54 exiles begin dialogue’ with Castro

M ffoavt () Cef

r:lEnh?vﬁvf 2-0\::'" jﬁ 2 2 /{{.'"U" 7 f

-Miami banker Bernardo Benes and 53 other Cuban
exiles were to meet today with President Fidel Castro
in the first two-day dialogue conference in Havana to
discuss the release of political prisoners.

Details of the meeting were announced by Cuba’s
Foreign Ministry after it released the names of the 14
political prisoners freed last week in Cuba. Those 14
men are expected to enter the United States soon.

A spokesman for the foreign ministry said the 14

nave been freed “as a gesture of goodwill.”” But he
wo”'d not say if the prisoners and their relatives would
ne aliowed to leave with the commission members
after the meeling.

“That depends on the U.S. screening committee
that arrived here last week and how fast they move,”
he said.

The political prisbners are screened by a special
U.S. Justice Department task force to make sure spies
or criminals are not allowed to enter the country.

The 54 exile representatives were invited to Ha-
vana by the Cuban government after Castro suggested

dxscussnons with the exile community during a press
conference Sept. 6.

Today's conference at the Palace of the Revolutlon' R

in Havana was to be open to the press for the opening:

ceremonies but delegates did not know if reporters.

would be allowed to attend the actual negotiations

with Castro, his cabinet mlmsters and Cuban leglsla-“

tors.

A spokesman the Cuban Forelgn Relatlons Ministry
said discussions will center on the political prisoner re-
lease, the reunion of Cuban families and possible visits
tothe island by exiles. -

Also to be heard, he added, are topics which have
been presented to the government by individual mem-
bers of the delegation.

Those issues include: the right of exiles to vote in
Cuban eiections; dual citizenship problems; possession
of a Cuban identification card; participation in Cuban
mass organizations; constitutional problems involved in
preserving the right of Cuban citizenship; possibilities
of university-level studies and academic research in
Cuba.

The leading figure among the 54 representatives is
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Benes, who Ied secret negotlatlons for 15 months Wltl'l
the Cuban government — with the knowledge of U.S.
government officials. Benes also headed a six-member
delegatlon that picked up 46 former political prisoners
in last month’s first direct flight to Miami. .

Benes presented an agenda to Castro dealing exclu-

"sively with'the questions of release of political pnson-

ers and procedures and priorities for the reumon of
Cuban families.,

Others in the delegation include several CathoIIc
priests, Bay of Pigs veterans and members of the Anto-
nio Maceo Brigade, a group of 55 young Cuban exiles
which went to Cuba in December 1977 to visit the is-
land and to do volunteer work.

The 14 prisoners released last week and free to
travel to the U.S. were identified as:

Alfredo Iselaya Valera, Gabriel Orozco Alcover,
Augusto Jose Andion Garcia, Marcelino Leal Rodri-
guez, Bernardo Flores Blen, Arnoldo Hernandez Luejes,
Felipe Sanchez Olivera, Elio Leal Sanchez. Emilio Vic-
tor Llufrio Bofill, Celestino Suarez Rodriguez, Manuel
del Valle Caral, Jose Domingo Paz Lama, Luis M. Le-
bredo Jorge and Richardo Leal Sanchez.

A Who's Who of those chosen to begin talks in Havana

The 54 men and women representing Cuban exiles
at today's scheduled meeting with President Fidel Cas-
tro include:

Bernardo Benes, vice chariman of Continental Nationa!l Bank of AMiami,
Raul Acosta Rubio, Venezueian journslist and lawyer,
Kamon Aguero Grau, a businessman in the U.S.
Raul Alzaga Manress, d liquor distributor in Puerto Rnco and member of the
antonic Maceo Brigade.
Guitiermo Arias, 2 Cathokc priest in Miami ano one of the six-member delega-
tion who went Oct. 21 toc pick up 46 political prisoners in Havana.
Ceciiic Arrastia. a U.S. Presbyterian Church pastor and member of the Cuban
Lomm ttee Pro-Justice and Freedom
Jose Arrom, 8 Yale University protessor and member of the Cuban-American
Commlttee for the Normalization of Relations with Cuba.
Miguel Betancourt, 8 member ot the Committee tor the Reunification of Fami-
hes in the U.S
. Rosendo Canto Hernandez, journalist and member of the Committee Pro-Re-
unification ot Cuban Families in Spain.
Lources Casal Vaides, psychologisi and member of board of director of “Arei-
45 a SbanishHanguage magazine published in New York,
Heripertc Plew, former Cuban dipiomat in Jamaica.
Marcos Raul Corres, 8 Metro bus driver,
saria Eiena Cos Viliar, teacher and member of the Commitiee Pro-Reunifica-
| #or 2¢ Cuban Families in Spair.
i Anrorsc Costaies Maunier, 8 Miami liquor distributor and former Cuban union
weac
Asanoel gr Dros Unsnue journs: ! Dari  a Prensa. New York.

