind) We know there 1s 

an office there, correct? 

A There 1s an office. 

Q Did you meet with Mr. Donesteves? 

A Yes, I did. 

~ 6l3ryont-cJioebiing dJCeporling clervice, cfLc.~ 
Miami, Florida 
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Q Where in the warehouse did you meet 

him? 

A He was in the workshop area, directly 

past his office. 

MR. HORTON: I move to strike "hl$ 

office," unless you can show it is his office. 

THE COURT: You are right. Don't 

call it his unless we know it is his. It is just 

an office. 

THE WITNESS: Directly past that 

office. 

THE COURT: Okay. 

THE WITNESS: I asked him if I may 

speak to Mr. Donesteves, at which time he said, 

"Yes, come into the office. fI Upon entering, he 

went to the office. 

Q (By Mr. Rashkind) That office you 

referred to, did he lead you there? 

A Yes, sir, he did. 

THE COURT: Who? 

THE WITNESS: Mr. Donesteves. 

THE COURT: Who is that? 

THE WITNESS: The defendant. 

Q (By Mr. Rashkind) Do you see him 

Miami, Florida 
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here today? 

A Yes, sir, the gentleman in the blue 

shirt. 

THE COURT: All right. 

THE WITNESS: We went in that office, 

at which time I entered facing me there was a couch 

and the couch leans against the back-­ leaning 

against the back of the couch, Sitting on-- leaning 

against the back of the couch there were four loaded 

semiautomatic rifles. 

Q (By Mr. Rashkind) Now, how were thesE 

guns located on the couch, in what position were 

they? 

A They were placed upright with the 

butt resting on the seat of the couch and the 

sides resting against the wall, by the backrest 

of the couch. 

Q Were they visible without doing 

any special kind of looking? 

A Yes, sir, you couldn't miss them. 

Q What happened when you got into the 

office that Mr. Donesteves invited you into? 

A I advised him that if those weapons 

were his--and he stated that they belonged to the 

~ c9.)r,yanl-doebling cfl(ej:>orting ciervice, c±lnc.~ 
Miami, Florida 
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company--I advised him if he knew that they had 

been there before to check, to seize these weapons, 

as they had been reported. He stated they were. 

At which time I asked him if he had any other weapon 

in the premises. He stated there were none in the 

premises. 

We asked him if he would have any 

objection for us looking. He stated that he would 

not. We looked around on the outside right about 

ten feet up from where Mr. Donesteve s had been 

before we went into the office. We found a .38 

caliber revolver under a baseball cap and at the 

desk of which Mr. Donesteves had been sitting on. 

The right side, I believe a drawer, there had been 

a Browning nine millimeter semiautomatic. 

Q (By Mr. Rashkind) Was there any way 

of identifying that office as belonging to Mr. 

Donesteves? I mean by that, were there any name­

plates or anything like that? 

A I believe there was a nameplate. 

MR. HORTON: I am going to object 

to what you believe. I want to know what you know. 

THE COURT: That is true. There 

either was or was not. 

(f!JJ dl3rJlanl- c!to.Uing J)(.porli"g dervie., §..e. 
Miami, Florida 
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THE WITNESS: On prior occasions 

I had been there to speak to Mr. Donesteves and he 

has used that office and his desk '&S his office and 

desk. 

Q (By Mr. Rashkind) Does he sit behind 

that desk? 

A Yes, he has. 

Q I show you what is a composite of 

several photographs which purports to show various 

pistols and rifles. Do you recognize those 

pictures? 

A Yes, sir, this is the copy of the 

photographs taken at the Public Safety Department, 

our office, of the weapons taken on the day in 

question. 

MR. RASHKIND: For the purpose of 

this hearing and this hearing only I would move this 

into Evidence. 

MR. HORTON: I have no objection. 

THE COURT: Thank you. These are 

repeti tious pictures, some of them. 

MR. RASHKIND: No, sir, I don't think 

so. 

THE COURT: Officer? 

&J c£J3rJ'o"l- chosMi»/! JJ<.eporli"g c1.rvics, rf],.c. 
Miami, Florida 
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THE WITNESS: Yes, sir, Your Honor, 

some of them are the same photographs taken several 

times. 

THE COURT: Sure, otherwise we would 

have a few dozen. 

Q (By Mr. Rashkind) A total of how 

ma~y rifles did you seize at that time? 

A Four rifles. 

Q And how many handguns? 