Vicente Dopico, Miami art teecher and member ot the Antonio Maceo Bri-
ade.

Rev. Manue! Espinosa. pastor of the Chnsnan Evangelical Reformed Church in
Hialeah.

Osvaigo Estivil, music composer and member of the Cuban Artists in Exile of
Miami

Eduardo Garcia Moure, labor leader of the Central Latinoamericans de Traba-
iadores (CLAT) ot Venegueia.

Ernesto Garcia Rubio, Miami Catholic priest

Reinol Gonzalez, accountant and former poiitical prisoner released 11 months
890 now living in Miami.

Francisco Gonzaiez Aruce. economist at the U.S. Labor Department, Washing-
ton

Francisco Gonzalezr Muhiz, businessman and Ray of Pigs vVeteran.

Miguel Gonzalez Pando instructor. Fiorios Internatonal University.

Jose Hernande: Alvarez, pastor of the Christian Evangelical Reformed Church,.
Litte Havana branch. ’

Jose Hernandez Frias, psychologist and member ot the Antonio Maceo Bri-

e.

Maria Cristina Herrera, sociologist at Mismi-Dade Community College South
and director of the Instituto de Estudios Cubanos.

Jose Herrero, economnist and professor at the University of Puerto Rico.

Felipe Jimenez, painter and teacher in Puerto Rico.

Ofelia Lopez Bauts, busninesswoman and member of the Civic Christian Move-
ment

Sandra Maris Lopez, medical student at the University of Saiamanca and

member o' Antonio Maceo Brigade in Spain.
Raul Lorenzer®Ruiz, ournaiist and writer in Venezuela
Sawva00r Mpd: wga Oter: ournak:' and Bay of Pigs veteran
Jose Medina Prenaes medical doctor snc member =~ the Commutiee Pro-Re-

unification of Cuban Families in Soain

Fernando Mena Rigal, accountant and member of the Commuttee tor the Re-
unification of Families in the U.S

Jose Menendez Suarez, a U.S postal employe

Gerardo Moreno Mariin, owner of Master Caxe, Miami,

Eulalio J. Negrin, a community leacer in New Jersey

Enrique Osie Tur, Catholic priest in Puerto Ricc.

Mari-Fel Perez-Stabie, teacher at State University of New York and mermber
of the Antonio Maceo Brigade.

Jose Piedra, psinter in the U.S

Octavio Ping, linguis? residing in Fiorida.

Enrique Puentes Perez, carpenter and member of the Cuban Society in Panp-
ma.

Andres J Reyes, Catholic priest residing in the U.S.

Jose Reyes, Baptist Church Pastor, Paim Springs

Rosa Rivas lzaguirre. widow of the former owner of El Crisol, 8 Cuban news-

paper.

Micheel Germinal Rivas, Boston University professor and member of the
Cuban Committee Pro-Justice anc Freegom.

Jorge Robileje Lorie, Miami president ot the Committee of 100, an organization
10.free poltical prisoners.

Enrique Rodriguez Bocanegra, architect ang professor of Caracas’ Venervels

-Catholic University.

Juan M. Rodriguez, iswyer and official of the U.S. Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD) from Washington.

Jose Suarez Nuhiez, journalist residing in Venezueia.

Beatriz Talapers Hirzer, anthropologist, University of Caracas, Venetueia.

Napoieot: Vilaboa, Miami reporter.

Manuel Vie-z Bernai. Methodist Church oastor and member of the Cuban
Chwistian Commt1ee Pro-Justice anc “reegom.