A We seized one Browning automatic 

pistol and one .38 revolver. And we also seized 

a .22 caliber handgun that was kept outside by the 

cashier, in the cashier's box. 

Q Is this building in Dade County, 

Florida? 

A Yes, sir, it is. 

Q Did you test each of these weapons 

you seized for operability? 

A Yes, sir, we did. And we also have 

a lab report from our Public Safety Department Lab 

in which they state that all the weapons-­

MR. HORTON: I would object to what 

they state. 

THE COURT: Well, I will tell you 

c:fZjr.vonl- cftoeU;ng c!J(ej>or/;ng clrv;ce, cYnc. 
Miami, Florida 
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this is an area of what we call-­

MR. RASHKIND: I will make it easy. 

The examiner is here. I will put him on. 

THE COURT: I am going to make it 

easier. I won't take that as credible hearsay. 

MR. HORTON: Judge, as far as this 

hearing is concerned, I will stipulate there are 

firearms there. 

MR. RASHKIND: And that they are 

operab Ie? 

MR. HORTON: I assume they are. 

THE COURT: If that says they are, 

they are. 

MR. RASHKIND: I have no further 

questions of this witness. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 

BY MR. HORTON: 

Q Officer, is this building surrounded 

by any type of fence? 

A Yes, sir, there is a fence. 

Q Would you tell us what type of fence 

it is? 

A I believe it is a cyclone fence 

wi th wire on the top. 

(!!;j) c!J3ryonl-cho./'/;ng c!J(.porling cf.rvic., §..c. 
Mlami, Florida 
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Q In other words, it's a chain link 

fence with barbed wire on top? 

A Yes, sir, I believe so. 

Q What is the height of the fence? 

A I don't have any idea. 

Q Well, it is above your head? 

A Yes, sir, it is. 

Q And that surrounds the building? 

A Yes, sir, I believe so. 

Q And is the building marked for 

identification by any signs? 

A There is a sign. I am not sure 

exactly what it says. 

Q Is there any identification showing 

Perrona Diesel Corporation on it? 

A I don't recall if there was any at 

the time. 

Q Have you had occasion to have this 

place of business under surveillance for any period 

of time? 

A At that time I had not. 

Q Had it been reported to you at any 

time that there were security guards there? 

A Yes, sir, it had been by Mr. Donestev s. 

fJJ?'\!!!SJ 
Miami, Florida 
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Q And these security guards were using 

rifles in connection with the services on the 

outside security personnel? 

A I had a belief that they were. 

Q Don't tell me what you believe, tell 

me what you know. 

A Well, I did not know them to be 

security guards, because I did not ask them for 

proper identification. 

Q Now, did you ever see Mr. Donesteves 

at any time prior to your entering these premises 

with a gun? 

A No, sir. 

Q Now, after you entered that day and 

you went back to the workshop and there you found 

Mr. Donesteves, from the crux of your testimony? 

I didn't go directly into the work­

shop area. I entered the door. I observed Mr. 

Donesteves directly in front, but in another room. 

You could see right through the door, it was open. 

Q All right, you walked back there 

to see him? 

A Right, I was invited in. 

Q And you describe that as a workshop 

cfZ)ryant- choe/'/ing c!J(eporling clrvicB, !!nc. 
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area? 

A That is what 1 would believe it to be 

And you told him there was a report 

of weapons being on the premises? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And you said that you wanted to see 

them? 

A I explained to Mr. Donesteves that 

if he had them I would like to see them. 

Q He took you up into this other room 

where the weapons were on the couch? 

A Yes, sir, he did. 

Q And that is when you saw and 

confiscated these weapons that you have identified 

here by photographs? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And now, Officer, did you check out 

the registration of these weapons? 

A Yes, sir, I did. 

Q And were any of these weapons 

registered in the name of Ramon Donesteves? 

A No, sir, they weren't. I have the 

registrations, if I may look at them. 

Q I really don't care about that. 

~ §.3rJionl- choe/'/;ng SR..jx>rl;»g d.rv;co, §..c. 
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MR. RASHKIND: Well, I would like him 

to. 

MR. HORTON: Well, that is all right. 

Let me finish my cross examination with him and then 

you can come back and do anything you want. 

THE COURT: Let me ask him. Who are 

they registered to? 

THE WITNESS: Your Honor, one is in 

the name of-- I believe Daisy Donesteves and the 

other three are in the name of Juanna Van Buren 

Varrejo (phonetic), a white female. 

Q (By Mr. Horton) Now, didntt you 

give out-- I have five receipts captioned Public 

Safety Department Property Receipts. Did you not 

give out these five receipts? 

A Yes, sir, I did, those are copies. 

Q And each one of these were given to 

the owners of those weapons? 

A Yes, sir, they were. 

Q And they signed for them? 

A Yes, sir, they did. 

Q And none of them had the name of 

Ramon Donesteves on it? 

A Yes, sir, one of them does. 

~ c!J3ryanl- cfIoeUing rfR.porling cl.rvico, c!X.c. 
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Q Which one has it? 

A The one for the four rifles has the 

signature of Donesteves. 

Q Is that Mr. Donestevests signature 

or is that his wife's signature? 

A That is the signature he put on the 

receipt when I asked him if he would sign. 

Q And who were those weapons registered 

to? 

A One, like I said, is Daisy 

Donesteves and three other ones to a Miss or Mrs. 

Juanna Van Buren Varrejo, I believe. 

MR. HORTON: I would just like to 

have these marked for Identification at this time, 

Judge. 

MR. RASHKIND: No objection. 

THE COURT: Okay, you want to 

introduoe them. Do you have any objection? 

MR. RASHKIND: None, Your Honor. 

THE COURT: All right, we'll aocept 

them as efendant's Composite Exhibit A. 

(Whereupon the exhibit described 

as Dade County Property Receipts 

were marked Defendant's Composite A. ) 

Miami, Florida 
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Q (By Mr. Horton) And did you ascertail~ 

who owned these premises? 

A Yes, sir, I checked with the 

Secretary of State for corporate records. Let's 

see if I can find the date-- on June-- on October 

the 29th, 1915 and I received a reply on October 

30th, 1915, stating that Perrona Boat Corporation 

is registered as having a resident agent of the 

name Ramon Donesteves and an address given of 

9910 Banyon Street, Perrine, Florida. And it 

is registered as a corporation for profit. 

Q All right, sir, and did you find 

out who the officers and directors were of that 

corporation? 

A Yes, sir, Vice President and Director 

Donesteves, Daisy. Secretary and Director, 

Donesteves, Pedro. And Director, Donesteves, Ramon. 

Q All right, sir, and at that time 

isn't it also a fact that each one of the registered 

owners of those weapons was present and acknowledged 

his or her ownership of these particular rifles and 

pistols? 

A At the time of arrest? 

Q Yes. 

~ c!l.3ryanl- cfio./'/;n~ §(.porl;n~ cf....nc., §..C 
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A Yes, sir. 

MR. HORTON: I have no further 

questions. 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. RASHKIND: 

Q Officer, did you have an opportunity 

to trace back the ownership on these guns beyond 

the most recent owners? 

A No, I have not been able to yet. 

Q Do you have any knowledge as to 

whether or not these guns were ever in the name of 

Ramon Donesteves? 

A If I may look through my records, I 

have a registration of one of the weapons, I believe. 

MR. HORTON: I will save you time, 

Officer, they were all bought from the Tamiami 

Gun Shop. They were the previous owners. 

Q (By Mr. Rashkind) And do you know 

who bought them from the Tamiami Gun Shop? 

THE COURT: You represented those 

were bought from the Tamiami-­

MR. RASHKIND: Not those. 

Q (By Mr. Rashkind) Officer, are you 

aware of anyone that purchased those guns from the 

cfZ3ryont- cfioebling c!J(eporting dewiest dJne. 
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Tamiami Gun Shop? 

2 A I am aware of MiBs Van Buren and 

3 Miss Donesteves. 

THE COURT: Did you check the4 

5 Tamiami Gun Shop? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir, we did.6 

7 THE COURT: And the ladies came in 

8 and gave money and picked up the guns? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir, they did.9 

THE COURT: And here is one receipt10 

11 that you say Donesteves signed, right? 

12 !HE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 

13 THE COURT: When you told him to sign·­

14 THE WITNESS: I didntt tell him to 

15 sign. I asked him if he would sign for the property 

16 I was taking from him so I could give him a receipt. 

17 THE COURT: You didn't ask him to 

18 sign for his gun? 

19 THE WITNESS: No, sir. 

20 THE COURT: I wanted to get that 

21 squared away. 

22 Q (By Mr. Ras.hkind) Who is Daisy, in 

23 relation to the defendant, do you know? 

24 A I believe it is his wife 

.~ ca3ryont- dioeb/ing dJ<eporling derviee, !Le.(!) 
Miami, Florida 
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sure. 

THE COURT: You are not sure? 

THE WITNESS: ft., sir. 

Q (By Mr. Rashkind) And there is anoth r 

male Donesteves? 

A Yes, sir, I believe that is his son. 

THE COURT: Son. Anything else of 

this witness? 

MR. RASHKIND: No further questions 

of this witness. 

(Whereupon the witness 

was excused.) 

Thereupon 

GEORGE HAVENS 

was called as a witness by the plaintiff and, after 

having been first duly sworn, was examined and 

testified as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. RASHKIND: 

Q Would you state your name and 

offieial capacity, please? 

A George Havens, Police Sergeant, 

Dade County Public Safety Department. 

Q Sergeant Havens, do you know Ramon 

~ cfErJlon'- cftoebl;n~ dJ(eporl;ng cfen;;ce, dlnc.~ 
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Donesteves? 

A Yes, sir, I did. 

Q Do you see him in the courtroom? 

A Yes, he is the gentleman sitting 

down in the blue shirt and dark pants. 

MR. RASHKIND: Indicating the 

defendant. 

Q (By Mr. Rashkind) Were you present 

when Ramon Donesteves was sentenced for any crime 

in the Criminal Court of Dade County? 

A Yes, sir, I was. 

Q When was that? 

A On the 13th day of March, 1973, beforE 

the Honorable Judge Paul Baker. 

Q And what happened on the 13th of 

March? 

A The defendant entered a Guilty plea 

on charges of robbery and charges of extortion. 

Subsequently he was sentenced to a period of five 

years probation in the State of Florida. 

MR. HORTON: I am going to move to 

strike that, Your Honor, unless they are going to 

submit the public records. 

MR. RASHKIND: That is not required. 

~ c!J3rya"l- choeM;"1I dJ<...por/;"fJ dew;c., ,§,.c. 
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THE COURT: Maybe it is, maybe it 

isnft. Did you hear the Judge recite the sentence 

that you just recited? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: The Court sentencing him 

to five years probation? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: On a plea of guilty? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: You heard the Judge 

say that? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: I accept that as testi­

mony. 

MR. HORTON: All right. 

Q (By Mr. Rashkind) Were you there 

when any finding or adjudication was made? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q Was there any adjudication made 

that day or any other day? 

A The defendant entered a plea and 

Judge Baker adjudicated him. A presentence 

investigation was ordered and at a subsequent time 

I was there when adjudication was once again upheld 

c:fZ3ryont- c!ioeb!;ng c!J<.eport;ng Clwv;ee, Ike. 
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by Judge Baker. Sentence was two to five years 

probation in the State of Florida. 

Q Do you know if the Governor of this 

State had pardoned Mr. Donesteves from that 

sentence? 

A No, sir, I do not. 

MR. RASHKIND: I have no further 

questions of this witness. 

MR. HORTON: I have no questions. 

MR. RASHKIND: The State would rest 

on that, Your Honor. 

MR. HORTON: Your Honor, I move the 

Court to dismiss the charge because this ls,brbbght 

under 790.23, which is a matter of possession and 

control of firearms by a man that has been 

convicted of a felony, et cetera. They have failed 

to prove that. 

THE COURT: They have got enough for 

probable cause. He is bound over. 

(Whereupon at 3:00 o'clock p.m. 

the hearing was concluded.) 

@J cY3YYGJ1I-choeUjJ111 r:!J<.epoYljJ111 cl.yvice, &nc. 
Miami, Florida 



34 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

]7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

.t 24 

CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER 

STATE OF FLORIDA : 
ss. 

COUNTY OF DADE 

I, PARKER McGEE, a C.P. Shorthand Reporter 

in and for the State of Florida at Large, hereby 

certify that I reported the foregoing hearing before 

the Honorable William J. Piquette, Magistrate, in 

the case of the State of Florida, County of Dade, 

Plaintiff, versus Ramon Donesteves, Defendant, 

at the time and place herein above set forth; 

and that the foregoing pages, numbered from 1 to 

33, inclusive, constitute a true and correct 

transcription of my shorthand report of the 

proceedings at said hearing. 

WITNESS my hand this 7th day of December, 

1975, at Miami, Dade County, Florida. 

Reporter 
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